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Welcome to the 33rd year of Lindy’s publishing college football annuals. 
It is in our 33rd year that college football finally has a playoff. 

Talk of a college football playoff has been a hot topic for a long time. 

I believe it was destined to eventually happen. There was just too much interest 
and too much money for it not to one day happen. 

However, I do not believe we would have a playoff today if LSU had not 
upset Alabama on the road in 2011 in one of the “Games of the Century.” 
After a couple of more upsets, Alabama and LSU met again for the national 
championship in the Sugar Bowl. 

This did not sit well with a lot of people and the discussion for a playoff 
went into overdrive. And now at last, we have a college football playoff. 
Hallelujah! Dennis Dodd takes an insider’s look at this historic event 
beginning on page 16. 

Have a great season! As always, your comments and suggestions 
are appreciated. 
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4s Daenip. 


Lindy Davis 
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After back-to-back ACC titles, a BCS national 
championship and one of the most dominant seasons 
in history, Florida State is not just “back,” but here to 
stay. Also back: Jameis Winston after winning the 
Heisman Trophy, and the two-sport star says he just 
might hang around for two more seasons in 
Tallahassee. 

Sure, we'll believe it when we see it, but that’s not the worry right this 
minute for the Seminoles, who have reset the program to the 1990s’ level 
of success. Anything would be disappointing other than an ACC title and 
constant contention for the national title — which now means a berth into the 
four-team College Football Playoff. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Winston returns along with an experienced of- 
fensive line and 1,000-yard receiver Rashad Greene. The defense loses NFL 
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Draft-bound talent, but just like in 2013, Fisher and his staff have promising 
young talent available. 

THE BAD NEWS: Man-moving defensive tackle Timmy Jernigan, 
stand-up end/linebacker Christian Jones and defensive coordinator Jeremy 
Pruitt — three key pieces in FSU's top-five defense — are gone. The promo- 
tion of Charles Kelly should help with continuity, but some new faces need 
to step up to maintain that suffocating defense that helped sit on opponents 
during the title run. 


)UR CALL: A non-league schedule that includes Oklahoma State, 
Notre Dame and Florida will be daunting, but talk about resumé-building? 
Goodness. The Seminoles can step over any ACC traps, so that strength of 
schedule will be a boost when the CFP selection committee trims the college 
football field to four. After that, we're thinking all Jameis Winston does is win 
games — and championships. 
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In the Big {2 Conference, 

there are no divisions. Year after year, 
each team plays every other team 
matching high-octane offenses 
against hard-hitting defenses to 

the excitement of passionate fans 

in college football’s top venues. 

Ten teams. Nine games. 


One true champion. 


BIG 12 CONFERENCE 


ONE TRUE CHAMPTON 
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Coming back mentally tougher 
The way last season ended for Alabama — the 

knife to the gut that was Aubum’s play for the ages, 
and the mess that was the Sugar Bowl loss to Oklahoma — stirred something 
in Nick Saban’s soul. He hated that his team wasn’t mentally tough enough to 
fight off complacency after back-to-back national titles. Alrighty then. Now it's 
just a case of rinse, lather, repeat (in that order). 

THE GOOD NEWS: Having to decide to hand off to T.J. Yeldon, Derrick 

Henry or Kenyan Drake is one of those good problems to have. The receivers 
are deep and talented. Potential All-Americans exist at every level of defense. 


THE BAD NEWS: Oh my goodness, have you heard? Alabama doesn't 
have a quarterback! If you want to doubt the Tide because you don't believe 
in Blake Sims or Florida State transfer Jacob Coker — or that Lane Kiffin will 
coac’ ‘em up (ha!) — there's probably no talking you out of it. 

OUR CALL: Does the rest of the college football world really want a 
ticked-off Saban and a rededicated Tide squad? Nobody has recruited better, 
and it’s not like he’s never won a national title with a first-year starter at QB. 
An Iron Bowl win and a spot in the CFP. 


3. Oklahoma 


Fast, furious, and scheduled right 
The Sooners struck two huge blows for the repu- 
tations of coach Bob Stoops and the program to end 
last season, winning by upset at Oklahoma State and by mega-upset over 
Alabama in the Sugar Bowl. Does that mean OU is back in true national-con- 
tender form? How much more evidence do you need? The Sooners have a 
tising star in quarterback Trevor Knight, and their defense is fast and furious. 


THE GOOD NEWS: All the planets have aligned schedule-wise for OU, 
whichi gets Baylor, Oklahoma State and Kansas State at Norman. Home turf 
alway’s seems to matter a great deal in the Big 12, which hasn't produced 
a champion with a regular-season home loss on its résumé since Colorado 
way back in 2001. 

THE BAD NEWS: No running back has any meaningful offensive 
experience at OU. Sophomores Keith Ford and Alex Ross are in the mix 
along with some intriguing newcomers, but Sooners fans have seen teams 
that couldn't grind out yards — and don't want to see that again. 


OWR CALL: Oklahoma State, Kansas State and Baylor had their turns at 
the top of the league the past three years, but the Sooners have the look and 
feel of Big 12 bullies again. 


Mariota’s return has Ducks soaring 
Marcus Mariota’s knee injury late last season left 
the Ducks with a lot of “what if’ scenarios to ponder 
in the offseason, but the gloom lifted when he, center Hroniss Grasu, and 
cornerback Ifo Ekpre-Olomu turned down the NFL draft, making this high 
rankirig possible. Oregon, with an offseason focus on getting stronger — but 
never, ever slower — is in a great shape to reclaim the Pac-12 from Stanford. 
THE GOOD NEWS: The running back duo of Byron Marshall and 
Thomas Tyner join Mariota in the backfield behind an offensive line that 
returns five starters, and the Ducks have a trio of promising tight ends. Tony 
Washington and Arik Armstead should be dominant on the DL. 
THE BAD NEWS: Bralon Addison's torn ACL in the spring leaves 
Oregen with unproven wide receivers. Mostly, though, the Ducks will have to 
show they can handle a physical team not once (Stanford), but twice (Michigan 
State on Sept. 6), although both games are at Autzen Stadium. 
OUR CALL: An early win over the Spartans would carry a lot of 
selection-committee weight at the end of the season. If, say, the Ducks won 
the Pac-12 but had a loss along the way, we still like their playoff chances. 
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Schedule is perfect ... or is it? 
There was so much more buildup a year ago, 

when the Buckeyes were coming off a 12-0 campaign 
and their postseason ban had been lifted. But they still have Urban Meyer, 
senior QB Braxton Miller and, from top to bottom, the best talent in the Big 
Ten by a long shot. There were heavy losses along the offensive line and in 
the secondary, but Meyer's recruits are bubbling up the depth chart now — 
this will be his fastest, most athletic Ohio State team yet. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Stop us if we sound a little out of control, but this 
could be one of OSU's best, and most dynamic, defensive lines in forever. 
Michael Bennett, Joey Bosa, Noah Spence and Adolphus Washington are 
a pretty unreal blend of explosiveness, length and versatility. 

THE BAD NEWS: Niiller is a brilliant dual-threat QB whose passing has 
come a long way, but he has taken a serious pounding in his career when 
finishing downfield runs. Buckeyes fans should be worried about his ability to 
Stay upright. 

OUR CALL: Although the East is by far the league's better division, the 
Buckeyes benefit enormously from a schedule that allows them to miss the 
West's three best teams — Wisconsin, Nebraska and lowa. Problem is, if 
they don't go 12-0, will their strength of schedule be enough to get them into 
the all-important Football Final Four? 


G. Auburn 


Seeking a mortgage in high-rent district 
The unexpected 2013 joy ride is over, and now 

the Tigers turn their attention to turning their sudden 
success into something more stable than the last time they played for the 
national championship (2010). Gus Malzahn’s spread offense, with eight 
returning starters, will continue to slice through the SEC, now and into the 
future. The latest recruiting class provides a strong infrastructure for a 
program with staying power. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Nick Marshall does actually have a right arm, 
and he knows how to use it. His deep throws were better in the spring, and 
Sammie Coates can go get them all. The RB position brims with talent, even 
after the loss of Tre Mason. And the reports on Shon Coleman, the replace- 
ment for star LT Greg Robinson? Wowza! 

THE BAD NEWS: The SEC West schedule is always a meat grinder, 
and consider that their two East Division opponents are South Carolina and 
(at) Georgia. Moreover, their game at Kansas State is tougher than most 
teams in the league take on. 

OUR CALL: We like these Tigers a lot but can't ignore the real possibility 
of a couple of regular-season losses. A 10-2 mark would deserve a high rank- 
ing and spot in the Orange or Cotton, but it won't be playoff-good. 


"7. Michigan State 


Defense can’t do it again ... can it? 
What fools are we to bet against the Spartans 
in the Big Ten? The program is trending upward in 
unmistakable fashion, owning more victories — 42 — over the past four sea- 
sons than Ohio State or three-time Rose Bowl participant Wisconsin. Sparty 
was utterly dominant in 2013, winning every Big Ten game by double digits, 
and using the Rose Bowl for an exclamation point against Stanford. 


THE GOOD NEWS: When you have the nation’s No. 1 defense, as 
MSU did in 2013, big offensive days are bonuses. Forget that noise this time 
around, because this will be one of the finest offenses in the conference. 

QB Connor Cook, RB Jeremy Langford and the Spartans’ offensive line all 
are above average by Big Ten standards. 


THE BAD NEWS: There's no way a defense that lost Max Bullough, 
Darqueze Dennard and Denicos Allen won't experience some growing pains. 
Of course, end Shilique Calhoun is the closest thing college football has in 
2014 to Jadeveon Clowney, and star coordinator Pat Narduzzi stuck around. 

OUR CALL: There's just something about that Sept. 6 game at Oregon 
that screams danger. A bad experience in Eugene could be damaging 
enough, even though the Spartans get Ohio State in East Lansing. On the 
other hand, winning at Oregon eliminates a ceiling for this team. 
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Window is open, can they bust through? 
It's time to go all in on UCLA. The school’s ad- 

ministration has been taking the program seriously in 
recent years, including announcing a new football facility in April, raising $40 
million in about six months. The guys on the field have to be taken seriously, 
because that’s what coach Jim Mora demands, and because it all starts with 
quarterback Brett Hundley, whose decision to stay for a fourth year opened 
the window for UCLA to dream the biggest dreams in 2014. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Hundley can do it all. The kindergarten-young 
offensive line from 2013 is growing up, helped by graduate transfer guard 
Malcolm Bunche from Miami. The defensive front has muscles to flex, too. 
And you have seen LB/RB Myles Jack play both ways, right? 


THE BAD NEWS: The Bruins have to find a way to stop losing to Stan- 
ford (six in a row by an average of 17 points) and to Oregon (five in a row by 
an average of 23 points). You can’t blame anyone for doubting UCLA. 


OUR CALL: UCLA has a first-round talent at QB and gets Oregon, 
Stanford and USC at home. The Bruins have to strike big this season before 
the Trojans get really good again. 


©. South Carolina 


33 wins in 3 years; anxious for more 
Three consecutive seasons with 11 victories and 
three consecutive seasons finishing in the AP Top 10 
are high-water marks for the program. And Steve Spurrier’s Gamecocks 
aren't just renting in this exclusive college football neighborhood; they're 
buying. But you know it chaps the Head Ball Coach that he’s been locked 
out of the SEC penthouse while at South Carolina, failing to take home the 
championship he won six times in a decade at Florida, the last in 2000. 
THE GOOD NEWS: With Mike Davis running behind a talented, expe- 
rienced line, South Carolina will chum out SEC-tough yards when needed. 
New starting QB Dylan Thompson has big-game experience, is in his fifth 
year in the system and has a deep group of wideouts to help. 


THE BAD NEWS: The defensive line is less stout — and a lot more 
boring — without end Jadeveon Clowney and tackle Kelcy Quarles. And the 
defensive line might not be the biggest concern on defense. That would be 
the cornerback position. 


OUR CALL: We know a trend when we see it. With 16 starters returning, 
we don't see a need to change the baseline — 11 wins (with a bowl) and 
a top 10 finish. 


New digs with renewed expectations 
If you asked Art Briles how far his program has 

come, he’d say not far enough. He'd also say the 
Bears are as good as Oklahoma or anyone else in the Big 12, and maybe 
better. Confidence is exquisitely high in Waco, where spectacular McLane 
Stadium will open in 2014. Indeed, the game has changed at Baylor in every 
conceivable way. The Bears are so much better off than they were in the 
RG3 days, it isn’t even funny. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Truly, there's almost nothing but good news. BU 
has become a destination program, as evidenced by the (relative) rise of 
a defense that has legitimate major-program talent. The offense, led by 
quarterback Bryce Petty, will remain off the charts. 

THE BAD NEWS: The overachiever tag is off, completely off, having 
wavered in the wind during a bad loss at Oklahoma State last November and 
shredded in a hideous Fiesta Bowl defeat against UCF. Anything less than 
double-digit Ws will be looked upon as a failure. 

OUR CALL: The road includes dates at Texas and at Oklahoma, and 
that gives us pause. The Bears’ roster is dynamite, though, and Briles is 
a magician. A repeat Big 12 title would launch this program into the strato- 
sphere. 
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Hey, a jackhammer ain’t glamorous, either 
Alabama is Alabama. Auburn won the 2010 na- 

tional title and played for another last season. Texas 
A&M put the entire college football world on Manziel time. Players from all 
three schools have won the Heisman in the past five seasons. Lest we forget, 
LSU still plays in the SEC West, too, and was 13-0 as recently as three 
seasons ago. The Tigers aren't always glamour boys, but you know they're 
going to grind and compete and, ho-hum, post a 10-win season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Happiness begins on the offensive line, and the 
Tigers return four starters up front, including superb left tackle La’el Collins. 
If the season turns into a game of “Watch Leonard Fournette run” ... LSU 
fans could live with that. 


THE BAD NEWS: QB spot is up for grabs between Anthony Jennings 
and Brandon Harris, with one rival league assistant telling us Jennings is 
“Manziel-like.” So there's that. But the passing game is the trouble spot to 
watch, especially with last year’s top two receivers now in the NFL. 


OUR CALL: LSU has double-digit victories in each of the past four 
years. They'll win a couple of big ones, lose a couple of big ones, and Les 
Miles will do something to make us smile. Same as ever. 


Closer than you think 
When Mark Richt isn't sending out hand-drawn 

portraits of recruits (look it up), he’s still trying to put 
the final brushstrokes on an SEC championship that has eluded him since 
2005, although 2012 was oh-so-agonizingly close. Last season's injury-filled 
8-5 season was a disappointment, but remember that four of the defeats 
came by five points or less. With 18 returning starters, and fingers crossed 
for better health, this season's team portrait could be a beauty. 


THE GOOD NEWS: RB Todd Gurley is the answer to a lot of questions, 
and fifth-year senior QB Hutson Mason has enough experience to inspire 
confidence in the post-Aaron Murray era. The linebackers are top-rate, and 
the Dawgs miss Alabama, LSU and Texas A&M in SEC play. 


THE BAD NEWS: The health status of some players — such as 
RB Keith Marshall and WR Malcolm Mitchell — won't really be known until 
camp. An overhauled defensive coaching staff might have the same old 
problem with a secondary that was far too generous in 2013. 


OUR CALL: The Bulldogs will cede control of the East in a second-week 
game at South Carolina, but they'll be waiting at the door if the Gamecocks 
stumble later (which does tend to happen). 


@ 13. Stanford 


~ Now Boys trying to duplicate ‘Vow Boys’ 
Stanford's brutal-but-innovative style can match 

up against any of the latest schemes in the Pac-12 
and has made the Cardinal one of the most successful programs anywhere 
in the past half-decade. Stanford has 34 victories, three consecutive BCS 
appearances and two conference titles in a row. A three-peat league title 
would be the program’s first since the famed “Vow Boys” won Pacific Coast 
Conference titles from 1933 to 1935. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Kevin Hogan's command of Stanford's offense 
is high and will be even better in 2014 as several capable runners compete 
for Tyler Gaffney’s old carries. The defense retains difference-makers, with 
Henry Anderson, A.J. Tarpley and Jordan Richards leading a deep group. 

THE BAD NEWS: Defensive coordinator Derek Mason is off to Vander- 
bilt as head coach, and his old unit lost some of its most viscous incisors — 
Trent Murphy, Shayne Skov and Ed Reynolds, among others. All-Pac-12 
LT Andrus Peat is the only returning starter on the offensive line. 

OUR CALL: We won't count out a David Shaw-led Stanford team. But 
we're not so in the tank for him to think the Cardinal can stroll through trips to 
Washington, Notre Dame, Oregon, Arizona State and UCLA. 
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Better than the rest of the West 
No Big Ten program looks better in light of the 
league's divisional realignment than Wisconsin, which 
has accomplished more in recent seasons than pretty much the rest of the 
West (no offense, Nebraska) combined. Gary Andersen continues to try to 
enhance the model of predecessor Bret Bielema — toughness overall — 
with more speed on defense, if less girth. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The season-opener against LSU in Arlington, 
Texas, is an opportunity for the Badgers to make major national noise right 
off the bat. As long as they compete hard and play well, they can withstand 
a loss without substantial damage being done. The rest of the schedule is 
extremely friendly. 

THE BAD NEWS: Wisconsin's passing game almost surely will be 
subpar. QB Joel Stave is experienced but limited and could lose the starting 
job et any point to Tanner McEvoy. The receiver group appears to be the 
Badgers’ least imposing in a long while. 

OUR CALL: Melvin Gordon and Corey Clement are an even more 
talented one-two punch at running back than were Montee Ball and James 
White. As long as they stay healthy enough to play, UW will be a factor in the 


Big Ten title race. 
1S. usc 


Time is right for a return to fun 
Steve Sarkisian doesn't have to be the guy who 

follows THE GUY. He doesn't have to be the guy 
who leads the program into NCAA sanctions; he gets to be the guy who 
leads the Trojans out of NCAA jail. In truth, USC should have hired Sark, not 
Lane Kiffin, the first time around, but the timing is going to work out just fine. 
Sarkisian never truly got over the hump at Washington, but he’s the right fit 
right now, modernizing the offense and bringing back the sense of fun from 
the Fete Carroll happy days. 


THE GOOD NEWS: USC has identified a winner in junior quarterback 
Cody Kessler. And there are so many good options at running back that it’s 
OK to call those guys a stable once again. Future pros dot the defense. 


THE BAD NEWS: Too many key guys missed spring camp because 
of injuries, slowing down the learning curve with the new coaching staff. 
In particular, we worry about the intersection of a reconfigured offensive line 
and a second-week game at Stanford. 


OUR CALL: The Trojans carry over the momentum of a 7-2 finish after 
Kiffin was dismissed, and it's going to fun to watch these guys play fast. 


Fast finish has Wildcats looking up 
The Wildcats won six of seven to end the 2013 

season, punctuating the run with a convincing bowl 
beat-down of Michigan. Can Bill Snyder get K-State back to double-digit 
victories so quickly? He has a lot of quality ingredients to work with — more 
than 1e usually does, frankly — so it certainly could happen. Senior QB Jake 
Waters may not have a Collin Klein-sized affect on the program, but he’s 
a high-quality passer with a superstar receiver in Tyler Lockett. 

THE GOOD NEWS: If this is as hard-working and determined a team 
as Snyder hopes it'll be, K-State should be able to close out close games 
thanks to its strength on both lines. Guard Cody Whitehair and center B.J. 
Finney are real mashers. 

THE BAD NEWS: One more season of eligibility for RB John Hubert 
might've put the Wildcats over the top in the Big 12. They exited spring ball 
not having a firm grasp at all on which runner should be the starter. 

OR CALL: A fascinating home matchup with Auburn in September 
— which is preceded directly by a possible trap game at lowa State — will 
demand the best of K-State out of the gate. The growth of this group will be 
on display after last season's 2-4 start. 
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These Tigers have more than a prayer 
Dabo Swinney will be the first to point out that 
Clemson's last three seasons rank among the best 
in the country, but back-to-back losses to FSU have prevented the Tigers 
from winning their own division. Fresh off an Orange Bowl win over Ohio 
State, Clemson enters 2014 with momentum — but not Tajh Boyd or Sammy 
Watkins. A slight step back is expected. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Sounds strange considering recent Clemson 
trends, but defense might be the stronger unit heading into the fall. All- 
American end Vic Beasley leads an experienced defensive line that should 
be one of the best in the nation. LB Stephone Anthony is a good one, too. 

THE BAD NEWS: Clemson fans find comfort in the return of OC Chad 
Morris, but will that up-tempo offense be as explosive without Boyd and 
Watkins? Mike Williams could develop into a special talent at wide receiver, 
but 2014 will put the offense to the “plug-and-play” test. 

OUR CALL: Playing UGA and FSU early will be trial by fire, but the team 
can make necessary course corrections in winnable late-season ACC games. 
Maintaining Clemson's three-year run of Top 25 finishes should not be too 
difficult. 


18. Ole Miss 


‘Young Miss’ ready for talent-rich surge 
Last season showed it is possible to sneak up on 

teams in the SEC (see, Auburn; see, Missouri), but 
the Rebs aren't that kind of surprise. The sirens have been going off since 
February 2013, when Hugh Freeze and staff collected a top 10 recruiting 
class stuffed with four five-star recruits — DL Robert Nkemdiche, OT Laremy 
Tunsil, WR Laquon Treadwell and DB/LB Tony Conner — all of whom already 
look absolutely fabulous. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Bo Wallace, who threw for 3,346 yards last 
season, is a third-year starter, making him the most experienced quarterback 
in the SEC. The defense, led by All-American FS Cody Prewitt, is fast and 
physical and SEC-legit. 

THE BAD NEWS: Big-play receiver Donte Moncrief is gone, so the 
Rebels need Treadwell to slide outside and make plays down field. The 
offensive line, outside of Tunsil at left tackle, has a lot to prove as it projects 
as one of the worst in the league. 

OUR CALL: We're eager to see the opener in Atlanta vs. Boise State to 
see where Ole Miss is headed this season. Certainly, nothing less than eight 
regular-season wins will do. 


19. Notre Dame 


With Golson back, can Irish bounce? 
After the Irish were blown out by Alabama in the 
BCS title game two seasons ago, coach Brian Kelly 
acknowledged his program wasn't quite ready for college football's grandest 
stage. Is it any closer now? Probably it is, from the standpoints of recruiting 
and player development, though expectations have since been tempered. 
A spot in the first four-team playoff might be too much to wish for. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Everett Golson has done everything right since 
being banished — temporarily, it turned out — for cheating on a test last year. 
As the starting quarterback, he adds multiple dimensions to an offense that 
was up-and-down without him. His presence is a game-changer for the Irish. 

THE BAD NEWS: It’s a whole new world on defense under first-year 
coordinator Brian VanGorder and without stalwart linemen Louis Nix Ill and 
Stephon Tuitt. The Irish will have to win some shootouts. 

OUR CALL: Notre Dame’s schedule replaces Oklahoma, Michigan 
State, BYU, Pittsburgh, Temple and Air Force, with these teams: Florida 
State, Louisville, Northwestern, Syracuse, North Carolina and Rice ... is that 
and Golson worth one more win to become viable for a major bowl? 
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20. Michigan 


Not content behind Brutus & Sparty 
These are not the salad days in Ann Arbor, where 
the Maize and Blue have to feel like — best case — 
the No. 3 program in their own division behind bitter rivals Ohio State and 
Michigan State. The pressure on coach Brady Hoke and everyone in the 
program to rebound back from last season’s 7-6 debacle is simply huge. 


THE GOOD NEWS: With new offensive coordinator Doug Nussmeier on 
board from Alabama, there is hope for better balance and discipline on offense. 
The Wolverines must be able to run the ball, and senior QB Devin Gardner must 
be more comfortable as he looks downfield for the spectacular Devin Funchess. 


THE BAD NEWS: There still aren't enough playmakers on either side of 
the ball, although the defensive roster clearly is more athletic. Hoke has yet 
to prove that he belongs in the upper tier of Big Ten coaches. 


OUR CALL: This season will have so much to do with Gardner’s comfort 
level on passing downs. He appears to possess some special ability, yet he 
was wildly inconsistent last season. If he plays as well as some expected him 
to last season, Michigan will be a completely different team. 


21. NEBRASKA 


Time to bump off the four-loss routine 
We'd love to be able to look you in the eye and 
say we don't know what sort of season the Huskers 
are going to have, but after six years, we can follow the pattern. Bo Pelini has 
six seasons behind him in Lincoln, and each one has ended with the Huskers 
having lost precisely four games. That's good enough to keep a guy from 
getting fired, but bad enough to frustrate the Big Red fan base. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Although the defense was embarrassingly bad at 
times early last season, it eventually came around and ended things with a 
strong effort in the Gator Bowl victory over Georgia. The expectation behind 
program walls is that the unit — led by extraordinary end Randy Gregory — 
will take a big step forward. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offense has some terrific skill quys, most notably 
RB Ameer Abdullah and WR Kenny Bell, but the line will be a work in prog- 
ress. With four new starters in front of inexperienced QB Tommy Armstrong, 
turnovers could become a real issue. 


OUR CALL: What the heck do you think our call is? Four more losses. 
And it’s up in the air whether or not Pelini could skate by on that yet again, 
even with a new contract. 


22. TEXAS 


Austin Strong, just in time 
Fans’ deep disappointment with Texas’ play over 
Mack Brown's final four seasons as coach boiled 
down to a damning indictment of the Longhorns: Not only were they losing a 
lot of games, not only did they appear at times to have motivation issues, but 
they came off as soft. Enter Charlie Strong, a coach who oozes no-nonsense 
toughness and, of course, built a powerhouse at Louisville. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Longhorns still are flush with running backs, 
which will be a decisive factor if the offensive line locates its pulse. Malcolm 
Brown, Johnathan Gray, Joe Bergeron — these guys can lead the way, and 
they'll get their chance in what's likely to be a fairly conservative offense. 

THE BAD NEWS: We'll see if quarterback David Ash, who has had 
major concussion problems and missed spring practices, can stay on the 
field. QB play hasn't been what the Eyes of Texas look for since they were 
looking at Colt McCoy. 

OUR CALL: The defense appears to have terrific pieces every year, 
yet Texas falls short of its potential. End Cedric Reed, tackle Malcom Brown 
(no, not the same guy) and cornerback Quandre Diggs needed Strong in the 
worst way. 
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23. Washin 


Poised at the hardest step 
Chris Petersen realized he had maxed out with 

Boise State and finally pulled the rip cord on the 
historic BCS-busting leap with the Broncos, finishing 92-12 in eight seasons. 
Petersen moves in to a recently renovated Husky Stadium, and that’s hardly 
the only reason why his timing is good and the view sublime. Ex-coach Steve 
Sarkisian did enough roster construction that the Huskies won nine games 
last season, their most since Rick Neuheisel’s 11-win Rose Bowl season in 
2000. 

THE GOOD NEWS: We'll peg the number of potential first-team 

All-Pac-12 defenders at four — DT Danny Shelton, DE Hau'oli Kikaha, 
CB Marcus Peters and LB Shaq Thompson. If his spring experiment dabbling 
as a running back takes root, Thompson will be one of the nation’s most 
fascinating players in 2014. 


THE BAD NEWS: Substandard QB play can scuttle the best of plans, 
and projected new starter Cyler Miles missed spring because of legal 
problems. More questions for offense: RB Bishop Sankey and TE Austin 
Seferian-Jenkins left early for the NFL. 


OUR CALL: Washington's schedule is set for a 4-0 start before a Pac-12 
North showdown against Stanford. The Huskies might not be in the Stanford/ 
Oregon class just yet. Soon? By all accounts, Coach Pete is what the 
program has longed for since Don James (21 years ago). 


24. Cincinnati 


Bearcats bound for big bow! 
Thing is, some team from the Group of Five — 

the American, Conference USA, Mid-American, 
Mountain West and Sun Belt — is guaranteed a spot in one of the six major 
bowls. From among teams in those conferences, we like Tommy Tuberville's 
Bearcats, returning 16 starters from a team that went 9-4 last season. The 
centerpiece of it all, though, might be the guy who ran the scout team last 
season — Notre Dame transfer QB Gunner Kiel. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Cincinnati will surround its new starting QB with its 
three leading rushers from last season and five of its top six pass-catchers. 
The defense was ninth nationally in yards allowed, and it counts linebacker 
as one of its strengths. 


THE BAD NEWS: The QB situation (Kiel, Jarred Evans, returning-from- 
ACL Munchie Legaux) needs clarity in the fall. Adding speed has been a de- 
fensive focus after lopsided losses to Illinois (ugh) and North Carolina in 2013, 


OUR CALL: Cincinnati can help its rep with a competitive game at Ohio 
State in September, and we need them to win at Miami in October to justify 
this ranking. In the AAC, the Bearcats don’t play UCF, but give them the edge 
because of a more favorable conference schedule. 


25. Florida 


Trying to prove they're still the Gators 
We went round and round with about 10 teams for 
the final spot in the Top 25 and found reason to doubt 
them all. So why the Gators? Perhaps it's falling into the trap of thinking “They 
have to be so much better than last year.” And if we're going to miss the mark 
at No. 25, we're going to go down swinging with a hungry, talented team due 
for better than the rotten injury luck it had during last season's 4-8 calamity. 

THE GOOD NEWS: We don't have room to mention all the players 
who are healthy again. QB Jeff Driskel is foremost among those, leading a 
new hurry-up, no-huddle attack that, even if mediocre, will be better than the 
dreck Florida was running. 

THE BAD NEWS: Alabama. LSU. South Carolina. Georgia. Florida 
State. Toss in Missouri, too. All bad news. The offensive line and the defen- 
sive backfield aren't equipped to handle another wave of injuries. If Driskel 
isn’t good, forget we printed this here. 

OUR CALL: With their schedule, we can't tell you exactly how the 
Gators will get to eight regular-season wins, only that they will ... and an 8-4 
SEC team usually lives right on the Top 25 cutline. 


ton 
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1, Florida State . ; 16, Kansas State...Big12 3 21. Nebraska 
2. Alajama ...... on ; : 12. Georgia 17. Clemson 2 = 22. Texas 
3. Oklahoma ..... Big 12 . - 13. Stanford... . Pac- 18. Ole Miss....... 6 23. Washingt 
Pac-12 - ina. . . Wi i i 19. Notre Dame.... Ind 1 24. Cincinnati 
Big Ten i i x - 20. Michigan BigTen 4 25, Florida 

No. Team Conf. Conf. Rank No. Team Conf. Conf. Rank 

26. lowa Big Ten 6 Doesn't play Ohio State, Michigan State or Michigan. Nice. 78. WakeForest ACC 14 OB Dave Clawson arrives from Bowling Green after Wake went 4-8. 

27, Nhiami ACC 3 Loss. of QB Ryan Williams (ACL) in spring tamped down bigger hopes. 79. Arkansas State © Sun Belt 2 Blake Anderson is fifth coach in five years; team is talented and ready. 
28. UGF AAC 2 _ Nota major hangover, just a gentle decline ending in a fine bow. 80. SMU AAC 5 Neal Burcham takes over at OB for departed Garrett Gilbert. 

29, “exasARM SEC 8 _Justalitle pause after Johnny Manziel and the next big thing. 81. Kentucky SEC 14 Recruiting rankings say things looking up. How soon will wins follow? 
_30._iiizona State Pac-12 6 — Offense will continue to score, but hard to trust rebuilding defense. 82. Cal Pac-12 12. Injury-riddied 1-11 presumably was rock bottom: passing should be legit. 
31. Louisville ACC 4 Bobby Petrino, v2.0: Coach pins hopes on new QB Will Gardner. 83. UNLV MW 7 Program headed in right direction, will summer NCAA news be good? 
82. BYU Ind 2 Aiming for double-digit wins; we'll know more after Sept. 6 at Texas. 84. UTSA C-USA 2 Team has 38 seniors. 38! But only QB program has ever known graduated, 
33. Texas Tech Big 12_5_Rise of sophomore OB Davis Webb has Red Raiders fans thinking big 85. Kansas Big 12 10 Charlie Weis' offense averaged 15.3 ppg last year, outlook stl itty. 

4, bowling Green MAC 1_ Offensive pices fit for new coach Dino Babers as BG goes for MAC repeat 86. South Alabama — SunBelt 3 Joey Jones built program from dust, could finally cash in with bow bid. 
35 Uoke ACC 5 _10.wins notin the cards again, but Duke has ample staying power. 87. Troy Sun Bett 4 — Loss of al-time passing leader Corey Robinson has Trojans retooling. 
36, litah State__—MW___1__QB Chuckie Keeton, tough defense, make Aggies the league faves. 88. San Jose State MW 8 Replacing productive OB David Fales won't be easy. TBD for now. 

37, (iklahoma State Big 12__ 6 _ QB J.W. Walsh, RB Desmond Roland are the stating point on offense, 89. Akron MAC 4 — Went from 1 win in 2012 to 5 last year. Terry Bowden getting it done, 
38. Penn State Big Ten 7 — Nice hire in James Franklin, who inherits QB Christian Hackenberg. 90. Temp Temple ANC 6 _ [twas promising freshman season for PJ. Walker last year. 

538 Virgina Tech___ ACG _6_Secondary is special, but major storyline sal about ining OB. 91, North Texas C-USA 3 Stout OLa strong anchor for a young, talented team in need of one, 
40. Missouri seo 9 Turnultuous ofseason has put playmaker a premium : 92. Purdue Big Ten 14 Purdue went 0-8 in the Big Ten last season and was hardly ever close. 
5 hee Gage <M aT We so Ba Mo = = Lael me — = 93. Toledo MAC 5 _ Rockets still among MAC best; coach Matt Campbell 16 wins in 2 years. 
Ae. Pricona Pac-l2 7 Consecutive &-wn seasons for RichRod; don bet aginst another. — 94. Middle Tennessee C-USA 4 — Defense stout enough to push Marshall. Offense has some provin’ to do. 
eee Wyoming WN __9 Sita ca nth Gaia, su 08 Bret Si oi, 
aes e Made Byes Ine aca pCi lone sontaned sects. 96. UConn AMC 7 Newcoach Bob Diaco breathing life into a program that won thrice in'13. 
45, TCU Big 12 7 Frogs are going to get after everyone on D. Offense? Not so much “G7. Western Ketwaly C-USA 5 Bobby Perino moved on; Jf Brohm inherits a eam used o wining, 
46, Vlest Virginia Bigi2 8 Ne hot start to tenure, Dana Holgorsen needs seme 1 for job secu “Ge Memphis AAC 8 Folksin Memphis think OB Parton Lynch could end 5-year bowl drought. 
47. GeorgiaTech ACC 8 — 7-win-seasons and close losses have fan base a big agitated. : : 

“W®. Nasal C-USA 1 Rakeem Cato-Tommy Shuler pass-catch combo has Herd in vintage form. - oF bi a oe ee ee ee 
— — , 100. Rice C-USA 6 Wille prepared for CUSA after opening at Notre Dame and Texas A&M. 
BB ER td I a Tl 101. Louisiana-Monroe Sun Belt 5 — Replacing QB Kolton Browning makes return to bow! a longshot. 
Ld A ag WAC 6” Won scoorBest 6 MAC games tt eso, bu LB Kal Mack is gone 

51. East Carolina AAC 3 Shane Carden-Justin Hardy become instant pass-catch hit in new league, oo 
“82. Minnesota Big Ten 8 — RB David Cobb isa good one for team that can pull an upset or two. ROR Re Wee 1 WAN _ 10 La pons ans ania 1,110 ip a Wg Lae poate eens ain. 12 2, oan AE 
Fa lowa State Big 12 9 New OC Mark Mangino bringing needed energy o suggshofense 104. Fal C-USA 7 Progra play wih conden wil ost at Weraska and Naa. 
HS an Diego Stale MW 9 While West division tres new OBs, Aztecs lok lie best of the bunch. 105. Air Force MW 11 Worst season in program history an ances Dip oF Sgn feat? 
Pit NOC 9 Pamthers 19-20 n past 3 years, young 0B Chad Voyk could be answer. 106. Louisiana Tech C-USA 8 — Schedule’s brutal. Offense has been, too, RB Kenneth Dixon offers hope. 
“56. Houston AAC 4 Cant wait to see what OB John O'Korn comes up with as a sophomore. 107. Texas State Sun Belt 6 — No more slo-mo: Coach Dennis Franchione ready to crank up the 0. 
“BT, Tennessee SEC 11. Talent level is rising, but might take step back before moving ahead. 108. Ohio MAC 7 Frank Solich has solid program, but November swoons have hurt. 

68. Washington Slate Pac-12 9 As Connor Haliday’s decision-making oes, o go Wazzu' bow chances. 109. Tulane AAC 10 Bowl repeat will be tough; nasty schedule awaits, new OB must thrive, 
"69. Waryand __BigTen 9 OBC, Brown back for sath season of eigibiy in Terps BIG debut. 110. Central Michigan MAC 8 WR Titus Davisiis a star, but Chips stil working through OB battle. 
“G0. Syracuse ACC 10 T5 wins in past two years is best two-season stetch since 200001. 111. Tulsa AAC 11. Points will again be hard to come by for team coming off a 3-9 season. 
at ee 112. Kent State MAC 9 Won just four times last year — with Dri Archer and Roosevelt Nix. . 

Vanderbilt SEC 12 The defense should be legit, but need offense to avoid close losses. 113. Old Dominion C-USA __9 _ First full year in FBS, but has OB talent to make a decent run. 

= Navy Ind 3 Twomore years of OB Keenan Reynolds? Might be worth 20 wins, 114. UTEP C-USA 10 There's talent in backfield, but if the defense isn't better it won't matter. 
“Gd. Fiesno State MW 4 Coach Tim DeRuyter has fine options at OB, but none named Derek Car. . 119. Southem Miss C-USA 11 One win in two years, but move to C-USA West could aid recovery 
“65. Uah __Pac-l2 10 _Justfve conference wins npattwo yeas as Utes seek Pao12 racon, —_ 116. Amy Ind 4 Newcoach Jeff Monken inherits 12-game losing streak to Navy. 
“B6._BistonColege ACC 12 Foidatransfer OB Tyler Murphy ready to takeveins of offense. __—=«=««AT._UAB C-USA 12_ New coach Bil Clark oranted facilities upgrades. Now, about that O.. 

67. Aikansas SEC 13 Year 2 of Beilema’s epic rebuild could push Hog fans to brink of patience, 118. Georgia Southem Sun Belt 7 Beat lorida last year, now has 16 starters back for FBS debut. 

“68. nos Big Ten 10 Oklahoma State transfer Wes Lunt likely next up at quarterback. 119. Miami (Ohio) MAC 10 New coach, 15 returning starters, After 0-12 season, that’s something, 
_-59._Indiana Big Ten 11 Hoosiers will lean on RB Tevin Coleman as much as they can. 120. Eastern Michigan MAC 11 Chris Creighton takes over program that lacks winning season since '95. 
10. Virginia ACC 13 Good recruiting results haven't yielded on-field success for Mike London. 121. Appalachian State Sun Belt. 8 Welcome to FBS: 16 starters back, ex-Oregon WR Tacoi Sumler arrives. 
71. Northwestem Big Ten 12_ Worth watching to see if RB/RET Venric Mark makes successful return, 122. Wester Michigan MAC 12 Be patient. Coach P.J. Fleck just signed really good recruiting class. 

72. Nevada MW 5 Runof eight consecutive bowls ended in 2013. Offensive depth an issue, 123, Georgia State Sun Belt 9 — After winless 2013, retuming OB Ronnie Bell will need to win job in camp. 

73. Bell State MAC 3 _ Went offense-fueled 10-2 last season; must replace OB Keith Wenning. 124. Idaho Sun Belt 10 Paul Petrino’s adding talent, could add a few Ws after one-win 2013. 

74, Rutgers Big Ten 13 OB Gary Nova, RB Paul James lead team into brutal B1G schedule. 125. Hawaii MW 12. Maybe new DC Kevin Clune can keep the score down while O gets clicking 
15. Colorado State MW 6 _Looks capable of first consecutive bow seasons since 2002 and 2003 126 FU C-USA 13. Hopeis Year 3 of Ron Tumer leads to big things. "Big" might be relive. 
_16._Levisiana Sun Belt_1 Sun Belt faves have chance to make splash against Ole Miss, Boise State 127. New Mexico State Sun Belt 11 Made investment in coaches, trying to avoid basement in Sun Belt return. 
Ti. Gclorado Pac-12 11 Schedule makes improving on last year’s four wins a difficult proposition. 128. UMass MAC 13. Hopes new coach, new spread, can tum around 1-11 team, bad offense, 
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saute 
"TO PROTECTING PLAYERS, BUT 
BY DENNIS DODD \ “Wy S'NO" LONGER BEING IGNORED 


> Arizona qua ck Matt Scott (10) is checked 

i es on by ‘ralugrs after collapsing on the field in 
2 = the third quarter Agaiens the UCLA Bruins at the 
| i Rose Bowl. 


iy teh by ariiow oC TODAY. one 


Rises 


evolution of football has taken the game 

beyond the equipment manufacturers’ 
ability to protect players and the medical 
community's ability to treat them. 

And the resulting concussion debate is 
one that is quickly taking on the extremes. 

First off, we don’t need a medical journal 
to tell us that players have become bigger, 
stronger and faster. You know: [Force x Mass 
x Speed] and all that. 

No helmet can protect a player 100 
percent, but we are increasingly aware how 
distant we are from that 100 percent. 

Is it how many hits are delivered with the 
helmet? Or how many hits to the helmet? 

Or how big? Or how frequent? Or how direct? 

The answers are “yes, yes, yes, yes ... 
and yes.” 

So, what to do? 

As can be expected, the legal community 
has probed and exploited the treatment/ 
prevention methods of the NFL, NCAA 
and medical community, leading to the 
heightened concern and awareness of the 
dangers of football, particularly in terms of 
traumatic brain injuries. 

And now we're descending into the absurd 
with ambulance-chasing lawyers popping up 
on the screen, with 800 numbers (“operators 
are standing by!”) ready to dig up your 
share — and theirs — of the football-is- 
killing-people pie: “Attention, former NCAA 
athletes. Did you sustain a concussion while 
playing an NCAA sport? Call, 800...” 

Concussions are many things in this day 
and age. They've also become a product. 

Sure, the frequency of football concussions 
has increased. An NCAA study showed 
that 56 percent of all concussions suffered 
between 2004-2009 were by football players. 
That should have made some light bulbs go 
on above heads in Indianapolis. It didn’t. 

Prevention of and protection from brain 
trauma has been painfully slow in NCAA 
football. We probably wouldn't even know that 
much unless lawsuits had alleged the NCAA 
had been lax on prevention and treatment. 

At least 65 players have sued the NCAA 
over its handling of concussions according 
to AL.com, which developed a database to 
track those cases. Last year, 10 concussions 
lawsuits against the NCAA were bundled in 
the Northern District of Illinois. 

Not included in that group was the 
chilling situation at Frostburg State. Derek 
Sheely died of a subdural hematoma during 
a 2011 practice. The family’s lawsuit claims 
an assistant coach called Sheely a “pussy” 
for complaining about headaches. 

Former Eastern Illinois defensive back 
Adrian Arrington has three children and 


h t is a simple, unarguable point: The 
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is living on $430 a month in welfare. 
Arrington, 27, says he suffers from seizures 
caused by repeated blows to the head while 
playing football. His claim is at the front of 
those 10 bundled cases in Illinois. 

“We think Adrian's a very compelling 
witness,” said his lawyer Joe Siprut. 

The “win” for the NCAA in both cases 
might be to keep witnesses and their 
emotions from getting to the stand. We're 
here because the frequency and severity of 
concussions in football has increased. But 
that ignores that the frequency is at least as 
high among kids who fall off bikes or women 
who play soccer. What makes college football 
a target/victim is that it is a starting point. 

After writing a series on the subject last 
August, I began to get emails from so-called 
experts pitching the latest concussion “cure.” 
Or someone offering themselves as an expert. 
A lot of them from prestigious universities, 
Hey, if they can get mentioned on a national 
sports website, it might help them get tenure. 

So, yeah, there are more than divergent 
paths on the subject. There are layers. 

Neurologist Brian Hainline raised 
eyebrows last year when he said, “We're in 
the primitive stage of (concussion diagnosis) 
management.” 

Wait, primitive? 

“I'd say primitive is a fair enough word,” 
said Hainline, the NCAA’s chief medical officer. 
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“It would be a real misfortune to lose the 
game of football.” 

Teddy Roosevelt wrote those words 121 
years ago. As president, Roosevelt stepped 
in to help reform the game. The issues of 
player safety that almost killed football 
at the beginning of the last century have 
arisen again in the second decade of the 
21st century. 

Everyone wants player safety, but key 
people can’t even agree on basic issues 
about how to treat and prevent head 
trauma. Hainline said there are currently 
43 different definitions in the medical 
community for “concussion.” 

Forces are sometimes in direct conflict 
about how to proceed. And no one wants to 
get stuck with the bill — be it attorney's 
fees, insurance premiums, monster 
judgments or ... death. 

The game is starting to rehab itself at a 
logical starting point — limiting hitting. 
The Pac-12 and Ivy League limit full-contact 
practices to twice a week during the season. 
At a national player safety summit in 
January, the subject of a national limit of 
one such practice was raised. 

The controversial targeting penalty of last 
season had good intent. It penalized players 
for targeting the head area. Offenders were 
automatically ejected, pending a video 
review. The rule has been modified to 
eliminate the automatic ejection. 

Everyone is looking for direction as the 
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Ole Miss trainers tend to Rebels’ linebacker 
Serderius Bryant after an injury during the game against 
the Texas A&M Aggies at Vaught-Hemingway Stadium. 
Photo by Spruce Derden-USA TODAY Sports 
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Mississippi State quarterback Tyler Russell (17) lies 
on the field after a play during the third quarter against the 
Oklahoma State Cowboys at Reliant Stadium. 
Photo by Troy Taormina-USA TODAY Sports 


lawsuits continue to pile up. 

“People think we (health professionals) 
really understand concussions,” Hainline 
said, “We really don't.” 

So — in a way — it's every player/coach/ 
lawyer for himself. The NFL thought it had 
at least eliminated most of the litigation 
when it paid a group of former players $765 
million who had sued over brain injuries. 
But a judge blocked the settlement in 
January saying it might not be enough to 
cover 20,000 retired players. 

As Lindy’s went to press, the NCAA 
was in settlement talks with some of the 
concussion plaintiffs. But those conclusions 
only settle cases. 

We still don’t know the longstanding 
effects of head trauma. There are still 
decades of research to be done. CTE — 
chronic traumatic encephalopathy — is a 
football buzzword acronym. The condition 
has been blamed for everything from 
suicides to memory loss. A Boston hospital 
is collecting the brains of CTE-afflicted 
deceased players. 

But what hasn't been determined: 
Whether certain persons are genetically 
predisposed to CTE; or whether drug, 
alcohol or PED abuse caused the CTE. 
Those questions cannot be answered at the 
moment with any certainty. 

At the college level, head trauma issues 
are only beginning. College football needs 
a clear and forward vision: 

¢ A stringent return-to-play mandate 
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from the NCAA. The association merely 
“advises” that affected players not return to 
play until cleared by a physician. It makes 
players sign a document in which they take 


responsibility for reporting head injuries. 

That approach tends to put the burden 
on the player. An internal NCAA survey from 
2010 showed that 50 percent of responding 
schools didn’t required a player with a head 
injury to see a physician. Half said they 
would allow a player back in a game the 
same day he suffered a concussion. 


e A neurologist on the sideline for 
every game to diagnose concussions. There 
is admirable research being done at places 
like Virginia Tech. Biomechanical engineer 
Stefan Duma rates helmets each year the way 
Consumer Reports rates the safety of SUVs. 


° The NCAA must set aside a medical 
trust fund. Players affected with long-term 
head trauma issues must become more than 
legal adversaries. 


For now, Hainline should be credited. 
The former chief medical officer of the 
United States Tennis Association was hired 
in January 2013. Concussions are the No. 1 
issue on his plate. The nationally recognized 
neurologist has worked tirelessly to keep 
player safety foremost in the debate. 

“It's mandate vs. best practice,” Hainline 
said. “A mandate to have legislation and 
enforcement overlooking 1,100 NCAA 


schools; personally, I think that’s very 
difficult to do.” 

Best practice is a business buzzword 
meaning an accepted way of doing things. The 
problem is the term doesn’t carry much heft. 

Meanwhile, several states — including 
football-mad Texas — now have full-contact 
restrictions at the high school level. The NFL 
Players Association negotiated 14 full-contact 
practices in the 18-week regular season. 

Pop Warner limits full-contact hitting 
to one-third of a practice. The NCAA does 
not have any such restrictions during the 
regular season. 

Perhaps the moment the concussion 
debate reached critical mass was in January 
when a former Texas cheerleader took the 
stage in January at the American Football 
Coaches Association annual convention. 

Her name is Dr. Sandra Chapman, and for 
the AFCA, she was the coaches’ rebuttal to 
the concussion debate. 

“If you haven't sensed it,” AFCA executive 
director Grant Teaff told an audience that 
day, “our game’s under attack.” 

Chapman was part of the counterattack. 
The founder and chief director of the Center 
for Brain Health at the University of Texas- 
Dallas is a cognitive neuroscientist. Her 
suggestion to the group was that things aren't 
as bad as the national narrative suggests. 

“I want to change the conversation that 
you're hearing,” she said. “We're showing a 
(positive) brain change (after injury), not in 
months and years, but in literally hours.” 

Sounds outlandish. It also sounds a bit 
Frankensteinian. Chapman used words like 
“regeneration” and “plasticity.” She showed 
slides that indicated that training injured 
brains to think in complex ways causes 
white matter (part of the brain's learning 
center) to increase. 

In other words, an important part of 
protecting players from long-term injury 
can occur after a head trauma takes place. 
It wouldn't be quite fair to call her a rent- 
an-expert; after all, Chapman was not paid 
to speak by the AFCA. However, she did 
briefly promote a book as the session ended. 

So this growing problem that is 
threatening the very game is rapidly evolving 
with the opinions of dueling experts, relying 
on improving helmets, creating practice 
restrictions, influencing the game through 
penalties, developing in-game responses by 
trainers ... with ambulance-chasing lawyers 
and potential blockbuster settlements 
laying in wait to make the game financially 
unfeasible if the NCAA and others are not 
successful in dealing with this problem and 
protecting players better. 

That’s all. 
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\\ COLLE ; een 
i} FOOTBAGL OLLEct mpressive, to say the least, is this 


yas _— Ot selection committee for the College 
3 Football Playoff. 

They come from varying walks of life 
— coaching, the playing field, media, 

: N athletic administration. Even a member 
Pee : +, COLLER: of the cabinet, former Secretary of State 
PLAYOFF ib POOTBALI Condoleezza Rice. mn 

Se Unlike the multi-dimensional, computer- 
choked BCS, this 13-member blue-ribbon 
committee will be making postseason 
decisions on their own. Subjectively for 
better or worse. 

Powerful? You bet. 

These people are helping to 
revolutionize the sport of college football. 
They have become the most powerful body 
in amateur athletics. 

\, Not just the faces of college football — 
= i BS st a that will still be the players and coaches — 
: but the faces that folks will most likely be 
6) COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF A calling nasty names come December. 

" But they can take it. 

While impressive and powerful are 
two words that come to mind to describe 
the selection committee, the conference 
commissioners who selected them were 
certain that another word would be 
appropriate: Unassailable. 


(a 
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This Teflon Committee is filled with credentials 
that transcend sport to what can generally be 
summarized as “more important things.” 

e After spending his life training men 
to go to war, former Air Force Academy 
superintendent Lt. Gen. Mike Gould will 
spend his time as a volunteer member of 
this group justifying his thought process on 
“why didn’t Boise State get in?” 

¢ Rice spent part of her life out-scheming 
terrorists. It seems almost inappropriate 
chatting her up on how Alabama out- 
schemed Georgia. 

e Arkansas AD Jeff Long is the committee 
chair, presumably because he was a guy with 
enough guts to fire Bobby Petrino. 

e Tom Jernstedt was the No. 2 person 
at the NCAA when his four decades at the 


iati ded, and h ith 
IT’S ALL ABOUT THE SELECTION = aretine rsonene gy dean 
e Former Big East commissioner Mike 
CO M M ITTEE nun AN D TH E B I G G ER Tranghese is ee of the most respected 
AND BIGGER BUCKS Hi eadsetea ges weet Atta 
player in football, so he doesn’t have to 


BY DENNIS DODD listen to anybody. 


; Pe: @ Ole Miss legend Archie Manning and 
Photo by Kevin Jairaj-USA TODAY Sports West Virginia AD Oliver Luck qualify at least 


in part because of their genetic excellence. 
Just ask Peyton, Eli and Andrew about them. 


Above Photo: College Football Playoff executive director Bill Hancock (left) and new chairman of the playoff committee e USC legend and AD Pat Haden is the 
Jeff Long (right) answer questions during a press conference at the College Football Playoff headquarters. resident Rhodes Scholar of the committee. 
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© Tom Osborne is ... well, Tom Osborne. 


Who do they have to tell what they 
think? Well, according to the CFP website: 
“The selection committee process will 
be as transparent as possible ... we want 
to create an arrangement that allows for 
maximum disclosure, while also allowing the 
committee to deliberate among themselves 
in a thoughtful and effective manner. The 
selection committee will have a structure 
and a defined set of procedures that will be 
made available to the public.” 

In other words, don’t expect much to be 
made public. 

We do not expect to find out where Barry 
Alvarez voted for Wisconsin or any team in 
the Big Ten, for instance, or whether Condi 
Rice was the deciding vote to keep Stanford 
out of the four-team playoff. But we do 
expect to hear that some members stepped 
out of the room when schools with their 
interest were discussed or voted upon. 

It’s a different sport, but the football 
committee is going to operate a lot like that 
men’s basketball committee. The difference 
is the basketball group’s decisions are largely 
accepted by public and media. All the 
committee does, really, is select 37 at-large 
teams and seed the field. 

If SMU doesn’t get into the basketball 
tournament, it’s maybe a 12-hour story in 
Dallas, and we move on. 

The CFP committee is going to be deciding 
futures of programs, coaches, players and 
leagues. They will subjectively choose which 
four teams get to participate in this long- 
awaited “playoff” ... and which of the other 
124 teams do not. 

If you thought the BCS was subjective — 
with its polls and computers — get ready 
for some foot brawl. No matter how many 
degrees they've earned, the committee's 
objectivity is going to be questioned. 
Eventually, the same query that defines the 
Alabama-Auburn rivalry in that great state 
is going to be asked in some form of the 
game's overseers. 

“Who ya pullin’ for?” 

Technically, no one, but what's that 
old saying about perception being more 
important than reality? Everybody in that 
Washington, D.C., meeting room graduated 
from somewhere. Or they worked somewhere. 
Or their kids went somewhere. Or their 
friends coach somewhere. 

Guard those cell phone numbers, ladies 
and gentlemen. Guard them well. 

At press time, the committee was still 
deciding a recusal policy for its members. Rice, 
for example, is a Stanford political science 


professor (she was the university's provost 
before her political appointments), and got 
her master’s degree at Notre Dame, where she 
later served on the board of directors. 

The 13 members have degrees from 
or have worked for nearly half of the 65 
universities in the Big Five conferences 
(or Notre Dame). 

Did they realize what they were getting 
into? It’s one thing breaking down the 
situation in the Mideast, it’s another dealing 
with an Ohio State football fan who has 
gotten your cell phone number. 

“I'm sure I have a full grasp of what it will 


entail,” Long said. 

“It’s something we all recognize going 
in,” said Steve Wieberg, who spent more 
than three decades covering college athletics 
at USA Today. “(Playoff executive director) 
Bill Hancock was pretty open with all of us 
going in with the scrutiny that we'll have, 
and the controversy that we generate and 
the pressure that we'll be under.” 

OK, as long as we're all on the same page, 
considering we live in a world where a nut- 
job Alabama fan thinks nothing of poisoning 
trees at Auburn. 

As a group, they're used to public 


THE SELECTION COMMITTEE 


The 13-members of the selection committee are unpaid, 


and on three-year terms: 
Jeff Long, Arkansas AD, Chair 
Barry Alvarez, Wisconsin AD 


Mike Gould, former superintendent of the U.S. Air Force Academy 


Pat Haden, USC AD 


Tom Jernstedt, former NCAA executive vice president 


Oliver Luck, West Virginia AD 


Archie Manning, former Ole Miss quarterback 
Tom Osborne, former coach, AD at Nebraska 


Dan Radakovich, Clemson AD 


Condoleeza Rice, Stanford professor, former U.S. Secretary of State 

Mike Tranghese, former commissioner of the Big East 

Steve Wieberg, former college football reporter, USA Today 

Tyrone Willingham, former coach at Notre Dame, Stanford and Washington 


Their duties: 


Rank the top 25 teams from midseason to end of the regular season. 
Select and seed the best four teams for the playoff. 

Assign eight other teams to the four “host” bowls. 

Note: The top 25 ranking will begin in midseason for informational 
purposes only, and the only poll that counts will be the final one 
(Dec. 6-7). Votes and totals will not be released. 


Team selection criteria: 


It’s pretty much up to the committee (no binding polls or computer 
rankings). Among factors to be considered: 


Win-loss record 
Strength of schedule 
Head-to-head results 


Comparison of results against common opponents 


Conference championships 


Note: In the spring, committee members were given an iPad specially 
loaded with software allowing them to watch any game in the country at 
any time (so they will not travel to games as special guests, etc.). 
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WOULD-BE PLAYOFF 
MATCHUPS FROM BCS ERA 


If the new College Football Playoff was in place over the past 16 years, two 
more teams would have been in the hunt for the national championship each 
season. Here's a look at the actual BCS Championship Game, and what the 
playoff matchups would have been (using the BCS rankings), but keep in mind 
that the Selection Committee will not be bound by the computers and polls 


that bound the BCS rankings: 


Note: The top-rated team went 8-8, and has won only three of the past nine. 


1998 

Actual: Tennessee 23, Florida State 16 
No. 1 Tennessee vs. No. 4 Ohio State 
No. 2 Florida State vs. No. 3 Kansas State 


1999 

Actual: Florida State 46, Virginia 
Tech 29 

No. 1 Florida State vs. No. 4 Alabama 
No. 2 Virginia Tech vs. No. 3 Nebraska 


2000 

Actual: Oklahoma 13, Florida State 2 
No. 1 Oklahoma vs. No. 4 Washington 
No. 2 Florida State vs. No. 3 Miami 


2001 

Actual: Miami 37, Nebraska 14 
No. 1 Miami vs. No. 4 Oregon 

No. 2 Nebraska vs. No. 3 Colorado 


2002 

Actual: Ohio State 31, Miami 24 (20T) 
No. 1 Miami vs. No. 4 USC 

No. 2 Ohio State vs. No. 3 Georgia 


2003 

Actual: LSU 21, Oklahoma 14 
No. 1 Oklahoma vs. No. 4 Michigan 
No. 2 LSU vs. No. 3 USC 


2004 

Actual: USC 55, Oklahoma 19 
No. 1 USC vs. No. 4 Texas 

No. 2 Oklahoma vs. No. 3 Auburn 


2005 

Actual: Texas 41, USC 38 

No. 1 USC vs. No. 4 Ohio State 
No. 2 Texas vs. No. 3 Penn State 


2006 

Actual: Florida 41, Ohio State 14 
No. 1 Ohio State vs. No. 4 LSU 

No. 2 Florida vs. No. 3 Michigan 


2007 

Actual: LSU 38, Ohio State 24 

No. 1 Ohio State vs. No. 4 Oklahoma 
No. 2 LSU vs. No. 3 Virginia Tech 


2008 

Actual: Florida 24, Oklahoma 14 
No. 1 Oklahoma vs. No. 4 Alabama 
No. 2 Florida vs. No. 3 Texas 


2009 

Actual: Alabama 37, Texas 21 
No. 1 Alabama vs. No. 4 TCU 
No. 2 Texas vs. No. 3 Cincinnati 


2010 

Actual: Auburn 22, Oregon 19 
No. 1 Auburn vs. No. 4 Stanford 
No. 2 Oregon vs. No. 3 TCU 


2011 

Actual: Alabama 21, LSU 0 

No. 1 LSU vs. No. 4 Stanford 

No. 2 Alabama vs. No. 3 Oklahoma State 


2012 

Actual: Alabama 42, Notre Dame 14 
No. 1 Notre Dame vs. No. 4 Oregon 
No. 2 Alabama vs. No. 3 Florida 


2013 

Actual: Florida State 34, Auburn 31 
No. 1 Florida State vs. No. 4 Michigan State 
No. 2 Auburn vs. No. 3 Alabama 


scrutiny. They'd better be. The reason 
we're in the playoff era in the first place is 
because of public outcry. All those years of 
somebody screaming bloody murder had its 
desired effect. 

That outrage is what the BCS commissioners 
— now called the Management Committee — 
accepted as their mandate: Hey, you wanted a 
playoff? We're giving you a playoff. 

Everything else is details. Many, many 
details. And, um ... you know who resides in 
the details. 


MEET THE NEW BOSS... 
SAME AS THE OLD BOSS 

The commissioners of the major 
conferences, who spent recent years 
assembling rosters of teams that can sling 
weight in TV contract negotiations as well 
as with the bowls, have created a marvelous 
curtain of Oz. Don’t look behind the curtain, 
or you'll see what we've always seen, which 
is a system that makes sure the biggest boys 
make the most money. 

Consider that the BCS was worth about 
$180 million per year. But the current 
contracts in the playoff era balloon that 
number to about $600 million annually. 

Everything else — including who 
actually gets into the four-team playoff — 
is secondary. Still, the fatal flaw of the BCS 
(R.LP., 1998-2013) was that there weren't 
enough thumbs to plug all the leaks, er, 
bugs in the computers. 


¢ Remember, Nebraska played Miami 
for the title in 2001 without so much as 
winning its Big 12 division and after losing 
to Colorado by 26. 

© Two years later Oklahoma got plastered 
by four touchdowns in the Big 12 title game, 
yet, remained No. 1 in the BCS. So much for 
college football's “every game counts” motto. 

¢ The final outrage came when LSU and 
Alabama played a rematch of a regular-season 
game in the 2012 BCS Championship Game. 
While New Orleans loved it, the regional 
success brought the third-lowest ratings of 
the 16-year BCS era. Average postseason 
attendance hit a 33-year low that year. 


That was a straw that broke the will of 
BCS apologists. A month later, the Big Ten 
was talking openly about a playoff, which 
brings us to this moment. 

“We have to listen to the fans; we cannot be 
tone-deaf,” Northwestern AD Jim Phillips said. 
By the end of June 2012, the first-ever, 

play-your-way-in national championship 
system was established for the highest-level 
of college football. 

But, be careful what you wish for? 
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Four teams do not a satisfying playoff 
system make. 

On the surface, four teams are better than 
two. More access, one more round. But more 
fairness? The same old arguments will rage, 
although the debate moves from “Who's 
No. 3?” to “Who's No. 5?” 

And even Nos. 6 and No. 7 will be heard from. 

Recognize, too, that this system might 
have led last year’s epic Auburn-Alabama 
regular-season showdown to become merely 
a seeding battle (along with those Iron Bowl 
bragging rights). Both teams still finished in 
the top four. 

The FBS commissioners gave final approval 
only after deciding that a four-teamer 
wouldn't much impact the regular season 
— yet, they fell short of establishing a 
“conference champions only” edict. Based on 
the Bama-Auburn scenario above, how long 
before coaches are faced with the prospect of 
resting key players late in the season? 

“T don’t think anything is going to lessen 
the controversy,” said Big 12 commissioner 
Bob Bowlsby, who helped craft the playoff. 
“T think that's one of the things that makes 
it great, that everyone is always talking 
about it and no one really agrees.” 


PROGRESS IN FITS AND STARTS 

Yet, we have made progress. The nation’s 
No. 2 sport (next to the NFL) now has more 
juice. Six major bowls will rotate through as 
semifinal sites during a 12-year sequence. 
Each bowl (Orange, Fiesta, Cotton, Rose, 
Peach, Sugar) will host a semifinal game 
four times during that period. 

The real bowl experience — we are told — 
will come in those semifinals. Participating 
teams will be leaving campus shortly after 
Christmas to bask in the semifinal glory of 
traditional bowls. 

The first two semifinal sites are the Rose 
and Sugar. The No. 1 seed will play the 
No. 4 seed. No. 2 will play No. 3. Those 
teams and seeds will be determined solely 
by that selection committee. The winners 
advance to the championship game. Those 
teams will arrive on a Friday for what will 
be in most years, a Monday title game. 

The selection committee also will be 
responsible for populating those four bowls 
outside the semifinals. They will lean 
toward conference champions, though not 
necessarily. The BCS devalued conference 
titles, and creators of this College Football 
Playoff wouldn't go as far as revaluing them, 
since that might not benefit the Big Five 
conferences, Nebraska (2001) and Alabama 
(2011), remember, played for national 
championships without even getting to their 
conference championship games. 


That’s why SEC commissioner Mike Slive 
lobbied for the four best teams at the top 
instead of conference champions. Given 
his conference’s dominance, a playoff 
theoretically doubles the chances of the SEC 
playing for a national championship in the 
playoff era. 

Only one of the remaining eight big bowl 
spots is reserved for the highest-ranked team 
among the so-called Group of Five 
(Sun Belt, MAC, American, Mountain West 
and Conference USA), which really ought to 
be called the “Little Five,” or “Five on the 
Side.” 

But Slive and his Big Five brethren cannot 
help but note that last year that team 
probably would have been Central Florida. 
How does that grab you on the excite-o- 
meter for TV ratings? Not quite like the 
Boise State Cinderella days, is it? 

Another way to look at it, though, is that 
a Group of Five team reaching the four-team 
playoff would likely generate monumental 
interest as an underdog. So there's that. 


START SAVING NOW 

It remains to be seen if the average fan 
has enough money to follow his favorite 
team through a conference championship 
game, a national semifinal, and a national 
championship game. Another thought: 
Could the hoards of visiting fans dwindle for 
regular-season games while folks save up 
hoping for the biggest trips? 

Just a ticket for the game is expected 
to outpace even the Super Bowl’s $800 
minimum face value. Early “premium 
packages,” which include hosted receptions 
and the like, start at nearly $2,000, although 
those are marketed for general fans (read: 
corporate buyers) rather than seats that will 
be made available to fans of participating 
teams. Still, they’re not gonna be cheap. 

The first championship game was pro- 
grammed from its outset as a collegiate Super 
Bowl: Dallas-Fort Worth’s AT&T Stadium won the 
bid for that first championship game on Jan. 
12, 2015. That makes for an 11-day pause as 
the sport looks more like the NFL each day. 

Those commissioners didn’t award North 
Texas the first championship game just 
hoping it would be a success. In short, they 
recognized that they needed the Jerry Dome 
hype machine in the rotation. The stadium 
will also host a national semifinal following 
the 2015 season. 

To get to this point, the commissioners 
essentially took over the sport, becoming its 
de facto landlords. 

Elsewhere, though, muscles — financial 
and otherwise — were flexed. For the first 
time since it started in 1951, the coaches’ 


poll won't have a direct hand in deciding the 
national championship. That's one ancillary 
impact of the selection committee. The 
coaches will keep the crystal football, which 
became a symbol of the championship in the 
BCS era. The playoff will have its own trophy. 

ESPN won the TV rights. The playoff is 
worth $7.2 billion over the 12-year life of 
the deal. ESPN CEO John Skipper says the 
four-team playoff will be locked in to the 
end in 2026. Others aren't so sure. They 
say an eight-team playoff is inevitable and 
arriving soon. 

Conference realignment had a lot to do 
with schools clustering together for this 
moment. It was important to end up ina 
Big Five league (Pac-12, Big Ten, ACC, SEC, 
Big 12) competing for those playoff spots. 


SIX-BOWL ROTATION 

Cities and bowls had to bid to become part 
of the six-bowl rotation. That was a huge 
boost for the Chick-fil-A in Atlanta, which 
had been a second-level bowl, and when it 
earned the rights, it quickly returned to its 
Peach Bowl roots by changing back to its 
old-school name. 

The Cotton Bowl was left out of the 
original BCS bowl rotation in 1998. It bided 
its time and, aided by Jones’ stadium, now is 
back in the big time. 

The SEC and Big 12 now basically “own” the 
Sugar Bowl, leveraging their brands and teams. 
The New Orleans-based bowl couldn't afford to 
say no. Sugar executive director Paul Hoolahan 
bragged the day after that LSU-Alabama 
rematch that he had a $40 million “war chest” 
to buy his way into the playoff rotation. 

The SEC might have argued that a lot 
of that $40 million came from Hoolahan 
being able to host SEC teams over the 
years. Nevertheless, the Sugar was in, and 
— in years when the semifinals don’t pass 
through New Orleans — the SEC and Big 12 
each will receive checks for $90 million. 

The Rose has a similar arrangement 
maintaining its traditional partnership with 
the Big Ten and Pac-12. It might be the only 
place the word “traditional” can be used in 
college football's new world. 

The Orange will host the ACC champion 
against either an SEC/Big Ten team or Notre 
Dame. The Fiesta, Peach, and Cotton will 
be “open” when the semifinals don’t pass 
through Phoenix, Atlanta, or Dallas. 

Holding it all together — hopefully — 
is that selection committee. They will begin 
issuing a Top 25 at some interval beginning 
at midseason. It will not contain voting 
totals and will not be binding. 

It will be meant as a reference point. And 
a starting point for the squealing to begin. 


a 
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PLAYOFF FAQS 


Let's start with the very basics: The College Football Playoff is 
a lim:ted liability company (CFP Administration LLP) managed by 
the 10 commissioners of the NCAA's Football Bowl Subdivision. 

It grew out of a public outcry for a more fair way to 
determine the FBS champion. For the previous 16 years, 
the Bowl Championship Series — also managed by the 
commissioners — matched the top two teams in the BCS 
standings to play for the championship. 

The teams and seeds will be determined by a 13-member 
selection committee. 


Each of these six bowls will host a semifinal four times over 
the next 12 years (once every three years). 


© Rose Bowl, Pasadena, Calif. 

e Orange Bowl, Miami 

e Fiesta Bowl, Glendale, Ariz. 

e Sugar Bowl, New Orleans 

e Cotton Bowl, Arlington, Texas 
e Peach Bowl, Atlanta 


Winners of the semifinals will advance to the championship 
game at separately bid sites. 


2014 SEASON 
Semifinals: Rose Bowl and Sugar Bowl, Jan. 1, 2015 
Championship Game: AT&T Stadium, Jan. 12, 2015 


2015 SEASON 
Semifinals: Orange Bowl and Cotton Bowl, Jan. 1, 2016 
Championship Game: University of Phoenix Stadium, Jan. 11, 2016 


2016 SEASON 
Semifinals: Sugar Bowl and Peach Bowl, Jan. 1, 2017 
Championship Game: Raymond James Stadium, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 


The #1 seed will play #4, and #2 will play #3, at sites most 
conducive to the top seeds. For instance, last season #1 Florida 
State would have played in the Sugar Bowl. 


The ESPN contract is for 12 years (through the 2026 season), 
worth a total of $7.2 billion. Current administrators say the 
playoff will stay at four teams, but there is much speculation 
that the system will expand to eight teams before 2026. 


Certainly the Big Five conferences (Big 12, Big Ten, Pac- 
12, ACC, SEC) which, in essence, have taken ownership of FBS 
football. Those conferences (encompassing 65 schools, including 
Notre Dame) will be awarded almost all of the 12 annual berths 
in the big bowls, and probably all four in the playoff. 

The champions of those five conferences are guaranteed 
a spot in big bowls, but not in the four-team playoff. 
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One spot in the six bowls will be reserved for the top-rated 
team in the so-called Group of Five conferences (Sun Belt, 
MAC, Mountain West, American, Conference USA). Once again, 
the selection committee will decide. 

Also, there’s Notre Dame, which can be selected for a spot in 
one of the four “host” bowls (those outside the two semifinals). 


Those Group of Five schools will have a hard time getting 
into the top four. The Mountain West and American are 
thought to be the strongest of those five. Look for an annual 
battle between those two champions to get the one spot. 

Also, Notre Dame. Aside from reaching the top four, its only 
guaranteed spot among the six bowls is the Orange Bowl. The 
Irish can be selected a maximum of twice to play the ACC 
champion over the 12-year period. 


There is no limit. Yes, conceivably two, three or (cough) four 
SEC teams could play for the national championship ... or at 
least be among the teams in the six monster bowls. 


One of the benefits is supposedly to organize the six biggest 
bowls. The Rose and Sugar will retain their traditional New Year's 
Day slots, with three other games played on Dec. 31, and another 
in the morning of New Year's Day, except when it falls on a Sunday. 


For the 2014 season: the Peach, Fiesta, and Orange will be 
on Dec. 31; the Cotton on the morning of Jan. 1, with the 
Rose and Sugar to follow as semifinal games. 

For the 2015 season: the semifinals at the Orange and 
Cotton will be on Dec. 31 (with the Peach that morning); 
the Fiesta, Rose, and Sugar will stage a fairly traditional 
New Year's Day bowl lineup. 

And for the 2016 season: the semifinals at the Peach and 
Fiesta will be on Dec. 31 (with the Orange that day, too); the 
Cotton, Rose, and Sugar will play on Monday, Jan. 2. 


Who knows, but the conferences desperately want the lesser 
bowls to stay alive and they are agreeing to huge mandatory 
ticket purchases, which prop up the bowls financially. And 
ESPN likes having programming throughout December to help 
drive interest in the playoffs and big bowls, so don’t expect 
this to kill off the other bowls. 


During the BCS era, schools were required to buy 17,500 
tickets each. That took some of the burden off the bowls in 
selling tickets, but it often put a financial burden on the 
schools. According to USA Today, Connecticut was stuck for 
a bill totaling $1.6 million in the 2010 season when it couldn't 
sell tickets to the Fiesta Bowl. 

In the playoff era, the four semifinalists will be required 
to buy 12,500 seats, and the two championship teams will be 
required to buy 20,000 more. 
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Recipes from Florida State University Football Flashback: 
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Texas A&M Football Flashback: 
The History of the Aggies 


Over 100 former great college 
football players and coaches - and 
their wives - reveal their favorite 
recipes for tailgating or for while 
watching the game at home. The 
contributors to “Spread Forma- 
tion” resembles an All-America 
Team: Herschel Walker, Archie 
Manning, Roger Staubach, Paul a 
Hornung, Lee Roy Jordan, Bart re yy 
Starr, Charlie Ward, Fran Tarkenton, 4 

Eli Manning, Nick Saban, Dabo Nf 


Bobby Bowden, Barry Alvarez, Pat 
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Barry Switzer, Mack Brown and 192 pgs. 
many other greats. In addition to $16.95 
recipes, you will also see tailgating 
scenes from around the country. 
This book has what you need to 
become a champion of tailgating! 
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ddressing media following 

Florida State’s spring game, 

quarterback Jameis Winston 

paused dramatically before 

placing a gold chain necklace 
over his head. At the end dangled his 
ACC championship ring. 

On his left hand sparkled a national 
championship ring so big it could have 
its own zip code. 

“We just got ‘em so I’m trying to 
wear ‘em as much as I can,” Winston 
said. 

Jameis wasn’t going all Macklemore 
on the press; he was just a kid playing 
with his toys. 

In case you’ve just landed from Mars 
and have never heard of the second- 
most famous kid from near Bessemer, 
Ala. — Bo Jackson has a street named 
after him there — here’s a quick run- 
down on Winston’s 2013 redshirt fresh- 
man season: 

e Undefeated national champion- 
ship season 

¢ Heisman Trophy 

¢ Walter Camp Trophy for NCAA 


college football Player of the Year 

¢ Manning Award for best college 
quarterback 

¢ Associated Press Player of the Year 

¢ Consensus All-American 

¢ ACC Player of the Year 

¢ FBS and ACC single-season records 
for most passing yards, 4,057, and most 
passing touchdowns, 40, by a freshman. 

He was too young to join the NFL 
this year — players have to be three 
years out of high school before they 
can enter the draft — so the best college 
quarterback since ... well, since the 2012 
version of Johnny Manziel ... is back for 
another year. And perhaps more. 

Winston said he loves college and 
not only is he playing for the Seminoles 
this year because he has to, he also plans 
to be a Seminole in 2015 because he 
wants to. 

“T think he genuinely likes being a 
college student,” FSU coach Jimbo Fish- 
er said. “I think something is going to 
have to push him out or run him out.” 

So NFL teams can wipe off the drool 
and put away the checkbooks; it may 


Bo who? 
Jameis Winston 
knows football, 
baseball and 
championships 


By Dennis Dodd 


be at least two years before he plays on 
Sundays. 

That is, unless the 6-4, 235-pound 
athletic wonder decides he wants to be 
one of the boys of summer instead (or 
too). The Texas Rangers drafted him in 
the 15th round out of high school, and 
the relief pitcher for the Seminoles talks 
openly of becoming the next Bo Jackson 
or Deion Sanders. 

Jackson was the first player to be se- 
lected to play in an All-Star Game and a 
Pro Bowl, and only seven players have 
participated in both pro leagues since 
1970. 

“We're talking about a young man 
who is probably the most popular ath- 
lete in all of college sports,” said FSU 
baseball coach Mike Martin Sr. “If you 
can name one who is not familiar with 
Jameis Winston, then please do.” 

He’s the full package — the smile, 
the personality, the leadership. After 
a teammate returned an interception 
(not his) for a touchdown in the spring 
game, Jameis was one of the first to greet 
him, but not for congratulations. 

“Tell me,” Winston challenged, 
“you weren't running full out?” 

The only question surrounding Win- 
ston is whether there will be any linger- 
ing effects from last season’s accusations 
that he sexually assaulted a woman in 
2012. No charges were filed after Florida 
state prosecutor Willie Meggs said there 
wasn’t enough evidence. 

In April, the New York Times pub- 
lished an investigation of the Winston 
case that alleges the university, the state 
and the police department all botched 
their investigations of the matter. 


Whether that story will affect 
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Winston’s season also is unknown. 
What is known is that Winston believes 
the matter is behind him. 

“I'm never worried about any- 
thing,” Winston said. “When that in- 
cident came up, I was never worried.” 

For now, Jameis is the latest reincar- 
nation of the world-turning star who is 
bigger than college football. Tim Tebow 
begat Cam Newton who begat Manziel 
who begat Jameis. 

He’s the second player to win a 
Heisman and the national champion- 
ship in the same season since 2004 and 
the first quarterback to win a national 
championship within two years of high 
school (Jamelle Holieway, Oklahoma, 
1985S). 


Jameis Winston Todd Gurley 


But there may be more — much 
more — to come. 

“I'm fighting boredom right now,” 
Winston said. “It’s good to be bored. 
Because when you're bored, you want 
to do more.” 

This spring he learned what play- 
ing in the NFL and the MLB might be 
like. In his first meaningful action since 
throwing the game-winning touch- 
down pass in the BCS title game, Win- 
ston threw 56 passes in the Florida State 
spring game. 

That game came in the middle of 
a 40-hour period during which he also 
played two Seminole baseball games 
300 miles north at Georgia Tech. 

He might also find out what it’s 


Melvin Gordon Antwan Goodley 


Te. 6 a ~ = 


ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


like to play for two national champions 
in different sports in one school year, 
something quite rare these days. 

After the baseball season, it’s back 
to football, and the defending national 
champions are going to be picked pre- 
season No. 1 by several outlets — in- 
cluding Lindy’s — for good reason. 

Yeah, there are some questions on 
the offense, but when you’ve got the 
best offensive player in the country, 
is anyone really questioning Florida 
State’s offense? 

The only real question about 
Winston is the over/under on the num- 
ber of rings he’ll have on his fingers 
and hanging around his neck when his 
college career is finally done. 


Amari Cooper Devin Funchess 


FIRST TEAM SECOND TEAM 


Name 

Jameis Winston 
Todd Gurley 
Melvin Gordon 


a 
RB 


“ 
6-1 
6-1 
5-10 


ws 
232 
207 
225 


Me 


Jr. 
Jt 
Sr 


School 
Florida State 
Georgia 
Wisconsin 


Name 
ras 
RB T.J. Yeldon 


Mike Davis 


Marcus Mariota 


School 
Oregon 
Alabama 
South Carolina 


“ fs 
6-2 
5-9 


a 
221 
216 


Hs 
Jr. 
dr. 


5-11 
6-0 
6-3 
6-3 
6-5 
6-7 
6-5 
6-6 


175 
178 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Kansas State 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Oregon 
Baylor 
Stanford 
LSU 
Cincinnati 
Toledo 


Antwan Goodley 
Amari Cooper 
Devin Funchess 
Reese Dismukes 
Cameron Erving 
Cedric Ogbuehi 
Brandon Scherff 
Tre’ Jackson 
Roberto Aguayo 


Baylor 
Alabama 
Michigan 
Auburn 
Florida State 
Texas A&M 
lowa 

Florida State 
Florida State 


Tyler Lockett 
Rashad Greene 
Nick O’Leary 
Hroniss Grasu 
Spencer Drango 
Andrus Peat 
La’el Collins 

Eric Lefeld 
Jeremiah Detmer 


6-1 
5-10 
6-3 
6-6 
6-5 
6-5 
6-4 
6-1 


204 
225 
295 
302 
300 
320 
339 
209 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
So. 


Brandon Scherff 


Reese Dismukes Cameron Erving Cedric Ogbuehi Tre’ Jackson Roberto Aguayo 


2014 www.lindyssports.com Lindy’s Sports Annuals 23 


ic Beasley played tailback, 

H-back and linebacker in 

high school. Clemson signed 

him in 2010 to play tight 

end but quickly moved him 
to linebacker. 

When Brent Venables became the 
Tigers’ defensive coordinator after the 
2011 season, he moved Beasley again, 
this time to defensive end. 

As a backup end in 2012, Beasley 
racked up eight sacks in just 288 de- 
fensive plays. Then, as a starter last 
year, his 23 tackles for loss, including 


13 sacks, earned the versatile vagabond 
consensus All-America honors. 

Defensive end clearly was the right 
place for the 2013 Lombardi Award 
finalist. 

Well, maybe not. 

“When (Clemson’s coaches) moved 
me from tight end to linebacker, | told 
them that’s where I wanted to play if 
they were going to move me anywhere 
else,” Beasley said. 

This fall, Beasley may again get to 
play the position he says is natural for 
him. 


Photo by Geoff Burke-USA TODAY Sports 


Versatile 
Beasley 
has his 
sights set 
on sack 
record 


By Greg Wallace 


While the Tigers’ game-day pro- 
gram will still say defensive end after 
Beasley’s name, he’ll be moving into a 
hybrid role that includes playing some 
snaps at outside linebacker, the posi- 
tion he is expected to play in the NFL. 

It should add more versatility to 
Beasley’s game and make an already 
stout and improving Tiger defense bet- 
ter. 

“T think the coaches are going to 
play me off the ball a lot more than 
they did the previous year, so that'll 
also affect me in my outcome as an 
NFL draft prospect,” Beasley said. “It's 
kind of natural for me to play lineback- 
er and rush the edge. It all comes natu- 
ral, so it’s not a big deal for me.” 

The speedy and athletic rusher reg- 
istered a sack in eight of Clemson’s 13 
games last year, helping the Tigers lead 
the nation in tackles for loss. 

His 13 sacks were third on Clem- 
son’s all-time single-season list be- 
hind the 16 of linebacker Keith Adams 
(1998-2000) and the 15.5 of defensive 
end Da’Quan Bowers (2008-2010). 
He’ll begin the season with 21 career 
sacks, well within reach of the program 
record of 28 held by Michael Dean 
Perry (1984-1987) and Gaines Adams 
(2002-2006). 

Beasley considered entering the 
NFL draft last year and received a sec- 
ond-round grade from the NFL draft 
advisory committee. 

“T felt my grade didn’t affect my de- 
cision,” he said. “I felt if I went to the 
Combine, I could improve my skills 
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and boost my stock up to that first 
round.” 

But so could being a stronger, 
more complete player with experi- 
ence playing linebacker, especially 
since that’s where NFL scouts expect 
him to play. 

He said the scouts told him to put 
on more weight and learn to play the 
run better. 

So he’s trying to do just that. Last 
year, Beasley played at 230 pounds. 
This fall, he aims to play between 240 
and 245 pounds. 

Venables played coy about which 
position Beasley will play this fall, but 
said his defensive star can improve his 
all-around game in multiple ways. 

“T just think it’s his overall 


4 R 
Vic Beasley Leonard Williams 


awareness, his confidence,” Venables 
said. “The game should be slowed 
down now, so it’s even playing at 
a faster level. He’s working hard to 
continue to add to his strength and 
weight. He’s strong, but (if) he can just 
get a little more thickness to him.” 

Beasley also has become a team 
leader. 

During the offseason, Beasley said 
he “was able to help players around 
me become better and also help myself 
become better,” which he said was his 
proudest offseason achievement. 

After a big year, there is always 
the fear of a drop-off the next season 
because opposing offenses game-plan 
and throw double-teams at a player 

(see: Jadeveon Clowney). But Beasley 


DEFENSE 


iF 


Michael Bennett Shilique Calhoun 


ES A Se 
AULAMIBRUIGA 


said he isn’t worried about that, large- 
ly because of the overall talent on the 
Tigers’ defensive line. 

Clemson returns its entire D-line 
two-deep from last fall. Seniors Corey 
Crawford and Tavaris Barnes are tal- 
ented pass rushers and Beasley’s back- 
up, Shaq Lawson, managed to earn 
Freshman All-America honors last fall 
with four sacks. Lawson would be a 
starter just about anywhere else in the 
nation. 

In other words, Beasley can focus 
on improving his own craft while not 
worrying about carrying the load him- 
self. 

“I want to be the best I can be and 
break the sack record ... and leave a 
legacy here at Clemson for the other 
sfensive ends that are coming in.” 


Denzel Perryman A.J. Johnson 
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Ht. 
6-2 
6-5 
6-2 
6-4 
6-0 
6-2 
6-2 
5-10 
5-11 
6-0 
6-2 
6-3 


Wt. 
235 
290 
288 
257 
242 
242 
232 
195 
192 
215 
212 
205 


Name 

Vic Beasley 
Leonard Williams 
Michael Bennett 
Shilique Calhoun 
Denzel Perryman 
A.J. Johnson 
Ramik Wilson 

Ifo Ekpre-Olomu 
Vernon Hargreaves 
Landon Collins 
Cody Prewitt 
Drew Kaser 


Pos 
DE 
DT 
DT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
CB 
CB 


Ramik Wilson Ifo Ekpre-Olomu 


Yr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
dr. 
dr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


School 
Clemson 
USC 

Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Miami 
Tennessee 
Georgia 
Oregon 
Florida 
Alabama 
Ole Miss 
Texas A&M 


Pos Name 
DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 


LB 


Dante Fowler 
Cedric Reed 
Carl Davis 
Myles Jack 
Eric Striker 
Trey DePriest 
Kendall Fuller 
Lorenzo Doss 
Derron Smith 


Vernon Hargreaves Landon Collins 


Randy Gregory 


Anthony Harris 
Cameron Johnston 


Ht Wt. 
6-6 

6-3 

6-6 

6-5 Sr. 
6-1 So. 
6-0 Jr. 

6-2 Sr. 
5-11 So. 
5-11 Jr. 

5-11 Sr. 

6-1 Sr. 
6-0 Fr. 


Yr. 
dr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


School 
Nebraska 
Florida 
Texas 

lowa 

UCLA 
Oklahoma 
Alabama 
Virginia Tech 
Tulane 
Fresno State 
Virginia 

Ohio State 


Drew Kaser 


Cody Prewitt 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


for last December, when the dynamic dual-threat quarterback 
announced he would return to school to complete his degree and 
some unfinished business for the Ducks. 

The fourth-year junior was projected as a top-5 NFL pick had he entered 
the 2014 draft — perhaps even the No. 1 pick, at least according to one 
analyst. Instead, Mariota will be on the short list of preseason Heisman 
Trophy candidates as the 20-year-old attempts to lead Oregon to the Pac-12 
championship. 


NI arcus Mariota delivered the comeback Oregon fans had hoped 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
| Jameis Winston Florida State 
It’s Jameis’ world, college football is si living in it. 
Marcus Mariota Oregon 
Has all the Johnny Manziel skills, wo all the other stuff. 


Braxton Miller Ohio State 
oa for third consecutive Big Tend Offensive Player of Year award. 


} Petty Sr. Baylor 

i Baylor QB is new glamour spot in CFB; 4,200 passing yards in 2013. - 
Brett Hundley Jr. UCLA 
Total physical package, putting — touches on decision-making. 
Nick Marshall _ Auburn 
Overflowing with the “it” factor; paso will be prove 
Taysom Hill 
Best comp for Hill could be 49ers a8 Colin Kop 


Christian Hackenberg in State 
{Fine NFL could get ts fends on him ight now, it woud, 


Taylor Kelly Sr. Arizona State 
Don't forget: Kelly, not UCLA's Hundley, was 2nd-team Pac-12 in 2013. 


Trevor Knight So. Oklahoma 
Ranking is based on one game, but what a game (348 yards vs. Bama). 
Bo Wallace Sr. Ole Miss 

SEC's leading returning passer, and adept at running the read-option. 
Kevin Sr. Stanford 


n Hogan 
_As two-time Pao-12 champ, does so many things right. 


Connor Cook Jr. Michigan State 
Steadied the O, then was ers in wins over a i Si Stanford. 
Rakeem Cato 
pread the word: Tw 896 as an 0D et eso 
Shane Carden East Carolina 
C-USA Offensive POY will try to "eet ted Offensive POY. 
Davis Webb as Tech 
| Last man Standing in Texas Tech QB tace; 4,000 yards here he comes. 
Jake Waters Sr. Kansas State 
No more splitting time with Daniel Sams, who's now a receiver. 
Sean Mannion Sr. Oregon State 
His 4,662 PSS Yas Fs coven in eater es gene. 
Dak Presco' Jr. Mississippi State 
Rapidly rising ‘dual: ‘threat QB has 17 career ee touchdowns. 
‘Cody Kessler Jr. 
| Best thing to happen to him was Steve eeridiion a and | pees attack. 
| Chuckie Keeton Sr. Utah Sta 
| Back from 2013 ls injury to se ell a Utah ‘Stato jogend, 
| | Keenan Reyn 
THe otter pester rani for 31 qe) rasa tort ‘057 yards last year. 
Matt Johnson Jr. Bowling Green 
Moxie-filled QB will run new up-tempo O after passing for 3, 467 yards. 
Everett Golson Notre Dam: 
ea he beat out Malik Zaire? We ayes, with oe to 2012 form. 
Jeff Driskel ,. 
A real X-factor as Florida switches attack to (of er no-huddle spread. 


QUARTERBACKS 


Mariota returns with national 
title, Heisman in reach 


Mariota threw for 
3,665 yards and 31 
touchdowns with 715 yards 
rushing and nine touch- 
downs last season. 

Oregon led the Pac-12 
in scoring (45.5 points per 
game), total offense (565 
yards per game) and rush- 
ing (273.5), and was fourth in passing (291.5). 

So, how can Mariota and the Ducks be better in 2014? 

With a strong surrounding cast for Mariota to work with, second-year 
offensive coordinator Scott Frost believes Oregon's “blur” offense can go even 
faster this time around. 

“You always want to evolve. | think it was a little tough for us to evolve last 
year because we had some guys in new positions, myself included,” Frost said. 
“So most of what we did last year was essentially the same as what we did the 
year before. ... | imagine there will be more wrinkles this year than were added 
last year.” 

Mariota was the Pac-12's most efficient passer in 2013, completing 63.5 
percent of his attempts with only four interceptions. 

“Marcus looks bigger and stronger than he did a year ago,” Frost said 
during spring practice. “He’s throwing the ball great and running the team really 
well.” 

The Ducks finished Mark Helfrich’s first season as head coach with an 
11-2 record. Mariota led the team to a dramatic victory over Oregon State to 
end the regular season and then dismantled Texas in the Alamo Bowl. 

Fans spoiled by four consecutive BCS bowl appearances under Chip Kelly 
were left to wonder what might have been had Mariota not suffered a partially 
torn MCL against UCLA, which limited his mobility during November losses at 
Stanford and Arizona. 

“| think the biggest takeaway from last season is we have a lot to learn,” 
Mariota said as he entered spring practices completely healthy and with seven 
pounds of added muscle to his 6-4, 218-pound frame. 

“Getting a little complacent in the middle of the season, just kind of battling 
through some things ... as a team, | think we've learned,” he added. “We're 
pretty young, | would say, and we've kind of learned and grown up a little bit.” 

All five starters, including All-American center Hroniss Grasu, return on the 
offensive line to protect the star quarterback and block for running backs Byron 
Marshall (1,038 yards, 14 touchdowns) and Thomas Tyner (711 yards, nine 
touchdowns). 

The Ducks must replace Mariota’s top two receivers from last season, 
Josh Huff (graduated) and Bralon Addison (torn ACL), but there’s a lot of talent 
on the roster at the position. 

The top three tight ends from 2013 — Pharaoh Brown, Evan Baylis and 
Johnny Mundt — all return and figure to be a bigger part of the passing game. 

If the humble Mariota can stay healthy, Oregon will have an excellent 
chance to be selected for the inaugural College Football Playoff. 

“Our guys see the way he prepares; they see how important it is to him 
and how unselfish he is,” wide receivers coach Matt Lubick said. “He never 
wants any credit; he always gives it to everybody else, and they learn from 
that. 

“As a player, you want to please that guy. Our guys want to run through 
a wall for that guy because he’s such a good person.” 


MARCUS MARIOTA 


— Ryan Thorburn 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


ment bedroom that explain his decision to come back to Wisconsin 
for his junior season. 
There's a picture of LSU, the Badgers’ opponent in the opening game; 
a picture of the national championship trophy; and a picture of the logo for the 
College Football Playoff, which will debut this season. 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Todd Gurley Jr. Georgia 

Has the size, ached, skill to put an RB back in von on the NFL Draft. 
"Melvin Gordon Jr. Wisconsin 

Only player in nation last year to have three runs of 70-plus yards. 
T.J. Yeldon Jr. Alabama 

Top dog in loaded backfield; enters season with 2,343 career yards. 
Mike Davis Jr. South Carolina 
Had 1,536 total yards last season despite slowed late by injury. 


Ameer Abdullah Sr. Nebraska 
His 1,690 rushing yards in 2013 fourth-best total in ated history. 


. | Karlos Williams Sr. Florida State 
No more splitting carries, and he can handle the bigger workload. 


Jeremy Langford Sr. Michigan State 
Former CB was revelation at RB (1, 2 yards, a ws. 28 receptions). 


. | Duke Johnson mi 
Bigger, stronger after rushing for ea a in Poti games in 2013. 
Shock Linwood Baylor 
Next in line in Bears’ plug-and- -play one 128 A 881 yards last year. 
Jay Ajayi Jr. Boise State 
Rushed for 1,425 yards and 18 TDs; Versatile weapon for new coach. 
Malcolm Brown Sr. Texas 
Ranking Brown is tricky; exactly ew much will ne have to share carries? 


Byron Marshall regon 
Pac-12's leading returning rusher Ry ‘038 yards, th 12 teuehonra: 


Alex Collins So. Arkans; 
1,000-yard rusher as true frosh returns to a stacked aot of RBs. 


Derrick Henry So. Alabama 
“Fabulous” in pring) § Saban says. Ti so 's RB ro ssn will be fascinating. 


Jamaal Williams 
Takes best possible advantage of sic creed iy QB Taysom Hill. 


Tevin Coleman Indiana 
Big back with speed; could blow oe 1,500 yards this season. 


D.J. Foster Jr. Arizona State 
Will be as prolific in ASU's offense - his predecessor, Marion Grice. 


'Javorius Allen usc 
Came on strong late last season; 4 10 ‘runs of 43-plus in final six games. 


Thomas Tyner So. Oregon 
We like Byron Marshall just fine, but Tyner i is UO's young stud with upside. 


Green Bowling Green 


Travis Greene Jr. 
Went from one carry as sophomore to school-record 1,594 yards in '13, 


“Desmond Roland Sr. Oklahoma State 
A grinder who became Pokes’ ss back midway sla last year. 


Jonathan Williams Arkan 
900 yards last season as the coca with Alex Collins in backfield. 


David Cobb Minnesota 
Emerged at midseason last year to ich with 1,202 yards. 


Josh Ferguson Illinois 
Great catching passes (50 last ys and 779 rushing yards not bad. 


Leonard Fournette LSU 
Could be higher here; list definitely a complete without No. 1 recruit. 


“Not rated due to injury: Kelth Marshall, Georgia (knee); Jonathan Gray, Texas (Achilles'). 


2014 www.lindyssports.com 


On the field, Wisconsin's 
Gordon usually gone in a flash 


R unning back Melvin Gordon has pictures tacked on a wall in his apart- 


“When | wake up, 
| look at it,” Gordon said. 
“Just keeps me hungry.” 

As a third-year 
sophomore, Gordon was 
eligible for the NFL draft 
following the 2013 sea- 
son, and he went through 
the process of getting a grade from the league's advisory board. 

Gordon wound up announcing his decision to return in December, prior to 
finding out the round in which he was projected to be drafted. He later said it 
was a second-round grade. 

“With a good combine, maybe could have boosted that up,” he said. 

According to some analysts, the speedy Gordon likely would have been 
the first back drafted, although he insisted he had no second thoughts about 
returning. 

“Some guys thought | should have left,” he said of a group that included 
current teammates. “Some guys are like, ‘You know what Mel? You're here 
now, nothing you can do about it. Just show them you're the best coming out 
next year.” 

Achance to win a Heisman Trophy was supposed to be one of the rea- 
sons for Gordon's return, but the actual reasons had to do with those pictures 
on the wall. During a Big Ten teleconference in April, he was not reluctant to 
bring up the possibility of winning a national championship. 

“| don't focus too much on individual goals,” said Gordon, who rushed for 
1,609 yards and 12 touchdowns last season. “I want to help take Wisconsin to 
greater heights. | want to get our team to the playoffs. That's my goal.” 

Some coaches might not be thrilled to have their star player going out on 
a limb like that, but UW coach Gary Andersen voiced no objections. 

“Some may deem those as a ‘wow’ statement,” Andersen said. “But to 
me, that is Melvin speaking his expectations. What's wrong with that? 

“People may look at that in different ways. | look at it as a competitive kid 
who has greatness on his mind.” 

Gordon is the NCAA's active career leader in yards per carry at 8.1. He 
needs 12 carries to be eligible to break the Big Ten career record of 7.27 set 
by Penn State’s Ki-Jana Carter from 1992 to 1994. The FBS record of 8.26 
was set by Army's Glenn Davis from 1943-46, 

Gordon has 10 runs of at least 40 yards in the past two seasons. 

Despite never being the featured back, Gordon has already rushed for 
2,328 yards on just 288 carries in his career. He has carried the ball more 
than 20 times in a game just twice. 

This season, he’s expected to share carries with sophomore Corey 
Clement, who averaged 8.2 yards per carry as the No. 3 back last season. 

Gordon (6-1, 207) was not tackled during spring practices, but spent 
the time trying to become a complete back after catching just one pass last 
season. He caught passes with receivers during winter drills to improve his 
hands. 

“To be honest, | want to improve everything,” Gordon said. 

“| feel like as a running back, there's not just one thing you need to work 
on if you want to be great ... whether it’s blocking, catching, being sharp on 
routes, getting your pads low, | feel you have to work on everything.” 


MELVIN GORDON 


— Tom Mulhern 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


ith All-Americans emerging the past three seasons, Baylor has 
earned a reputation as Wide Receiver U. 
There was Kendall Wright in 2011, Terrance Williams in 


2012 and now there’s Antwan Goodley. 
After two years in the shadows, Goodley exploded onto the scene last 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Antwan Goodley Sr. Baylor 
_Not La! but seca and can motor down field for bg le. 


Jr. - Alabam 
Last year’s so-so numbers fool nobody; he': san iriiolevable talent. 


3. | Tyler Lockett Sr. Kansas State 
278 receiving yards vs. Oklahoma; three three-TD games last season. 


4. | Rashad Greene — ‘Sr. Florida State 
With athleticism on the freaky side, already | has 2,465 Career rec. yards. 


RECEIVERS 


Good to Go: Senior Following in NFL 
Footsteps of Two Former Bears 


5. | Jamison Crowder Sr. Duke 
Back for more with QB Anthony Boone after season of 108-1, 360- 8. 


6. Tyler Boyd So. Pittsburgh 
Here comes another great Pitt WR; 85 ‘catches for 1,174 yards last year. 
Jaelen Strong Jr. Arizona State 
Tall, playmaking JC transfer was “—_ what Devils needed in 2013. 


8. | Nelson Agholor usc 
Deep threat is next great one at use, ‘dynamic’ is what Sark called him. 


9. | Matt Miller Sr. Boise State 
Final 5 games of last year: 41 catches for 636 yards, 10 touchdowns. 


Deontay Greenberry Jr. Houst 
Ex-five star recruit posted 82 catches for 1,202 yards ond 11 TDs in ‘13. 


Kenny Bell Sr. Nebraska st 


Only problem: His skill as a receiver outpaces the > passing offense he's in. 


Sammie Coates Jr. Auburn 
Always keeps the pressure on D; love his 21.5-yard average on 42 catches. 


Austin Hill Arizona 


Sr. 
Big playmaker would be in NFL right now if not for 2013 spring ACL tear. 


DeVante Parker Sr. Louisville 
Will crash through 1,000-yard season in Petrino’s pass-friendly offense. 


Laquon Treadwell So. Ole Miss 
Moving from slot to the outside to replace departed Donte Moncrief. _ 


Justin Hardy Sr. East Carolina 
With Shane Carden at QB, take a third straight 1,000-yard season to bank. — 


Titus Davis Sr. Central Michigan 
His career average of 18.9-yards per catch is tops among active players. 


Devante Davis Sr. UNLV 
Nice size and can’t argue 2013's stats: 87 grabs for 1,290 yards, 14 TDs. 


Chris Conley Sr. Georgia 
_When not maleng Star Wars tribute movies, watch him make big catches. 


Kasen Williams Sr. Washington 
2013 cut short by broken leg. Just makes him more determined, right? _ 
*Suspended in spring: DaVaris Daniels, Notre Dame 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Devin Funchess Jr. Michigan 
Michigan also will use him often and effectively as a wideout this year. 


Nick O'Leary Sr. ~ Florida State 
Keep him off motorcycles, and he'll look like an All-American again. 


C.J. Uzomah Sr. Auburn 
Second-team AP All-SEC last season; caught game-winner vs. Miss. State. 


Braxton Deaver Sr. Duke 

His 116 yards in bowl vs. A&M gave him exactly 600 for the season. 
E.J. Bibbs Sr. lowa State 

New OC Mark Mangino will feed Bibbs (39 catches in '13) even more. 
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season as Bryce Petty’s 
chief target, catching 71 
passes for 1,339 yards 
and 13 touchdowns to 
earn All-America honors. 

No longer an un- 
known quantity, Goodley could put up even more prodigious numbers as 
a senior. 

“Antwan was kind of a question mark because Terrance Williams had 
been there the year before,” Baylor coach Art Briles said. “Now, he’s the guy. 
He's the featured guy. And we've got guys around him that certainly can take 
a lot of that heat off him.” 

Goodley, at 5-10, 225 pounds, is a wide receiver in a running back’s 
body. After he catches the ball, he’s tough to bring down by smaller defensive 
backs. He’s also got the speed to blow by them on deep pass routes. 

It's a rare combination that Petty has exploited in Baylor's passing game. 

“Antwan's a stud,” Petty said. “He runs a 4.3 (in the 40) and is 225 
pounds and a rock. He brings a completely new dynamic to that position 
because he’s fast. You look for that in a receiver, but if you add the physicality 
standpoint to it, he’s fun to watch.” 

For a player who developed into an All-America receiver, Goodley was 
largely overlooked out of Midland High School in West Texas. His numbers 
weren't spectacular, but Briles could see he was an explosive player with 
great potential. 

“It's surprising, but Antwan didn't have a lot of offers,” Midland coach 
Craig Yenzer said. 

“In the (Dallas-Fort Worth) Metroplex or Houston, coaches can go see 10 
or 15 kids in a day. But if you come out here, you drive all day and see two or 
three. | don’t have any qualms about sending players to Art because he treats 
them so well.” 

When Goodley signed with Baylor in 2010, he knew he'd have to wait 
his turn behind a talented group of receivers. But he learned from watching 
Wright and Williams develop their skills and become NFL draft picks. Wright 
was a first-round pick by the Tennessee Titans in 2012, while Williams was 
a third-round pick by the Dallas Cowboys last year. 

“Kendall had a drive for the game and a love for it,” Goodley said. “It 
was exciting the way he played and the way he carried himself on the field. 
Terrance did whatever you asked him to do. He was a great listener, a great 
teammate and a great leader.” 

Goodley had just two catches in 2011 before making 17 catches for 171 
yards and two touchdowns in 2012. Most of Goodley’s production came as 
a kick returner, with 43 returns for a 23.1-yard average in 2011-12. 

Waiting his turn was tough, but Goodley was ready to step into a starring 
role from the start of last season. Goodley made 14 catches for 370 yards 
and four touchdowns in Baylor's three non-conference games before opening 
Big 12 play with seven catches for 170 yards and a touchdown against West 
Virginia. 

Goodley continued to produce at a high rate throughout the season as 
he ranked fourth in the Big 12 with 5.5 catches per game, third with 103 yards 
per game and he produced a league-leading 13 touchdown catches. 

But Goodley believes he can be an even more complete receiver this 
season, and the senior wants to set an example for the young receivers. 

“| know a lot of those guys look up to me,” Goodley said. “I have to get 
better every day and hopefully those guys will feed off that. | want to be more 
efficient at the top of my routes and be more consistent with my hands.” 

— John Werner 


ANTWAN GOODLEY 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN | 


among USC greats 


s soon as new defensive coordinator Justin Wilcox arrived at USC, 
A he was asked where he would play star defensive tackle Leonard 
Williams. 
Acouple months later after watching 2013 game film, Wilcox said, “He 
can play any position. He could line up wherever he wants and be fine.” 
Linebacker? Cornerback? Safety? Sure. He was only half joking. 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Vic Beasley Sr. Clemson 

Explosive and versatile, standing up or with a hand in the dirt. 

Shilique Calhoun Jr. Michigan State 
Nickname is as lyrical as it is appropriate: Shilique the Freak. 

Randy Gregory Jr. Nebraska 

Ex-JC recruit led the Big Ten with 10.5 sacks last season. 

Dante Fowler Jr. Florida 

Elite speed off edge; will be more consistent with physical improvements. 
Cedric Reed Sr. Texas 

Another great Texas DE; Had 19 a 10 sacks, five forced fumbles in ‘13. 
Charles Tapper Oklahoma 

All-Big 12 as a sophomore and just Shem) tapping his potential. 

Ryan Mueller Sr. Kansas State 

Former walk-on was the 2013 Big 12 Defensive Lineman of the Year. 


A'Shawn Robinson So. Alabama 
At 320 pounds, he can play wherever he wants on DL. Mercy. 


Mario Edwards Jr. Jr. Florida State 
Physically imposing, can play inside and out; focus of a shut-down D. 


Joey Bosa So. Ohio State 
Urban Meyer says he never had an impactful true frosh DL like Bosa. 


Hau’oli Kikaha Sr. Washington 
His three sacks in bowl vs. BYU gave him 13 for the season. 


Henry Anderson Sr. Stanford 
Slowed by injury in 2013; had 16 tackles for loss in 2012. 


Noah Spence Jr. Ohio State 
“Viper” rush end to create havoc after two-game suspension to start '14. 


Devonte Fields So. TCU 
Foot healed? This guy was Big 12 Defensive POY as a freshman. 


_ TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Leonard Williams Jr. usc 

Scary to think he was so dominant while not healthy last year. 
Michael Bennett Sr. Ohio State 

Elder statesman of super Ohio State DL; leader on and off the field. — 


Carl Davis Sr. lowa 
Centerpiece of unit that allowed only eight rushing TDs in 2013. 


. | Chucky Hunter Sr. TCU 
Big clogger who tends to play his best against the best. 


Malcom Brown Jr. Texas 
His good work in the middle (12 2 TFLs) help Horns turn loose its ends. 


Chris Jones So. Mississippi State 
Former huge recruit (No. 2 in 2013 class) already living up to billing. _ 


Danny Shelton Sr. Washington 
Came up with 59 stops last year despite a bum (now healed) shoulder. 


Luther Maddy Sr. Virginia Tech 
Finished last season with 13.5 tackles for loss, says he wants 20 in ‘14. 
Robert Nkemdiche So. Ole Miss 
Hot-blooded sophomore looked unblockable at times this spring. 


Christian Covington Jr. Rice 
First-team All-Conference USA player had 11.5 TFLs, four sacks last year. 


Williams on a quest to be 


y 


Where does Williams 
expect to fit into the de- 
fense, which features four 
linemen, but is described 
as a 4-3, 3-4 hybrid? — ‘ 

Tinagite.Leoue LEONARD WILLIAMS 
play every spot,” Williams 
said. “I've lined up over 
the tight end and covered running backs, too.” 

Opposing coaches and quarterbacks will quickly want to find Williams 
wherever he is on the field, because no other Trojan disrupts an offense like 
the 6-5, 298-pound All-American. 

Williams finished second on the team last year with 74 tackles, despite 
playing with a torn labrum in his shoulder, which he said limited him to about 
“65 percent.” Nevertheless, Williams nearly became the first defensive lineman 
to lead the Trojans in tackles since 1975. He also had six sacks among his 
13.5 tackles for loss. 

Those stats and the news that he's at 100 percent after offseason shoul- 
der surgery have raised expectations sky high for 2014, including projections 
of a very high first-round NFL draft pick. 

So how much better will he be this year? 

“I can’t really say, but | expect to be a lot better,” Williams said. 

“| haven't really talked about turning pro; it's a thought in the back of my 
head,” he said. “I guess it depends on how the season goes.” 

Few at USC have promoted Williams better than athletic director Pat 
Haden, who proclaimed Williams as one of the five best USC players he’s 
seen in 40 years, which is high praise considering Haden was USC's quar- 
terback 40 years ago, playing in three Rose Bowls and winning two national 
championships. 

“| heard about that,” Williams said of Haden’s comment. “I don’t know if I’m 
the best. It just made me want to play even harder.” 

Former USC coach Ed Orgeron said Williams’ star power was apparent as 
soon as he arrived on campus. 

“You could tell the first week he arrived he was ready to go,” Orgeron said. 
“He looked like an NFL-ready player and he was just out of high school. He is 
going to be a first-round pick.” 

Williams developed a close bond with Orgeron but probably wonders 
some days if he can set a career record for defensive line coaches. In the past 
year, USC has had Orgeron, Pete Jenkins, Ross Cumming, Bo Davis and 
Chris Wilson hold the title of defensive line coach. 

“| didn't really want to see any new coaches, but | came to the conclusion 
that it's part of football, so | had to deal with it,” Williams said. “But I'm on good 
terms with Coach Wilson, so I’m listening to everything he tells me to do. | 
want to be a leader this season and we've talked about that, too.” 

Williams and his teammates better listen well because they are learning 
their third defense in three seasons. Early indications are positive after the de- 
fense prevented USC's offense from scoring a touchdown in the spring game. 

“In the beginning, some people weren't catching on to the new defense, 
but in the (spring) game everyone knew their assignments,” Williams said. 


— Scott Wolf 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


to be more than just “good enough.” 


As a fourth-year junior left tackle in 2013, Erving racked up eight All- 
America honors, was a first-team All-ACC selection and earned the league’s 


i t's not that Cameron Erving wasn’t good enough for the NFL, it's that he wants 


TOP CENTERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Reese Dismukes Auburn 
Four-year starter now leader of still-experienced, dominant O-line. 
Hroniss Grasu Sr. Oregon 
Determined to be a more vocal force on a stout Oregon front. 


B.J. Finney Sr. _—‘ Kansas State 


Twice save first-team All- -Big 12 honors 1 from the AP. 


Isaac Seumalo Jr. Oregon State 

Will be fine in the fall after missing spring because of a foot injury. 

Jack Allen Jr. Michigan State 
_Entering third season as a starter; was second- team All-Big Ten last year. 
"Brandon Vitabile Sr. Northwestern 

After 38 consecutive starts, has earned rep for mental, physical toughness. 
| Ryan Kelly Jr. Alabama 

Filled the big shoes of Barrett Jones last season, and is a leader 1 now. 


Max Tuerk usc 


Jr. 
Smart guy filled need by moving back to center’ this spring, 


TOP GUARDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


‘Tre’ Jackson ~ Sr. ~ Florida State = 
Had more votes on All-ACC team than oT mate Cameron Erving. 
Shaq Mason Sri Georgia Tech 
Returning All-ACC player plays key role in Tech's option attack. -— 
“A.J. Cann Sr. South Carolina 
Still anchoring excellent line from his LG spot after 38 career starts. 


‘Laken Tomlinson Sr. 
Potential high draft status speaks to Duke's overall talent upgrade. ; 


Josue Matias Florida State 


Sr. 
Second-team All-ACC last season as the Noles’ roll on the O-line. 
Jake Smith. ‘Sr. Louisville 
All-AAC as a center last season, but is ticketed to play guard this year. 
Cody Whitehair Jr. Kansas State 
Works nicely with C B.J. Finney for tough interior combination. 


Malcolm Bunche Sr. UCLA 
Graduate transfer from Miami is shot of experience UCLA needs. 


TOP TACKLES 


CLASS COLLEGE 
‘Cameron Erving Sr. —-—* Filorida State — 
Such a comfort having nation’s best LT protecting nation’s best player. 


“Cedric Ogbuehi Sr. Texas A&M 
From Luke Joeckel to Jake Matthews to another first-round A&M LT. 


Brandon Scherff Sr. lowa 
Ferentz: ‘Not a better OLi in college football.’ We mostly agree. 


Spencer Drango Jr. Baylor 
Missed final three regular-season games (injury), still first-team All-Big 12. 


Andrus Peat ~ Stanford 


Jr. 
Cardinal has only one returning OL starter, but Peat's the one to have. _ 
Lael Collins Sr. U 
Headlines an experienced, always-physical group for Les Miles to lean on. _ 
Eric Lefeld Sr. Cincinnati 


Laremy Tunsil So. ioe Miss 
AP second-team All-SEC as a freshman offensive lineman? Impressive. 


Florida State’s Erving stays 
in pursuit of greatness 


Jacobs Blocking Trophy, 
presented annually to the 
league’s best lineman. 

Erving anchored the 
left side of a Florida State 
line that kept the best col- 
lege quarterback in the country upright while paving the way for the best offensive 
season in school history and the 2013 national championship. 

After that championship season, the NFL draft advisory board projected 
Erving as a second-round prospect. Being picked in the second round would be 
good. But the 6-6, 302-pound Erving didn’t want to settle for good. 

So he's back for another year, keeping Heisman Trophy winner Jameis 
Winston's jersey clean and attempting to become a repeat national champion. 

“They told me, at the end of the day, that | could be a great player in the NFL, 
but there were still things | could work on and perfect and make better,” Erving 
said. “I could make myself more money, make myself more valuable at the same 
time.” 

That Erving was even in position to say, ‘Thanks, but no thanks,” is a remark- 
able feat. 

He arrived at Florida State as a 290-pound defensive tackle from small town 
Moultrie, Ga., about an hour north of Tallahassee. 

After two years of relative anonymity, coaches approached Erving about 
a move to offensive tackle. He had never played offense, but his quick feet, 
surprising speed and strong frame were a revelation for the Seminoles. 

Erving suffered through a few growing pains as a redshirt sophomore but 
took a leap forward as a junior in 2013. 

He graded out 80 percent or higher three times (including a 98 percent 
grade at Boston College) and, with the national spotlight shining, held Clemson 
All-American defensive end Vic Beasley to just two tackles in FSU's 51-14 win 
over the Tigers. 

As Erving's list of accomplishments grew, so did the assumption that 2013 
would be his last as a college player. 

Left tackle is one of the NFL's most important and, therefore, most lucrative 
positions. A year earlier, Erving had seen his former teammate, right tackle 
Menelik Watson, sign a $4.8 million deal with the Oakland Raiders. 

“The decision was tough,” Erving said. “Because there were so many people 
pulling me different ways during the season, saying what | should do, what 
| shouldn't do, where I’m going to go.” 

So he sought counsel from those he trusted — his coaches Jimbo Fisher and 
Rick Trickett, and his roommate, All-American defensive back Lamarcus Joyner. 

Fisher and Trickett gave Erving a point-by-point analysis of his strengths and 
weaknesses. 

And Joyner offered the perspective of one who went through the same 
experience — Joyner passed on the NFL a year earlier and returned for his senior 
season. 

After some heavy contemplation, Erving’s decision became clear. 

“At the end of the day I’m not playing football for money,” he said. “I'm playing 
football because | love it ... To put myself in the best position, | felt like coming 
back was the best option.” 

Fisher, who doesn't shy from steering players toward the NFL under the right 
circumstances, said he believes Erving made the right call. He said Erving is 
much improved but has a lot left to learn. 

With another season at FSU, Fisher said Erving could further develop his 
skills while evolving from good enough for the NFL to truly great. 

“He has all the things,” Fisher said. “He’s just got to keep working on them.” 
—Tim Linafelt 


CAMERON ERVING 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


among USC greats 


s scion as new defensive coordinator Justin Wilcox arrived at USC, 
A he was asked where he would play star defensive tackle Leonard 
Williams. 
A couple months later after watching 2013 game film, Wilcox said, “He 
can play any position. He could line up wherever he wants and be fine.” 
Linebacker? Cornerback? Safety? Sure. He was only half joking. 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Vic Beasley Sr. Clemson 
Explosive and versatile, standing up or with a hand in the dirt. 


Shilique Calhoun Jr. Michigan State 
Nickname is as lyrical as it is appropriate: Shilique the Freak. 


Randy Gregory Jr. Nebraska 
Ex-JC recruit led the Big Ten with 10.5 sacks last season. 


Dante Fowler Jr. Florida 
Elite speed off edge; will be more consistent with physical improvements. 


Cedric Reed Sr. Texas 
Another great Texas DE: Had 19 TFLs, 10 sacks, five forced fumbles in ‘13. 


Charles Tapper Jr. Oklahoma 
All-Big 12 as a sophomore and os Gen} tapping his potential. — 


Ryan Mueller Kansas State 
Former walk-on was the 2013 Big 2 Defensive Lineman of the Year. 


A’Shawn Robinson So. Alabama 
At 320 pounds, he can play wherever he wants on DL. Mercy. 


Mario Edwards Jr. Jr. Florida State 
Physically imposing, can play inside and out; focus of a shut-down D. 


Joey Bosa Ohio State 
Urb: 4 Meyer says he never had an impactful true frosh DL like Bosa. 


Haw’oli Kikaha Sr. Washington 
His three sacks in bowl vs. BYU gave him 13 for the season. 


Henry Anderson Sr. Stanford 
_Slow/ed by injury in 2013; had 16 tackles for loss in 2012. 


Noah Spence Jr. Ohio State 
_“Viper” rush end to create havoc after eae suspension to start ‘14. 


14. | Devonte Fields So. TCU 
Foo! healed? This guy was Big 12 Defensive POY as a freshman. 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Leonard Williams Jr. USC 
| Scary to think he was so dominant while not healthy last year. 


Michael Bennett Sr. Ohio State 
Elder statesman of super Ohio State DL; leader on and off the field. 


Car! Davis Sr. lowa 
Centerpiece of unit that allowed only eight rushing TDs in 2013. 


. | Chucky Hunter Sr. TCU 
_Big clogger who tends to play his ees st agaist the best. 


Malcom Brown 


Chris Jones So. Mississippi State 
Former huge recruit (No. 2 in 2013 class) iss) already living up to billing. 


Danny Shelton ae Sr. Washington 
_Came up with 59 stops last year despite a bum (now healed) shoulder. 


Luther Maddy Sr. Virginia Tech 
Finished last season with 13,5 tackles for loss, says he wants 20 in 14 


‘Robert Nkemdiche So. Ole Miss 
_Hot-olooded sophomore looked unblockable at times this spring. 


Christian Covington Jr. Rice 
First team All-Conference USA player had 11.5 TFLs, four sacks last year. 


Where does Williams 
expect to fit into the de- 
fense, which features four 
linemen, but is described 
as a 4-3, 3-4 hybrid? : 

gE tna coue LEONARD WILLIAMS 
play every spot,” Williams 
said. “I've lined up over 
the tight end and covered running backs, too.” 

Opposing coaches and quarterbacks will quickly want to find Williams 
wherever he is on the field, because no other Trojan disrupts an offense like 
the 6-5, 298-pound All-American. 

Williams finished second on the team last year with 74 tackles, despite 
playing with a torn labrum in his shoulder, which he said limited him to about 
“65 percent.” Nevertheless, Williams nearly became the first defensive lineman 
to lead the Trojans in tackles since 1975. He also had six sacks among his 
13.5 tackles for loss. 

Those stats and the news that he’s at 100 percent after offseason shoul- 
der surgery have raised expectations sky high for 2014, including projections 
of a very high first-round NFL draft pick. 

So how much better will he be this year? 

“| can’t really say, but | expect to be a lot better,” Williams said. 

“| haven't really talked about turning pro; it's a thought in the back of my 
head,” he said. “I guess it depends on how the season goes.” 

Few at USC have promoted Williams better than athletic director Pat 
Haden, who proclaimed Williams as one of the five best USC players he’s 
seen in 40 years, which is high praise considering Haden was USC's quar- 
terback 40 years ago, playing in three Rose Bowls and winning two national 
championships. 

“| heard about that,” Williams said of Haden’s comment. “I don’t know if I'm 
the best. It just made me want to play even harder.” 

Former USC coach Ed Orgeron said Williams’ star power was apparent as 
soon as he arrived on campus. 

“You could tell the first week he arrived he was ready to go,” Orgeron said. 
“He looked like an NFL-ready player and he was just out of high school. He is 
going to be a first-round pick.” 

Williams developed a close bond with Orgeron but probably wonders 
some days if he can set a career record for defensive line coaches. In the past 
year, USC has had Orgeron, Pete Jenkins, Ross Cumming, Bo Davis and 
Chris Wilson hold the title of defensive line coach. 

“| didn’t really want to see any new coaches, but | came to the conclusion 
that it's part of football, so | had to deal with it,” Williams said. “But I’m on good 
terms with Coach Wilson, so I’m listening to everything he tells me to do. | 
want to be a leader this season and we've talked about that, too.” 

Williams and his teammates better listen well because they are learning 
their third defense in three seasons. Early indications are positive after the de- 
fense prevented USC’s offense from scoring a touchdown in the spring game. 

“In the beginning, some people weren't catching on to the new defense, 
but in the (spring) game everyone knew their assignments,” Williams said. 


— Scott Wolf 
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HALES RATINGS 


Sahat Perryman looks to 
de-cleat the ACC in 2014 


~ Ww enzel Perryman wore a helmet cam for the University of Miami's 


final spring scrimmage in April, providing a unique look at how 


} 
i 


mm a major-college linebacker sees a play. 

The herky-jerky video that whirls to various angles during Perryman’s 
many collisions shows the speed, power and, yes, violence of the game. 
The Hurricanes definitely picked the right guy to wear the camera. 


CLASS. COLLEGE 


Myles Jack So. UCLA 
His 75 stops were second-most ever by a UCLA true freshman. 


Eric Striker Jr. Oklahoma 
Lots more where this came from: Three sacks vs. Alabama in Sugar Bowl. 


Leonard Flo Floyd Georgia 


‘So. 
Biggest pro potential of an all-star group of Georgia linebackers. 


Kyler Fackrell Jr. Utah State 

Big, fast, atheltic. Had a 99-yard INT return for a TD last season. — 
Tyler Matakevich Jr. “Temple 

Has 238 stops in first two seasons; led nation in solo tackles in 201 13. 


Serderius Bryant Sr. Ole Miss 
Made 78 tackles, 12.5 for loss, and was second-team All- SEC in 2013. 


Jaylon Smith So. Notre Dame 

Iish will build more-aggressive defense around athletic sophomore. 
Lorenzo Mauldin Sr. Louisville 

Played DE last season with 9.5 sacks; now at hybrid rush-end spot. 


Shaq Thomp: son Jr. Washington 
Super athlete who might pull a “Myles Jack” and play both ways. 


Jordan Jenkins Jr. Georgia 


Came up with 12 tackles for loss last year as bookend to Leonard Floyd. 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


DenzelPerryman = —~—Sr._—S—s« Miami a 
Bigger, stronger and can do it all in new role in middle of the fi eld. 

A.J. Johnson Sr. Tennessee 

First-team All-SEC player enters 2014 season with 324 career tackles. _ 
Ramik Wilson Sr. Georgia 

Coming off season with 133 stops, 11 of them for loss. 

Trey DePriest Sr. Alabama 

Stepping into C.J. Mosley’s role as fulcrum of bear-strong Tide defense. 


Bryce Hager Sr. Baylor 
Will resume All-Big 12 form after rem from groin injury this fall. 


Benardrick McKinney = Mississippi State 


Former two-star recruit is now oath | in the middle for tough MSU D. | 
Jake Ryan Sr. Michigan 

_Healthy again and moved to the middle to better direct Michigan D. 
A.J. Tarpley Sr. Stanford 
Sure tackler (216 in past three seasons) and outstanding in coverage. 


Terrance Plummer Sr.‘ UCF 
All-conference leader of experienced defense that will be UCF strength. 


Hayes Pullard Sr. USC 

Fourth-year starter has led Trojans in tackles in two of his seasons. 

Ben Heeney Sr. Kansas 

Has 23.5 TFLs past two seasons; ee of second-team All-Big 12 selection. 
Stephone Anthony Clemson 

Has been a big-time playmaker for Ti Toa including 24 career TFLs. 


Eric Kendricks Sr. UCLA 
Cleans up everything at the second level, with 254 tackles past two years. 


Mike Hull Sr. Penn State 
We see big season as Hull moves to Penn State glamour spot at MLB. 
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NEBACKERS| 


Perryman had a lot 
of collisions last season. 
He earned All-ACC 
honors for his 108 tackles, 
including five for loss 
and 1.5 sacks. But it was 
a practice-field collision 
against his own teammate 
that put his name on the 
lips of college football fans everywhere after video of him de-cleating 
running back Gus Edwards during the spring game went viral. 

“Wow,” Hurricanes’ announcer Joe Zagacki said. “He'll feel that in the 
molars.” 

Perryman, trying to catch his breath after the scrimmage, got excited as 
he talked about that wallop. 

“The Gus-bus,” he said with a smile. “We were actually in a pass 
defense. | dropped back and noticed it was a run and everything cleared up 
for me.” 

Fans will have no trouble finding the helmet-cam video and the big hit 
on YouTube. Opposing ball carriers will have a hard time avoiding the 6-2, 
242-pound senior this season. The plan is for Perryman to move from an 
outside spot to middle linebacker. 

Perryman — after looking at film and talking with linebackers coach 
Mike Barrow, defensive coordinator Mark D'Onofrio and coach Al Golden — 
said he has to improve on dropping into coverage and taking on offensive 
linemen. 

He said a move inside doesn’t matter because he has played there 
before. 

“We had him there a little bit last year in our third-down defense,” 
D'Onofrio said. “As guys get older, | try to make sure that they have two 
positions. Those are the guys that can be flexible for us. 

“We're trying to work out combinations and see who has to go where.” 

When giving a self-evaluation, Perryman said: “Last year, | had an OK 
season. At the same time, there were some little things | need to work on.” 

The helmet cam shows speed is not something he needs to improve. 
While it appears he’s taking just a few steps, he’s actually gone from the 
middle of the field to the sidelines. His size and speed gives him the explo- 
siveness that projects nicely for the next level, although he has to clean up 
some mistakes if he wants to keep climbing up the NFL draft board. 

Perryman, who became a father last November, had designs on turning 
pro after last season but decided to return after the NFL draft advisory com- 
mittee reportedly gave him a third-round grade. 

Miami coaches are thrilled to have him back, and for more than his 
tackling. D'Onofrio said Perryman is a mentor to other players. When true 
freshman linebackers Juwon Young and Darrion Owens enrolled early, 
Perryman and some other older players helped them learn the playbook. 
Now, the young guys are on the depth chart. 

“| have been here for four years now, so | am taking all the young 
guys under my wing,” Perryman said. “I remember how (former Hurricane 
linebacker) Sean Spence did that for me when | was a young guy. Now it is 
my time to make sure the young guys know how to do things.” 


— Craig Handel 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


has the look of a leader 


the Florida secondary. 

He picked off a pass in his first college game against Toledo, ran over 
to the sidelines and yelled, “I told you so!” at defensive backs coach Travaris 
Robinson. 

Robinson had spent all week telling Hargreaves he'd get beat, that he 


i t took all of one game for Vernon Hargreaves III to announce his arrival in 


TOP CORNERBACKS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


| RK NAME 


Ifo Ekpre-Olomu Sr. Oregon 
Made a surprise return to college after popes asa i rounder. 


. | Vernon Hargreaves III So. 
Nation's No. 1 high school CB in 208 acted up sa list as frosh. — 


Lorenzo Doss Tulane 
Walter Camp second-team All- Bed in ‘13; 12 career INTs. 


. | Kendall Fuller So, Virginia Tech - 
Picked six on his way to being ACC Defensive estan of the Year. 


Quandre Diggs Sr. 
Another in UT’s DB conveyer belt * the NFL; ns x career PBUs, 


Blake Countess 
Retumed from ACL injury to earn fiat team Mane foe honors, 
P.J. Williams Jr. Florida State 
Defensive MVP of BCS title game, se is he best corner on his team? 
. | Jalen Ramsey Florida | 
4 PEUnid toch bo sata conterior Pau since ahr renbec 


Marcus Peters Jr. Washington 
Eamed second-team All-Pac-12 honors for fi ive-interception season. 


Deshazor Everett en _ Texas A&M 
Has a flair for the dramatic and can play all over the 


 KeiVarae Russell Jr. Notre Dame 
Third-year starter has skills to are as ND noe to) ee man-to- -man, 


Jordan Lucas 
Busy guy last season with 55 tackles, 43 PBUs, PINTS: 2 fotced fumbles ‘ 


TOP SAFETIES 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 

Cody Prewitt Sr. Ole Miss 

Trying to go back-to-back as a fi 7 team All cae 

Landon Collins 

Surprising ror tata Abana neat the tan ofthe fat, 
Derron Smith Fresno State 
NCAA active leader with 14 career Nis, and a dangerous blitzer, too. 


Anthony Harris Sr. Virginia 

Led nation with 8 picks, most for Cavs since Ronde Barber had 8 in ‘94. 
Kurtis Drummond Sr. Michigan State 

A oe spring followed a season in which he was All-Big Ten. 


Sam Carte: Sr. TCU 
Classic TCU. Takes HS QB, turns him into ‘one of league’s top defenders. 


Jeremy Cash Jr. Duke 
Ohio State transfer made 121 tackles, four INTs in Duke debut. 


. “Su’a! Cravens So. ‘USC 
"One of Lane Kiffin's parting gifts — former 5-star CB, frosh All-American. 
Jordan Richards Sr. Stanford 
One of the top players past two sk for stout sation defense. 
Ibraheim One ell 7 rthwestern 
Worry-free rock NUL oaccinlan/inicl tects Rous ote coneohtincion, 

Kyshoen Jarrett Sr. Virginia Tech 
As the rover, he’s the “tackler” ina panel Virginia Tech secondary. 
Clayton Geath: UCF 
Ai last TOD tals in each of past tho seasons on ough Knight's D. 


gion In 85. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS / ~- 
Quick study: Florida's Hargreaves t ai 


= 


wasn't ready to play at the 
college level. Hargreaves 
took it as a challenge. 

The cornerback 
picked off passes in three 
of his first four games. He 
broke up 11 passes during the year, tying Janoris Jenkins’ school record for 
the most by a true freshman. 

Aside from that early vocal outburst, though, Hargreaves was a quiet 
contributor for Florida in the secondary. He didn’t talk much. He just locked 
down his side of the field en route to earning All-America honors, content to 
be just another one of the guys in a loaded Florida defensive backfield. 

That's all changing as he heads into his second season with the Gators. 

“| feel Vernon is very different,” defensive lineman Dante Fowler said. 
“Vernon came in here and wanted to be a leader and he’s being vocal. He's 
matured a lot.” 

On a Florida defense replacing almost its entire secondary, Hargreaves is 
stepping into a new role. He’s the captain of the entire unit in just his second 
year. 

Gone is senior Jaylen Watkins as a steadying presence at safety. He 
graduated and headed to the next level. Gone are star cornerbacks Marcus 
Roberson and Loucheiz Purifoy. They moved on to the NFL a year early. Gone 
is starting safety Cody Riggs. He transferred to Notre Dame in the offseason. 

Left are Hargreaves and a whole bunch of young, inexperienced players. 

They gravitate to him, trying to figure out his secret to such instant suc- 
cess. They treat him just like Hargreaves treated the veterans in the Florida 
secondary a year ago. 

“That's kind of the role I'm trying to figure out right now,” Hargreaves said. 

“Last year was kind of easy for me to kind of ask them what to do or what 
to expect or what's going down. Now they're asking me. I’m still learning how 
to kind of take that older brother role but, | don’t know, it’s a process.” 

A studious player, Hargreaves has never had trouble watching and learn- 
ing from others. His father, Vernon Hargreaves, coached linebackers at Miami 
in the Hurricanes’ heyday in the late 1990s and early 2000s, when they were 
a national power. 

Hargreaves grew up watching guys who went on to become NFL Pro 
Bowl players. 

“| was around all those great players like Ed Reed, Sean Taylor,” he said. 
“| was around all them. | remember how hard they used to work and compete. 
| took that from them.” 

His work in the film room and attention to detail on the practice field made 
him a star in the secondary in 2013. Now all he has to do is figure out how 
to show a handful of younger players looking up to him to do the same thing. 
Truth be told, Hargreaves already has half the battle figured out. 

He's always been a leader by example. Teammates and coaches rave 
about his work ethic and ability to pick things up almost instantly. There's little 
reason to think his step into a major leadership role for the Gators will go any 
differently. 

“Vernon embraces it and does a great job bringing those guys along,” 
defensive coordinator D.J. Durkin said. “He’s approachable and helps those 
guys. He’s great for our defense, and we're lucky to have him.” 

— Thomas Goldkamp 


VERNON HARGREAVES lll 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


Note to Big 
K-State's Lockett 


s a noted workaholic, Kansas State coach Bill Snyder often appreci- 

A ates looking out his office window long after practice has ended and 
seeing star player Tyler Lockett alone on the field, 

“Ahalf hour after everybody else is off the field, Tyler Lockett is out there 


— COLLEGE 


Roberto Aguayo Florida State 
Set national record for points (157), wt 21 of 22 FGs, long of 53.0 


Jeremiah Detmer Sr. Toledo 
Missed once in past 37 FG tries, with long of 52; great on kickoffs, S, too. 


Michael Hunnicutt Sr. Oklahoma 
Breathe easy, Stoops: Hunnicutt i is 62 of 72 in career (86. 1 percent). 


Marvin Kloss Sr. USF 
Few cheapies: Groza finalist was 11 of 16 from Paice yards last year, 


Marshall Morgan Jr. rgia 
Hit 17 fields goals in a row, finished 22 of 24 with a sg of 56. 


Jake Elliott So. Memphis 
Missed just two of 18 FGs, making all three from 50- ie yards, 


Jared Roberts Sr. Colorado State 
All-MWC kicker holds school record for accuracy (30-34, 88.2 percent). 


Brad Craddock Maryland 


. Jr. 
_ Aussie import connected on 21 of 25 FGs, including 50-yarder. 


TOP PUNTERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Drew Kaser Jr. Texas A&M 
Led SEC in punting last season with a 47.4-yard average. 


Cameron Johnston So. Ohio State 
Aussie celeb-in-the-making with a big — make that giant — leg. 


Mike Sadler Sr. Michigan State 
Control freak adept at dropping inside 20; two-time first-team All-Big Ten. 


Spencer Roth Sr. Baylor 
Wait, Baylor punts? Not as much as most, but Roth makes it count (45. 8). 


Justin Manton Sr. Louisiana-Monroe 
Let ‘er rip: 28 of 80 punts went for 50-plus yards last season. 


Austin Rehkow So. Idaho 
He's your reigning NCAA punting champ: 47.8-yard — 


. | Will Monday Jr. Duk 
_ Monday (Sea -team All-ACC) and PK Ross Martin m forrest Duke duo. 


. | Tom Hackett Jr. Utah 
beng All-Pac-10 punter after posting average of 43.4 yards. 


TOP ALL PURPOSE — 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
| Tyler Lockett — pei: Kansas State 
We thought long and hard about making him our No. 1 WR, too. 


Ty Montgomery Sr. Stanford ! 
So needed as a go-to WR for Stanford, and All-American as kick returner. 


Ryan Switzer So. North Carolina 
Insane number of punt return TL TDs — five (!) — and 32 catches, too. 


“Christion Jones Sr. Alabama 
Four career retum TDs (two kick, two punt), growing role as WR. 


Dontre Wilson So. Ohio State 

As H-back hybrid for Urban Meyer, why, yes, he’s ‘The Next Percy Harvin.’ 
Venric Mark Sr. Northwestern 

All-American punt retumer, 1,366-yard rusher in 2012 before ‘13 injury. 
Stefon Diggs Jr. Maryland 

If he's truly ‘more explosive’ after 2013 leg injury, watch out, Big Ten. 


Stacy Coley So. Miami 
Scored via punt return, kick return, reception, rush. All-purpose, indeed. 


12: Dont kick to 


catching balls off the JUGS 
machine,” Snyder said. 

Even during the week 
before a bowl game with 
all its extra demands and 
trappings? 

Sure enough. 

After the first practice for the Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl last year, Lockett 
sought out Snyder to ask for more time. 

“The time schedule is mind-boggling because you're going from one thing 
to the next, you don't have time to do very much,” Snyder said. “After the first 
day, Tyler came up to me and said, ‘Coach, | want to stay after practice. How 
can we work this out?’ So we worked it out. That's the nature of Tyler Lockett.” 

And it’s a big reason why he is one of the most dangerous players in col- 
lege football. 

Lockett enters his senior season with 1,834 kickoff return yards and 2,195 
receiving yards. He has averaged 31.1 yards per kickoff return in his three 
seasons, including four touchdowns. 

Against Texas last season, Lockett had 334 all-purpose yards. Six games 
later, against eventual Sugar Bowl champion Oklahoma, Lockett had a school- 
record 440 all-purpose yards, fifth most in FBS history. 

That included 278 receiving yards and three touchdowns. 

Just when everyone thought they had seen the best of Lockett, he upped 
the bar. 

“God motivates me to keep going,” Lockett said. “Everybody feels at times 
like giving up, quitting. You have to look at what got you here, what motivates 
you to keep going.” 

Lockett entered Kansas State with expectations attached to his last name. 

His father, Kevin, played at K-State in the mid-1990s and is the school's 
career leader in receptions, receiving yards and touchdowns — all marks Tyler 
is on pace to break this season. 

Tyler's uncle and Kevin's younger brother, Aaron, was a standout receiver, 
but is remembered most as a jitterbug return specialist who is second in career 
punt-return yardage at Kansas State. 

So few were shocked when Tyler dazzled as a kick returner in his fresh- 
man season. In his second game as the returner, he had a 100-yard return 
against Texas Tech. Later in the season, he had 193 kick-return yards against 
Oklahoma State, a game in which he lacerated his kidney, a season-ending 
injury. 

As a sophomore, Lockett was spectacular in the return game again, 
topping 100 kickoff return yards in three games and averaging 32.8 yards per 
return, earning second-team All-Big 12 as an all-purpose player. 

But while he was an established returner and solid wide receiver in 2012 
— catching 44 passes for 687 yards — there were still doubts as to whether 
Tyler could also be a star receiver. 

He ended those in 2013. 

At most any other school, Lockett would have the record for career all- 
purpose yards in sight; he already has 4,290. But the K-State mark is 6,812, 
held by Darren Sproles, who also set the NFL record for all-purpose yards in 
2011. 

It would take a monster year receiving and returning just to get close to 
Sproles, but monster years don’t come hanging around in the locker room. 
They're made after practice, all alone, fielding balls out of the machine. 


— Jeffrey Parson 


TYLER LOCKETT 


2014 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 33 


TOoRldAG 


es 


KFIELD © 


* 


 BACI 


Arefresher on how this works: A team has to be 
stacked at quarterback AND running back to even get 
on the watch list to make the cut. For example, that 
eliminates Alabama, which has an excess of great 
runners but loads of uncertainty at quarterback. Why 
do we do it this way? We think it’s a lot more interest- 
ing than just ranking the best units at quarterback and 
running back, which often would simply mirror our 
player rankings. 


1. OREGON 


We'll give the Ducks the nod here over Florida 
State because we consider Marcus Mariota at least 
the very near equal of Jameis Winston, and the Ducks 
have two proven options at running back — Byron 
Marshall and Thomas Tyner — as opposed to the 
Seminoles’ one. Mariota, with the run-pass skills to 
adapt to various styles of offense, should be the top 
quarterback prospect in this draft class if Winston 
stays in school. Marshall went past 1,000 yards last 
season and Tyner built on his high school legend with 
711 yards as a true freshman. Each averaged 6.2 
yards per carry. 


» EL ¢ 1 STATE 


whim wiril be 


You're reading this magazine, so you know all 
about Jameis Winston. The thing to note here is senior 
running back Karlos Williams, who moved from safety 
last season to do his part in supercharging the offense 
with 730 rushing yards and 11 touchdowns, averaging 
8.0 yards per carry. His running back mates Devonta 
Freeman and James Wilder Jr. are off to the pros, 
giving him a chance to be a workhorse. 
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The Bears have had a national top-five scoring 
offense in each of the past three seasons, owing in 
part to All-American receivers (keep on reading for 
more about that) and rotating talent in the backfield. 
Quarterback Bryce Petty now will be a two-year fixture 
after throwing for 4,200 yards last season, while 
sophomores Shock Linwood and Devin Chafin are the 
latest, greatest, at running back. Linwood ran for 881 
yards last season behind departed Lache Seastrunk. 


RAAI CTATE 


A year ago, the Spartans didn’t know if they had 
anyone who could play quarterback effectively, and 
now they have seasoned, confident Connor Cook, 
who has a win over Ohio State in one pocket and a 
triumph against Stanford in the other. Senior running 
back Jeremy Langford is coming off a season in which 
he ran for 1,422 yards and 18 touchdowns. 


>. AUBURN 


If the spring reports are to believed, quarterback 
Nick Marshall has sharpened his technique and his 
passing skills, which means, is there anything he can't 
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do? Tre Mason helped with much of the heavy lifting, 
and long-distance running, last season, and it will take 
a (very good) committee to replace him. That's what 
the Tigers have, with Cameron Artis-Payne, Corey 
Grant, Peyton Barber and five-star signee Racean 
“Roc” Thomas. 


The Trojans should live on this list, but haven't 
lately. That is changing. Cody Kessler’s emergence at 
quarterback last season set the offense back on the 
right path, and there are plenty of tailbacks who can 
carry USC across the goal line. Javorius Allen (785 
yards, 14 touchdowns) and Tre Madden (703 yards) 
are the two best, and there will be more attempts for 
everyone as the Trojans turn up the tempo. 


It's been fun to watch Taysom Hill run — he’s the 
nation’s leading returning rusher at quarterback with 
1,344 yards — but it will be fascinating to see him 
throw. A scheduled stop this summer at the prestigious 
Manning Passing Academy might cure his erratic 
flings; if not, nothing wrong with working the zone read 
with running back Jamaal Williams (1,233 yards). 
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Sophomore quarterback Christian Hackenberg 
is already well beyond his years in development, and 
senior running backs Zach Zwinak and Bill Belton 
just have to do what they do, which last season was 
combine to rush for 1,792 yards. 
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Quarterback Taylor Kelly has been called under- 
rated so much it’s probably no longer true. He doesn't 
dazzle — unless he’s showing off any bling from 
winning the Pac-12 South — he just gets yards, points 
and victories. Junior running back D.J. Foster, the 
gem of Todd Graham’s first recruiting class, takes over 
as the feature back from departed Marion Grice. 


The Falcons will have to win at Wisconsin in 
September to become a major story this season, but 
they're sure to be prolific through the MAC behind 
QB Matt Johnson (3,467 yards in 2013) and RB Travis 
Greene (1,594). 


The Bears have developed the sort of turnstile 
depth at this position that is truly rare in college 
football, so the loss of Tevin Reese — who was one of 
the fastest players in the country — won't really slow 
them down. Is anyone in America better than Antwan 
Goodley? A true No. 1 wideout, Goodley is comple- 
mented well by Levi Norwood, Clay Fuller and others. 
Star quarterback Bryce Petty's passing numbers will 
be through the roof. 


Senior Austin Hill, a Biletnikoff Award semifinalist 
and big-play specialist in 2012, will be ready to turn 
it loose again this fall after sitting out last season 
because of an ACL tear. He headlines a new-look 
group of wideouts that includes a pair of major trans- 
fers — Notre Dame's DaVonte’ Neal (a quick-in-space 
slot receiver) and Texas’ Cayleb Jones (a go-get-it 6-5 
wideout). They join, among others, mighty-mite sopho- 
mores Nate Phillips and Samajie Grant (a combined 
98 catches last season) and Trey Griffey — The Kid's 
kid — who came on late last season. 


Assume the best. Let's say Malcolm Mitchell and 
Justin Scott-Wesley will be fine coming off 2013 ACL 
injuries, rejoining seniors Michael Bennett and Chris 
Conley to give quarterback Hutson Mason an enviable 
array of targets. The oft-injured Mitchell is probably 
the best of the bunch, but for whatever success he 
has, he'll be cautious enough this time around while 
celebrating a touchdown, which is how he got hurt in 
last season's opener. 


4 OHIO Ss 
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The Buckeyes bring incredible speed and 
big-play potential to the table with Devin Smith, who 
seems on the verge of 1,000-plus yards and double- 
digit touchdowns, and Dontre Wilson, who continues 
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to draw comparisons to Percy Harvin. If Wilson even 
comes close to doing what Harvin did at Florida, this 
offense roars. And don't discount the possibility that 
tight end Jeff Heuerman will assert himself as one of 
the Big Ten’s best red-zone targets. He’s huge, with 
soft hands, and should blow away his decent 2013 
numbers. 


5. ALABAMA 


The Tide’s new quarterback has to squeeze an 
All-American season out of junior Amari Cooper before 
he heads off to the NFL. His numbers were so-so last 
season as he worked through some nagging injuries, 
but two long touchdowns late in the season vs. Auburn 
and Oklahoma show what he's all about. Christion 
Jones, Chris Black (time for him to emerge) are others 
in a deep cast, and a rival assistant coach told Lindy’s 
that tight end O.J. Howard is “Ozzie Newsome-like.” 
Nice. 


6. KANSAS STATE 


If you needed one guy in all of college football 
to make one big play with the football, Tyler Lockett 
would have to be your Plan A. If he played in one of 
the glamour programs, he'd factor prominently into 
every preseason Heisman Trophy list. The Wildcats 
also have fellow senior Curry Sexton, who was their 
second-leading receiver in 2013. K-State has incred- 
ible size, though not a lot of production, at tight end. 


7. MARYLAND 


If electrifying Stefon Diggs and Deon Long can 
stay healthy after each broke a leg last season — 
cruelly enough, in the same game — then quarterback 
C.J. Brown and the Terps will make some noise in 
their first year in the Big Ten. Fellow wideout Levern 


Jacobs, who led the team in receiving last year, also 
returns. 


8. AUBURN 


The Tigers weren't known for their passing last 
season, but they had nine receptions of 50-plus yards, 
showing how they always present a clear and present 
danger. Sammie Coates is the down-field commander 
of a deep, capable unit that also features tight end 
C.J. Uzomah and junior college transfer wideout 
D'haquille Williams, pegged as an instant star. 


9. NORTHWESTERN 


Quarterback Trevor Siemian has a trio of excel- 
lent targets in wideouts Christian Jones and Tony 
Jones and superback Dan Vitale. This could end up 
being the most consistently productive pass-catching 
group in the Big Ten. 


10. UCLA 


The Devins — Fuller and Lucien — should lead 
a growing collection of athletic targets for quarterback 
Brett Hundley. No sure-fire superstar here, but it’s a 
position where coach Jim Mora’s recruiting is going to 
begin to show up (hello, Mossi Johnson). 


TORd7O 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


1. FLORIDA STATE 


With five seniors on the first-string, including 
four returning starters and two Lindy’s preseason 
All-Americans, these guys can even make a Florida 
State relief pitcher look good at quarterback. They 
have combined for 113 career starts, including five 
from new first-string center Austin Barron. Left tackle 
Cameron Erving and right guard Tre’ Jackson (espe- 
cially Erving) are first-round material, and left guard 
Josue Matias starts the year among the top 100 draft 
prospects. 


2. AUBURN 


Scheme and skill had much to do for why the 
Tigers ran for 328.3 yards per game last season, but 
you can’t discount the contribution of the offensive 
line. All-American left tackle Greg Robinson will be 
missed, although perhaps not as much as originally 
thought because Shon Coleman was a spring revela- 
tion at that spot. Center Reese Dismukes leads the 
four returning starters. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The Gamecocks lose only their starting right 
guard and return a huge — and hugely talented — 
left side of the line in tackle Corey Robinson and 
guard A.J. Cann. Throw in third-year starting right 
tackle Brandon Shell, and coach Steve Spurrier has 
one of the best offensive fronts of his career. More 
importantly, that line and workhorse running back 
Mike Davis make a nice pairing. 


4. LSU 


The Tigers have an NFL prime cut in left tackle 
La’el Collins and an otherwise full house with four 
returning starters that have won their share of SEC 
wars. LSU lost guard Trai Turner early to the NFL 
Draft, which is not insignificant, although Les Miles had 
a gallery full of willing and able replacements in the 
spring, headed by senior Evan Washington. 


5. TEXAS A&M 


The star power continues, with Cedric Ogbuehi 
moving from right tackle to left tackle, where Jake 
Matthews and Luke Joeckel have left some mighty big 
imprints in recent seasons. There’s still a Matthews 
among the four returning starters; that would be Jake’s 
brother Mike, a nicely developing junior center. Plenty 
of depth here, too. 


6. OKLAHOMA 


The Sooners have a strong, experienced set of 
tackles in seniors Daryl Williams and Tyrus Thompson. 
Fellow seniors Adam Shead and Dionte Savage are 
proven players, too, yet Savage, a mountainous guard, 
still might raise his performance level significantly. OU 
has had bigger-name lines before, but this one could 
be special. 


7. MICHIGAN STATE 


The Big Ten’s best twosome: Jack Allen, coming 
off a breakthrough sophomore season at center, and 
young tackle Jack Conklin, who could wind up as the 
league’s No. 1 lineman before his career is over. Fun- 
loving senior guard Travis Jackson won't let anybody 
down. 


8. OREGON 


The Ducks have long relied on their athleti- 
cism and agility up front, but the coaches spent this 
offseason pushing their offensive linemen back for 
thirds in the buffet line. Heavier and stronger is the 
goal, and it should pay off for a line that returns intact 
from how it ended last season. Center Hroniss Grasu 
is the linchpin. 


9. BAYLOR 


Spencer Drango will be QB Bryce Petty’s best 
friend, protecting his blind side and thereby allowing 
the Bears’ incredibly diverse passing game to succeed 
at every level of opposing defenses. Yeah, it’s a big 
job, and Drango is one of the best in the country. 
Guard Desmine Hilliard happens to be one of the best 
discus throwers in the country, which speaks to his 
great balance and footwork. 


10. OHIO STATE 


The Buckeyes lost a ton from last year’s line, but 
they've got terrific talent and athleticism with tackle 
Taylor Decker and guard Pat Elflein and a potential 
difference-maker in center Chad Lindsay, a graduate 
transfer who was good enough to start four games last 
season at Alabama after backing up Barrett Jones the 
previous two years. 
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TOR’AO 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


1. OHIO STATE 


This — ends Joey Bosa and Noah Spence, 
and tackles Michael Bennett and Adolphus 
Washington — is a superstar unit, as talented and 
dynamic as any Urban Meyer had in his years at 
Florida. Good luck running inside on the Buckeyes. 
Good luck dropping back to pass. If you're looking 
for a reason why Ohio State can take the next step 
in 2014, this is it. 


2. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


The Bulldogs ranked 18th nationally in total 
defense last season and bring back eight starters 
on that side of the ball, including close to a full 
two-deep up front. Defensive tackle Chris Jones 
is the star, supported by rock-solid veterans for a 
team that won its final three games last season and 
is going to be a tough out in the SEC West (like the 
division needs another one of those). 


3. CLEMSON 


The Tigers’ defense will continue its rise 
under coordinator Brent Venables. One of 
the reasons rush end Vic Beasley can match 
or exceed his 2013 All-American totals 
(13 sacks, 23 tackles for loss) is that block- 
ing schemes have to respect senior Corey 
Crawford on the other side while keeping an 
eye on Grady Jarrett in the middle. 


4. l|OWA 


If you listen to the folks in lowa City, 
they'll try to convince you that mega-motor 
tackle Louis Trinca-Pasat is the most under- 
rated defensive player in the Big Ten. His 
partner on the interior, Carl Davis, is a beast 
who needs no one to go to bat for him. 
lowa’s excitement for a potential breakout 
season flows out from this pair of studs. 


5. TCU 


If end Devonte Fields, who missed most 
of last season with a foot injury, ascends 
back to the level at which he played as a 
freshman, the Horned Frogs will be wickedly 
good up front. Fields was unstoppable in the 
pass rush in 2012. Three-year starter Chucky 
Hunter is a major force at tackle. 


6. TEXAS 


The Longhorns have had great individu- 
al players along their lines in recent seasons, 
but the talent hasn't put UT's defenses over 
the top. Maybe this is the season for that to 
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happen. Cedric Reed is one of the most explosive 
ends in the country, and Malcom Brown is an elite 
tackle. If Charlie Strong can bring the mean and 
nasty out of the guys around them, look out. 


7. OKLAHOMA 


Bob Stoops has himself a fast, deep group led 
by end Charles Tapper, one of the best returning 
players in the Big 12. End Geneo Grissom comes 
off a monster performance in the upset of Alabama 
in the Sugar Bowl. Chuku Ndulue is a mainstay, and 
the inside tackle spot offers serious up-and-coming 
talent. 


8. USC 


The Trojans had a national top 20 defense last 
season, and it all starts up front, where Leonard Wil- 
liams can play wherever he wants, inside or outside, 
depending on which opposing offensive linemen the 
USC coaches want to embarrass. Starting tackle 
Antwaun Woods is back, and the team’s tremen- 
dous depth includes Texas Tech transfer Delvon 
Simmons. 


9. ALABAMA 


Nick Saban began spring practice by scoffing 
at questions about the supposed depth on his 
defensive line, but at the end, he had to admit, 


“Michael Bennett ar 


he’s got some dang fine raw talent at the position. 
Sophomore 320-pound end A’Shawn Robinson 
seems as much mountain as man; Brandon Ivory is 
a returning starter at nose guard, and JC transfers 
Jarran Reed and D.J. Pettway are part of that depth 
that is collectively ready to deliver more big plays 
this season. 


10. FLORIDA 


Despite the Gators’ 4-8 record last season, the 
run defense wasn't shabby, and all four members of 
the starting front returns. With Dante Fowler Jr. and 
Jonathan Bullard tag-teaming on opposite sides, 
sunnier Florida days are straight ahead. 


LINEBACKERS 


1. GEORGIA 


The Bulldogs’ defense might have been soft 
at times last season, but don’t blame the lineback- 
ers. They — and their 345 tackles, 37.5 for loss, 16 
sacks — are all back. Of the four, inside linebacker 
Ramik Wilson is the most decorated, an All-SEC 
first-teamer and a Lindy’s preseason All- 
American, although sophomore whirlwind 
Leonard Floyd could end up being the best 
pro prospect down the line. Put them with in- 
side linebacker Amarlo Herrera and outside 
‘backer Jordan Jenkins, and it's 
a nasty, nasty unit. 


2. OKLAHOMA 


With Eric Striker, Dominique Alexander 
and Frank Shannon as the nucleus, the 
Sooners have the best group of linebackers 
in the Big 12. Shannon’s status at the school 
was in question, as of press time, though; 
losing a powerhouse tackler like him would 
be a serious blow. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


Outside linebacker Skai Moore, one of 
seemingly an infinite number of off-the- 
charts sophomores in the SEC, emerged 
last season to help the Gamecocks 
transform this position from a weakness to a 
strength. Moore led the team in tackles (56) 
and interceptions, with two of his four picks 
coming in the win over Wisconsin in the 
Capital One Bowl. Kaiwan Lewis is back in 
the middle, with Sharrod Golightly retuning 
to the Spur. 


4. UCLA 


The Bruins were better last year with 
Anthony Barr and Jordan Zumwalt also at 
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the position, but not many teams retain a duo 
such as Myles Jack and Eric Kendricks. And 
consider: If UCLA is in a nickel package about 
half of the time, the combination of Jack- 
Kendricks is all you need. 


5. ALABAMA 


The Tide has produced four officially 
recognized All-America linebackers in the past 
five years, going from Rolando McClain to 
Dont’a Hightower to Courtney Upshaw to C.J 
Mosley. So, we're pretty sure the pattern is for 
these guys to play at a high level, too. The Tide 
will funnel everything to Trey DePriest, who fills 
Mosley’s inside role this season, surrounded by 
depth and talent. 


6. WEST VIRGINIA 


Inside ‘backers Nick Kwiatkoski and Isaiah 
Bruce are too good for the Mountaineers not 
to improve defensively. Brandon Golson is a 
third returning starter for a unit that needs to be 
more productive, and should be. 


7. NEBRASKA 


We've grown almost as tired of the 
lamentations over bygone true “Blackshirt” 
days in Lincoln as Bo Pelini has (OK, it’s not 
even close), but this should be the season when 
the Huskers’ play at linebacker cuts the mustard. 
Michael Rose is a force on the inside, and outside 
guys David Santos and Zaire Anderson can cover 
ground and tackle with authority. That's really what 
it's all about, isn’t it? 


8. USC 


Put these guys behind the Trojans’ defensive 
line, and you see why the entire front seven is one 
of the best in the nation. Inside linebacker Hayes 
Pullard, a veteran of 282 career tackles, leads the 
transition to a new coaching staff. J.R. Tavai, Lamar 
Dawson and Anthony Sarao have ample experience. 


9. CLEMSON 


The Tigers’ strength here starts with senior 
middle linebacker Stephone Anthony, who had 131 
tackles last season. And there’s a nice story brewing 
with former five-star recruit Tony Steward potentially 
coming back with a vengeance from two torn ACLs; 
signs were good in the spring. 


10. OREGON 


The Ducks have a lot of depth, which means 
interchangeable parts, which means new defensive 
coordinator Don Pellum can scribble up more 
unpredictable blitzes from all kinds of angles. With 
100-tackle guy Derrick Malone and hybrid DE/OLB 
Tony Washington, forcing more negative plays is an 
accomplishable focus. 


SECONDARY 


1. FLORIDA STATE 


Jameis Winston won't see better coverage in a 
game than he does in practice. The Seminoles don't 
bother to hiccup after losing safety Terrence Brooks 
and All-American cornerback Lamarcus Joyner, who 
led the nation’s top-rated pass defense last season. 
P.J. Williams is a first-rate shut-down corner, and 
Ronald Darby and Jalen Ramsey provide other 
stingy coverage at the other corner and nickel back 
position. 


2. VIRGINIA TECH 


Get used to the Hokies here, as starting corner- 
backs Kendall Fuller and Brandon Facyson are only 
sophomores. Fuller picked off six passes and Facy- 
son five, so it’s not like an opposing quarterback can 
just pick a side. Rover Kyshoen Jarrett and safety 
Detrick Bonner are returning starters, to boot. 


3. MICHIGAN STATE 


All Darian Hicks has to do is replace lockdown 
superstar corner Darqueze Dennard, right? Well, 
he’s good enough to do just that. His partner at 
corner, Trae Waynes, is a proven guy (possibly 
special), and safety Kurtis Drummond is an elite 


player. Sparty will be dynamite on the back end 
once again. 


4. LSU 


This is a case of strength everywhere, even 
if you can't identify a hot-shot All-American in 
the group. But this is LSU, and talent bubbles 
to the top all the time, which is why it's best 
to be bullish on junior safety Jalen Mills and 
sophomore cornerbacks Tre’Davious White and 
Rashard Robinson. 


5. TCU 


There are more quality pieces than any 
secondary coach requires to form a top unit. 
Sam Carter and Chris Hackett are an ideal duo 
at safety; they're big, rangy and physical and 
create a lot of takeaways. Even with the loss of 
extraordinary cornerback Jason Verrett, there 
really shouldn’t be a weak link on the back end 
for TCU. 


6. UCLA 


The Bruins return three honorable-mention 
All-Pac-12 defensive backs, with safeties 
Anthony Jefferson and Randall Goforth, and 
cornerback Fabian Moreau. The fourth returning 
starter is corner Ishmael Adams, who led the 
team with four interceptions and had some 
dynamite moments on kick returns. 


7. KANSAS STATE 


The two prime talents are Dante Bennett, a do- 
it-all safety who stops the run and intercepts passes, 
and Randall Evans, who has shown the versatility 
to line up most anywhere in the secondary. Evans 
showed a real nose for the ball in 2013, breaking up 
a surprisingly big number of passes. 


8. USC 


It's easy to spot future pros here, which is 
always a good place to start. Senior Josh Shaw 
has been a standout at safety and cornerback, and 
former five-star recruit Su’a Cravens looks exactly 
like a strong safety should. He’ll make the leap from 
Freshman All-American to first-team All-Pac-12. 


9. MICHIGAN 


Everyone in Ann Arbor is dying to see how 
super-recruit Jabrill Peppers will factor into the 
secondary. He'll eventually join ball-hawking corner 
Blake Countess and safety Jarrod Wilson, who has 
been up and down but should be ready to make 
good on his outstanding ability. 


10. TEXAS 


Cornerback Quandre Diggs would be a terrific 
starting point for most any secondary. Having a pair 
of senior starters at safety — Mykkele Thompson 
and Josh Turner — is a real luxury. 
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FINALLY: THE FOOTBALL 
FINAL FOU 


It’s here: The College Football Playoff, 
50 years in the making. 

Progress has come in three-inches-and- 
a-cloud-of-controversy for half a century, 
traceable to Alabama's 21-17 loss to Texas 
in the 1965 Orange Bowl. Bama’s lone 
defeat of the season didn’t matter. 

Bear's boys were still national champs 
because — and this is just so darn cute — 
the champion was determined by the polls 
at the end of the regular season. Yeah, 
before they even played the bowl games. 

Arkansas was not amused. 

The Razorbacks beat Nebraska in the 
Cotton Bowl to finish 11-0 and still was 
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left mostly in the cold. The Football Writ- 
ers Association of American — smart folks 
— took the postseason into account and 
awarded its mythical national champion- 
ship to Arkansas. 

What a concept. 

The AP experimented with doing the 
same thing the following year, and then 
made the post-bowl poll a permanent way 
of business in 1968. It took another six 
years beyond that before the UPI coaches 
poll to also consider bowls more than 
mere exhibition games and chamber-of- 
commerce events. 

Baby steps. 


It would be another 18 years until the 
Bowl Coalition came along in the hopes of 
matching No. 1 vs. No. 2 at the end of the 
season. Twice in three years (1992-94), 
it succeeded, but since the Big Ten and 
Pac-10 weren't in the group, second- 
ranked Penn State and its perfect record 
went hungry in ‘94. 

That gave rise to the Bowl Alliance, 
which batted 1-for-3 in pairing the top 
two teams, ending in a split national 
championship between Michigan and 
Nebraska in 1997. 

Yeah, that wasn’t working, either. 

All the flaws in those systems begat 
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another flawed system — the BCS. But 
at least it did guarantee a No. 1 vs. No. 2 
matchup, even though in some years 
almost everyone thought No. 3 — No. 4? 
— was a better choice. 

For 15 years, we crawled and com- 
plained, begged and bickered, for some- 
thing better to come along. The BCS was 
kinda, sometimes, sorta OK working, but 
we hadn't crossed any sort of goal line. 

And we still haven't hit paydirt. Now, 
consider us in the red zone. 

This new four-team playoff is the 
natural, logical offspring of the BCS, just 
as an eight-team playoff inevitably will 
be. Good news is that it sure won't take us 
another 50 years to get to that. 

In the meantime, the top storyline of 
2014 is clear: 


1. The Playoff, what else? It’s just a 
modest four-teamer, but it'll be hyped like 
nothing else in the history of college foot- 
ball, culminating in the excess that is Jer- 
ryWorld in Arlington, Texas, on Jan. 12. 
The only thing understated about this is 
the modest official name — College Foot- 
ball Playoff. The joke on Twitter the day 
the CFP was announced was that Bill Han- 
cock’s dog was probably named “Dog.” The 
playoff’s executive director now proudly 
displays a stuffed dog (named “Dog”) at 
his 10th-floor CFP office in Dallas. 


2. The SEC fights back. Some nerve 
Florida State had, ending the kingpin con- 
ference’s run of national titles at seven. 
The funny thing about it is that the SEC 
appeared to be stronger than ever heading 
into 2013 — stronger than it appears to 
be a year later. It’s still No. 1, though, 
and if anyone dares to suggest otherwise, 
them’s fightin’ words. 


3. Roll Tide? After Alabama failed 
to win it all in 2010, Nick Saban’s Tide 
responded with back-to-back champion- 
ships. There’s no way the 2011 title would 
have happened without the steady, heady 
play of a fresh-faced quarterback named 
AJ McCarron, who ended up making star 
predecessor Greg McElroy look like just 
another guy. Alabama still has more talent 
to work with than any other squad, but it 
can't be fully realized without the right 
guy under center. Fifth-year senior Blake 
Sims will battle in fall camp with Florida 
State transfer Jacob Coker, under the 
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tutelage of new coordinator Lane Kiffin. 


4. Winston and FSU go for two. Two 
straight Heismans, two straight titles — 
and both are realistic goals for a Semi- 
noles team that'll be widely ranked No. 1 
heading into the season. Several big-time 
players from last year are gone, but 
Winston will work behind a gold-standard 
offensive line that could make him and 
his offense unstoppable. 


5. Quarterbacks galore. Given the 
state of offensive play in the college 
game, every year is a banner year at the 
most important position on the field. But 
2014 will be truly special with Winston, 
Oregon's Marcus Mariota, Ohio State’s 
Braxton Miller, Baylor's Bryce Petty, 
UCLA's Brett Hundley, Auburn's Nick 
Marshall, Oklahoma's Trevor Knight, Stan- 
ford’s Kevin Hogan, Penn State’s Christian 
Hackenberg, among many, many others, 
all doing their thing. 


6. Getting paid. We'd like this to be 
all fun and games, but there is serious 
stuff afoot that merely holds the potential 
to change college athletics as we know 
it. The whole idea of amateurism and 


“student-athlete” is up for grabs after 

a regional National Labor Relations Board 
ruled that Northwestern football players 
are employees with the right to form 

a union. Will this lead to college athletes 
getting paid? If you listen, that’s not 
really what they are asking for, focus- 
ing instead on being covered for injuries 
after their eligibility ends and guaranteed 
scholarships. However it plays out, things 
won't be the same. 


7. Realignment. Sitting down? Pad 
and paper out? The ACC trades up, losing 
Maryland but gaining Louisville. Maryland 


and Rutgers add to the Big Ten’s footprint. 


The spinoff American gets crushed, saying 
goodbye to Louisville and Rutgers and 
hello to East Carolina, Tulane and Tulsa. 
Is all this almost over? Keep reading. 
We've got your clip-and-save realignment 
guide later in this section. 


8. The Strong arm of the law. It is 
rare for college football to have a coach- 
ing change as fascinating as the one that 
happened at Texas, where everything is 
bigger — especially the public demands 
shoved into the lap of the Longhorns’ 
coach. No one doubts Charlie Strong will 


CONFERENCE REALIGNMENT 


add muscle and toughness to Hook 

‘Em Nation, but will he make ‘em swoon 
like Mack Brown did for so long? James 
Franklin at Penn State, Steve Sarkisian 

at USC, and “newcomer” Bobby Petrino 

at Louisville also are huge stories. 


9. Rough stuff. Think 2013's new 
targeting rule was controversial? This 
season, roughing-the-passer could become 
an even bigger deal. The gist: Hitting 
a passer from the knees on down will be 
a personal foul, but not if he’s “running.” 
With all the moving pockets and all-out 
scrambles today’s QBs do, what consti- 
tutes running, anyway? 


10. The little Group of Five. College 
football couldn’t be moving more explicit- 
ly in the direction of favoring the big-boy 
conferences. But what about the AAC, 
C-USA, MAC, Mountain West and Sun Belt? 
They are adding bowl games. Will anyone 
care? They are massively up against it as 
far as getting a team into the playoff: 
Again, will anyone care? A Boise State- 
type success story has never been more 
needed and yet doesn’t seem particularly 
possible this season. 


The carousel is just about done spinning. We promise. Really. 


American Athletic 
The AAC is looking more like the old Conference USA all the 
time, as the old Big East adds East Carolina, Tulane and Tulsa, 
while losing football bellwether Louisville and a Rutgers pro- 
gram that had some recent decent moments. So, the AAC is 
at 11 members for now, pushing to 12 and a league title game 
when Navy steps in as a football-only member in 2015. 

2014: Cincy, UCF, UConn, ECU, Houston, Memphis, USF, SMU, 
Temple, Tulane, Tulsa 


Atlantic Coast 
The ACC stays at 14 teams, adding Louisville and subtracting Mary- 
land, which is off to B1G land. The Cards are dealt to the Atlantic 
division, where Florida State and Clemson are poised for iron-fisted 
rule. Notre Dame this season begins a scheduling partnership with 
the league, playing each ACC team once in a three-year period. 
Atlantic: BC, Clemson, FSU, Louisville, NC State, Syracuse, 
Wake Forest 
Coastal: Duke, Georgia Tech, Miami, UNC, Pitt, Virginia, 
Virginia Tech 


Big Ten 
Say hello to Maryland and Rutgers. Look, we like to kid the 


Big Ten, though its very name has become beyond ridiculous. 
Speaking of, how nice to bid farewell to the Leaders and Legends 
divisions; now it’s the East and West. It all even makes sense: 
East: Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Michigan State, Ohio 
State, Penn State, Rutgers 
West: Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, Northwestern, 
Purdue, Wisconsin 


Conference USA 

C-USA drops to 13 teams, trading East Carolina, Tulane and Tulsa for 

Western Kentucky out of the Sun Belt and rookie Old Dominion. The 

conference will pick up its missing team in 2015, welcoming Charlotte. 
East: FAU, FIU, Marshall, MTSU, Old Dominion, UAB, WKU 
West: Louisiana Tech, North Texas, Rice, Southern Miss, UTEP, 

Texas-San Antonio 


Sun Belt 
The league is going for quantity, swelling from eight teams to 
11, even as Western Kentucky walked out the door. The newbies 
are transitioning FBS members Appalachian State and Georgia 
Southern, as well as WAC orphans Idaho and New Mexico State, 
after each spent a season in college football's Independent class. 
2014: Appalachian State, Arkansas State, Georgia Southern, 
Georgia State, Idaho, Louisiana, Louisiana-Monroe, New Mexico 
State, South Alabama, Troy, Texas State 
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HEISMAN WATCH 


Jameis Winston was the latest to make a mockery of preseason Heisman watch lists 
last season. That's two redshirt freshman winners in a row (Winston followed Johnny 
Manziel), and they came after a quarterback winner from Baylor (Robert Griffin III), 
which came a year after a junior college transfer QB won (Cam Newton), which came 
after a previously part-time running back won (Mark Ingram). 


Let's try this again. 


So, we pick either a true freshman or Mike the Tiger. 

We smile in remembrance of the 10-story billboard of Oregon's Joey Harrington in 
New York City, while wondering if there is an eBay market for a Paul Palmer (Temple) 
comic book, or a Dave Ragone (Louisville) bobblehead from back in the day, but with 
all the highlights and hype, nobody needs a Heisman promotional campaign anymore 
— which actually makes the process more democratic. 

That is, unless you play defense ... or, basically, any position other than quarterback 
for a highly ranked team. In that case, we wish you luck. 


Here are the top candidates: 


1. JAMEIS WINSTON, QB, FLORIDA STATE 


We hate the idea of picking the previous winner to repeat. Didn’t happen for Jason 
White, Matt Leinart, Tim Tebow, Sam Bradford or Johnny Manziel. Anything short of 
everything Winston accomplished last season will be viewed as a disappointment. But 
here’s the deal. If we're picking Florida State No. 1 again, then we have to go with 
Winston as the Heisman favorite. And we are. 

Question: Fair or not, Winston, with his now-resolved off-field legal problems, polar- 


ized many voters last season. Will there 
be backlash in terms of giving him two in 
a row? We say his veteran offensive line 
will protect him from that backlash and 
opposing defenses, lifting him to an even 
better year. 


2. MARCUS MARIOTA, OB, OREGON 
Held the Heisman lead through midsea- 
son last year. Must get a win over Stanford. 


3. BRAXTON MILLER, QB, OHIO STATE 
Will be hard to beat if he has a full 
season of health and leads the Buckeyes 

to the Football Final Four. 


4, BRYCE PETTY, OB, BAYLOR 

He was seventh in passing yards last 
year (second among returning players) and 
his numbers from last season (4,200 pass- 
ing yards, 32-3 touchdown-to-interception 
ratio) figure to stay equally fabulous. 


5. NICK MARSHALL, QB, AUBURN 

The rate of his improvement during 
last season suggests he'll be a better 
passer in 2014 to go along with his nifty 
improv work. 


6. BRETT HUNDLEY, OB, UCLA 

Potentially the best NFL prospect on 
this list, the dual-threat gets to work 
behind an offensive line that is shedding 
its training wheels. 


7. TODD GURLEY, RB, GEORGIA 

Didn't stay healthy for long enough last 
season, but his combination of size and 
speed is unmatched. 


8. MELVIN GORDON, RB, WISCONSIN 

Speedster could get 2,000 rushing yards 
in a breeze if the Badgers didn’t share the 
ball so darn much in the backfield. 


9, TREVOR KNIGHT, OB, OKLAHOMA 
Starting quarterback for a national title 
contender? Check. 


10. RB, ALABAMA 

Yes, just RB. Whether it’s 1,000-yard 
ace T.J. Yeldon or rapidly emerging soph- 
omore Derrick Henry, either could find 
his way to the Heisman ceremony. After 
all, somebody from the Tide has finished 
in the top 3 in the voting in three of the 
past five seasons. 
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THE RATION 


COACHING CHANGES 


It’s not the largest group of recent changes, 


but it’s not short on intrigue. 


ARKANSAS STATE 
Out: Bryan Harsin (John Thompson 
coached bowl game) | In: Blake Anderson 
Imagine that — a new coach in Jones- 
boro. Anderson is merely the fifth for the 
Red Wolves in five years, and that’s not 
even counting bowl-game-only guys. Will 
he be around awhile? It seems the former 
North Carolina offensive coordinator is 
different enough from the likes of Hugh 
Freeze, Gus Malzahn and Bryan Harsin 
that the answer might just be yes. 


ARMY 
Out: Rich Ellerson | In: Jeff Monken 
Monken got a lot of good done at Geor- 
gia Southern, preparing it well for its step 
up to the FBS ranks. But if most college 
football fans know Monken for just one 
thing, it’s GSU’s 2013 win at Florida. If 
this guy could coax that win out of that 
team, well, why shouldn't Michie Stadium 
be alive all season with hope for a turning 
of the tide against Navy? 


BOISE STATE 


Out: Chris Petersen (Bob Gregory coached 
bowl game) | In: Bryan Harsin 

It didn’t go so well for Harsin as the 
offensive savior at Texas, and his year as 
head coach at Arkansas State was kind of 
so-so. But forget all that — he’s the ideal 
replacement for Chris Petersen in Boise. 
Harsin, a former Broncos quarterback, 
knows this unique recruiting terrain as 
well as anyone, having coached at BSU 
and played a major role in the Broncos’ 
rise to BCS-or-bust status. 


BOWLING GREEN 
Out: Dave Clawson (Adam Scheier coached 
bowl game) | In: Dino Babers 

Losing Clawson to Wake Forest was 
a big, though not unexpected, blow, but 
Babers has Falcons fans excited. And why 
shouldn't they be, given Babers’ instant 
turnaround job at Eastern Illinois? Two 
names in Babers’ recent past go a long 
way: Jimmy Garoppolo, his NFL-bound 
quarterback at EIU, and Art Briles, on 
whose staff Babers shined at Baylor. 
A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


CONNECTICUT 


Out: Paul Pasqualoni (T.J. Weist was in- 
terim coach last 8 games) | In: Bob Diaco 

Diaco’s palpable enthusiasm makes him an 
instant, welcome departure from Pasqualoni, 
and his work as Notre Dame's defensive 
coordinator from 2010-13 gives him a lot of 
credibility. The Huskies have played good 
defense through the years, though; it’s their 
offense that has lagged on the wrong side of 
the curve. The 40-year-old Diaco will have to 
figure out what all first-time head coaches 
must figure out: how to cede authority to 
his coordinators and maintain his grip on 
the entire program at the same time. 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Out: Ron English (Stan Parrish was interim 
coach last 3 games) | In: Chris Creighton 
Patience and persistence will be 
required of Creighton as he takes on a re- 
building task at one of the long-standing 
worst programs in the country. He has 
had serious success at the lower levels of 
college football, but the Eagles are a dif- 
ferent animal; English, once very highly 
regarded, was 11-46 at EMU. 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
Out: Carl Pelini (Brian Wright was interim 
coach last 4 games) | In: Charlie Partridge 
Last season was even worse for the 
disgraced Pelini than it was for Partridge, 
and Partridge had it pretty rough on the 
staff at Arkansas, perhaps the most disap- 
pointing team in all of college football. 
He's charged with lifting the Owls program 
back to the respectability it had as re- 
cently as 2008, its last bowl season under 
Howard Schnellenberger. 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
Out: Jeff Monken | In: Willie Fritz 

Way back in 1997, Fritz’s first as a 
head coach, Central Missouri finished 5-6. 
Only once since then, in 2006, has a Fritz 
team failed to produce a winning record, 
and his Sam Houston State teams from 
2010-13 went 40-14. As the Eagles embark 
on full-time FBS membership, Sun Belt 
programs had better take this guy and 
this program seriously. 


LOUISVILLE 
Out: Charlie Strong | In: Bobby Petrino 
There will be culture shock in Louisville, 
without a doubt. Cardinals players had end- 
less love for the intense, rock-ribbed Strong. 
In Petrino’s earlier stint at the house Papa 
John’s built, there was not so much love for 
the aloof, often biting coach. But there’s no 
questioning Petrino’s track record on game 
days — especially at Louisville — so the 
only real question is this: Has the Motorcycle 
Man’s odyssey of infamy softened him at all? 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Out: Charley Molnar | In: Mark Whipple 
UMass’s status in the MAC is up in the air, 
which just might make Whipple the perfect 
hire. After all, he is the link to the Minute- 
men’s best gridiron days, having coached 
them with great success for six seasons be- 
fore going on a long journey as an assistant 
at the major-college level and in the NFL. 
Remember this: Whipple was rookie Ben 
Roethlisberger’s QB coach in Pittsburgh. 


MIAMI (OHIO) 
Out: Don Treadwell (Mike Bath was interim 
coach last 7 games) | In: Chuck Martin 

So much for the so-called Cradle of 
Coaches — the RedHawks were 0-12 last 
season, with an impossibly bad offense, 
and anyone who took this job was going 
to be in for a massive challenge. Enter 
Martin, who was Notre Dame's offensive 
coordinator the past two seasons ... but 
was he really? Some would say Brian Kelly 
ran the Irish offense while Martin, whose 
previous experience was on the defensive 
side of the ball, did a lot of cheerleading. 


PENN STATE 
Out: Bill O’Brien | In: James Franklin 
O'Brien was a superb answer after Joe 
Paterno’s run ended, but was he long for the 
college game? Heck no. Franklin might not 
be, either, but he was in line to move up 
from Vanderbilt to anywhere he wanted for 
good reason. No one recruits harder, and no 
college coach in many years has done more 
to lift a program than Franklin did in Nash- 
ville. The fact he’s not a “Penn State guy” 
is meaningless. A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


TEXAS 

Out: Mack Brown | In: Charlie Strong 
This is a great hire for the Longhorns ... 

except for one thing. Strong, as terrific as he 

is at rallying players, thoroughly dislikes the 
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non-football aspects of a head coach's job, 
and nowhere is a coach in more demand off 
the field than at Texas. He'll toughen up his 
players, for sure, and that absolutely must 
happen in Austin. Still, he must deal with the 
absurd off-the-field requirements of the UT 
football coach. A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


Out: Garrick McGee | In: Bill Clark 

It's hard to believe McGee once was consid- 
ered a possible replacement for Bobby Petrino 
at Arkansas. On his watch, the Blazers were 
truly terrible, going 5-19 over two seasons. 
Clark can’t do any worse, but can he do any 
better? Here’s a guy who was coaching high 
school ball as recently as 2007 — not that 
there's anything wrong with that — and who 
has a grand total of one season, at Jackson- 
ville State, as a collegiate head coach. 


Out: Lane Kiffin (Ed Orgeron was in- 
terim coach for eight games, Clay Helton 
coached bowl) | In: Steve Sarkisian 

Sarkisian is the coach USC should've hired 
in the first place instead of Kiffin, if it was 
going to harken back to the Pete Carroll days 
at all. He’s a star recruiter, for sure, and the 
right man to get the Trojans’ offense singing 
again. Sark didn’t quite get Washington over 
the hump, though, which brings the analysis 
back to Carroll — obviously an elite coach, 
with a Super Bowl ring to prove it. USC still 
looks up at Stanford and Oregon, and UCLA 
is right there, too. The job is big. 


Out: James Franklin | In: Derek Mason 

First of all, rid your brain of the notion that 
Derek Mason is Derrick Mason, who played 
wide receiver in Nashville for the Titans. This 
is a legit coach who ran some of Stanford's 
baddest defenses in recent years. Yeah, he's 
also up against it — Franklin recruits have 
flocked to Penn State, and this is still Vander- 
bilt — but there's no doubt the Commodores 
will be tough. A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


Out: Jim Grobe | In: Dave Clawson 

Great hire for Wake Forest from an Xs-and- 
Os standpoint, but the ACC has gotten so good 
that the Demon Deacons may be relegated to 
also-ran status regardless of who's running the 
show. Grobe was a tremendous program leader. 
Clawson should give Wake a better chance to 
shake things up on an ongoing basis. 


Out: Steve Sarkisian (Marques Tuiasosopo 
coached bowl game) | In: Chris Petersen 

After all those other opportunities, Pe- 
tersen finally chose to leave Boise State. 
The hardest part for Petersen will be 
reinventing himself as a recruiter; for the 
Huskies to move up in the Pac-12 para- 
digm, they'll need to fight tooth and nail 
with the league’s powerhouse programs for 
the best high school players on the West 
Coast. Petersen is a superstar, though, and 
only 49 — young enough to learn new 
tricks. A LINDY’S TOP FIVE HIRE. 


Out: Bobby Petrino | In: Jeff Brohm 
After losing Petrino — who, let’s face 


it, wasn't going to stay in Bowling Green, 
Ky., a day longer than he had to — Brohm 
is a good face for the program. He coached 
under Petrino in 2013 and earlier at Lou- 
isville, and his long career as an NFL quar- 
terback will give him a boost with recruits. 
The Hilltoppers should stay relevant. 


Out: Dave Christensen | In: Craig Bohl 

Who doesn’t love this hire? Bohl became 
a star at North Dakota State, where his 
last three teams won FCS national titles. 
His record there: 104-32. If this guy can’t 
wrangle the Cowboys’ challenges, then 
there’s something very wrong with the 
sport. Recruiting will be an uphill climb, 
but welcome to Wyoming. 


The lucky retire on their own terms, but there are few of those. Hired to be fired, 
only four head coaches in the FBS have been at the same school since before 2000. 
Mack Brown moved off this list after last season, so here is the remaining quartet: 


Frank Beamer, Virginia Tech (224-109-2, 27 years) 
Larry Blakeney, Troy (175-104-1, 23 years) 

Bob Stoops, Oklahoma (160-39, 15 years) 

Kirk Ferentz, lowa (109-79, 15 years) 


Charlie Strong | Photo by David Manning-USA TODAY Sports 
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SCOPING THE WATION 


HOT SEAT COACHES 


There were only 20 head coaching changes after last season — that’s a low number 
in these high-pressure, high-stakes times — which means there will be plenty of low- 
hanging fruit on the coaching tree this winter. Here is a look at eight coaches clinging 
to life, trying to avoid being gathered up in what figures to be a big winter crop: 


1. Will Muschamp, Florida. He put in 

a go-go-go offense this spring, trying to 
put some distance between these Gators 
and the ones who went 4-8 and averaged 
a ghastly 18.8 points last season. Rock- 
ing a white visor in the spring game was 
a nice call-back to the Steve Spurrier 
glory days, but Muschamp’s 22-16 record 
is more like the Zooker than the Ol’ Ball 
Coach or that Urban Meyer guy. 


2. Norm Chow, Hawaii. Chow finally got 
his shot with the big-boy headsets on the 
sideline, coaching his first game in 2012 
at the age of 66. The decorated offensive 
coordinator hasn't gotten dumb in the 
past two seasons, but his 4-20 record 
suggests he wasn’t the right guy at the 
right time for the Warriors. And tossing 

a columnist from practice this spring — 
the scribe was critical of one of Chow’s 
hiring decisions — shows he might not 
have the right temperament for the job 
either. Remind us again why Hawaii never 
hired Duane Akina as its head coach. 


3. Dana Holgorsen, West Virginia. 
Holgorsen has gone from 10 victories 

in his debut season, to seven wins, to 

a mere four Ws last year. The Mountain- 
eers ranked 99th nationally in scoring 
defense and 101th in total defense last 
season, and we're dubious that installing 
Tony Gibson as defensive coordinator is 
the magic answer. This is the program's 
third season in the Big 12 and it should 
be easier to determine Holgorsen’s true 
level after 2014 is done. 


4. Mike London, Virginia. London’s re- 
cruiting has been decent enough; the Cavs 
have been between No. 23 and No. 31 in 
247Sports’ Composite recruiting rankings 
in each of the past four seasons. It’s the 
coaching-’em-up part that seems to be the 
problem. Five of his 18 victories in four 
years came against lower-division schools. 
Without a winning record this season, the 


administration will have all the informa- 
tion it needs to make a change. 


5. Tim Beckman, Illinois. Beckman’s 
teams are 1-15 in conference play in his 
two seasons, saved from the dreaded goose 
egg by a four-point victory last season 
over a Purdue team that didn’t win a game 
against an FBS opponent. If he and offen- 
sive coordinator Bill Cubit can get along 
on the sideline, they need to channel some 
positive energy toward likely new starting 
quarterback Wes Lunt, the Oklahoma State 
transfer, who is the best hope for the 
progress Beckman desperately needs. 


6. Charlie Weis, Kansas. Weis has picked 
up where he left off at Notre Dame, where 
his teams went 16-21 in his final three 
seasons. Problem is, he doesn’t have Notre 
Dame-quality players, so the record is 
worse — much worse. He has mashed 
together an unusual group of transfers in 
his first two seasons, coming up with a 
4-20 mess only notable for ending a 27- 
game Big 12 losing streak last season. 


7. Paul Johnson, Georgia Tech. The 
marriage seems a bit shaky after six 
seasons, and last year’s starting quarter- 
back, Vad Lee, opted for a divorce, skip- 
ping to James Madison with two years of 
eligibility remaining. The past four years 
have seen the program tread a lot of 
water, but it’s probably going to be sink 
or swim with Johnson, whose buyout sat 
at $7.5 million after last season. 


8. Brady Hoke, Michigan. The Wolverines 
repeatedly fell short last year, posting 

a 7-6 mark — the same record Rich 
Rodriguez had in his third season at 
Michigan before the administration booted 
him out the door. Hoke has more goodwill 
in the bank than RichRod ever did, but 
his account could go into the red with 
another season filled with close losses. 


OVER-RATED 


We've established that quarterbacks feel 
free to move around the country, usually 
because of playing time issues. Other 
times, they're knuckleheads or just not 
that good, undeserving of the hype. 

We looked at the nation’s top 10 quar- 
terbacks in three recent recruiting classes 
(2010 through 2012), using 247Sports’ 
composite rankings. These were the best 
of the best. Each a four-star or five-star 
recruit. A healthy percentage should be 
super-duper stars, right? Nah, just a few. 

Either the recruiting services do a 
lousy job evaluating, or college coaches 
aren't making good decisions about fits, 
or there’s just a lot of randomness in the 
system when projecting the transition 
from high school to college. 

What we found is that 19 of the 30 top 
quarterbacks in that three-year window were 
washouts at their original school. Nineteen. 
And a few more quarterbacks still have 
a chance to take a career path to join that 
list. Keep this in mind the next time your 
favorite team seems to clean up on Signing 
Day. With quarterbacks, it’s buyer beware. 


2010 
Blake Bell, Oklahoma — The Belldozer is 
clearing space as an OU tight end this season. 


Phillip Sims, Alabama — Transferred to Vir- 
ginia and then to Winston-Salem State for 2014. 


Devin Gardner, Michigan — Good career, 
but tenuous hold on job entering senior year. 


Jesse Scroggins, USC — From USC to JC 
to buried at Arizona last year. Hey, he 
could start in ‘14. 


Rob Bolden, Penn State — Now playing 
wide receiver for LSU. 


Jake Heaps, BYU — Nice freshman season, 
but then got beat out and left for Kansas. 


Connor Wood, Texas — Transferred to 
Colorado after freshman year; gave up 
football after 2013. 

Paul Jones, Penn State — Left during 
2012 season; landed at Robert Morris. 
Tyler Bray, Tennessee — Threw for 7,444 
yards for UT before leaving early for NFL 
(undrafted). 

Brett Nottingham, Stanford — Ex-backup 
to Andrew Luck finishing up with Columbia. 
To review: Eight of the 10 were busts at 
being a quarterback at their original school. 
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2011 
Jeff Driskel, Florida — Jury is still out, 
but he could have a big 2014 season. 
Braxton Miller, Ohio State — Urban Meyer 
lucky to inherit a roster that included Miller. 
Kiehl Frazier, Auburn — Moved to safety 
last season, then transferred to Ouachita 
Baptist University. 
Brett Hundley, UCLA — Third-year starter 
and the fuel for the Bruins’ recent rise. 
Christian LeMay, Georgia — Now playing 
for Jacksonville State. 
Max Wittek, USC — On the move after 
failing to win starting job. 
Teddy Bridgewater, Louisville — Turned 
pro after leading Cardinals to 11-1 season. 
Bubba Starling, Nebraska — Took Kansas 
City Royals’ $7.5 million signing bonus. 
J.W. Walsh, Oklahoma State — Likely 
starter for Cowboys in 2014. 
Jacoby Brissett, Florida — Looked good 
this spring ... for North Carolina State. 

To review: Miller, Hundley, Bridgewater 
were home runs, five were busts, two have 
more to do. 


2012 


Jameis Winston, Florida State — You 
know about him. 
Gunner Kiel, Notre Dame — Transferred to 
Cincinnati after freshman year; could be a star. 
Zach Kline, Cal — Lost starting battle in 
2013, so transferred to Oregon State. 
Cyler Miles, Washington — Suspended in the 
spring; status uncertain heading into summer. 
Anthony Alford, Southern Miss — 
Team's leading passer as frosh; now 
a safety at Ole Miss. 
Matt Davis, Texas A&M — Left the 
Aggies in August 2013 for junior college. 
Tanner Mangum, BYU — Currently on 
a two-year church mission. 
Connor Brewer, Texas — Came back last year 
to his home state, competing for job at Arizona. 
Chad Kelly, Clemson — Dismissed in April 
for “conduct detrimental to our program.” 
Chad Voytik, Pitt — He's the team’s 
projected starter in 2014. 

To review: Only two years after they 
signed with much fanfare, six of these QBs 
are already busts at their original schools. 
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CAN PASS, WILL TRAVEL 


Conference races — even the na- 
tional title chase — are being further 
defined by which quarterbacks transfer 


where, and when. 


Need a QB? Just wait for the free- 
agent signing period to begin. 

Arizona coach Rich Rodriguez, 
a self-described collector of quarter- 
backs, will continue his team’s com- 
petition at the position well into fall 
camp, further testing guys who began 
at USC (Jesse Scroggins), LSU (Jerrard 
Randall), Texas (Connor Brewer) and 


Louisiana Tech (Nick Isham). 


More than 30 notable quarterbacks 
transferred after last season, including 
several who were eligible to play in 2014 
and immediately transform a new team. 

Here is a partial list of quarterbacks 
who transferred after last season (TBD: 
At press time, some immediately-eligi- 


ble transfers were still looking for 2014 homes): 


OB 

Austin Apodaca 
Jaleel Awini 
Michael Brewer* 
Ford Childress 
Cam Coffman 
Jacob Coker* 
Brandon Connette* 
Luke Del Rio* 
Michael Eubank 
Tyler Ferguson 
Matt Floyd 
Andrew Hendrix* 
Matt Joeckel* 
Zach Kline 

Vad Lee 

Tyler Matthews 
Baker Mayfield 
Tyler Murphy” 
Philip Nelson 
Clayton Nicholas 
Ammon Olsen 
Nick Patti* 

Blake Rankin 
Stephen Rivers 
Conner Smith 
Cody Sokol* 
Manny Stocker 
Pete Thomas* 
Jason Thompson 
Kendal Thompson* 
Jalen Whitlow 
Max Wittek* 


Old School 
Washington State 
Air Force 
Texas Tech 
West Virginia 
Indiana 
Florida State 
Duke 
Alabama 
Arizona State 
Penn State 
USF 

Notre Dame 
Texas A&M 
Cal 

Georgia Tech 
TCU 

Texas Tech 
Florida 
Minnesota 
Texas Tech 
BYU 

Boise State 
Rutgers 

LSU 
Colorado State 
lowa 

NC State 

NC State 
Wyoming 
Oklahoma 
Kentucky 
USC 


New School 
Mesa (Ariz.) CC 
Colorado 
Virginia Tech 
Trinity Valley CC (Texas) 
TBD 

Alabama 

TBD 

Oregon State 
Samford 
Louisville 

South Alabama 
Miami, Ohio 
TCU 

Oregon State 
James Madison 
TBD 

Oklahoma 
Boston College 
Rutgers 

Bowling Green 
Southern Utah 
UCF 

TBD 

Vanderbilt 

TBD 

Louisiana Tech 
Tennessee-Martin 
TBD 


“Eligible in 2014 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 45 


THE RATION 


TOP 12 NON-CONFERENCE GAMES 


1. MICHIGAN STATE AT OREGON, SEPT. 6 

A game so good, it looks like a misprint. 
The Spartans are used to playing in stadi- 
ums that hold a lot more folks, but none 
will be louder than Autzen, especially if 
the high-flying Ducks start going all Cirque 
Du Soleil on a still-salty MSU defense. 


2. WISCONSIN VS. LSU, AUG. 30 (HOUSTON) 
Each team has to resolve its quarterback 
competition before opening the season, 
which simply places more emphasis on 
this being big-boy football in the trenches. 
Early edge to the Tigers’ offensive line. 


3. MICHIGAN AT NOTRE DAME, SEPT. 6. 
The stakes are obvious for two power- 
house programs, and this night game puts 
a bow on the historic series until at least 
2020, so the emotions will be dialed to 11. 
Devin Gardner accounted for five TDs last 

season as the Wolverines won, 41-30. 


4. OKLAHOMA STATE VS. FLORIDA 
STATE, AUG. 30 (ARLINGTON). 

The Seminoles launch defense of their 
national championship — or not — 
against an Oklahoma State team coming 
off a 10-win season and in reloading mode. 


COMEBACK PLAYERS 


5, AUBURN AT KANSAS STATE, SEPT. 18. 


Looks like a perfect Bill Snyder- 
designed trap in Manhattan for the reign- 
ing SEC champs — and more evidence 
that you can do high-end QB shopping 
in junior college (Auburn's Nick Marshall, 
K-State’s Jake Waters). 


6. UCLA VS. TEXAS, SEPT. 13 
(ARLINGTON). 

Charlie Strong's first significant test as 
UT boss comes a week earlier against BYU 
and quarterback Taysom Hill. Now, here 
comes Brett Hundley and the Bruins. 


7. FLORIDA AT FLORIDA STATE, NOV. 29. 

We're assuming the Gators will be better 
than last season and the Seminoles will 
be vying for a spot in the College Football 
Playoff. So, yeah, big drama. 


8. STANFORD AT NOTRE DAME, OCT. 4. 

The Cardinal has won four of the past five 
in the series but might still be bitter about 
the loss, which came the last time the teams 
played in South Bend and officials ruled 
Stepfan Taylor failed to squirm into the end 
zone in overtime on fourth-and-inches. 


9. NOTRE DAME AT FLORIDA STATE, OCT. 18. 
The Irish start dabbling in ACC competition 
this season with four games, including this 
beaut against the Seminoles. It will be easy to 
get used to this matchup once every few years. 


10. CLEMSON AT GEORGIA, AUG. 30. 

We'd like this one better with last 
season's starting quarterbacks, but the new 
signal-callers just add more intrigue. (Tigers 
fans might be looking forward to the end- 
ing of the season more than the beginning, 
though, eager to try to end a five-game 
losing streak to rival South Carolina). 


11. NOTRE DAME AT USC, NOV. 29. 

The Irish have two consecutive con- 
quests in the Coliseum, grounding the 
offensive attack of coach Lane Kiffin each 
time. Steve Sarkisian takes a whack at the 
rivalry with his up-tempo approach. 


12. BOISE STATE VS. OLE MISS, AUG. 28 
(ATLANTA). 

Another great opening-week matchup. 
We'll find out if Boise State’s Bryan Harsin 
found Chris Petersen's supply of magic 
dust as the Broncos take on a rapidly 
improving Rebels squad. 


Don't forget about these 10 guys, who missed all (or most) 
of last season: 


David Ash, QB, Texas (concussion) — His chance to im- 
press new coach Charlie Strong was limited by spring foot sur- 
gery, making the Texas OB position one of the great X-factors in 
college football. 


Andre Debose, WR, Florida (ACL) — He's been the “Next 
Percy Harvin” since the Urban Meyer days, but about the only 
thing the players have shared is a lengthy injury history. 
Debose, coming off an ACL injury that wiped out his 2013 
season, gets a sixth season of eligibility. He has four career kick 
returns for TDs, but little in the passing game. 


Jeff Driskel, QB, Florida (broken leg) — Positive signs in 
the spring he can handle the offense of new coordinator Kurt 
Roper, which could be the key to the Gators’ rejuvenation. 


George Farmer, WR, USC (knee) — Former big-time recruit 
has been injury-plagued during his Trojans’ career, including 
tearing knee ligaments that forced him to miss last season. 
Looked good in the spring in quest to be No. 2 behind star 
wideout Nelson Agholor. 


Everett Golson, QB, Notre Dame (academics) — Former 
starter returned from 2013 academic exile to find himself in 
spring battle with Malik Zaire. 


Chaz Green, OT, Florida (torn labrum) — That this is the 
third Gator on this list tells you a lot about Florida in 2013. 
He's back at right tackle and his health will say a lot about the 
team’s 2014 success. 


Austin Hill, WR, Arizona (ACL) — Biletnikoff semifinalist in 2012 
suffered his injury late in 2013 spring camp, forcing him to return as 
a senior in a suddenly deep and dangerous Arizona receiving corps. 


Chuckie Keeton, QB, Utah State (knee) — Warm up the 
#Chuckie4Heisman hashtag because the senior, with 56 career 
touchdown passes, will be back flinging the ball all over the 
yard after missing the last half of the 2013 season. 

Venric Mark, RB, Northwestern (hamstring, ankle) — 
Granted a medical hardship for last season, he rushed for 1,366 
yards and was an All-American punt returner in 2012. 

Malcolm Mitchell, WR, Georgia (ACL) — He made it to the 
second offensive series of last season before tearing up his knee. 
Has all-conference-caliber ability when healthy. 
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TOP 12 CONFERENCE GAMES 


1. AUBURN AT ALABAMA, NOV. 29. 

How many different kinds of awesome was 
Chris Davis’ game-winning field goal return 
last season? The forever echoes of the 2013 
Iron Bowl bring us not only the most sizzling 


grudge match, but the best game of the season. 


2. STANFORD AT OREGON, NOV. 1. 

The Cardinal has won two in a row in 
the series, highlighting the curious beauty 
of power over speed. The Ducks are prob- 
ably ready for a “We'll show them” kind of 
moment. But weren't they last year, too? 


3. ALABAMA AT LSU, NOV. 8. 

Heavyweights throwing haymakers 
elevate this game near the top of any 
annual list. Yards and points are precious. 
Only once in the past five meetings has 
either team exceeded 21 points. 


4. OHIO STATE AT MICHIGAN STATE, NOV. 8. 
The Spartans dumped the Buckeyes in last 
year's Big Ten title game, ending Ohio State's 
24-game winning streak. This time, the reconfig- 
ured conference has them in the same division. 


5. BAYLOR AT OKLAHOMA, NOV. 8. 

(Noticing a trend here? Absolutely 
make NO plans for Nov. 8 beyond sitting 
in front of a TV). Anyway, in the battle of 
Big 12 favorites, the Sooners need to be 
30 points better than they were last year 
to eke past the Bears. 


6. LSU AT AUBURN, OCT. 4. 

The winner still has to play Alabama 
later, so this could well be an elimination 
game for the SEC West title (but not nec- 
essarily for the College Football Playoff). 


7. GEORGIA AT SOUTH CAROLINA, SEPT. 13. 


The always-bubbling bitterness between 
Georgia and Steve Spurrier is a juicy 
subplot. Meanwhile, winner claims pole 
position in the SEC East. 


8. MICHIGAN AT OHIO STATE, NOV. 29. 

Did you know that the Wolverines 
haven't won in Columbus since 2000? 
Fans of each school certainly do. 
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9. TEXAS VS. OKLAHOMA, OCT. 11 
(DALLAS). 

It was the Red River Shootout before 
it was the Red River Rivalry and now it’s 
the AT&T Red River Showdown. Sure, we'll 
watch, but ... sigh. 


10. OREGON AT UCLA, OCT. 17. 

Potential preview of the Pac-12 Cham- 
pionship Game, with the Bruins eager to 
atone for being boatraced in Eugene last 
season, 42-14. 


11. USC AT UCLA, NOV. 22. 

Could both programs be great at the 
same time? That’s how it should be, 
and that’s where this cross-town rivalry 
is headed. 


12. TEXAS A&M AT SOUTH CAROLINA, 
AUG. 28. 

Bonus points for this matchup for being 
so potentially vital on opening weekend, 
with plenty of curious eyes on the Aggies’ 
QB situation, post-Johnny Football. 


Auburn cornerback Chris Davis (11) scored the game-winning touchdown against Alabama in last year’s Iron Bowl. 
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SCOPING THE NATION 


SN iE AK PEEK NO. PLAYER POS COLLEGE | 
1. Jameis Winston QB Florida State th 
Our friends at NFLDraftScout.com cover the — you guessed it 2, Cedric Ogbuehi OT Texas A&M Sr. 
— NFL Draft year-round, and they shared with us an early look 3. Leonard Williams DT USC Jr. 
at their scouting heading into the 2014 college season. Their 4. Brandon Scherff OT lowa Sr. 
top 50 draft-eligible players are listed, including Jameis Winston 5. Shilique Calhoun DE Michigan State Jr 
at the top, although whether he delays his entry until 2016 is 6. Cameron Erving OT Florida State Sr. 
very much the question, isn’t it? 7. Marcus Mariota QB Oregon it. 
With Winston, the 2015 draft would be strong at the top with 8. Devonte Fields DE “TCU = Sp: 
quarterbacks and the guys who protect them (offensive tackles) 9. Vic Beasley OLB Clemson Sr 
and the guys who try to hit them (pass rushers). That’s the kind Ss eT ea a ete 
4 : 10. Bryce Petty QB Baylor Sr. 
of league the NFL has become. But it’s also worth noting that a qo Marie Edwardaar DE Florida State if 
quartet of running backs could at least push toward first-round : : — —- 
status, which is becoming a rarer outlook for players at that 12. Ifo Ekpre-Olomu CB Oregon Sr 
position these days. 13. Randy Gregory DE _Nebraska Sr. 
14. Jordan Jenkins OLB Georgia Jr. 
15. Brett Hundley G5: SuCrA’ 
16. Rashad Greene WR Florida State Sr. 
17. Todd Gurley RB Georgia Jr. 
18, T.J. Yeldon RB _— Alabama Jr. 
19. Nelson Agholor WR USC Jr. 
20. Tre Jackson 0G Florida State Sr. 
21. Michael Bennett DT _Ohio State Sr. 
22. Melvin Gordon RB Wisconsin sd. 
23, PJ. Williams CB Florida State J 
24. Ty Montgomery WR Stanford oy Ae 
25. Kyler Fackrell OLB Utah State Jr 
26. Trae Waynes _ CB Michigan State Jr. 
27. Mike Davis RB South Carolina Jr. 
_ 28. Andrus Peat OT Stanford Jr. 
29. Quandre Diggs CB Texas Sr. 
30. Danny Shelton DT Washington Sr. 
31. Carl Davis DT —_—lowa SSixes 
32. La’el Collins aa Ss Sr. 
33. Dante Fowler Jr. DE Florida Jr. 
34. Denzel Perryman ILB Miami es ee 
35. DerronSmith FS  FresnoState Sr 
36. Nick O’Leary ite Florida State Sr. 
37. IsaacSeumalo § OG  OregonState Jr 
38. HronissGrasu $C Oregon Sr. 
39. Jordan Richards Ss Stanford — _ Sr. 
40. Amari Cooper WR Alabama. —S 
' 41. KurtisDrummond FS —‘ Michigan State Sr. 
hf 42, RamikWilson LB Georgia Sr. 
_ 43. Devin Funchess TE Michigan Jr. 
; 44. DorialGreen-Beckham WR Missouri = Jr. 
ae "45. LakenTomlinson 0G Duke ~—~—~*Sr.— 
Re ¥ 46. Karlos Williams RB FloridaState Sr. 
; 47. ChristianCovington DT Rice _ Ped 
Si 48. Josh Shaw cB USC Sr. 
49. Spencer Drango OT Baylor — lon 
Florida State quarterback Jameis Winston 50. Derrick Malone OLB Oregon _—_—sOSS. 


Photo by Melina Vastola-USA TODAY Sports *Underclassman 
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By Barton Simmons 
247Sports.com 


Or 


Alabama found itself in a familiar spot on National Signing Day, landing the 
nation’s top class according to 247Sports for the fourth consecutive year. 

The 2014 edition was led by the nation’s top offensive tackle in Monroe, La. 
product Cameron Robinson. With the departure of Cyrus Kouandjio to the NFL, 
Robinson is one of the few tackles in the 2014 class who has the potential to 
start as a true freshman in the SEC. As a whole, Nick Saban’s offensive line crop 
was tops in the nation, landing the No. 1 and No. 6 (Ross Pierschbacher) offen- 
sive tackles in the country, the No. 1 JC offensive tackle in the country (Dominick 
Jackson), the No. 20 offensive guard (Montel McBride) and the nation’s top two 
centers (JC Hassenauer and Joshua Casher). 

The Tide also did plenty of damage on the defensive side of the ball, par- 
ticularly as it relates to replenishing the defensive backfield. Early enrollee Tony 
Brown is a five-star cornerback that is as physically ready as any defender in the 
nation. Between him and in-state product Marlon Humphrey (the son of former 
Bama great Bobby Humphrey), Alabama landed two of the top three cornerbacks 
in the nation. 

On top of that, Nick Saban has his quarterback of the future in a 6-5, strong- 
armed Oklahoma native named David Cornwell. 


Alabama 


All year long, LSU was the top candidate to dethrone Alabama and take 
the nation’s top class. Though the Tigers fell just short, Les Miles and company 
still put together a phenomenal class, led by the nation’s top overall prospect in 
Leonard Fournette out of New Orleans. Fournette is a once-in-a-generation type 
of back and could be a day-one starter for the Tigers. 

Along with the running back position, offensive coordinator Cam Cameron 
may have found a star at the quarterback position in athletic, big-armed talent 
Brandon Harris. Harris was a standout in spring practice and could compete to 
start as a freshman. 

Harris will have plenty of future wide receiver talent to throw to as well. New 
Orleans product Malachi Dupre was the No. 2 wide receiver in the country, and 
fellow in-state talent and Army All-American Trey Quinn is the national record 
holder for career receiving yards in high school. 

All of the above headlined a banner crop of in-state talent in the 2014 class, 
but the additions of Edward Paris and Jamal Adams, both big, athletic defensive 
backs from Texas, gave the Tigers one of the nation’s top defensive back groups. 

On the national front, five-star linebacker Clifton Garrett (Illinois) and four- 
star defensive tackle Travonte Valentine (Florida) helped the Tigers close strong 
in 2014. 


Head coach Urban Meyer inched the Buckeyes closer to the top of the 
national recruiting scene by beating some of the SEC powers on their home- 
grown talent. The best example of that was the signing of the nation’s top inside 
linebacker, five-star Raekwon McMillan out of Georgia. 

McMillan is joined by dual-threat quarterback Stephen Collier out of Georgia, 
four-star defensive end Jalyn Holmes out of Virginia and one of the best deep 
threats in the country in Johnnie Dixon out of south Florida. All spurned local 
favorites to head to the Big Ten. 

Ohio State did plenty of work in its backyard as well. Four-stars Marshon 
Lattimore and Erick Smith, teammates from Ohio State pipeline Cleveland 
Glenville, make up the defensive backfield of the future, along with Michigan 
native Damon Webb. Also from Ohio, Dante Booker is the nation’s No. 4 outside 
linebacker and has as much physical upside as any defender in the country. 

A teammate of Booker's to keep an eye on is Parris Campbell. He'll be 
barely 17-years-old when he dons the pads for Ohio State, but he still managed 
to separate himself as one of the best — and fastest — pure athletes in the 
country. 
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Florida State won the national championship in January because Jimbo 
Fisher has been consistently recruiting on a national championship level. With 
the class of 2014 in the books, that will continue to be the case. 

Two big areas where the Seminoles added immediate help are at running 
back and at wide receiver. Miami native Dalvin Cook spurned the other big 
in-state programs (he was committed to Florida for much of his recruitment) 
and enrolled early at Florida State as the nation’s No. 2 running back. He is a 
complete, every-down back that has elite ability. 

At wide receiver, Florida State soothes the departure of Kelvin Benjamin 
to the NFL by adding 6-3, 200-plus pound big-bodied target Ermon Lane out of 
Homestead, Fla. Lane is another former Gator commit that is already physically 
ready for the rigors of the ACC. He will team with Travis Rudolph out of West 
Palm Beach. Combined, Florida State brings in two of the top six wide receivers 
in the country. 

Both sides of the line of scrimmage will also be restocked nicely as offensive 
line coach Rick Trickett welcomes in seven more big bodies into his meeting 
room, led by Roderick Johnson out of Florissant, Mo. At 6-6, 315 pounds, John- 
son has one of the nation’s best offensive tackle frames. 


Al |5 | Texas A&M 


During his tenure in College Station, Kevin Sumlin has proven himself to be up 
to the task on the recruiting trail and has his program building the kind of talent that 
can compete for championships. The 2014 group continues that trend, led by one 
of the cycle’s biggest steals in New Orleans, La., receiver Speedy Noil. 

Noil was predicted by most national experts to stay in state and land at 
LSU, but the Aggies pulled the upset late in the process — and what a steal it 
was. In Noil, Texas A&M has the nation’s most electric playmaker and the No. 1 
wide receiver in the country, according to 247Sports and the industry consensus 
247Sports Composite rankings. 

Quarterback was a home run for the Aggies as well. Five-star Kyle Allen out 
of Scottsdale, Ariz. is the nation’s top quarterback and was considered as such 
by a fairly wide margin throughout the recruiting industry. He shunned more 
regional powers in the Pac-12 to commit to A&M and has already undergone 
spring practice with the program. 

The class is deep with talent on both sides of the ball, but the other monster 
pickup that could change games very early in his college career is Arlington, 
Texas defensive end Myles Garrett. Garrett finished ranked as the No. 1 defen- 
sive end in the country following a dominant senior season. He capped that with 
a eye-popping Under Armour All-American game effort. 


Gus Malzahn parlayed a story-book season in 2013 into a class that should 
be able to keep that momentum going. Wide receiver D’haquille Williams is the 
biggest get for the 2014 class. He was the No. 1 junior college prospect in the 
country and is a likely instantaneous gamebreaker at the wide receiver position. 

At running back, Auburn also got a versatile back in Roc Thomas out of 
Oxford, Ala. Thomas rushed for more than 5,500 yards during his high school 
career, but adds significant value as a receiver out of the backfield — and 
a space player in Malzahn’s spread offense. 

Up front, Braden Smith out of Olathe, Kan. is one of the nation’s top of- 
fensive linemen. He’s ranked by the 247Sports Composite as the No. 3 offensive 
guard in the country, but at 6-6, 290 pounds with a power lifters frame, Smith 
could easily project to offensive tackle as well. 

Defensively, two of the names to remember will be inside linebacker Tre 
Williams and defensive back Nick Ruffin. Williams is a thumper in the middle 
and finished his high school career at 6-3, 237 pounds. He'll be ready as a 
freshman to compete immediately as the No. 2 inside linebacker in the country. 
Ruffin was a big get late in the recruiting process. He's a big cornerback that 
can really hit. 
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Tennessee 


In the 2014 recruiting cycle there may not have been a bigger story than 
what Butch Jones accomplished at Tennessee. The Vols were coming off of a 
losing season and were unable to make a bowl in Jones’ first year at the helm. 
But that didn’t do anything to temper the recruiting momentum that the new staff 
created in Knoxville. 

Buoyed by a huge recruiting class from a number standpoint and a great 
in-state crop of Tennessee talent, the Vols were as high as No. 1 in the nation at 
one point and still managed to finish inside the top-10 on National Signing Day. 

The biggest drivers of that success were the commitments of players 
like running back Jalen Hurd and safety Todd Kelly Jr.. Hurd was five-star on 
247Sports and comes to Knoxville as a 6-3, 230-pound running back. Kelly is a 
Top 100 safety whose father is a legendary former player. Their early pledges 
helped build a groundswell of momentum for the program. 

That momentum set the table for the commitments from the likes of Josh 
Malone (the nation’s No. 5 WR), Von Pearson (the No. 2 JC WR) and Michael 
Sawyers (a late in-state steal from Vanderbilt). 

Fourteen of Tennessee's 33 signees enrolled early and went through spring 
practice. That should result in major freshman playing time, likely led by Malone, 
who had a breakout spring game performance. 


Georgia 


Just two years after Keith Marshall and Todd Gurley made a collective 
instant impact in the SEC, Georgia has another manly running back duo coming 
to Athens in Sony Michel out of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and Nick Chubb out of 
Cedartown, Ga. Michel is the more elusive and explosive, while Chubb is the 
physical specimen, but in both, Georgia has two of the top six running backs in 
the nation and a pair with a very similar skillset to that of Marshall and Gurley. 

The other offensive standouts include early enrollee Jacob Park (the No. 5 
quarterback in the nation out of Goose Creek, S.C.) and Isaiah Wynn (the No. 7 
offensive guard nationally out of Florida). 

Defensively, new coordinator Jeremy Pruitt will be thrilled to get his hands on 
defensive end/outside linebacker Lorenzo Carter. The Atlanta-area native is 6-5 
with a 40-plus inch vertical and may be the biggest freak athletically in the entire 
2014 class. 

As Carter is rushing the edge, big 310-pound nose guard Lamont Gaillard 
will be pushing the pocket, and four-star cornerback Malkom Parrish will be man- 
ning the secondary. Parrish — a high school quarterback — is slightly undersized 
but may be the sleeper of this class even as the No. 8 comer in the country. He 
was dominant at the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


The bad news for Florida is that it missed on a couple of huge offensive skill 
players who could have instantly helped solve some of its struggles on that side 
of the football. The good news is that with some of the defensive talent Will 
Muschamp was able to get committed, future Gator offenses won't need to do 
much. 

Five-star cornerback Jalen Tabor is a big-bodied college-ready prospect 
that enrolled early in Gainesville after publicly committing to Arizona just days 
earlier. He wasn't the only five-star surprise. Defensive lineman Gerald Willis 
chose Florida despite significant in-state pressure to go to LSU. Brooklyn, N.Y. 
five-star DT Thomas Holley decommitted from Penn State late to sign with the 
Gators. 

While the three defensive five-stars get most of the attention, help is arriving 
on offense too. Will Grier is one of the high school football's most prolific passers 
and was a mid-term enrollee at Florida. The Gators also landed quarterback/ath- 
lete Treon Harris out of Miami (Fla.) Booker T. Washington. Harris spearheaded 
the nation’s best high school football team in 2013 and adds an athletic element 
to new OC Kurt Roper’s playbook. 

On the offensive line, David Sharpe will be a name to watch. He's very raw, 
but he has the body and skill set of an NFL first rounder. It should be fun to see if 
he can put it all together. 
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The Notre Dame brand helped Brian Kelly reel in another national recruiting 
class. The class consists of 23 signees from 14 different states coast to coast. 

The highest rated commits this time around for Notre Dame feature Nyles 
Morgan, an inside linebacker out of Illinois, and New Jersey native Quenton 
Nelson, an offensive tackle. Both are Army All-Americans and both have the 
ability to compete immediately for playing time. 

Wide receiver was well-addressed by Notre Dame, led by Justin Brent, a big 
physical wide receiver out of Indianapolis who really splashed onto the national 
scene by dominating at Nike's The Opening, which is one of the most prestigious 
summer camps in the country. 

Another area of strength for Notre Dame should continue to be the tight end 
position where Nic Weishar out of Chicago and Tyler Luatua out of California 
bring complementary skill sets to the table and have the kind of talent that should 
allow the strong tight end tradition to continue in South Bend. 

DeShone Kizer is the quarterback who Kelly dubbed to distribute the football 
to his new weapons. Kizer showed in multiple settings that he is a prospect on 
the rise. 


Despite a coaching change late in the process and a small class to work 
with, USC still worked miracles to bring in an elite group. In fact, on National 
Signing Day, nobody in the country closed the way Steve Sarkisian’s staff did. 
The near perfect day featured commitments from five-star ATH Adoree’ Jackson, 
five-star safety John Smith, four-star offensive guard Damien Mama, and 
a cornerback from Florida named Lamont Simmons. 

Jackson is a transcendent type of talent who has Olympic level ability in the 
long jump — and you may see him at comerback or wide receiver for the Trojans, 
Smith is an impact player at the safety position and was a major target nationally 
while Mama — all 370 pounds of him — is a force on the offensive line. 

Along with those national targets, the light 19-man class features a lot of 
the same players that Sarkisian liked while at Washington. He took four former 
Washington commits with him following the coaching change, perhaps none 
bigger than cornerback Jonathan Lockett out of southern California power Mater 

ei. 

In general though, offensive line has to be considered the strength of this 
class. Along with Mama, USC scored big landing the No. 8 OG in the country 
Toa Lobendahn, the No. 3 offensive guard in the country in Viane Talamaivao and 
a pair of high upside tackles in Jordan Austin and Chris Brown, both from within 
the state. 


With a thriving local hotbed of talent to tap into, Al Golden was able to corral 
a few offensive difference makers, led by Joseph Yearby from the powerhouse 
of Miami (Fla.) Central. Yearby, similar to Duke Johnson, is a smaller back with 
big-time ability in space and is a home run threat on every touch. 

Yearby's teammate, the 6-4, 330-pound Trevor Darling, is part of a 
loaded offensive line class, particularly at the tackle position. Darling has 
a matching bookend in KC McDermott out of West Palm Beach. The 6-6, 

300 pound McDermott is a stud athletically and fit within the top-10 tackles 
nationally. 

Defensive end Chad Thomas was another local standout from Miami's 
Booker T. Washington. He was a steady climber throughout his recruitment, 
finishing as a 247Sports five-star by National Signing Day. 

One area where Golden wasn't content to stay local was the quarterback 
position. Miami was the first to offer southern California product Brad Kaaya at 
the QB position. That evaluation paid off. Kaaya committed to the Hurricanes and 
went on to have a monster senior season, finishing as the No. 7 quarterback in 
the nation. 

Also on offense, keep an eye on Braxton Berrios out of North Carolina. The 
5-8 speedster is an early enrollee and could impact in the return game or the slot 
instantly. 
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13 Stanford 


Stanford has a different recruiting approach and different recruiting obstacles 
than almost every other school in the country but quietly David Shaw keeps brin- 
ing in talent. In 2014, he hit with some big names to go with the standard strong 
evaluations. 

The next in line at QB for Shaw is Keller Chryst, the son of San Francisco 
49ers quarterback coach Geep Chryst and the nephew of Pitt head coach Paul 
Chryst. The big, physically-gifted quarterback has the kind of football |Q you 
would expect out of a coach's son, but he also has arguably the strongest arm 
we saw all year in 2014. He's ranked No. 3 in the nation among quarterbacks. 

Christian McCaffrey, son of former Denver Bronco WR Ed McCaffrey, is 
another youngster carving his own legacy. McCaffrey is a Top100 running back 
and was the star of practices during the Army All-American Bowl. He can do it all 
on offense. 

On defense, Solomon Thomas is the kind of physical bully that has been 
the foundation of the physical defenses on The Farm. He’s a five-star prospect 
according to 247Sports Composite and could have picked his school nationally. 

Another name to remember for the Cardinal is Bobby Okereke, a 6-3, 
muscled up linebacker that has track level speed and athleticism. 


(Qy Jx4 Oklahoma 


Oklahoma may be located in the midlands, but Bob Stoops has caught the 
eye of the west coast. The two biggest splash pickups of Oklahoma’s 28-man 
class both came from northern California. The first was Joe Mixon. The No. 4 
all-purpose back in the nation chose the Sooners over Cal, UCLA, USC and 
just about everyone else in the country. Then came Michiah Quick, who couldn't 
have a more fitting last name. The explosive slot receiver picked OU over the 
same kind of national offer list on National Signing Day. 

Even as the Sooners cast that national net, some of their top prospects still 
came from within their own state. Steven Parker is a big, talented safety from 
in-state power Jenks. He'll have some nice battles in practice trying to read 
a talented, big and athletic quarterback from Edmond, Okla., in Justice Hansen. 

OU also got big at the wide receiver position. Arizona native Mark Andrews 
is a 6-6, 230-pound target. Dallis Todd out of La Mirada, Calif., is 6-5 210 
pounds. Maybe the most intriguing of the bunch though is Jeffery Mead, a 6-5, 
170-pounder from Tulsa Union. 


OheAlas FY: 


Though it didn’t make the kinds of waves and headlines that the top 5 class 
of 2013 created in Oxford, the 2014 edition was a nice follow-up that maintained 
a steady influx of talent. 

After 2013 saw Ole Miss surprise with a lot of success outside of its region, 
2013 was characterized by a return to its roots. Hugh Freeze proved in 2013 that 
he can win the state by landing the top four prospects in Mississippi. 

Offensive guard Roderick Taylor is the crown jewel of the group and has the 
potential to become an all-everything type of player on the offensive interior. His 
teammate, Breeland Speaks, is going to be an impact guy on the other side of 
the line of scrimmage. On the backend of the defense, C.J. Hampton has all the 
ability to be a special defender in Oxford. 

Markell Pack is the other big name in Mississippi that Ole Miss kept at 
home. The 6-3 wide receiver was once committed to Florida State but will in- 
stead add a big-bodied complement on the other side of developing star Laquon 
Treadwell. 


N 


16 South Carolina 


Steve Spurrier has made a living at South Carolina drawing the top in-state 
players to Columbia. While he missed on the top ranked in-state player in 2014, 
he compensated nicely by hauling in some of the best the state of Georgia had 
to offer. 

Atlanta-area linebacker Bryson Allen-Williams is one of the nation’s most in- 
stinctive prospects, and he dominated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. He’s 
joined by four-star defensive end Dante Sawyer and Wesley Green, a cornerback 


56 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


ranked in the Top-15 nationally at his position. 

Spurrier didn’t exactly strike out in his home state either. The Gamecocks 
landed three of the top five in their backyard, including athletic defensive lineman 
Dexter Wideman, physical offensive guard Donell Stanley and a gamebreaking 
— type athlete in Shaq Davidson. 

South Carolina also dipped into south Florida for a couple of elite corner- 
backs in Chris Lammons and Al Harris, son of former Green Bay Packers corner 
of the same name. 


It wasn't easy going for Charlie Strong in his shortened recruiting cycle as 
the new head coach at Texas. The Longhorns lost a handful of commitments and 
the recent surge of Texas A&M didn’t make things any easier. By Signing Day, 
Texas landed at an uncharacteristic 17th nationally, but it still kept some of the 
state’s best at home. 

Quarterback Jerrod Heard is an athletic prospect that is still a passer first 
and finished ranked as the No. 2 dual-threat quarterback in the country. Defen- 
sive end Derick Roberson out of San Antonio was the only signee rated higher 
nationally. 

At wide receiver, Armanti Foreman is an explosive, quick-twitch option 
at wide receiver. He is dynamic with the ball in his hands. He is joined by his 
brother D’Onta Foreman, a bigger-bodied running back. 

While most of the Longhorn commits hail from the state of Texas, Strong 
did start to extend his recruiting footprint by dipping into places like Louisiana 
for small but instinctive cornerback Jermaine Roberts and Florida for defensive 
tackle Chris Nelson. 

The biggest Strong get though came from four-star defensive tackle Poona 
Ford out of South Carolina, a prospect that would've been Louisville bound if not 
for Strong's job change. 


The 2014 recruiting class for Clemson has to start at the quarterback posi- 
tion. That's where you'll find Deshaun Watson, the 247Sports Composite No. 1 
dual-threat quarterback in the nation. The record-breaking passer from Georgia 
is exactly the kind of talent that offensive coordinator Chad Morris can mold into 
a production machine. 

Fortunately, Watson is going to have plenty of weapons to distrubute the 
ball to in Clemson's spread offense. Artavis Scott may be the best of the bunch. 
Scott is a 5-10 wide receiver that is a game-breaker athletically but has a techni- 
cian’s mentality as a route-runner as well. 

Kyrin Preaster, Trevion Thompson and Demarre Kitt are all bigger bodied 
receivers (6-1 or over) all rated in the four-star range, which should give Watson 
a diverse array of future options. 

Another future weapon of note is tight end Milan Richard out of Georgia. The 
6-2, 232-pound specimen has the kind of bloodlines you love — he's the nephew 
of Herschel Walker. 

On defense, linebackers Korie Rogers and Richard Yeargin pace the group. 
Both are ranked within the Top-20 nationally among outside linebackers. Yeargin, 
a one-time Notre Dame commit, joins Scott as your annual big-name steals out 
of the state of Florida by Dabo Swinney. 


UCLA only signed 18 prospects, but a deep group of wide receivers, 
defensive backs and linebackers should make this relatively small class have 
plenty of impact. 

At wide receiver, Austin Roberts is the highest ranked of the group and he 
brings size (6-2, 211 pounds) and elite speed and athleticism. Jordan Lasley was 
a senior riser that became one of Los Angeles’ most explosive players. Alex Van 
Dyke is another big body at 6-4 with serious pedigree as the son of 1996 second 
round NFL draft pick of the same name. 

At linebacker, Texas native Zach Whitley was a late steal from Alabama's 
commitment list. Kenny Young was a big pickup from right out of LSU's back 
yard, Both are four-star linebackers. 
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Another big steal was defensive tackle Matt Dickerson, a one-time Notre 
Dame commit. Four-star defensive back Jaleel Wadood who was committed to 
Arizona State and Cal before the Bruins, was a nice pickup. 

The player with maybe the best upside of anyone on the UCLA signee list is 
6-8 offensive tackle Kolton Miller. The Roseville, Calif., native has NFL size and 
athleticism. 


Though Michigan finished barely inside the Top 20, the Wolverines still 
managed a No. 2 finish in the Big Ten — and that came with only 16 prospects 
coming aboard. 

You can't talk about Michigan without first mentioning Jabrill Peppers, the 
all-everything, do-everything athlete out of Paramus (N.J.) Catholic. Peppers was 
the jewel of Michigan's 2014 group. He's likely a defensive back for the Wolver- 
ines but was ranked as the No. 3 overall prospect in the country. 

At quarterback, the Wolverines look to be pointed in a decidedly pro-style 
direction with the addition of 6-6, 220-pound signal-caller Wilton Speight out of 
Richmond, Va. One of Speight’s top future targets is an athletic 6-4 ‘go get it’ kind 
of talent named Drake Harris. Tight end lan Bunting (6-6) will also be a big part 
of the offensive future in Ann Arbor as the No. 6-ranked tight end in the nation 
per 247Sports. 

Michigan may be getting its biggest boost in the trenches. Utah native Bryan 
Mone has a chance to be dominant at defensive tackle. He has all kinds of size 
and toughness that he brings to the table. On the other side of the ball, East 
Lake, Fla. native Mason Cole has the look of a three-year starter at either tackle 
or guard. 


O 


OREGON 


Whether it's under Chip Kelly or Mark Helfrich, Oregon has become as 
synonymous with elite skill players as it has with bright flashy uniforms. The 2014 
Class is no different and five-star running back Royce Freeman is the biggest 
impact player among them. Freeman is the nation’s most physically impres- 
sive body at running back. He has drawn comparison’s to Jonathan Stewart in 
Oregon circles. 

If the 5-11, 215-pound Freeman is the thunder in Oregon's future backfield, 
Tony James is the lightning. Oregon went all the way to Gainesville, Fla., to lure 
James to the Pacific Northwest and he brings all kinds of speed. James has 
been clocked at as fast as 10.5 in the 100 meters. 

At quarterback, Oregon offered and accepted a commitment from Morgan 
Mahalak prior to his senior season, which was prior to him ever starting a varsity 
football game. Mahalak backed up Cal freshman starter Jard Goff as a junior. 

As a senior though, Mahalak proved the Oregon coaches right, passing for 38 
touchdowns to only four interceptions and piling up almost 3,000 yards through 
the air. 

Two other names of note that were big gets for the Ducks were four-star 
wide receiver Jalen Brown and four-star cornerback Arrion Springs. Brown is as 
polished as any wide receiver in the nation, while Springs is an athletic, physical 
cornerback that continues Oregon's presence in Texas. 


t xK Kentucky 


Along with Tennessee, Kentucky is the only other program to land in the 
Top 25 of the 247Sports Composite team rankings without a winning record in 
2013. Head coach Mark Stoops has high schoolers believing in the future of the 
program, particularly as it relates to the in-state standouts. 

Kentucky landed four huge commitments from within its own state during the 
2014 cycle. 

Quarterback Drew Barker chose the Wildcats despite offers from many 
of the big name programs around the country. His commitment created major 
momentum in Lexington and helped pave the way for the late commtment of 
Matt Elam, a 6-5, 370-plus pound defensive tackle from Elizabethown, Ky. Elam 
chose the Wildcats over Alabama, Ohio State and Notre Dame. Finally, four-star 
defensive end Lloyd Tubman decommitted from Penn State late to add a big 
National Signing Day boost. 
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Along with those big in-state wins, Kentucky has become a major factor 
in the state of Ohio under Stoops. Eleven of the Wildcats’ 28 signees hail from 
Ohio. Highest ranked among them is safety Darius West, the No. 10 player in the 
state, according to 247Sports Composite. 


Since Todd Graham has taken over at Arizona State, the Sun Devils have 
become a fixture in Los Angeles on the recruiting scene. Even with that success, 
some of Arizona State's best signees in 2014 hail from the northern part of the 
State, notably linebacker Derik Calhoun. Calhoun is a four-star that is limited from 
a size standpoint, but is one of the nation’s biggest hitters. 

Calhoun brings a teammate with him to Tempe in Jalen Harvey. Harvey is 
an ultra-productive wide receiver who brings tremendous ball-skills and big play 
ability to Arizona State's spread offense. There are two other dangerous wide 
receivers of note coming on board. Tyler Whiley is smooth 6-1 target ranked 
among the Top 10 players from Arizona. Eric Lauderdale comes to Tempe as 
247Sports’ No. 3 wide receiver from the JC ranks. 

Novato, Calif., quarterback Manny Wilkins is one of two signal-callers to join 
the fold. The other is Coltin Gerhart, the younger brother of NFL running back 
Toby Gerhart. Both are athletic with lots of upside. 

Another intriguing prospect with athletic upside is Kalen Ballage. The 6-2, 
215-pound Ballage could project to a lot of positions due to his rare size and 
athleticism, but he hopes to play running back for the Sun Devils and is expected 
to be given that opportunity. 


Penn State 


Under James Franklin, get ready for Penn State to be near the top of the re- 
Cruiting rankings on a regular basis. Franklin worked furiously on the 2014 class, 
piecing together the No. 3 ranking in the Big Ten — and he had less than 
a month to accomplish that. 

Saeed Blacknall, Chris Godwin and De’Andre Thompkins are all four-star 
wide receivers that signed with the Nittany Lions, with Blacknall joining the fold 
after Franklin's arrival. Tight end Mike Gesicki is another key prospect that the 
new staff was able to keep committed. The 6-5, 236-pounder has an elite basket- 
ball background and the size and athleticism to be special. 

Included in the 25-man class for Penn State are five prospects that were 
previously committed to Franklin at Vanderbilt, led by dual-threat quarterback 
Trace McSorley. McSorley is one of two quarterbacks committed to the Nittany 
Lions. The other, Michael O'Connor, enrolled early and has already gotten 
valuable spring practice reps. 

Penn State also showed its national pull by landing Koa Farmer out of 
California. The four-star could project to safety or linebacker in the Big Ten 
and had one of the best senior seasons in southern California. 


It took until April before Michigan State's signing class was complete. Five-star 
defensive end Malik McDowell finally ended the drama and joined the fold after 
wavering between the Spartans, Michigan, Ohio State and Florida State. His 6-7, 
290-pound frame places him among the nation’s top defensive linemen. 

McDowell will have company heading to East Lansing with him. Craig 
Evans, a four-star defensive tackle out of Wisconsin, adds more strength 
to the defensive front. Meanwhile Montae Nicholson, a big-bodied four-star 
safety out of Pennsylvania, brings a national name to the back end of the 
defense. 

Offensively, Michigan State's blue collar persona will stay in tact. Head 
coach Mark Dantonio landed the nation’s No. 2 center in Brian Allen, and the top 
fullback in the country in four-star Gerald Owens. A pair of 6-1 running backs will 
keep things physical as well. Vayante Copeland is a Top-20 prospect in Ohio, and 
Madre London hails from the same high school that produced Wisconsin's James 
White and North Carolina’s Giovanni Bernard. 

Even the special teams got attention in this Michigan State group. The 
Spartans landed the No. 1 punter in the country in Jake Hartbarger from Ohio. 
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4 Rk. Name Pos Ht Wt. High School/Hometown School 
1 OO FO 3 2 O 4 . Roderick Taylor 0G 6-35 305 Callaway/Jackson, MS Ole Miss 
. Will Grier PRO 6-2 190 Davidson Day/Davidson, NC Florida 
. Davion Hall ATH 6-3 Liberty-Eylau/Texarkana, TX Baylor 
. Laurence Jones S 62 | Neville/Monroe, LA Alabama 
. Keller Chryst PRO 6-4 Palo Alto/Palo Alto, CA Stanford 
. Marshon Lattimore CB 6-0 Glenville/Cleveland, OH Ohio State 
TOP 100 PLA YERS . Nyles Morgan LB 6-1 Crete-Monee/Crete, IL Notre Dame 
Rk. Name Pos Ht. Wt. High School/Hometown School . Dante Booker OLB 6-3 St. Vincent-St. Mary/Akron, OH Ohio State 
1. Leonard Fournette RB 6-1 226 St. Augustine/New Orleans, LA LSU . Budda Baker ATH 5-9 Bellevue/Bellevue, WA Washington 
2. Myles Garrett WDE 6-4 240 James Martin/Arlington, TX Texas A&M . Michiah Quick ATH 6-0 Central East/Fresno, CA Oklahoma 
3. Jabrill Peppers ATH 6-1 205 Paramus Catholic/Paramus, NJ Michigan . Nick Harvey CB O59 Travis/Richmond, TX Texas A&M 
4, Cameron Robinson OT 6-7 335 WestMonroe/West Monroe, LA Alabama . Jamarco Jones OT 65 De La Salle Institute/Chicago, |L_ Ohio State 
5. Da'Shawn Hand = SDE _ 6-4 265  Woodbridge/Woodbridge, VA Alabama . Curtis Samuel ATH 6-0 Erasmus Hall/Brooklyn, NY Ohio State 
6, Quin Blanding S 6-2 200 _Bayside/Virginia Beach, VA Virginia . Jeff Jones RB 5-11 Washburn/Minneapolis, MN Minnesota 
7, Adoree' Jackson CB 5-9.5 182 Junipero Serra/Gardena, CA USC . Todd Kelly S  541.75188 Webb School of Knoxville/Knoxville, TN Tennessee 
8, Speedy Noil WR 5-105176 Edna Karr/New Orleans, LA Texas A&M . Quenton Nelson OT 6-5 295 Red Bank Catholic/Red Bank, NJ Notre Dame 
9. Tony Brown CB 6-0 188 —Ozen/Beaumont, TX Alabama . Braden Smith 0G 6-6 290 Olathe South/Olathe, KS Auburn 
0. Kyle Allen PRO 200 Desert Mountain/Scottsdale, AZ Texas A&M . Derick Roberson SDE 6-3.5 235 William J, Brennan/San Antonio, TX Texas 
1. Andrew Brown OT 282 Oscar Smith/Chesapeake, VA Virginia . Travonte Valentine DT 6-3 338  Champagnat Catholic - Hialeah/Hialeah, FL LSU 
2. Marlon Humphrey CB 175 Hoover/Birmingham, AL Alabama . Erick Smith S 6-1 185 Glenville/Cleveland, OH Ohio State 
3. Dalvin Cook RB 190 Miami Central/Miami, FL Florida State . Drake Harris WR 6-4 180 Grand Rapids Christian/Grand Rapids, Ml Michigan 
4, Jalen Tabor cB 182 Friendship Academy/Washington, DC Florida . Artavis Scott WR 5-10 175 East Lake/Tarpon Springs, FL Clemson 
5. Rashaan Evans OLB 6-3 220 Auburn/Auburn, AL Alabama . Malkom Parrish CB 5-9 186 Brooks County/Quitman, GA Georgia 
6. Bo Scarbrough ATH 6-2 225 IMG Academy/Bradenton, FL Alabama . Ronnie Clark OLB 6-2.5 215  Calera/Calera, AL Alabama 
7. Malachi Dupre WR 6-2.5 187 John Curtis/New Orleans, LA LSU . Jacob Pugh OLB 6-4 221 Amos P. Godby/Tallahassee, FL Florida State 
. Lorenzo Carter WDE 6-5 232  Norcross/Norcross, GA Georgia | Jerrod Heard DUAL 6-2.5 190 Guyer/Denton, TX Texas 
. Sony Michel RB 5-11 205 American Heritage/Fort Lauderdale, FL Georgia . Kain Daub ILB 6-3 234 Sandalwood/Jacksonville, FL Florida State 
20, John Smith ATH 6-1 200 Long Beach Poly/Long Beach, CA USC . Ross Pierschbacher OT 6-4 290 Cedar Falls/Cedar Falls, IA Alabama 
» Joe Mixon APB 6-2 195  Freedom/Oakley, CA Oklahoma . Brandon Harris DUAL 6-2.5 193 Parkway/Bossier City, LA LSU 
. Raekwon McMillan ILB 6-2 242 Liberty County/Hinesville, GA Ohio State . Johnnie Dixon WR 5-10 187 Diwyer/Palm Beach Gardens, FL Ohio State 
, Roc Thomas RB 5-11 196 Oxford/Oxford, AL Auburn . Thomas Holley DT 6-4 285 Abraham Lincoln/Brooklyn, NY Florida 
. Ermon Lane WR 6-3 193 Homestead/Homestead, FL Florida State . Trey Quinn WR 6-1 200  Barbe/Lake Charles, LA LSU 
. Solomon Thomas SDE 6-2.5 258 Coppell/Coppell, TX Stanford . David Cornwell PRO 6-5 241 Norman North/Norman, OK Alabama 
, Chad Thomas WDE 6-5 240 Booker. Washington/Miami, FL Miami , Jalyn Holmes WDE 6-5 225 Lake Taylor/Norfolk, VA Ohio State 
. Damian Prince 6-5 295 Bishop McNamara/District Heights, MD — Maryland . Bijhon Jackson DT 6-1.75334 El Dorado/El Dorado, AR Arkansas 
. Clifton Garrett 6-2 Plainfield South/Plainfield, 1L LSU . Casey Tucker OT 6-6 270 Hamilton/Chandler, AZ Stanford 
. Tre’ Williams 63 St. Paul's Episcopal/Mobile, AL Auburn . Allen Lazard WR 6-4.5 207 Urbandale/Urbandale, IA lowa State 
. KO Cannon 6-0 Mount Pleasan/Mount Pleasant, TX Baylor . Cameron Sims WR 6-4 199 Ouachita Parish/Monroe, LA Alabama 
. Jamal Adams 6-0 Hebron/Carroliton, TX LSU . Josh Frazier DT 6-3 325  Har-Ber/Springdale, AR Alabama 
. Malik McDowell 6-7 Southfield/Southtield, Ml Michigan State . Viane Talamaivao 0G 6-3 310 Centennial/Corona, CA USC 
. Nick Chubb 5-11 Cedartown/Cedartown, GA Georgia . Dylan Sumner-Gardner S 6-1 193 West Mesquite/Mesquite, TX Boise State 
. Gerald Willis 6-3 Edna Karr/New Orleans, LA Florida . Arrion Springs CB 5-11 192 Roosevelt/San Antonio, TX Oregon 
. Damon Webb 5-11 Cass Technical/Detroit, Ml Ohio State . Frank heanacho WR 6-6 220 Westside/Houston, TX Texas A&M 
. Josh Malone 6-2 Station Camp/Gallatin, TN Tennessee . Brian Wallace OT 6-6 305 Christian Brothers College/Saint Louis, MO Arkansas 
. Royce Freeman 511.5215 — Imperial/Imperial, CA Oregon . Christian McCaffrey APB 6-0 195 Valor Christian/Littleton, CO Stanford 
. Damien Mama 6-4 370 St. John Bosco/Bellflower, CA USC . Zach Whitley ILB 6-2 223 North Shore/Houston, TX UCLA 
. Christian Miller 6-4 222 Spring Valley/Columbia, SC Alabama . Trevor Darling OT 6-4.5 327 Miami Central/Miami, FL Miami 
. Jalen Hurd ATH 6-3 230  Beech/Hendersonville, TN Tennessee . Justin Brent WR 6-3 190  Speedway/Indianapolis, IN Notre Dame 
. Deshaun Watson DUAL 6-3 200 Gainesville/Gainesville, GA Clemson . Dillon Bates OLB 6-3 220 Ponte Vedra/Ponte Vedra Beach, FL Tennessee 
. Edward Paris $ 190 Mansfield Timberview/Arlington, TX LSU . C.J. Hampton S 6-41 195  Meridian/Meridian, MS Ole Miss 
. Travis Rudolph WR 185 — Cardinal Newman/West Palm Beach, FL Florida State . Demetrius Knox 0G 6-4 294 AllSaints Episcopal/Fort Worth, TX Ohio State 
. Joseph Yearby RB Miami Central/Miami, FL Miami . Garrett Brumfield 0G 6-3.5 272 University Lab/Baton Rouge, LA LSU 
._Ke McDermott oT Palm Beach CentralWest Palm Beach, FL Miami . Derrick Nnadi DT 6-1 305 Ocean Lakes/Virginia Beach, VA Florida State 
. Elijah Hood RB Charlotte Catholic/Charlotte, NC_ North Carolina 100. Dalton Schultz TE 6-5 215 Bingham/South Jordan, UT Stanford 
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100 FOR 2015 


TOP 100 PLAYERS 


Rk. Name 
. Trent Thompson 
. Kevin Toliver II 
. Martez Ivey 
. CeCe Jefferson 
. Mitch Hyatt 
. Josh Rosen 
. Iman Marshall 
. Kendall Sheffield 
|. Malik Jefferson 
. Daylon Mack 
- Torrance Gibson 
. Rasheem Green 
. Josh Sweat 
. Daron Payne 
. George Campbell 
. Byron Cowart 
. Derwin James 
. Shy Tuttle 
. Tim Settle 
. Ricky Town 
. Justin Hilliard 
. Damien Harris 
. Terry Godwin 

24. Terry Beckner Jr. 
. _Maea Teuhema 
. John Houston 
. Chuma Edoga 
. Kyler Murray 


Pos Ht Wt 
OT 6-4 292 
CB 6-2 185 
OT 66 270 
SDE 6-2 250 
OT 6-55 271 
PRO 6-4 205 
CB 6-1 «190 
CB 5-11 180 
OLB 6-2 225 
OT 6-2 310 
DUAL 6-4 200 
OT 65 

WDE 6-5 

OT 6-2 

WR 


6-4.5 346 
6-3 211 
6-4 276 
DUAL 5-11 170 


. Kelsean Lucier-South WDE 6-5 215 


. Minkah Fitzpatrick 
. Damarkus Lodge 


CB 6-0 185 
WR 6-2.5 190 


. Tarvarus McFadden S 6-3 


. Jalin Barnett 

. Kerryon Johnson 
. Christian Kirk 

. Jarrett Stidham 
. Jeffery Holland 

. Jashon Cornell 

. Jerome Baker 

. Canton Kaumatule 
. Calvin Ridley 

. Tyron Johnson 

. Mekhi Brown 

. Preston Williams. 
. Jamal Peters 

|. Jacques Patrick 


0G 6-4 

ATH 6-0 

WR 5-11 

DUAL 6-3.5 190 
OLB 6-2 230 
WDE 6-4 270 
ATH 6-1 205 
SDE 6-6.5 275 
WR 6-2 170 
WR 6-1 191 
WDE 6-6 230 
WR 6-4 190 
S 63 200 
RB 6-1.5 220 
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High School/Hometown 
Westover/Albany, GA 

Trinity Christian Academy/ Jacksonville, FL 
Apopka/Apopka, FL 

Baker County Senior/Glen Saint Mary, FL. 
North Gwinnett‘Suwanee, GA 

St. John Bosco/Bellflower, CA 

Long Beach Poly/Long Beach, CA 
Fort Bend Marshall/Missouri City, TX 
Poteet/Mesquite, TX 
Gladewater/Gladewater, TX 
American Heritage/Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Junipero Serra/Gardena, CA 

Oscar Smith/Chesapeake, VA 
Shades Valley Sch/Birmingham, AL 
East Lake/Tarpon Springs, FL 
Armwood/Seftner, FL 

Haines City Senior/Haines City, FL 
North Davidson/Lexington, NC 
Stonewall Jackson/Manassas, VA 

St. Bonaventure/Ventura, CA 

St. Xavier/Cincinnati, OH 

Madison Southern/Berea, KY 
Callaway/Hogansville, GA 

East St Louis/East Saint Louis, IL 
Keller/Keller, TX 

Junipero Serra/Gardena, CA 
McEachern/Powder Springs, GA 
Allen/Allen, TX 

Lutheran - Orange County/Orange, CA 
St. Peters Prep/Jersey City, NJ 
Cedar Hil/Cedar Hill, TX 

American Heritage/Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Lawton/Lawton, OK 

Madison Academy/Madison, AL 
Saguaro/Scottsdale, AZ 
Stephenville/Stephenville, TX 

Trinity Christian Academy/Jacksonville, FL 
Cretin Derham Hall/Saint Paul, MN 
Benedictine/Cleveland, OH 
Punahou/Honolulu, HI 
Monarch/Pompano Beach, FL 
Warren Easton/New Orleans, LA 
Carver/Columbus, GA 
Lovejoy/Hampton, GA 
Bassfield/Bassfield, MS 

Timber Creek/Orlando, FL 


School 


LSU 


Clemson 
UCLA 


Texas A&M 


Florida State 


USC 


Georgia 


LSU 


USC 


Alabama 


Auburn 


Texas Tech 


Alabama 


Alabama 
Tennessee 


Pos Ht. 
OT 6-4 
TE 6-4 
OT 68 


Rk. Name 
47. Kahlil McKenzie 
48. Alize Jones. 
49. Sterling Jenkins 
50. Taj Griffin: APB 5-10 
51. Javon Patterson 0G 6-4 
52. Shameik Blackshear WDE 6-5 
. Jacob Daniel OT 6-4 
. Soso Jamabo RB 6-3 
. Jalen Dalton WDE 6-5 
. Breiden Fehoko OT 6-3 
. Christian Wilkins OT 6-4 
. Albert Huggins DT 63 
. Tyrek Cole CB OS-1 
. Deionte Thompson S$ 6-2 
. Marvell Tell S 62 
. Brian Cole ATH 6-2 
. Rashad Roundtree S$ 6-1 
. Dexter Williams RB 6-0 
. Drew Richmond OT 65 
. Ricky DeBerry OLB 
. Jake Fruhmorgen OT 6-5 
. Leo Lewis ILB 6-3 
. Natrez Patrick WDE 6-3 
. Alex Ofodile WR 63 
. Roquan Smith OLB 6-2 
. Desherrius lowers RB 6-1 
0G 6-4 
oT 66 
ATH 6-0 
RB 6-0 
WR 6-1 
RB 6-0 


. Lester Cotton 
|. Matthew Burrell 
. Stanley Norman 
. Ronald Jones II 
- Deon Cain 
. Nick Brossette 
. Blake Barnett 
. Osa Masina 
. Jordan Scarlett 
Da'Vante Phillips 
. Eric Glover-Williams CB 5-11 
. Larry Scott RB 6-0 
. Jonathan Ledbetter SDE 6-4 
. Clelin Ferrell WDE 6-5 
. Tristen Hoge oc 65 
. Shawn Burgess-Becker ATH 6-1 
. Derrius Guice RB 5-10 
. Hijalte Froholdt OT 6-4 
. Richie Petitbon 0G 6-4 
Brady White ‘PRO 6-2 
. DeChaun Holiday S$ 6-2 
|. Equanimeous St. Brown WR 6-4 
. Michael Weber 5-10 
. Keenan Walker 6-6 
. Eric Swinney 5-10 
. Hale Hentges 6-6 
. Garrett Taylor 6-1 
). Shaun Crawford 


OLB 6-4 
RB 5-10 


Wt. 

316 
222 
305 
175 
290 
240 
310 
210 


6-2.5 245 


280 
225 
220 
185 
205 
212 


PRO 6-3.5 195 


218 
197 


WR 6-1.5 197 


165 
205 
265 
225 
287 
185 
195 
282 
301 
190 
195 
190 
205 
280 
188 
230 
188 


5-9.5 170 


High School/Hometown 

De La Salle/Concord, CA 
Bishop Gorman/Las Vegas, NV 
Baldwin/Pittsburgh, PA 
McEachern/Powder Springs, GA 
Petal/Petal, MS 
Bluffton/Bluffton, SC 

Clovis North/Clovis, CA 

Plano WesPlano, TX 

West Forsyth/Clemmons, NC 
Farrington/Honolulu, Hl 

Suffield Academy/Sutfield, CT 
Orangeburg-Wilkinson/Orangeburg, SC 
Miramar/Hollywood, FL 

West Orange-Stark/Orange, TX 
Crespi/Encino, CA 
Heritage/Saginaw, MI 
Lakeside/Evans, GA 

West Orange/Winter Garden, FL 


Memphis University School/Memphis, TN 
St. Christopher's SchooV/Richmond, VA 


Plant/Tampa, FL 
Brookhaven/Brookhaven, MS 
Mays/Atlanta, GA 

Rock Bridge/Columbia, MO 
Macon County/Montezuma, GA 
Vigor/Mobile, AL 

Central Sch/Tuscaloosa, AL 

C. D. Hylton Woodbridge, VA 
Junipero Serra/Gardena, CA 
McKinney North/Mckinney, TX 
Tampa Bay Tech/Tampa, FL 
University Lab/Baton Rouge, LA 
Santiago/Corona, CA 
Brighton/Salt Lake City, UT 

St. Thomas Aquinas/Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Miami Central/Miami, FL 
MckKinley/Canton, OH 
Hubbard/Hubbard, OH 
Tucker/Tucker, GA 
Benedictine/Richmond, VA 
Highland/Pocatello, ID 
Monarch/Pompano Beach, FL 
Catholic/Baton Rouge, LA 
Warren G Harding/Warren, OH 
Gonzaga/Washington, DC 
Hart/Newhall, CA 

Mission Hills/San Marcos, CA 
Servite/Anaheim, CA 

Cass Technical/Detroit, Ml 
Chaparral/Scottsdale, AZ 
Sandy Creek/Tyrone, GA 
Helias/Jefferson City, MO 

St. Christopher's School/Richmond, VA 
St. Edward/Lakewood, OH 
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School 


UCLA 


South Carolina 


Texas Tech 


Florida State 
Alabama 


Miami 


Clemson 
Alabama 


Alabama 


Alabama 


Oklahoma State 


LSU 
Notre Dame 


Florida Atlantic 


Ohio State 


Alabama 


Notre Dame 
Alabama 


Arkansas 
Alabama 


Michigan 
Michigan 


TOP 5 PLAYERS 
BY POSITION 


Quarterback Defensive Tackle 


Kyle Allen Texas A&M 
Deshaun Watson Clemson 
Will Grier Florida 
Keller Chryst Stanford 
Jerrod Heard Texas 


Andrew Brown Virginia 
Gerald Willis Florida 
Travonte Valentine LSU 
Thomas Holley Florida 
Bijhon Jackson Arkansas 


Running Back Defensive End 


Leonard Fournette LSU 
Dalvin Cook Florida 
Sony Michel Georgia 
Joe Mixon Oklahoma 
Roc Thomas Auburn 


Myles Garrett Texas A&M 
Da’Shawn Hand Alabama 
Lorenzo Carter Georgia 
Solomon Thomas Stanford 
Chad Thomas Miami 


Wide Receiver Linebacker 


Speedy Noil Texas A&M 
Malachi Dupree LSU 
Ermon Lane Florida State 
KD Cannon Baylor 
Josh Malone Tennessee 


Rashaan Evans Alabama 
Raekwon McMillan Ohio State 
Clifton Garrett LSU 
Tre’ Williams Auburn 
Christian Miller Alabama 


Tight End Defensive Back 


Dalton Schultz Stanford 
Bryce Dixon USC 
Jeb Blazevich Georgia 
Jacory Washington LSU 
Daniel Helm Tennessee 


Quin Blanding Virginia 
Adoree’ Jackson Virginia 
Tony Brown Alabama 
Marlon Humphrey Alabama 
Jalen Tabor Florida 


Offensive Line Athlete 


Cameron Robinson Alabama 
Damian Prince Maryland 
Damien Mama USC 
Ke McDermott Miami 
Roderick Taylor Ole Miss 


Jabrill Peppers Michigan 
Bo Scarbrough Alabama 
John Smith USC 
Jalen Hurd Tennessee 
Davion Hall Baylor 
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TOP 5 SCHOOLS 
BY POSITION 


Quarterback "3. Ohio State 


m1. Texas A&M man (Mian 

®2. Virginia Tech Bo. Notre: Dame 
@3. Miami Defensive Line 
™4. Arizona State 

=5. Stanford 


© 1. Florida 

© 2. Florida State 
"1. Georgia m4. Texas A&M 
"2. Oklahoma 5. Tennessee 


@3. LSU Linebacker 
"4. Virginia Tech 


"1. #Alabama 
"5. Oklahoma State 


™2. Ohio State 
Wide Receiver 3. Florida State 
®™1. Baylor m4. Tennessee 
m2. Texas A&M m5. Stanford 
™3. Ohio State 
m4. LSU 
= 5. Clemson 


Defensive backs 


®1. Ohio State 

"2. Alabama 
®1. Notre Dame m4. Auburn 
™2. Tennessee m5. Tennessee 
© 3. Florida Sate 
© 4. Clemson 


=5. Boise State ®1. Ohio State 
™2. Tennessee 


™3. Baylor 
©1. Alabama ™4. Alabama 
a2. USC ®™5. UCLA 


Athlete 


Offensive Line 
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Sept.6 OLD DOMINION Nov.22 at Ohio State Nov. 15 at Minnesota 


Sept. 13 at South Florida Nov.29 PURDUE Nov, 22. INDIANA 
Sept.20 PRESBYTERIAN IOWA Nov.29 MICHIGAN 
02) AE fug.90 NORTHERN IOWA PENN STATE 
Oct! BOSTON COLLEGE Sept.6 BALL STATE Aug.90 vs. UCF (Dublin, Irland) 
Odits" al Lalsie Sept. 19 IOWASTATE Sept. AKRON 
Revo cal Sept. 20. at Pittsburgh Sept. 13. at Ruigers 
; ; Nov.8. GEORGIA TECH Sept. 27 at Purdue Sept.20 MASSACHUSETTS 
Nov 1§ WAKE FOREST Oct. 11 INDIANA Sept. 27 NORTHWESTERN 
Nov25° alNonh Garcina Oct. 18 at Maryland Oct 11 at 
awe Nov. NORTHWESTERN Oct 25 OHIO STATE 
Nov.8 at Minnesota Nov MARYLAND 
Aug.90 DELAWARE Nov. 15. at llinois Nov.8 af indiana 
Sept.5 at Boston Collage Nov.22 WISCONSIN Nov.15 TEMPLE 
Sept. 13. al FIU Nov.28 NEBRASKA Nov.22  atllinois 
Sept.20  1OWA MARYLAND Nov.29 MICHIGAN STATE 
a ave Aug30. JAMES MADISON — 
Oc, 16 VIRGINIA TECH Sept.6 at South Florida Aug.90 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
. Oct.25 SYRACUSE Oc25 GEORGIA TECH Sept. 13 WEST VIRGINIA Sepl.6 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
AAC Oct4 al East Carina Nov.6 at Wake Fores No.1. DUKE Sept. 20 at Syracuse Sept. 13 vs. Notre Dame (Indlanapos) 
Oct 18 CINCINNATI Nov, 15 at Georgia Tech Nov. 15 at North Carolina Sept.27 at indiana Sept. 20 SOUTHERNILLINOIS 
EAST CAROLINA Oct. 25. MEMPHIS Nov.22 GEORGIA STATE Nov. 22 SYRACUSE Oct.4 OHIO STATE Sept.27 IOWA 
Nov.8 — atTulsa Nov,29 SOUTH CAROLINA Nev. at Man Oct 18 OWA Oc.4 —atllinois 
Aug 30 NORTHCAROLINACENTRAL — Noy, 15 SQUTH FLORIDA DUKE WRACUSE Oct. 25 at Wisconsin Oct.11) MICHIGAN STATE 
Sept.6 at South Carcina Now.22 at UF s Nov.1  atPenn State Od. 18 at Minnesota 
Sept 13 at Virginia Tech Nov.28 HOUSTON Aug.30 ELON ‘Aug.30. VILLANOVA Nov.15 MICHIGAN STATE Nov. atNebraska 
Sept.20 NORTH CAROLINA Dec.6 at Connecticut Sept.6 at Troy Sept.13 at Central Michigan Nov. 22 atMichigan Nov.8 WISCONSIN 
Odd sw SOUTH FLORIDA Sept. 13 KANSAS Sept.20 MARYLAND Nov.29 RUTGERS Nov.22 NORTHWESTERN 
Oct if) “et Sou oda Sept. 20 TULANE Sep. 27 vs, Notre Dame MICHIGAN Nov. 29 at Indiana 
Oct. 23 © CONNECTICUT Aug.30 WESTERN CAROLINA Sept. 27 at Miami Ocl3 LOUISVILLE SO SWE PS See? os: 
Nov.1 at Temple Sept.6 MARYLAND Oct. 11 at Georgia Tech Oct 11. FLORIDA STATE Aug.30 APPALACHIAN STATE 
Nov.15 at Cincinnati Sepl. 13. NCSTATE Oct. 18 VIRGINIA OcL18 at Wake Forest Sepl.6 _atNotre Dame Aug. 28 vs, Washington State (Seattle) 
Nov.22. TULANE Sept. 19 CONNECTICUT Nov.1 at Pittsburgh Oct 25 at Clemson Sept. 13. MIAMI (OH) Sept.6 HOWARD 
Nov.28 al Tusa Sept. 27, at Wisconsin Nov.8 at Syracuse Nov.t. NCSTATE Sep. 20. UTAH Sepl. 13 PENN STATE 
Dec.4 —UCF Oc. 11. EAST CAROLINA Nov.15 VIRGINIA TECH Nov.8 DUKE Sept. 27, MINNESOTA Sept. 20 at Navy 
CENTRAL FLORIDA (UCF)__ Oct 18 alTusa Nov,20 NORTH CAROLINA Nov,22 af Pittsburgh Oct 4 at Rutgers Sept.27 TULANE 
Oct. 24 at Cincinnati Nov.29 WAKE FOREST Nov.29 at Boston Colege Oci. 11 PENN STATE Oct4 MICHIGAN 
Aup. 30, vs. Penn State (Dublin, Ireland) Noy. HOUSTON FLORIDA STATE Z Ook. 25 at Michigan State Oct. 18 at Ohio State 
Sept. 13 at Missouri Nov.15 at SMU —o) MIRGINIA ive INDIANA Oct.25 at Nebraska 
Sepl.20 BETHUNE-COOKMAN Nov.22 at Memphis Avg. 30 vs. Oklahoma State ‘Aug.d0 UCLA Nov.8 atNorthwestem Nov.1 WISCONSIN 
Oct.2 at Houston Nov.28  UCF Sept.6 THE CITADEL Sept.6 RICHMOND Nov.22 MARYLAND Nov. 15 INDIANA 
Oc.9 © BYU TEMPLE Sepl.20 CLEMSON Sept. 13 LOUISVILLE Nov. 29 at Ohio State Nov.22  atMichigan State 
Oct. 18 = TULANE Sept 27 at NC State Sept.20 at BYU MICHIGAN STATE Nov.29atMaryland 
Oct. 25 TEMPLE Aug. 28 al Vanderbilt Oct4 WAKE FOREST Sept.27. KENT STATE lo WISCONSIN 
Now. 1 at Connecticut Sept.6 NAVY Oct.11 at Syracuse Och 4 PITTSBURGH Aug. 30 JACKSONVILLE STATE 
Nov.14 TULSA Sepl.20 DELAWARE STATE Oct.18 NOTRE DAME Oct 18 at Duko Sepl.6 at Oregon ‘Aug.40. vs, LSU (Houston) 
Nov.22 SMU Sepl.27 at Connecticut Oct.30 at Louisville 0e25. NORTH CAROUNA Sepl.20 EASTERN MICHIGAN Sepl.6 WESTERN ILLINOIS 
Now:28 at South Florida Oct. 11! TULSA Nov.9 VIRGINIA Non. at Georgia Tech Segt 27 WYOMING Sept. 20 BOWLING GREEN 
Dec,4 al East Carolina Oct. 18 atHouston Nov.15. at Miami Nov.9 al Forda State Oct.4 NEBRASKA Sepl.27 SOUTH FLORIDA 
CINCINNATI Oct.25 at UCF Nov.22 BOSTON COLLEGE Noi 22 MIAMI Oct 11 at Purdue Oct.4 at Northwestem 
— ow. EASTCAROUNA Nov.29 FLORIDA Now.28 at Virginia Tech Oct.18 at Indiana Oct. 11 ILLINOIS 
Sept. 12 TOLEDO Nov.7 MEMPHIS. ‘ Oct. 25 MICHIGAN Oct.25 MARYLAND 
20 MIAMI (OH) GEORGIA TECH VIRGINIA TECH 
Sept N (OH) Nov. 15 at Penn State OSI, NB = OIOSTATE Nov. at Rutgers 
Sepl.27 at Ohio Stale Nov,29. CINCINNATI Aug. 30 WOFFORD Aug.30 WILLIAM & MARY Nov. 15. at Maryland Nov.8  alPurdue 
Ocl.4 MEMPHIS Dec.6 at Tulane Sept6 at Tulane Sept.6 at Ohio State Nov.22 RUTGERS Nov. 15 NEBRASKA 
Odi 11) al Mand TULANE Sept.13 GEORGIA SOUTHERN Sepl.13 EAST CAROLINA Nov.29 at Penn State Nov.22 atlona 
Oct. 18 a SMU ——————————_ S07h.20. at Virginia Tech Sept.20 GEORGIA TECH MINNESOTA Nov.29 MINNESOTA 
Oct.24 SOUTH FLORIDA Aug. 28 at Tulsa Od. 4 MIAMI Sept. 27 WESTERN MICHIGAN we 
Oct.31 at Tulane Sept.6 GEORGIA TECH Oc. 11 DUKE Odd al Noth Carofna Au.28 EASTERN ILUNOIS 
Nov. 15 EAST CAROLINA Sepl.13. SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA Oct. 18 at North Carolina Od. 16 at Pitsburoh Sept.6 MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
Nov, 22 at Connecticut Sept. 20 at Dure Oe.25 at Pittsburgh 0cL23 MIAMI Sept. 13. at TCU 
Nov.29 at Temple Sept. 27 at Rutgers Nov.1 VIRGINIA Nov.1. BOSTON COLLEGE Sept 20 SANJOSE STATE BAYLOR 
Dec.6 HOUSTON ot iegeee Nov.8 — atNC State Nov.16 at Duke Sept 27 at Michigan Aug.3i SMU 
Nov.15 CLEMSON Oct 11 NORTHWESTERN 
a 2.31, GORMAN Nov.29 at Georgia pap rly Oct 18 PURDUE ane PORTEMETOMETITS 
ob alla Nov.15 MEMPHIS aan WAKE FOREST wae on and awe 
Nov.22 at East Carolina j 
Sept. 19 at South Florida Dec'6 TEMPLE Sept.6 MURRAY STATE pd Ee aah Heed Odi TOU 
Sopl 27) TEMPLE TULSA Sopl18 at Vigila Sopl, 13 at Utah Slate Nov.29at\Wisconsin De 18 S rat Hest Sioa 
Ook 11 at Tulane Sept 20. at FIU Sept 20 ARMY WEARER Nov. KANSAS 
Ocl.23 at East Carolina Aug.28 TULANE Sepl.27 WAKE FOREST Sept 27 allouisvle Nov.8 al Oklahoma 
Nov. UCF Sept.6 OKLAHOMA Oci3 at Syracuse Oc.4 at Florida State Aug.30 FAU Nov. 22 OKLAHOMA STATE 
Nov.8 ARMY Sept13 at FAU Od.11 at Clemson Oc. 18 SYRACUSE Sept.6  MeNEESE STATE Nov.29 vs. Texas Tech (Arington, TX) 
Nov.22 CINCINNATI Sept 27 TEXAS STATE Od.18 NCSTATE 0.25 BOSTON COLLEGE Sept. 13. at Fresno State Dec.6 KANSAS STATE 
Nov.29° at Memphis Oct4 at Colorado State Oct.30 FLORIDA STATE Nov.6 CLEMSON Sept.20. MIAMI IOWA STATE 
Dec,6 SMU Oct 11 at Temple Nov.9 a Boston College Nov.15 atNC Stale Sept. 27 ILLINOIS A 
HOUSTON Oct. 18 SOUTH FLORIDA Nov.22atNotre Dame Nov. 2 VIRGINA TECH Ock.4 at Michigan State Hug.90, > NORTH DAKOTA STATE 
————————————— OS a Nov.29 KENTUCKY Nova Die Oct. 18 at Northwestern Sep.8 (KANSAS STATE 
Aug. 29. UTSA No.8 SMU MIAMI ? Oct 25 RUTGERS Sept: 18 atlowa 
Sep.6 GRAMBLING STATE Nov.14. atUGF Nov. PURDUE Sept.27 BAYLOR 
Sept. 11 at BYU Nov.22_ atHouston Sept.1 at Louisvile BIG EN Nov.15._ at Wisconsin Oct.4 at OKahoma State 
Sept. 27 TENNESSEE TECH Nov.28 EAST CAROLINA Sepl.6 FLORIDA A&M Nov.22 MINNESOTA Oct. 11 TOLEDO 
Oc2 UGE Sept. 13 ARKANSAS STATE iatiols Nov. 28)atlowea OL. 18 at Texas 
Oct. 11 at Memphis Sept.20 at Nebraska —__SS-O Nov.1 OKLAHOMA 
Oct.18 TEMPLE Sept. 27 DUKE Aug.90 YOUNGSTOWN STATE NORTHWESTERN Nov.8 at Kansas 
Nov.1 at South Florida Ocl.4 at Georgia Tech Sopt.6 WESTERN KENTUCKY Aug.30 CALIFORNIA Nov.22 TEXAS TECH 
Nov.8 TULANE BOSTON COLLEGE Od.11 CINCINNATI Sepl.13. at Washington Sepl.6 NORTHERN ILLINOIS Nov.29. WEST VIRGINIA 
Nov.22 TULSA hig. dD al Mastacheota Ocl.23 at Virginia Tech Sept 20 TEXAS STATE Sept.20. WESTERN ILLINOIS Dec.6 at TOU 
Nov.28 at SMU sexs PITTSBURGH Nov.1. NORTH CAROLINA Sept 27 atNebraska Sept. 27 at Penn State KANSAS 
Dec.6 at Cincinnati Sept t8 USC Nov.15 FLORIDA STATE Oc4 PURDUE Oc.4 WISCONSIN 
MEMPHIS Seta MANE Nov, 22 at Virginia Oct. 11 at Wisoonsin Od 11 at Minnesota Sep'6 SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE 
a’ Nov.23. PITTSBURGH Oct.25 MINNESOTA Oct. 18 NEBRASKA Sept. 13 al Duke 
‘Aug.30 AUSTIN PEAY Sept. 27 COLORADO STATE Nov.1 at Ohio Stata Nov! atlowa Sept. 20 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Sept 6 at UCLA Oct. 11 aN Stata ROTH OAR Ee Nov.8 MICHIGAN Sept. 27 TEXAS 
Sept 20. MIDDLE TENNESSEE Oct. 18 CLEMSON Aug.30. UBERTY Nov.22PENNSTATE Nov. 15 atNotre Dame On.) at Meet Vigila 
Sept. 27 at Ole Miss Oct. 25 at Wake Forest Sepl.6 SANDIEGO STATE Nov, 29. at Northwestem Nov.22  atPurdue Oct.11 OKLAHOMA STATE 
Oct.4 at Cincinnati Nov.) at Virginia Tech Sept. 20 at East Carolina INDIANA Nov.29 ILLINOIS Oct 18 al Texas Tech 
Oct. 11 HOUSTON Nov.9 LOUISVILLE Sept. 27 at Clemson ‘ Nov! at 
0ct25 at SMU Nov.22 at Florida State Oc.4 VIRGINIA TECH Auy.30. INDIANA STATE QHIO STATE Nov.8  \OWASTATE 
Oct.31 TULSA Nov.29 SYRACUSE Oct. 11 at Notre Dame Sepl.13 at Bowling Green ‘Aug. 30 vs. Navy (Baltimore, MD) Nov. 15 = TCU 
Nov.7. at Temple CLEMSON Oci.18 GEORGIA TECH Sept. 20. al Missouri Sept.6 VIRGINIA TECH Nov. 22 at Okdahoena 
to. 5 aa Nig.90 eGo Oct. 25 at Virginia Sot MARYLAND Sept. 19 KENT STATE Nov.29 al Kangas State 
, cone Nov.t atMiami NORTH TEXAS Sept. 27 CINCINNATI 
Nov.29 CONNECTICUT an SOE CAROUNASTATE Nou. 18. PITTSBURGH Oct 11 atlowa Oct.4 at Manyand KANSAS STATE 
SMU Se.27 NORTH CAROUNA Nov.20 atDuke Ocl18 —MICHIGANSTATE Od..18 RUTGERS ug. 30) STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 
Un HCSTATE Nov.29  NCSTATE Nov.1 at Michigan Oct.25 at Penn State Sepl.6 at lowa State 
Aug.31 at Baylor NC STATE Nov.8 — PENNSTATE Nov. ILLINOIS Sept 18. AUBURN 
Sept. —_atNorth Texas Oct11 LOUISVILLE evs atutgers Nov.8 al Michigan Stale Sept. 27, UTEP 
Sept. 20 TEXAS A&M Oct. 18 at Boston College Aug. 30 GEORGIA SOUTHERN ; 
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Dec. 6 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


TEXAS TECH 

at Oklahoma 
TEXAS 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
at TCU 

at West Virginia 
KANSAS 

at Baylor 


OKLAHOMA 


Dec. 6 


Nov. 29 


LOUISIANA TECH 
at Tulsa 
TENNESSEE 

at West Virginia 

at TCU 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


vs. Florida State 
MISSOURI STATE 
UTSA 

TEXAS TECH 
IOWA STATE 

at Kansas 

atTOu 

WEST VIRGINIA 
at Kansas State 
TEXAS 

at Baylor 

at Oklahoma 


SAMFORD 
MINNESOTA 

at SMU 
OKLAHOMA 

at Baylor 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
TEXAS TECH 

at West Virginia 
KANSAS STATE 
al Kansas 

at Texas 

JOWA STATE 


NORTH TEXAS 

BYU 

vs. UCLA (Arlington, TX) 
at Kansas 

BAYLOR 

vs, Oklahoma (Dallas) 
IOWA STATE 

at Kansas State 

at Texas Tech 

WEST VIRGINIA 

at Oklahoma State 


(Arington, TX) 


bet WESTERN KENTUCKY 
Oct.25 at Marshall 

Nov,1 UAB 

Nov.8 at North Texas 
Nov. 22 at Middle Tennessee 
Nov.23 OLD DOMINION 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL (FIU) 


‘Aug.30 BETHUNE-COOKMAN 
Sept.6 WAGNER 

Sept. 13 PITTSBURGH 

Sept. 20. LOUISVILLE 

Sept.27 al UAB 


at North Texas 


Sepl20 NORTHWESTERN STATE 


Sepl.27 at Aubum 

Oct4 UTEP 

Oct 18 UTSA 

Oct. 25 at Southem Miss 
Nov.1 WESTERN KENTUCKY 
Nov,6 at UAB 

Nov.22 at Old Dominion 
Nov.29. RICE 


Nov.28 WESTERN KENTUCKY 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


‘Aug. 30 SAVANNAH STATE 


LOUISIANA TECH 


Nov.29 al UTSA 
OLD DOMINION 


Aug.90 HAMPTON 
Sept at NC State 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Sept 20 at Rice 

Sept. 26 MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
Oct.4 © MARSHALL 
Oct.11 at UTEP 

Oct. 25. at Western Kentucky 
Nov.1 at Vander 
Nov.8 FIU 

Nov.22 LOUISIANA TECH 
Nov.29 a FAU 


Nov. 15 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 29 


at Marshall 
UTEP 
at Louisiana Tech 


SOUTHERN MISS 


Nov. 8 


FTFTRRLLLS LSE 
BRaeRSt "Naas 


SESEERRRREEE 


88a” 


at Mississippi State 
ALCORN STATE 

at Alabama 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
RICE 

at Middle Tennessee 
at North Texas 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at UTEP 
MARSHALL 
atUTSA 

UAB. 


TROY 

at Mississippi State 
ALABAMA A&M 

FIU 

at Western Kentucky 
NORTH TEXAS 

at Middle Tennessee 
at Arkansas 

at FAU 

LOUISIANA TECH 
MARSHALL 

at Southem Miss 


at New Mexico 
TEXAS TECH 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
al Kansas State 

at Louisiana Tech 
OLD DOMINION 

al UTSA 

SOUTHEAN MISS 

at Western Kentucky 
NORTH TEXAS 

at Rice 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


“A INDEPENDENT 


al 


BUFFALO 

at Stanford 

at Wake Forest 
at Yale 

BALL STATE 
RICE 

at Kent State 
AIR FORCE 
CONNECTICUT 
at Wester Kentucky 
FORDHAM 
NAVY 


at Connecticut 

at Texas 

HOUSTON 
VIRGINIA 

UTAH STATE 

at UCF 

NEVADA 

at Boise State 

al Middle Tennessee 
UNLV 


Nov,22 SAVANNAH STATE 
Nov.28 at California 


NAVY 


Sepl.6 atlowa 
Sepl.20 at Toledo 


Nov,28 at Bowing Green 


Oct.11atOhio 


Oct.11 at Eastem Michigan 
Oct. 25 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Nov.5 at Ohio 

Nov.11 AKRON 

Nov.19 KENT STATE 
Nov.28 at Massachusetts 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


Aug.28 CHATTANOOGA 


Nov. 22 WESTERN MICHIGAN (Batimore, MD) 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 


Aug.30 MORGAN STATE 
Sept.6 at Florida 

Sept. 13 at Old Dominion 

Sept. 20 at Michigan State 
Qct.4 = at Akron 

Oc. 11 BUFFALO 

Oct.18 at Massachusetls 
Oct. 25 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Nov.1 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Nov. 15 at Western Michigan 
Nov.22  atBall State 

Nov.28 TOLEDO 


KENT STATE 


Aug.30 OHIO 

Sepl.6 SOUTH ALABAMA 

Sept. 13. at Ohio State 

Sept 27 at Virginia 

Oct.4 at Northem Illinois 

Oct 11 MASSACHUSETTS 

Oct.18 © ARMY 

Oct. 25 at Miami (OH) 

Nov.4 TOLEDO 

Nov. 12 at Bowing Green 
at Butfalo 


Nov.25 AKRON 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Aug.90 BOSTON COLLEGE 
Sepl.6 COLORADO 
Sept. 13 at Vanderbit 


Oct. 18 at Northern Ifinois 
Ock.25 KENT STATE 

Nov.1 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Nov. 15 at Central Michigan 
Nov.25 OHIO 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


Aug. 28 PRESBYTERIAN 
Sept.6 at Northwestern 
Sept. 13. at UNLV 

Sept. 20 at Arkansas 

Oct. KENT STATE 

Oct. 11 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Oct 18 MIAMI (OH) 

Oct. 25 all Eastern Michigan 
Nov.5 at Ball State 
Nov.i1 TOLEDO 

Nov. 18 atOhlo 

Nov, 28 at Westen Michigan 


Aug.30 at Keni Stale 
Sepl.6 atKentucky 

Sept. 13 at Marshall 

Sept.20 IDAHO 

Sept.27 EASTERN ILLINOIS 
Oct,4 at Central Michigan 
Oct.11 BOWLING GREEN 
Oct. 18 AKRON 

ck 25 at Westem Michigan 
Nov.5 BUFFALO 
Nov.18 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Nov.25 at Miami (OH) 
TOLEDO 


‘Aug.30 NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Sep. MISSOURI. 


Oct. 11 atlowa State 
Oct. 25 MASSACHUSETTS 
Nov.4 at Kent State 


Nov. 28 at Eastem Michigan 


WESTERN MICHIGAN _ 


‘Aug. 30 at Purdue 
Sept. 13 at idaho 


Sept. 20 
Sept 27 
Oct. 4 

Oct. 11 

Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 4 

Now. 15 
Nov. 22 
Nov, 28 


MURRAY STATE 
at Virginia Tech 
TOLEDO 


al Ball State 

at Bowing Green 
OHIO 

at Miami (OH) 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Central Michigan 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


AIR FORCE 


NICHOLLS STATE 
at 

at Georgia State 
BOISE STATE 
NAVY 

at Utah State 
NEW MEXICO 


at Amy 

at UNLV 

NEVADA 

at San Diego State 
COLORADO STATE 


BOISE STATE 


vs. Ole Miss (Alanta) 
COLORADO STATE 
at Connecticut 
LOUISIANA 

at Air Force 

at Nevada 

FRESNO STATE 
BYU 

al New Mexico 

SAN DIEGO STATE 


al Wyoming 
UTAH STATE 


COLORADO STATE 


vs. Colorado (Denver) 
at Boise State 


FRESNO STATE 


Nov 29 


at USC 

at Utah 
NEBRASKA 
SOUTHERN UTAH 
at New Mexico 
SAN DIEGO STATE 
at UNLV 

at Bolse State 
WYOMING 

SAN JOSE STATE 
at Nevada 

HAWAII 


WASHINGTON 
OREGON STATE 
NORTHERN IOWA 


SOUTHERN UTAH 
WASHINGTON STATE 


at Hawaii 

‘SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Alr Force 
FRESNO STATE 

at UNLV 


NEW MEXICO 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 


UTEP 
ARIZONA STATE 
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at New Mexico State 
FRESNO STATE 
atUTSA 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Air Force 

al UNLV 

BOISE STATE 

at Utah State 

at Colorado State 
WYOMING 


seeTeeeeeg 
BRarT-e="yN 


: 
3 
3 
a 


NORTHERN ARIZONA 
Sept.6 — atNorth Carolina 
at Oregon State 
Sept.27 UNLV 

Oct4 at Fresno State 
Oct 11 atNew Mexico 
Oct. 18 HAWAII 

Nov.1 at Nevada 

Nov.8 IDAHO 

at Boise State 

AR FORCE 
Nov,29 SAN JOSE STATE 
SAN JOSE STATE 


NORTH DAKOTA 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS: 
at San Diego Stale 
Oct.4 at San Jose Stale 

11 FRESNO STATE 

25 at Utah State 

1 NEWMEXICO 

8 AIRFORCE 

Nov.15  atBYU 

at Hawaii 

NEVADA 


Aug, 31 at Tennessee 
Sept.6 IDAHO STATE 
WAKE FOREST 
at Arkansas State 


SAN JOSE STATE 
at Colorado State 
at Fresno State 
UTAH STATE 
BOISE STATE 
at New Mexico 


FFFTRR 
BRe-Re 


Aug.28 WEBER STATE 
Sept.6 _atNew Mexico 


Wrangler 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
6 MICHIGAN STATE 


WYOMING 

at Washington State 
ARIZONA 

Oct 11 at UCLA 

Oc. 18 = WASHINGTON 


Nov.8 = at Utah 
COLORADO 

al Oregon State 
OREGON STATE 


PORTLAND STATE 
Sept.6 al Hawall 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
Sept. 27. at USC 

Oct.4 at Colorado 

Oct 16 «UTAH 

Oct. 25 at Stanford 

Nov,1 CALIFORNIA 

Nov.8 WASHINGTON STATE 
ARIZONA STATE 


at Washington 
Nov.29 OREGON 
STANFORD 
UC DAVIS 
Sept.6 USC 
Sept. 13. ARMY. 
at Washington 
Oct.4 —_at'Notre Dame. 
Oct. 10. WASHINGTON STATE 


Oct. 24 vs, California (Santa Clara, CA) 
STANFORD 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


COLORADO 

at Utah 

at Washington State 
CALIFORNIA 

at UCLA 

NOTRE DAME 


IDAHO STATE 
FRESNO STATE 


at Michigan 
WASHINGTON STATE 


at Colorado 


WASHINGTON 


Nov.29 
WASHI 
Aug. 28 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept 20 
Sept. 27 
Od. 4 
Odi. 10 


Nov. 29 


AUBURN 


at Hawail 
EASTERN WASHINGTON 
ILUNOIS 
GEORGIA STATE 
STANFORD 

at California 

at 

ARIZONA STATE 
al Colorado 

UCLA 

at Arizona 
OREGON STATE 
at Washington State 


INGTON STATE 


vs, Rutgers (Seattle) 
at Nevada 
PORTLAND STATE 
OREGON 

at Utah 
CALIFORNIA 

at Stanford 
ARIZONA 

USC 

at Oregon State 

at Arizona State 
WASHINGTON 


SEC 


vs. West Virginia (Allanta) 
FAU 

SOUTHERN MISS 
FLORIDA 

at Ole Miss 

at Arkansas 

TEXAS ABM 

at Tennessee 

ats 

MISSISSIPP| STATE 


at Texas Tech 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
vs. Texas ABM (Artington) 
ALABAMA 


at Missouri 


at Missourl 


vs, Wisconsin (Houston) 
SAM HOUSTON STATE 
ULM 

MISSISSIPPI STATE 
NEW MEXICO STATE 


at Arkansas 


SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 
at Toledo 

CENTRAL FLORIDA 
INDIANA 

at South Carolina 
GEORGIA 

at Florida 
VANDERBILT 
KENTUCKY 

al Texas ASM 

at Tennessee 


Noy.8 at Auburn 
i MISSOURI 
Nov.27 LSU 


Oct. 25 at Missouri 
Nov.1 OLD DOMINION 
Nov.8 FLORIDA 


at Mississippi State 
TENNESSEE 


at 
Oct 11 CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 


ARKANSAS STATE 


at Boise State 
GEORGIA STATE 

at Texas State 
ARKANSAS STATE 

at New Mexico State 

al ULM 
APPALACHIAN STATE 


al Troy 


LOUISIANA-MONROE 


WAKE FOREST 


SUN BELT [ip ppegererrcrsueeee 


APPALACHIAN STATE 


at Michigan 
Sep. CAMPBELL 


APPALACHIAN STATE 
et Texas Stale 
Nov,29 NEW MEXICO STATE 


GEORGIA STATE 


Aug, 27 ABILENE CHRISTIAN 
Sepl.6 NEW MEXICO STATE 


EXAS STATE 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 


atNC State 

Sept.6 SAVANNAH STATE 
al Georgia Tech 

al South Alabama 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
Oct.4 —_ atNew Merion State 


at Appalachian State 
GEORGIA STATE 
TROY 

at Louisiana 

at Arkansas State 
TEXAS STATE 

at South Carolina 
NAVY 


ARKANSAS - PINE BLUFF 
NAVY 

at Mlinols 

at Tulsa 

IDAHO 

LOUISIANA 

at ULM 

at New Mexico Stale 
GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
at South Alabama 
ARKANSAS STATE 


at Georgia State 


at UAB 
DUKE 

ABILENE CHRISTIAN 
at Georgia 

at ULM 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
APPALACHIAN STATE 
at South Alabama 

at Georgia Southem 
GEORGIA STATE 

at Idaho 

LOUISIANA 
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By Steve Wiltfong 
247Sports.com 


Ohio State 


Overview: Eighteen of the 23 prospects that 
signed with the oo were ranked four-stars or better by 
247Sports or the 247Sports Composite Ratings, as Ohio State 
finished with the Big Ten’s top class, and the nation’s No. 3 haul 
overall. The whole class could be mentioned, but Top100 prospects 
headed to Columbus includes the nation’s top inside linebacker 
Raekwon McMillan, athlete Curtis Samuel, cornerbacks Damon Webb 
and Marshon Lattimore, outside linebacker Dante Booker, safety 
Erick Smith and offensive linemen Jamarco Jones and Demetrius 
Knox. 

Headliner: McMillan, a 6-2, 240-pound, big, physical player 
that registered 456 tackles and 10 forced fumbles in his high school 
career, including 35.5 tackles for loss and eight sacks as a senior. 
Could be a starter by the end of the season. 

Sleeper: Darius Slade, a 6-5, 240-pound defensive end that 
was a menace as a pass rusher in two straight state championship 
seasons at Montclair (N.J.) High, where he had 37 sacks combined. 

Bottom Line: Urban Meyer said on signing day if the 
Buckeyes got good linebacker play this fall, the 2014 season could 
be special. Linebackers highlight this loaded class, and they could be 
the key to the Buckeyes winning the crystal ball. 


Overview: The Wolverines are bringing in 
seven 10p247 recruits in a 16-player class that finished No. 20 in the 
247Sports national rankings. Five-star Jabrill Peppers, the nation’s 
top-rated athlete, is a special player and the conference's top-rated 
recruit. Top100 defensive tackle Bryan Mone comes in at 6-4, 
315-pounds, adding a different element to the Wolverines front. 
Top100 receiver Drake Harris had over 2,000 yards receiving as a 
junior, and four-star receiver Freddy Canteen should play as a true 
freshman. U.S. Army All-American Mason Cole is an offensive 
lineman with a bright future. Michigan also added a ton of size on 
the edges of its defense by signing four-star outside linebacker 
Chase Winovich. 

Headliner: Peppers, who was a five-star cornerback, five-star 
safety, five-star running back, five-star return man, could do all of 
them in Ann Arbor but will begin in the secondary. He should be one 
of college football’s biggest stars before leaving Michigan. 

Sleeper: Detroit Country Day receiver Maurice Ways doesn’t 
come in with the same hype has Harris and Canteen, but at 6-4, 
195-pounds could contribute right away coming off a senior season 
with over 1,200 yards receiving and 16 touchdowns. 

Bottom Line: Brady Hoke and his staff have the Michigan 
roster just about where they want it, now it’s about developing 
the players they brought in. Defensive line and generating a pass 
rush is the biggest question mark heading into the fall and perhaps 
players like Mone can help the Wolverines defense improve in 
2014. 


Penn State 


Overviews: New head coach James Franklin 
finished what Bill O’Brien started, efforts combined for the nation’s 
No. 24 recruiting class, good for No. 3 in the Big Ten. Three 
four-star receivers in Saeed Blacknall, Chris Godwin and De’Andre 
Thompkins, along with the nation’s top tight end Mike Gesicki, and 
running back Jonathan Thomas is as talented a group coming into 
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the conference as there is. Four-star quarterback Michael 0’Connor 
enrolled early, as did four-star JC defensive tackle Tarow Barney, who 
is as important this coming fall as any recruit in this recruiting class. 
Four-star safety Koa Farmer will play the new Star position in the 
Penn State defense and is a perfect fit. 

Headliner: Gesicki, a 6-5, 245-pound freak, who also triples 
as a dominant basketball player and outstanding volleyball player, 
brings an insane amount of athletic ability to the Penn State pro- 
gram, and should be a big-time producer during his time in Happy 
Valley. 

Sleeper: Thomas missed most of his senior season with an 
injury, but he could’ve blossomed into a blue-chip back. 

Bottom Line: As Penn State builds its scholarship numbers 
back up to 85, the Nittany Lions will lean on this class heavily this 
season and moving forward as they continue to fight through NCAA 
sanctions. 


Michigan State 


Overview: The Rose Bowl Champs had the 
Big Ten’s top-rated defense in 2013, and they're adding more able 
bodies to a great unit, led by five-star defensive lineman Malik 
McDowell, Top247 defensive tackle Craig Evans, Top247 safety 
Montae Nicholson and four-star linebackers Chris Frey and Deon 
Drake. The Spartans identity on offense is dominating the point of 
attack and running the ball, and the nation’s No. 2 center Brian Allen 


“TOP 20 INCOMING 
BIG TEN RECRUITS 


Rk. Player -HL/Wt. Pos, Hometown/School College 


4, Malik McDowell 67/290 DE Southfield, Mich/Southfield =» Michigan State 
5, Damon Webb 5-11/180 CB Detroit, Mich./Cass Tech Ohio State 


6. Marshon Lattimore 60/175 CB Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville Ohio State 
7. Dante Booker 6-3/212 LB Akron, Ohio/St Vincent-St. Mary Ohio State 
8, Jamarco Jones 6-5/290 OT Chicago, II/De La Salle Institute Ohio State 


9. Curtis Samuel 5-11/190 ATH Brooklyn, N.Y./Erasmus Hall Ohio State 
10, Jeff Jones 6-0/198 RB Minneapolis, Minn./Washbum ‘Minnesota 


11. Erick Smith 6-1/185 $ Cleveland, Ohio/Glenvile Ohio State 
12. Drake Haris ©» G-4/180 WR Grand Rapids, Mich,/(Grand Rapids Christian Michigan 


13, Johnnie Dixon 5-11/198 WR Palm Beach Gardens, Fla/Dwyer Ohio State 
14, Jalyn Holmes 6-5/225 DE Norfolk, Va/Lake Taylor »»»—«(Ohio State 
16. Bryan Mone 6-4/315 DT Salt Lake City, Utah/Highland Michigan 
17, Jaden Gault 6-6/310 OT porrcablealeadae Wisconsin 
19, Jesse Mniebonam 65/230 DE Oey, Gao Counsel Maniand 
20, Parker Westphal  6-0/190 CB Bolingbrook, Il/ Bolingbrook Northwestern 
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and No. 1 fullback Gerald Owens will help keep that going along with 
running back Madre London. The Spartans 22-player class ranked 
No. 25 nationally, according to 247Sports. 

Headliner: McDowell, the nation's No. 2 strong-side defensive 
end, chose Michigan State over Michigan, Florida State and Ohio 
State. At 6-7, 290-pounds, he’s athletic enough to play defensive 
tackle, defensive end and some standup outside linebacker. He 
should crack a deep rotation in year one. 

Sleeper: Montez Sweat is a big and talented two-way player 
out of Stone Mountain (Ga.) Stephenson that has the ability to make 
an impact at defensive end or tight end in East Lansing. 

Bottom Line: The freshman class won't be leaned on heavily 
in their first year at Michigan State, but there are several future all- 
conference players in this class, as Mark Dantonio and his staff do as 
good a job as any school in the country of evaluating and developing 
players. 


Overviews: Gary Andersen and the Badgers 
bring in an exciting 26-player class that finished No. 5 in the Big Ten. 
As usual, they landed major talent on the offensive line in U.S. Army 
All-American Jaden Gault and fellow in-state four-star George Panos. 
Dual-threat quarterback D.J. Gillins is one of the country’s best 
players at his position and arguably the best coming into the Big Ten 
in this class. Four-star athlete Dareian Watkins and four-star receiver 
Krenwick Sanders had very productive high school careers. Top247 
running back Taiwan Deal looks like the next great Wisconsin back. 
Billy Hirschfield, Jeremy Patterson and Conor Sheehy form a nice 
defensive line class, and JC safety Serge Trezy likely plays a ton from 
day one. 

Headliner: Gault, at 6-6, 310-pounds, played in a primarily 
run offense on the prep level, but has the feet, size and length to 
be one of the country’s top offensive tackles by the time his career 
has finished. 247Sports rated him as the country’s No. 4 offensive 
tackle. 

Micah Kapoi, out of Kapolei (Hawaii) High, the 
6-4, 298-pound offensive guard is a nasty, very physical player that 
falls in line with the typical offensive linemen the Badgers program 
seeks. 

Bottom Line: The Badgers always recruit well at the point of 
attack; however, at the receiver position, this was one of Wisconsin’s 
best classes in a long time. 


Nebraska 


Overview: The Huskers signed the No. 6 
class in the Big Ten, led by two JC prospects that should immediately 
help the defense in defensive back Byerson Cockrell and defensive 
tackle Joe Keels, the top-rated player nationally at his position. The 
offensive line group could evolve into a special one, highlighted by 
a pair of four-stars in guard Tanner Farmer and offensive tackle Nick 
Gates. Three other four-stars headed to Lincoln, defensive tackle 
Peyton Newell, four-star receiver Monte Harrison and running back 
Mikale Wilbon, a one-time Vanderbilt pledge. 

Headliner: Keels (6-3, 250-pounds) enrolled early and should 
contribute this fall on the defensive line before evolving into a differ- 
ence maker by year two. 

: Receiver Demornay Pierson-El, a high school quar- 
terback, should be dynamic in the slot and in the return game for the 
Huskers. 

Bottom Line: Cockrell was a big get for Nebraska in the 
secondary and playmakers like Harrison, Pierson-El and Wilbon will 
blend in well with what looks to be a talented offensive line for years 
to come. 
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; a Overviews: Offensive line was the strength of 
the class for Randy Edsall and his staff, and they needed it to be. 
Five-star offensive tackle Damian Prince will be counted on right 
away, as could blue-chip prep school recruit Derwin Gray. U.S. Army 
All-American Jesse Aniebonam has a bright future at Will linebacker, 
and four-star quarterback Will Ulmer could also be a fantastic 
defensive back. Top247 athlete Juwann Winfree is another difference- 
maker for Maryland in its 18 player class. Every defensive back the 
Terps took stands over 6-1, led by Josh Woods, who could see snaps 
at both safety and nickel back as a true freshman. 

Headliner: Prince was rated by the 247Sports Composite Rat- 
ings as the country’s No. 2 offensive tackle, and he walks on campus 
physically ready to play at 6-5, 300-pounds. 

Sleeper: Defensive end Tyler Burke was not highly rated but 
he was highly productive as the 6-4, 240-pound hybrid DE/OLB reg- 
istered 150 tackles and 11 sacks last year at Coatesville (Pa.) High. 

Bottom Line: The Terps added quality numbers to the of- 
fensive line and secondary, and will need those guys to contribute if 
they want to have a good first season in the Big Ten. 


Northwestern 


Overview: |t was a small but really good 
class for Northwestern, and the Wildcats have never recruited Illinois 
better than they did in this group, scoring a pair of four-stars in 
Top100 quarterback Clayton Thorson, Top247 running back/defensive 
back Justin Jackson, and Top247 cornerback Parrker Westphal, the 
school’s first-ever early enrollee. Northwestern also had some big 
recruiting wins, beating Stanford for Top247 superback/outside 
linebacker Garrett Dickerson and Texas for running back Auston 
Anderson. Slot receiver Solomon Vault is one of the few who will have 
a chance to play early. 

Headliner: Thorson, a 6-4, 205-pound passer, is very athletic 
and has all the tools to blossom into perhaps a first round draft 
choice down the road. Was rated by 247Sports as the country’s No. 
5 pro-style quarterback. 

Sleeper: Tommy Doles, a 6-6, 270-pound offensive tackle 
that didn’t start adding serious weight until his senior year. Has the 
flexibility, athletic ability and upside to be an all-league player in the 
Big Ten. 

Bottom Line: This is the most talented class that Pat 
Fitzgerald has signed since taking over at his alma mater. How- 
ever, hardly any of these guys will be counted on in year one as 
the Wildcats bring back plenty of talent and contributors in 2014. 


indiana 


Overview: The Hoosiers just missed signing 
a top 50 class for a second-straight year, but Kevin Wilson and his 
coaches are recruiting at a higher level than anyone has seen in 
recent memory in Bloomington. Four-star receiver Dominique Booth 
and running back Tommy Mister should contribute early and have 
bright futures. Three offensive linemen that enrolled early — DeAndre 
Herron, Timothy Gardner and Delroy Baker — add to what's been a 
strong offensive line. The Hoosiers struggles have been on defense 
and guys like linebacker Tegray Scales and defensive back Tony 
Fields provide an immediate boost. 

Headliner: Booth, a former Tennessee commit, had more of- 
fers than any other prospect from the state of Indiana in 2014. He left 
Indianapolis Pike as the school's all-time leader in receptions, yards 
and touchdowns. 
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Sleeper: Simmie Cobbs is a 6-4, 210-pound athlete that will 
begin his Indiana career at receiver but could play anything from 
tight end to outside linebacker to safety as well. A dynamic athlete 
that didn’t play as a junior, he went into his final prep season under 
the radar. 

Bottom Line: \ndiana can score points and guys in this class 
will help keep that going, but the Hoosiers need Scales, Fields and 
the rest of the defensive recruits in this class to help with a dramatic 
turnaround defensively or it could be another tough season at IU. 


Overview: The lowa coaching staff feels like 
their football team got more athletic in this class, and one can 
immediately point to four-star Jay Scheel, who'll begin his career at 
receiver, and Matt Nelson, a 6-8, 250-pound monster who'll start out 
at defensive end. Four-star running back Markel Smith rushed for 
nearly 2,500 yards and 33 touchdowns and he could crack what is 
a deep Hawkeyes rotation in his first year. Marcel Joly could jump 
right in as lowa’s return man while bolstering the secondary. 
Quarterback Tyler Wiegers was a nice flip from Rutgers as a 
strong-armed and very productive high school signal-caller. 

Headliner: Smith, a 5-11, 200-pound bulldozer that can also 
spin and make defenders miss. He’s the state of Missouri’s second 
all-time leading rusher. 

Sleeper: Ben Niemann, a high school receiver/safety that will 
move to linebacker in lowa City, has the toughness and size (6-3, 
201) to grow into a fantastic defender. 

Bottom Line: While the Hawkeyes would've liked to have 
added more difference makers on the offensive line, they added 
quality depth to every other position on the football field in this class. 


Overview: Easy to like what Jerry Kill and 
Minnesota did on offense in this class, which was their focus, 
signing Top100 running back Jeff Jones, a U.S. Army All-American, 
center Connor Mayes, dual-threat quarterback Dimonic Roden- 
McKinzy, tight end Gaelin Elmore and two receivers that should play 
right away in Melvin Holland Jr. and Isaiah Gentry. Defensively, JC 
linebacker Cody Poock enrolled early and in-state defensive end 
Andrew Stelter was a nice keep at 6-4, 264-pounds. Pound-for- 
pound, defensive tackle Steven Richardson (5-11, 285-pounds) was 
the Big Ten’s best signee and he should play in his first season at 
Minnesota. 

Headliner: Jones, the state of Minnesota’s Mr. Football, was 
rated by 247Sports as the nation’s No. 5 running back. One of the 
Gophers deepest positions is running back, but the 6-0, 198-pound 
Jones likely cracks the rotation. 

Sleeper: \saiah Gentry out of Cincinnati (Ohio) Moeller 
was one of the most overlooked players in the Buckeye State, 
and Minnesota is getting a steal in the speedy 6-4, 185-pound 
pass catcher that can stretch the field. 

Bottom Line: The Gophers wanted to get more dynamic in 
this recruiting class on offense, particularly at receiver and they were 
able to accomplish that. 


Overview: The Scarlet Knights signed a 
25-player class, however, unfortunately none were ranked four-stars 
as Rutgers saw most of the state’s talent head elsewhere, including 
several other Big Ten schools. Running back Josh Hicks could play 
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this fall, and another running back, Robert Martin, was the top rated 
player in the class. Sidney Gopre is a linebacker that had a fantastic 
high school career and will be counted on early. Linebacker Justin 
Nelson was the Scarlet Knights top in-state grab. Offensive tackle 
Marcus Applefield enrolled early and should crack the two-deep. 
Rutgers went defensive back heavy in this group, led by cornerback 
Andre Boggs. 

Headliner: Martin missed most of his senior year with an 
injury but showed how talented he was as a junior, averaging over 
12 yards per carry, gaining 1,812 yards and scoring 18 touchdowns. 
He also had over 100 tackles playing linebacker. 

Sleeper: Giovanni Rescigno waited his turn behind 2013 five- 
star and Michigan quarterback Shane Morris before taking over at 
Warren (Mich.) De La Salle. He showed he has all the tools to be 
a very good college quarterback. 

Bottom Line: A strong year this year in Big Ten play could 
change Rutgers’ fortunes on the recruiting trail in 2015. Many of 
the Scarlet Knights’ top prospects are excited about the change in 
conferences. 


Overview: Darrell Hazell and his coaching 
staff will play a lot of this 19-player class as true freshmen, the first 
full class for this coaching staff since taking over in West Lafayette. 
Offensive line was the biggest need and JC offensive tackles David 
Hedelin and Corey Clements are literally two huge additions. Two 
linebackers that will be asked to contribute heavily are three-sport 
all-stater Gelen Robinson and JaWhaun Bentley. Four-star quarterback 
David Blough joins one of the few positions Purdue is deep at, and 
cornerback Timothy Cason and safety Juan Jenkins were two nice 
additions to the secondary. 

Headliner: Hedelin, the Sweden born offensive tackle, is rated 
by 247Sports as the nation’s No. 8 JC offensive tackle. He was the 
last commit for Purdue in 2014, making his decision after National 
Signing Day. 

Sleeper: Trae Hart is most explosive offensive weapon Purdue 
signed in 2014, and the Boilermakers were the only BCS program to 
offer the 5-11, 155-pound receiver who scored six different ways in a 
state championship run for Dallas (Texas) First Baptist Academy. 

Bottom Line: |t will likely be another tough year in West 
Lafayette but this class will be the foundation for better days ahead 
under Hazell and company. 


Overview: The Illini could have one of the Big 
Ten’s best offenses thanks to the skill players added in this class. 
Receivers Geronimo Allison and Mike Dudek enrolled early and 
solidified spots in the rotation. The country’s No. 8 JC receiver Tyrin 
Stone-Davis arrives in the summer. The country’s No. 4 JC defensive 
tackle, Jihad Ward, will play across the Illinois front, and U.S. Army 
All-American center Nick Allegretti should be a future all-league 
player. 

Headliner: Ward, at 6-7, 280-pounds, will be one of the Big 
Ten’s top newcomers this fall. He’s just as comfortable rushing off 
the edge as he is plugging the middle. 

Sleeper: Dudek had just one BCS offer, but racked up 2,361 
yards of total offense as a senior and that carried over into a strong 
spring practice. He'll be a favorite target for Illini quarterbacks over 
the next four years. 

Bottom Line: Transfer quarterback Wes Lunt and a veteran 
offensive line received several weapons in this class, and if Ward can 
help the defense take another step forward, Illinois should be bowling 
in Tim Beckman’s third season. 
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TOP to BOTTOM 


1. Ohio State 

2. Michigan State 
3. Wisconsin 

4. Michigan 

5. Nebraska 

6. lowa 

7. Penn State 
8. Minnesota 

9. Maryland 
10. Illinois 

11. Indiana 

12. Northwestern 
13. Rutgers 

14. Purdue 
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erhaps you can envision a time 

when some combination of mem- 

bers of the Big Ten’s new West 
Division own, on an ongoing basis, the 
conference marquee. 

When Job 1 of every season preview is 
to buckle down and attempt to sort out 
the West pecking order. When the collec- 
tive of iconic East programs Ohio State, 
Michigan and Penn State has inherent 
second-banana status. 

With apologies to Wisconsin, Nebraska, 
Iowa and the rest of the West, well, we 
can’t see it. 

But this is the direction the Big Ten, 
grown to 14 members with the additions of 


PICKING THE BIG TEN 


East is the Place to Be, Now... and for a Long Time 


Maryland and Rutgers, has gone. Though 
no one save for the brainstormers of the 
league’s previous, ridiculously named 
divisions will pine for the era of Leaders 
and Legends, there might prove to be, 
over time, no denying that the Big Ten has 
balance issues. 

Taking a shorter-term view, with 
Michigan State soaring and Ohio State 
roaring, the East clearly has the better 
teams. Not to mention the more accom- 
plished and esteemed coaches. 

In 2014 and likely beyond, it will be 
a whole lot harder to win the East. 

“Tt’s out of our area of control,” said first- 
year Penn State coach James Franklin, 


1. Ohio State 


2. Michigan State 


3. Michigan 

4. Penn State 

5. Maryland 

6. Indiana 

7. Rutgers 
WEST 

1. Wisconsin 

2. Nebraska 

3. lowa 

4. Minnesota 

5. Illinois 

6. Northwestern 


6. Purdue 


Good news 


Want a piece of senior QB Braxton Miller? Be 
prepared for the four-year starter’s best stuff yet. 


Coordinator Pat Narduzzi stayed, and that 
means Sparty will continue to sling hellacious D. 


The Ohio State game is in Ann Arbor. 
That can't hurt. 


Coach James Franklin plus QB Christian 
Hackenberg equals hope. 


The Terrapins are on the uptick, especially 
on offense. 


The Hoosiers can flat-out score. 


Who doesn't love to travel in the Midwest? 


Melvin Gordon left, Melvin Gordon right, 
and throw in some Corey Clement. 


RB Ameer Abdullah, WR Kenny Bell, DE Randy 
Gregory are three of the best in the league. 


The Hawkeyes have studs on both lines 
of scrimmage. 


Last year was no fluke — the Gophers keep 
getting better. 


Transfer QB Wes Lunt is a major upgrade 
in coordinator Bill Cubit’s offense. 


It's impossible to have meaningful discus- 
sions about labor relations while on the field. 


The 2013 nightmare is over. 
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Want a piece of Miller? He has had 
injury issues. 


Huge names from last year’s D are gone, 
and those guys don't grow on trees. 


Did you see how hapless the Wolverines 
were last November? 


Stupid geography had to go and put the 
Nittany Lions in the East Division. 


Florida State and Clemson aren't here, but 
it’s the ACC Atlantic all over again. 


Defense wins championships, and this 
isn't basketball. 


This offense isn't ready for a step up 
in class. 


Having the league's best running backs isn't 
nearly enough in the playoff picture. 


Coach Bo Pelini loses four games every 
year. Literally. 


Ask lowa fans if their favorite team is 
cursed. Seriously, just ask. 


They're still miles away in the depth 
department. 


Defense will continue to be a nasty rumor 
in Champaign. 


How fractured is this program after its 
crazy-weird offseason? 


The 2014 nightmare is just beginning. 


a rising superstar after turning lowly 
Vanderbilt into a legitimate player in the 
SEC. “We're going to play whoever’s on 
our schedule. They'll tell me who we play, 
and we'll start preparing for them.” 

In Franklin’s maiden voyage in the Big 
Ten, the Nittany Lions will get both Ohio 
State and Michigan State at home in Happy 
Valley. That’s some kind of lucky break. 

There have been surprise champions of 
this league before — the Spartans, for one, 
last season — but the dawning of the new 
playoff in college football only heightens 
the sense that the Big Ten’s only real shot 
at entering that four-team tournament will 
come by winning the East. At least that 


Our call 


As usual, it comes down to OSU having the 
Big Ten’s best talent. 


Yes, we realize we might regret not picking MSU 
as champ. 


Coach Brady Hoke looks and sounds the part, 
but we're not convinced. 


Nine wins would equal overachieving. 


We might be being kind by putting the Terps 
this high. 


It’s ano-win situation for coach Kevin Wilson if 
rings are the thing. 


Best case, the Scarlet Knights are clawing their 
way out of the basement. 


A favorable schedule will keep Bucky relevant. 
See “Bad news.” 
This could be the Big Ten's most improved team. 


Another bowl game would be sweet, and you've 
got to respect the heck out of coach Jerry Kill. 


Coach Tim Beckman's job is saved by any bowl 
atall. 


The Wildcats never should've been ranked so high 
in 2013. 


Both sides of the ball were terrible last year. 
Anything but last place would be a major victory. 
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appears to be the case this season. Most Valuable Offensive Player Defensive Player Newcomer 

Perception now matters more than ever Player of the Year of the Year of the Year 
in the college game, with a 13-member : , 
selection committee that’s sure to grasp 
the difference between Buckeyes at 
Spartans on November 8, and Huskers at 
Badgers one week later. One will be blood 
sport, the other a really good game. 

Look, we don’t mean to disparage the 
West. Wisconsin has gone to three Rose 
Bowls in the past four seasons, though its \ fi 
quarterback situation looks shaky, its receiv- Braxton Miller, Melvin Gordon, Shilique Calhoun, Wes Lunt, 
ing corps might be below average, and its QB, Ohio State RB, Wisconsin DE, Michigan State QB, Illinois 
defense is being rebuilt. Nebraska keeps 
hanging in there and Iowa appears to be a 


y . ; 5 Most Accurate Passer Wes Lunt Illinois 
team on the rise, but a Big Ten championship SSS ESE le ae TE i eR ee ie 
from* either? Really? Is just sot happening Strongest Arm Christian Hackenber: Penn State 
and — oops — there we go disparaging again al BestScrambler Braxton Miller__ Ohio State_ 

Ontheother hand Ohio Statehaslose = 6 Coolest in the Clutch Connor Cook Michigan State 
two games in two seasons under Urban “ Toughest to Bring Down Mark Weisman lowa 
Meyer. Michigan State asserted itself in x BestHands  s«éDevin Furnchess Michigan 
2013 in unforgettable fashion. Michigan O Most Dangerous Deep Threat Devin Smith Ohio State 
and Penn State, with Franklin, will be yaa Best Pass Blocker Brandon Scherff lowa 
in the living rooms of many a top-end 2: Best Run Blocker Jack Allen Michigan State 
recruit. It all just screams East. And it’s Best Pass Rusher Randy Gregory Nebraska 
hard to envision that changing any time Best Cover Corner Jordan Lucas Penn State 
soon. Special Teams Demon J.T. Moore Ohio State 


— Steve Greenberg 


Lindy’s 2014 ALL-BIG TEN Team 


QB Braxton Miller Sr. Ohio State QB Christian Hackenberg So. Penn State QB Connor Cook Jr. Michigan State 
RB Ameer Abdullah Sr. Nebraska RB Tevin Coleman Jr. Indiana RB David Cobb Sr. Minnesota 
>) RB Melvin Gordon Jr. Wisconsin = RB JeremyLangford Sr. MichiganState [F3) RB JoshFerguson Jr. Illinois 
a WR Kenny Bell Sr. Nebraska w WR Stefon Diggs Jr. Maryland a WR Kevonte Martin-Manley Sr. lowa 
Ss WR Christian Jones Sr. Northwestern e WR Devin Smith Sr. Ohio State = WR Shane Wynn Sr. Indiana 
4 TE Devin Funchess Jr. Michigan 3 TE Maxx Williams So. Minnesota 5 TE Tyler Kroft Jr, Rutgers 
Py C Jack Allen Jr. Michigan State a C Brandon Vitabile Sr. Northwestern - C_ Betim Bujari Sr. Rutgers 
- OL RobHavenstein Sr. Wisconsin a OL Jack Conklin So. Michigan State uw OL Jake Cotton Sr. Nebraska 
Fa OL Brandon Scherff Sr. lowa a OL Taylor Decker Jr. Ohio State = OL Kaleb Johnson Sr. Rutgers 
u. OL Donovon Smith Jr. Penn State ul OL Pat Elflein So. Ohio State ‘7 OL Kyle Costigan Sr. Wisconsin 
fe} OL Jason Spriggs Jr. Indiana o OL Zac Epping Sr. Minnesota fey} OL Erik Magnuson So. Michigan 
AP Dontre Wilson So. Ohio State AP Venric Mark Sr. Northwestern AP Akeem Hunt Sr. Purdue 
K Brad Craddock Jr. Maryland K Michael Geiger So. Michigan State K Taylor Zalewski Jr. Illinois 


Michael Bennett Ohio State Joey Bosa Ohio State Andre Monroe Maryland 

DL ShiliqueCalhoun Jr. Michigan State s DL Frank Clark Sr. Michigan DL Marcus Rush Sr. Michigan State 

= DL Carl Davis Sr. lowa q DL TheiranCockran Jr. Minnesota = DL Louis Trinca-Pasat Sr. lowa 
fej DL Randy Gregory Jr. Nebraska a DL Noah Spence Jr. Ohio State ff=§ DL Adolphus Washington Jr. Ohio State 
5 LB Mike Hull Sr. Penn State z LB Chi Chi Ariguzo Sr. Northwestern eS LB Cole Farrand Sr. Maryland 
“@ LB Michael Rose So. Nebraska sy LB Taiwan Jones Sr. MichiganState [E3j LB Curtis Grant Sr. Ohio State 
% LB Jake Ryan Sr. Michigan a LB Steve Longa So. Rutgers - LB Josh Perry Jr. Ohio State 
ul DB IbraheimCampbell Sr. Northwestern a DB Trae Waynes Jr. Michigan State m7 Adrian Amos Sr. Penn State 
Fi] OB BlakeCountess Jr. Michigan [E4) DB Doran Grant Jr OhioState [FA Vonn Bell So. Ohio State 
_ DB KurtisDrummond Sr. Michigan State = DB Darian Hicks So. Michigan State 1 DB William Likely So. Maryland 
a DB Jordan Lucas Jr. Penn State Fa] DB Jarrod Wilson Jr. Michigan [ie DB Desmond King So. lowa 
Cameron Johnston So. Ohio State P_ Mike Sadler Sr. Michigan State P Peter Mortell Jr. Minnesota 
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THE BIG ONES 


Aug. 30 


Penn State vs. UCF (Dublin, Ireland) 


Wisconsin vs. LSU (Houston) 


Dublin a long way to go to get payback for 2013's home loss to UCF. 
A big ol’ measuring stick for the Badgers. 


Cal at Northwestern Finally, the Wildcats get their day in court... uh, on the field. 
Sept. 6 

Michigan at Notre Dame U-M has won four of five in a rivalry that rarely disappoints. 
Michigan State at Oregon All due respect to Ohio State, this is biggest test for Sparty. 
Virginia Tech at Ohio State Just another chance for Braxton Miller to shine. 

Sept. 13 

Penn State at Rutgers It's the Big Ten opener, especially so for the Scarlet Knights. 
Sept. 20 

lowa at Pittsburgh Hawkeyes have always dressed like the Steelers. 

Miami at Nebraska A prime-time audience gets to judge if Huskers have turned the corner. 
Sept. 27 


Maryland at Indiana 
Cincinnati at Ohio State 


Oct. 4 

Ohio State at Maryland 
Nebraska at Michigan State 
Purdue at Illinois 


Awinnable Big Ten opener for both teams. Hard to say which needs it more. 
No layup for the Buckeyes. Cincy has 29 wins over past three seasons. 


What a scene it'll be at Byrd Stadium. Upset would rock league to its core. 
Dominant DEs: Randy Gregory (Huskers) and Shilique Calhoun (Spartans). 
Combined league record for Darrell Hazell and Tim Beckman: 1-23. 


Oct. 11 

Penn State at Michigan Must-win scenario for teams trying to hang in powerhouse East. 

Oct. 18 

Michigan State at Indiana Hoosiers haven't won Old Brass Spittoon since 2006. 

Oct. 25 

Michigan at Michigan State MSU is ona 5-] tear against its most hated rival. 

Ohio State at Penn State Is this when PSU QB Christian Hackenberg becomes a straight-up superstar? 

Nov. 1 . ox ; BOWL CONNECTIONS 

Northwestern at lowa Pat Fitzgerald always circles this game. So far: 5-3 against the Hawkeyes. 

Nov. 8 Big Ten Champion 

Ohio State at Michigan State A college football playoff dream could die in this mega-matchup. College football playoff or Orange 

| / ‘ fi h ietl h Bowl vs. ACC. Other affiliations: 

jowa at Minnesota A quietly huge game for two programs that are quietly on the rise. Capital One Big Ten/ACC vs. SEC 

Nov. 15 Outback Big Ten vs. SEC 

Nebraska at Wisconsin Huskers were crushed in Madtown by 31 in first-ever Big Ten game. Holiday Big Ten vs. Pac-12 
TaxSlayer Big Ten/ACC vs. SEC 

Nov. 22 ; Pe Music City Big Ten/ACC vs. SEC 

Wisconsin at lowa It's always a battle of the big uglies when these teams meet. Fight Hunger Big Ten vs. Pac-12 

Nov. 29 Pinstripe Big Ten vs. ACC 

Michigan at Ohio State OSU goes for its 10th win in 11 meetings in this storied rivalry. Heart of Dallas Big Ten/Big 12 vs. C-USA 


Michigan State at Penn State 


This game might matter more than one in Columbus on same day. 


Detroit 


Big Ten vs, ACC 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


1. Brandon Scherff OT 5 Iowa 
2. Shilique Calhoun DE 
3. Christian HackenbergQB 


Great strength and the agility of a former high school QB. 


Michigan State More than a pass-rusher; finds the ball and creates turnovers. 


Penn State Potential No. 1 QB taken... in 2016. 


4. Randy Gregory DE Nebraska An awesome sight when full-speed to the quarterback. 


5. Melvin Gordon RB Wisconsin Has the speed and the frame, and not many miles on him yet. 


6. Michael Bennett Ohio State Versatility will be key; can adapt to any defensive style. 


7. Devin Funchess Michigan Great “football speed” plus great hands equals great player. 


A bigger guy at 6-1, a real plus in today’s game. 


8. Trae Waynes Michigan State 


9. Carl Davis ; Iowa Unreal size and the athleticism to dominate. 


Ohio State 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


10. Noah Spence It’s still about his potential; there is much to prove. 
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t happened. Again. 
I The Big Ten, coming off what 
might have been its worst NFL Draft 
performance ever in 2013, was shut out of 
the 2014 Top 10. 

The 
Michigan offensive tackle Taylor Lewan 
with the 11th pick of this year’s draft, but 
that came one spot too late to end the 
Big Ten’s skid. The conference hasn’t 
produced a Top 10 pick since 2008, when 
Wolverines’ offensive tackle Jake Long 
went No. 1 overall and Ohio State line- 
backer Vernon Gholston was the sixth 
pick. 

That’s six drafts without a Top 10 selec- 
tion for the Big Ten. 

The SEC, by the way, has had 23 such 
players in that span. 

At least the 2014 draft was better for 
the Big Ten than last year, when only one 


Tennessee Titans selected 


FOUR-YEAR STANDINGS 


AROUND THE BIG TEN 


player from the league was chosen in the 
first round ... and barely. Wisconsin center 
Travis Frederick went with the second-to- 
last pick in 2013. 

This year, the Big Ten produced Lewan, 
Ohio State linebacker Ryan Shazier 
(No. 15, Steelers), Michigan State corner- 
back Darqueze Dennard (No. 24, Bengals) 
and Ohio State cornerback Bradley Roby 
(No. 31, Broncos). 

What’s disturbing for the league has 
been the lack of elite talent at the offensive 
skill positions. In the past 10 drafts, the 
Big Ten has turned out just two running 
backs/receivers/quarterbacks who were 
selected in the top half of the first round — 
Michigan wideout Braylon Edwards (No. 3 
overall, 2005) and Ohio State receiver Ted 
Ginn Jr. (No. 9, 2007). 

Even worse, the league hasn’t had a 
first-round quarterback since Penn State’s 


Look who has flourished in the divisional Big Ten. 

Michigan State is just one game behind Ohio State over the past four years, and considering that the Buckeyes 
have spent time in the NCAA hoosegow ... well, you see where we’re going with this. 

Fifth-year seniors at MSU have two Big Ten championships to their credit, along with another division title, and 
of course, now they have the long-awaited Rose Bowl on their mantle (first in 26 years, second in half a century). 
In the meantime, Michigan continues to flounder, Penn State is trying to maintain its balance, and Nebraska has 


yet to flex the muscles it was expected to throw around. 


Record All 
26-6 42-10 
25-7 42-12 
23-9 39-15 
7-1 38-16 
20-12 31-19 
18-14 33-19 
15-17 27-24 
12-20 28-23 
10-22 20-30 
9-23 18-32 
7-25 20-30 
6-26 15-33 


Team 

Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Wisconsin 
Nebraska 
Penn State 
Michigan 
lowa 
Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Purdue 
Illinois 


Indiana 


718 
122 
104 
.620 
635 
529 
549 
400 
.360 
400 
313 0 


NN NY WW FN FS SF HP W SB 


Notes: C=Championship or co-championship; D=Division title; BCS=BCS bowls; B=Bowls; 
*Nebraska: Four-year overall record is included, but Big Ten games for only 2011-13. 
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Comment 


NEL Draft not helping Big Ten’s Image 


Kerry Collins went with the fifth overall 
pick in 1995. Yikes. That head-scratch- 
ing streak could soon end, but not until 
2016, when the Nittany Lions’ Christian 
Hackenberg becomes draft-eligible. 

Looking ahead just one year, the 2015 
draft looks promising for the Big Ten, with 
Iowa offensive tackle Brandon Scherff, 
Michigan State defensive end Shilique 
Calhoun and Nebraska defensive end 
Randy Gregory all early top 10 possibili- 
ties, especially given how much the NFL 
covets talent at those positions. 


Ranking the schedules 

Counting ‘em down, starting with the 
most difficult: 

1. Rutgers — Welcome, Scarlet Knights! 
All we’re going to need you to do is 
play Ohio State (on road) and Michigan 
State in your division, and also take on 


Back on track with super-lofty expectations. 
Pieces of three of the last four Big Ten titles. 
Still hanging around high-rent district. 

Big Ten proving tougher than ol’ Big 8 or Big 12. 
Which way, Nittany Nation ... up or down? 

One step forward, two steps back? Work to be done. 
Trying to gain some traction. 

Oops ... where'd that 1-7 come from? 

First winning season in five years is something. 
Eeeek! Look out below! 

Three conference wins in three years. 


Looking for one more step up ... into bowlville? 
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Nebraska (in Lincoln) and Wisconsin in 
cross-divisional games. Non-conference 
road games against Washington State 
(Seattle) and Navy will be difficult, too. 

2. Nebraska — Consecutive early games 
at Fresno State and at home against Miami 
will be very tricky. The Huskers have to 
face both of their fellow West contenders, 
Wisconsin and Iowa, on the road, and they 
get Michigan State in East Lansing. Stop 
us if you don’t see at least a few losses 
among those five games. 

g. Illinois — A September visit to 
Washington: check. Division games 
at Nebraska, Wisconsin and _ rival 
Northwestern: check. A November that 
begins with games against the Buckeyes, 
Iowa and Penn State: check. By the way, 
these are all bad checks if youre Tim 
Beckman. 

4. Michigan — It’s the Wolverines’ turn 
to travel for the Notre Dame game. Oh, 
and they have to travel to Michigan State 
and Ohio State, too. The crossover games 
are friendly, but if you’re in the business 
of winning championships ... well, maybe 
not this year. 

5. Minnesota — The toughest non- 
league test is at TCU, where the Gophers 
will be underdogs. The division schedule 
includes November games at Nebraska 
and Wisconsin — an almost guaranteed 
pair of losses there. The crossover pair? 
At Michigan and at home against Ohio 
State. The Ls are piling up already. 

6. Northwestern — Give the Wildcats 
credit for taking on a non-league slate that 
includes home games against California 
and Northern Illinois and a visit to Notre 
Dame. It’s a minefield when you add Penn 
State (in Happy Valley) and Michigan 
from the East. 

7. Ohio State — Non-league home games 
against Virginia Tech and Cincinnati 
aren’t gimmies. The Buckeyes also travel 
to Penn State and (gulp) Michigan State. 
They’ll be the underdogs in only one — or 
maybe none — of those contests, but still. 

8. Maryland — The Terps host West 
Virginia, and visit Syracuse out of confer- 
ence — call ‘em both toss-ups — and will 
be indoctrinated into the league during 
a six-game stretch against Ohio State, 
Iowa, Wisconsin (road), Penn State (road), 
Michigan State and Michigan (road). 

g. Indiana — There are losable games 
at Bowling Green and Missouri and likely 


unwinnable games at Michigan and Ohio 
State. The Hoosiers must be wondering 
why they had to get stuck in the East. 

10. Michigan State — The Spartans’ 
conference schedule really couldn't be 
lined up much more favorably, but they 
have an early game at Oregon that’ll be 
unlike anything they’ve ever experienced. 
A potential trap game at Maryland follows 
home dates with Michigan and Ohio State. 

11. Purdue — The writing is on the 
wall for the Boilermakers, who face Notre 
Dame on a neutral field in Indianapolis 
and get Michigan State and Indiana (road) 
from the East. Let’s face it: Any schedule 
looks tough for the Boilermakers. 

12. Wisconsin — Big Ten-wise, every- 
thing sets up beautifully for the Badgers, 
whose sternest West test will come at 
Iowa and who gets Maryland and Rutgers 
(road) cross-divisionally. None of that will 
matter when they take on mighty LSU in 
Houston in September, though. 

13. Iowa — The Hawkeyes have the 
most advantageous conference schedule 
of all, getting Wisconsin and Nebraska at 
home and seeing Indiana and Maryland 
(road) in crossover games. Northern Iowa, 
Iowa State and Pittsburgh (road) makes 
for only a moderately challenging non- 
league slate. 

14. Penn State — The UCF game in 
Dublin won’t be easy to salt away. 
Everything from there is just about per- 
fect, with Ohio State and Michigan State 
at home and crossover matchups with 
Northwestern and Illinois (road). On sec- 
ond thought, maybe a West team shouldn't 
be able to claim the “easiest” anything? 


Top five newcomers 

Ranking the best rookies in the league: 

1. Wes Lunt, QB, So., Illinois — He 
once was good enough to win a three- 
way position battle as an early enrollee at 
Oklahoma State. As productive as Nathan 
Scheelhaase was for the Illini in 2013, Lunt 
is a big-time upgrade. 

2. Jabrill Peppers, CB, Fr., Michigan 
— He’s merely the top recruit in the con- 
ference. OK, he’s also a physical specimen 
whose upside is limitless. 

3. Geronimo Allison, WR, Jr., Illinois — 
The 6-3 outside receiver comes to Illinois 
by way of junior college, and he proved in 
the spring he’s ready to step right in. He’ll 
be Lunt’s No. 1 target. 


4. Raekwon MeMillan, LB, Fr., Ohio 
State — Many recruiting services ranked 
him No. 1 among all linebackers in the 
Class of 2014. He enrolled early, so the 
playbook isn’t an issue. 

5. Curtis Samuel, RB, Fr., Ohio State — 
He can do everything Urban Meyer wants 
a running back to do in the Buckeyes 
offense. The only question with Samuel is 
how many opportunities he’ll get to shine. 


The little things 

+ Braxton Miller won’t need long to 
rewrite Ohio State’s quarterback record 
book. A mere 550 total yards and two 
total touchdowns will put him ahead of 
Art Schlichter’s benchmarks of 8,850 and 
85, and Bobby Hoying’s mark of 57 TD 
passes will go down with Miller’s sixth of 
the season. 

+ For all the good that coach Pat 
Fitzgerald has done at Northwestern, his 
record in Big Ten games is a rather unim- 
pressive 27-37. 

- Penn State hasn’t reached double-digit 
victories since 2009. And if you count 
records vacated by the NCAA, you have 
to go back to 1996. 

+ Illinois has lost 21 of its last 22 Big Ten 
games. Tim Beckman can claim only 15 of 
those defeats, plus the lone victory. 

+ Junior Melvin Gordon enters the sea- 
son ranked 11th on Wisconsin’s all-time 
rushing list but could — with 1,615 yards 
— move into the top four. That would 
leave only Ron Dayne, Montee Ball and 
Anthony Davis ahead of him. 


Melvin Gordon 


Photo by Jeff Hanisch-USA TODAY Sports 
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RUNNING BACKS QUARTERBACKS 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


RATING THE BIG TEN 


WODANAMPWN a 
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Braxton Miller — the best Ohio State quarterback never to win an official Big Ten champion- 
ship — is back again, aiming to do something about that. There’s zero debate about his place in the 
pecking order; he has earned that much. But there is ongoing concern about his ability to avoid the 
kind of big downfield hits that have broken his stride before. When you run as well as Miller does, 
there can be a real downside. 

Miller’s passing has come a long way, but he takes a backseat in this area to Penn State’s Christian 
Hackenberg and Michigan State’s Connor Cook. Hackenberg, only a sophomore, has NFL size and 
a golden arm; he’s easily the most skilled thrower the Nittany Lions have had since Kerry Collins. 

Cook is a bit more diverse — a big-armed guy who can move around and isn’t afraid to take 
chances. Anyone who watched Cook in the Rose Bowl victory over Stanford can appreciate why 
that matters. 

Overall, it’s a very good year for Big Ten quarterbacks. With better consistency, Michigan dual 
threat Devin Gardner could win some games almost by himself. Watch out for Illinois’ Wes Lunt, 
whose play could redefine Illinois football ... relatively speaking. 


Let’s get this out of the way: No matter how well Wisconsin’s Melvin Gordon plays in 2014, 
he won’t make anyone forget the record-setting season Montee Ball had in 2011. That said, it’s 
an interesting comparison between Ball and Gordon. 

One had a nose for the end zone — and a delicate receiving touch — like few others who have 
played the college game. But Gordon is a more gifted runner, and it’s not really all that close. 
Wisconsin being Wisconsin, there'll be a platoon, and that’s where Corey Clement comes in. 

He, too, might be the league’s best back someday. 

The Big Ten is stocked at running back. Nebraska’s Ameer Abdullah is an absolute star. 
Michigan State’s Jeremy Langford was a godsend for the Spartans last season, and Indiana’s Tevin 
Coleman has 1,500-yard potential and then some. 

No one in this league brings better pass-catching ability out of the backfield than Illinois’ slip- 
pery Josh Ferguson. Several other teams — Minnesota, Penn State, Iowa — are in great shape 
at this position, and we can’t wait to see what Ohio State does with Ezekiel Elliott and, when its 
offense is singing, with hybrid skill guy Dontre Wilson. 


Braxton Miller has some serious weapons at his disposal, including two — Devin Smith and 
Dontre Wilson — who can go YAC-crazy on any play. There isn’t a true No. 1 wideout on the 
Buckeyes roster for 2014 if you’re talking about the prototypically lengthy sideline receiver, but 
game-breakers are game-breakers and this team has two of them. Tight end Jeff Heuerman will be 
an invaluable option over the middle. 

Maryland has a couple of guys — Stefon Diggs and Deon Long — who have to stay healthy after 
broken legs knocked them out in 2013. If they’re good to go, the Terps just might have the best set 
of receivers in the league and maybe one of the best pairs in the country. 

Northwestern, meanwhile, has its top three receivers back from 2013. Christian Jones is a big, 
strong target at wideout; Tony Jones is a terrific route runner, and superback Dan Vitale does 
a mighty fine impression of a stalwart tight end. 

Want to have fun this fall? Watch Nebraska’s gifted Kenny Bell — who, let’s face it, isn’t in the 
perfect offense — blow up DBs as a blocker. He probably deserves better. 


In case anyone is wondering why the Big Ten isn’t the premier conference in the land, let’s start 
right here: On the whole, its offensive lines are suspect. 

But not all of them. Defending champ Michigan State has a star in center Jack Allen and a tack- 
le with massive potential in Jack Conklin. Don’t ever forget how fiercely the Spartans competed up 
front in the Rose Bowl against Stanford’s killer D. 

Ohio State has blockers who are more Urban Meyer-friendly — read: mobile — in tackle Taylor 
Decker and guard Pat Elflein. The Buckeyes also have Alabama transfer Chad Lindsay, who, if his 
credentials are reliable, will be a difference-maker. 

Beyond that, there’s a ton of rebuilding going on. The league’s best offensive lineman is — hands 
down — Iowa tackle Brandon Scherff, but he doesn’t have much experience surrounding him. 

Wisconsin’s unit should be typically mean and nasty in the running game, but protecting the 
passer will be an entirely different issue. Northwestern returns the most experience, but 2013 was 
a nightmare for the Wildcats so we'll just have to wait and see. 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


SECONDARY LINEBACKERS DEFENSIVE LINE 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


14 


OMDINKDORWN a 


Conference Loaded Again with Defensive Talent 
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If Ohio State’s D-line lives up to its potential, there might be no stopping the Buckeyes from 
winning the league. 

End Noah Spence has first-round NFL potential. Sophomore end Joey Bosa is already some- 
thing of a cult hero in Columbus, his strong, rangy style seemingly a perfect recipe for eventual 
national-award recognition. Tackle Michael Bennett — with one more leap forward — will be one 
of the best in all the country. 

Meanwhile, Iowa’s sincerest hope to rise to the top of the West Division can be found in its 
defensive tackles. Massive Carl Davis is on the express track to starting on Sundays. Fellow inside 
guy Louis Trinca-Pasat is the type who'll roll into a double-team and feel lucky for it. 

But we haven’t even mentioned the Big Ten’s best two D-linemen yet: Nebraska’s Randy 
Gregory, an extraordinary pass rusher, and Michigan State’s Shilique Calhoun, who’s good — no, 
great — at everything. No end in the country is better than Calhoun at locating the ball and doing 
something to make sure it doesn’t find its way downfield. 


In case anyone is still wondering why the Big Ten doesn’t have a better rep in 2014, here’s another 
overall weak spot. So many great linebackers from a year ago — Wisconsin’s Chris Borland, Michigan 
State’s Max Bullough and Denicos Allen, Iowa’s Anthony Hitchens and company — are gone. 

Now, linebacker is a shrug-and-hope spot. 

Where to start with some good news? We could do worse than Michael Rose, the Nebraska ILB 
who should be dynamite against the run; teammates Zaire Anderson and David Santos have the 
goods, too. Ohio State has former glittery recruit Curtis Grant, who has struggled to assert himself 
in the middle, competing with glittery freshman Raekwon McMillan, who could be an eventual 
Butkus Award winner (but you just never know). 

Penn State inside ‘backer Mike Hull will have a ton of tackles. Michigan’s Jake Ryan might ben- 
efit from a move to the inside, but the Wolverines haven’t had a seriously good defense in a while 
now. Northwestern’s Chi Chi Ariguzo covers a ton of ground, but does he give the Wildcats an 
identity on defense? Again, shrug and hope. 


A year ago, Ohio State had one of the most ballyhooed secondaries in college football, yet the 
Buckeyes struggled against the pass. It seems the Buckeyes — traditionally as talented on the back 
end as any program in the country — will be less than stellar in this unit again. Better than most, 
mind you, but certainly not dominant. 

Michigan State lost truly great cornerback Darqueze Dennard and standout safety Isaiah Lewis, 
but the Spartans should have the best group of DBs anyway. Corners Trae Waynes and Darian 
Hicks are tremendously talented, and Kurtis Drummond might be the Big Ten’s top safety. 

If there’s a contender to MSU in the back end, it’s Michigan. Cornerback Blake Countess tied for 
the Big Ten lead last season with six interceptions. Safety Jarrod Wilson, though he has had his 
moments of indecision, should be ready to break out. And everyone wants to see what freshman 
Jabrill Peppers, Brady Hoke’s banner recruit, will bring to the table. 

Northwestern, led by safety Ibraheim Campbell, returns everybody — a starting point for the 
Wildcats as they move on from their most disappointing season under Pat Fitzgerald. 


It’s hard not to appreciate Michigan State when you get down to the thorough details. Even on 
special teams, this has fast become an elite program. Punter Mike Sadler was a Ray Guy award 
semifinalist in 2013. Kicker Michael Geiger missed a grand total of one field goal last season. 
Sparty doesn’t often hurt itself, and this is the perfect illustration of why that’s the case. 

Maryland’s biggest strength in its debut season in the league should be its special teams, with 
Brad Craddock booming field goals, Nathan Renfro punting for the third straight year and a group 
of return men — maybe wideout Stefon Diggs, maybe not — that will have every Big Ten coaching 
staff's attention. 

There are a whole bunch of dangerous return men in the conference — Northwestern’s Venric 
Mark, Illinois’ V’Angelo Bentley, Nebraska’s Kenny Bell, Rutgers’ Janarion Grant — who help make 
this quite possibly the best special-teams league in the land. So the Big Ten has that going for it, 
which is very nice. 
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THE RACE 

Tt wasn’t much of a race. 

The key game in the Leaders Division came before October. League favorite 
Ohio State played host to Wisconsin on Sept. 28, with Buckeyes quarterback 
Braxton Miller returning after missing two-plus games due to a knee injury. 

No rust, as he threw four touchdowns passes, including three in the first half. 
Ohio State led by 17 points entering the fourth quarter, but Wisconsin closed to 
within 31-24 on a field goal with 2:05 to go. 

Ohio State recovered the on-sides kick. Although the Buckeyes couldn’t run 
out the clock, punter Cameron Johnston pinned Wisconsin at its 10-yard line. 
The Buckeyes then forced a four-and-out to win the game. 

While Ohio State would run the table in the Leaders, Michigan State did the same 
in the Legends Division. And it wasn’t close. The Spartans won each of its eight 
regular-season league games by double-digits, including 29-6 win over Michigan. 

It all led to a Big Ten Championship Game, with second-ranked Ohio State rid- 
ing a 24-game winning streak, needing one more victory for a berth in the BCS title 
game. Tenth-ranked Michigan State ended those dreams. The Spartans led 17-0, 
then Ohio State scored 24 in a row, then MSU had another 17-0 run to win 34-24. 


THE CHAMPION 

Michigan State finished 13-1 and ranked third in the country, playing in and 
winning the Rose Bowl for the first time in 26 seasons. 

The game was a classic match against Stanford, fittingly decided on a smash- 
mouth play. The Spartans stuffed a Cardinal run up the middle on fourth-and-1 
with 1:46 to play, preserving a 24-20 win. 

These Spartans were built around a defense that was second in the nation 
in yards allowed (252.2 per game) and third in scoring defense (13.2 points 
per game). Michigan State placed five players on the first-team all-conference 
defense, LB Denicos Allen was a second-teamer. 

But it was the emergence of the offense during the season, especially quar- 
terback Connor Cook and running back Jeremy Langford, that allowed the 
Spartans to have the balance needed for a special season. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Braxton Miller, QB, Ohio State 

Miller became just the second player to win this award twice, joining former 
Indiana tailback Anthony Thompson (1988-89). Miller ran for 1,068 yards and 
passed for 2,094, with 24 touchdown passes and seven interceptions. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Chris Borland, LB, Wisconsin 

Borland, a unanimous pick on the all-conference team, was a hard-nosed, total- 
effort veteran who finished with 112 tackles, including four sacks, He didn’t fit 
the mold — he was too short, too slow — but he always seemed to be everywhere. 

Coach of the Year: Mark Dantonio, Michigan State 

Dantonio turned around the disappointment of 2012 (Sparty went 7-6 with 
five losses by no more than four points) with a dominant defense and better- 
than-expected offense. He led MSU to its first Rose Bowl since the 1987 season. 


THE BOWLS 

First of all, anytime the Big Ten wins the Rose Bowl — with a victory over 
Stanford being a remarkably appropriate ending for Michigan State’s outstand- 
ing season — things can’t be all bad. But then consider that the only other bowl 
game the conference won was by Nebraska over Georgia. Yes, that’s nice, but 
the Bulldogs were without star quarterback Aaron Murray because of his late- 
season knee surgery. While Nebraska was outgained by more than 100 yards, the 
Huskers were saved by a 99-yard touchdown pass on a third-and-14 play. 


Rose Michigan State 24, Stanford 20 
Orange Clemson 40, Ohio State 35 
Capital One South Carolina 34, Wisconsin 24 
Outback LSU 21, lowa 14 

Gator Nebraska 24, Georgia 19 
Buffalo Wild Wings Kansas State 31, Michigan 14 
Texas Syracuse 21, Minnesota 17 


76 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


BIG TEN YEAR IN REVIEW 


ALL-BIG TEN TEAM | 


OFFENSE - First Team 
QB Braxton Miller 

RB Ameer Abdullah 
RB Carlos Hyde 

WR Allen Robinson 
WR Jared Abbrederis 
TE C.J. Fiedorowicz lowa 
OT Brandon Scherff lowa 
OG John Urschel 


Ohio State 
Nebraska 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Wisconsin 


Penn State 
Ohio State 


Wisconsin 


C Corey Linsley 
OG Ryan Groy 

OT Taylor Lewan 
PK Jeff Budzien 


Michigan 
Northwestern 


DEFENSE - First Team 
DL ShiliqueCalhoun Michigan State 
DL Ra’Shede Hageman 
DL Randy Gregory 


Minnesota 

Nebraska 
Penn State 
Ohio State 


DaQuan Jones 
Ryan Shazier 
Chris Borland Wisconsin 
Max Bullough Michigan State 
Darqueze Dennard Michigan State 
Kurtis Drummond Michigan State 
Michigan State 
Minnesota 
Nebraska 
Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Purdue 


Isaiah Lewis 
Brock Vereen 
Ciante Evans 
Bradley Roby 
Mike Sadler 
Cody Webster 


THE STANDINGS 


LEGENDS Pct.. (PF 
Michigan State 1.000 238 
lowa 625-187 
Nebraska 625 218 
Minnesota 500 150 
Michigan 375 = 253 
Northwestern 125 = «(149 


LEADERS Pct. PF 
Ohio State 

Wisconsin 

Penn State 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Purdue 


*as selected by the league coaches 


OFFENSE - Second Team 
QB Connor Cook Michigan State 
RB Melvin Gordon Wisconsin 
RB James White 

WR Jeremy Gallon 


Wisconsin 

Michigan 
Ohio State 

Michigan 
OT Brett Van Sloten lowa 
OG Blake Treadwell Michigan State 
C Cole Pensick Nebraska 
OG Andrew Norwell Ohio State 
OT Jack Mewhort Ohio State 


WR Corey Brown 
TE Devin Funchess 


DEFENSE - Second Team 
DL Carl Davis lowa 
DL Frank Clark 

DL Michael Bennett 


Michigan 
Ohio State 
Ohio State 
Anthony Hitchens lowa 


Noah Spence 


James Morris lowa 
Michigan State 
Michigan 


Denicos Allen 
Blake Countess 
Stanley Jean-Baptiste Nebraska 


Mitch Ewald Indiana 
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BIG TEN LEADERS _ 


PASS EFFICIENCY G ATT CMP INT PCT. YDS TD EFF. 
1. Kenny Guiton, Ohio State 13.109 75. 2688 749 14 165.2 
2. Tre Roberson, Indiana 121 8 4 601 1128 15 158.9 
3. Braxton Miller, Ohio State 12.255 162,— 763.5 094 A 158.1 
4. Devin Gardner, Michi 12.345 2081S 60.3 296021 146.1 
5. Nate Sudfeld, Indiana 12.322 194 960.2 2523 142.0 
6. Nathan Scheelhaase. Illinois 12__ 43028713. 66.7 _—3272_— 21 140.7 
7. Joel Stave, Wisconsin 13__336__—-208_ 13S 61.9 2494 22 138.1 
8_Connor Michigan State 14 380-2236 5B 2755 221355 
9. Christian Hackenbera, Penn State 12__ 392-231 10S 5B = 295520 14.0 

10. Ron Kellogg Ill, Nebraska 10.134 ~=— 80 3859.7 919 6127.6 

RUSHING 6 ATT YDS AVG TO YDS/G 
1. Carlos Hyde, Ohio State 11 208 1521 73 15 138.3 
2. Ameer Abdullah, Nebraska 13 281 1690 6.0 9 130.0 
3. Melvin Gordon, Wisconsin 313 206 1609 78 12 123.8 
4. James White, Wisconsin 13 221 1444 6.5 13 11.1 
5. Tevin Coleman, Indiana 9 131 958 73 12 106.4 
6. Je Lanaford, Michigan State 4 292 1422 49 18 101.6 
7. David Cobb, Minnesota 13 237 1202 51 7 92.5 
8. Braxton Miller, Ohio State 12 {71 1068 62 12 89.0 
9. Zach Zwinak, Penn State 12 210 989 47 12 82.4 

10. Mark Weisman, lowa 1 227 75, 4: 75.0 


INTERCEPTIONS G NO. YDS TD AVG/G LONG 
Ri Allen, Purdue 12 6 42 0 27 0.50 
2. Blake Countess, Michigan 13 6 169 1 72 0.46 
3.C.C. Ariquzo, Northwestem 12 4 26 0 14 0.33 
Ibraheim Campbell, Northwestern 12 4 22 0 22 0.33 
5. Stanley Jean-Baptiste, Nebraska 13 4 134 1 43 .31 
Raymon Taylor, Michi 13 4 75 0 54 0.31 
C.J. Bai Ohio State 13 4 29 0 17 0.31 
James Morris, lowa 13 4 2 27 34 
Ciante Evans, Nebraska 13 4 27. 1 22 0.31 
jour Shelton, Wisconsin 13 4 10 0 10 0.31 
SCORING G 1D XPT FG =. 2XP. PTS ~~ PTS/G 
1, Carlos Ohio State i 18 0 0 0 108 9.8 
2. Jeff Budzien, Northwestern 12 0 23 35 0 104 87 
3. Jeremy Langford, Michigan State 14 19 tt] 0 0 114 8.14 
4, Tevin Coleman. Indian: 9 12 0 0 0 72 8. 
5. Drew Basil, Ohio State 14 it] 9 77 0 104 74 
6. Bi in Gibbons, igan 12 0 15 44 0 89 74 
7. Michael Geiger, Michigan 14 15 36 0 81 74 
8. Sam Ficken, Penn State 12 0 15 41 0 86 7.2 
9. James White, Wi: in 13 15 0 0 0 90 6.9 
10. Mitch Ewald, Indiana 12 0 9 56 0 83 6.9 


TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASS PLAYS TOT YDS/G PUNTING G NO, YOS LG AVG RECEIVING YDS/GAME G REC YDS 1D YDS/G 
1. Nathan Scheethaase, Illinois 12 271 3272 543 3543 295.2 _ 1. Cameron Johnston, Ohio State _13 49-2156 7144.0 -~—_1. Allen Robinson, Penn State 12__97_(1432__—«6__—*119.3 
2. Devin Gardner, Michigan 12 483 2960 510 3443 286.9 _ 2. Cody Webster, Purdue 12. -70_~—3047_—C73 435 Gallon, Michigan 13-89 «1373 = 9105.6 
3. Braxton Miller, Ohio State _12_ 1068 2094 426 3162 263.5 _ 3. Peter Mortell, Minneso’ 13__—-62_—sa2687__—«62_—«43.3'«_ 3. Cody Latimer, Indiana 12.72 ~-1096 = 991.3 
4. Christian Hackenberg, Penn State 12-68 2955 441 2887 240.6 _ 4. Mike Sadler, Michigan State 1476 3238369 42.5 ~_4. Jared Abbrederis, Wisconsin 1378 1081 _ 7 83: 
5. Nate Sudfeld, Indiana 12-34 2523 360 2489 207.4 _5.Sam Foltz, Nebraska 13712954 6441.6 . Steve Hull, Illinois f 
6. Connor Michigan State 1476 2755 449 2831 202.2 __ 6. Justin DuVemois, Illinois i151 2094 6641.1 ~_ 6. Kofi Hughes, Indiana 12. 47_—739 = 761.6 
7. Jake Rudock, lowa 13218 2383 413 2601 200.1 _7. Matt Wile, Michigan 13612476 6940.6 ~—_7. Quincy Enunwa, Nebraska 19051) 759125 57.8 
8, Joe! Stave, Wisconsin 13-24 2494 374 2470 190.0 _ 8. Erich Toth, Indiana 1252-21057 406 . Devin Fi Michi 49 748 6 57.5 
9. Trevor Siemian, Northwestem 12 332149 346 2182 181.8 _ 9. Connor Korbrath, lowa 13 65__—-2598 55 40.0 + _ 9. Christian Jones, Northwestem i254 668 $55.7 
10. Philip Nelson, Minnesota 12 364 1306 279 1670 139.2 10. Alex Butterworth, Penn State 12 51__ 2000 _66 39.2. 10. Core’ hio Stat 144, 63771 10S 55.1 


TEAM STATISTICS 


TOTALOFFENSE § G PLAYS YDS. AVG/P TD  YDS/G TOTAL DEFENSE G PLYS YDS. AVG. TD YDS/G KICKOFF RETURNS G6 RET YDS. 1D AVG. 
1. Ohio State 1410037167 7.1835 14.9 1. Michigan State 14873353140 20_—-252.2 1. Wisconsin 13 jy Pr | eno 
2. Indiana 12 928 6102 66 61 5085 2. lowa 13861304046 28 303.1 2. Purdue 12 4911292 ~~23.0 
3. Wisconsin 13912 6251 69 57 4808 3. Wisconsin 13839-3066 4.724 305.1 3. Ohio State 14 296 022.9 
4, Penn State 12 910 5198 57 43 433.2 4. Nebraska 13 926 4820 52 38 3708 4. Nebraska 13 4 9341 28 
5. Ilinois 12866 5120 59 43 4267 5. Michigan 13__ 912 4829°—=«5.3 37 —<971.5 5. Michigan 13 5111280 
6. Nebraska 13962 5361 5.6 49 ~—~<412.4 6. Minnesota 13858 485257 35 373.2 6. Minnesota 13 4088412. 
7.Northwestem 12 689 4795 54 31 3996 7. Ohio State 141000 5284 53 40 977.4 7. lowa 13 398570 
8. Michigan State 14 999 530754 46 —«385.5 8. Penn Stale 12__ 8644576 5.3 94 381.3 8. Northwestern 12 ae a ee 
9. lowa 13932 4901 «5.373770 9. Northwestern 12930508155 36 423.4 9. Indiana 12 5010520 21.0 
70. Michigan 13893 4855 54 48 9735 10. Purdue 12886 5519 6.2 55 459.9 10. Ilinois 12 521015 1 ~—+'19:5 
11. Minnesota 13853 4463—«45.2 8543.31. Ilinois 128675778 6.7 54 4815 11. Michigan State 14 18-345 SOG. 
12. Purdue 12 745 3395-46 21 +2829 12. Indiana 12940 633567 59 5279 12. Penn State 12 % 689 0 191 
SCORING OFFENSE G TD XP 2XP DXPFG SAF PTS AVG = SCORINGDEFENSE G TD XP 2XPDXPFGSAF PTS AVG PUNT RETURNS G RET YDS. 1D AVG. 
1. Ohio State 1487 80 2 0 9 2 637 455 1. Michigan State 14-21 20:0 ~=0 13-0 185 13.2 1. lowa 13 > Sey al Tans 
2. Indiana 1262 56 2 0 9 1 461 384 2. Wisconsin 1325 21 1 0 13 0 212 163 2. Indiana 12 10 180 
3. Wisconsin 13 59 67 0 0 14 0 459 348 3.lowa 1330 30 0 0 12 0 246 189 3. Mlinois 12 2 Saas 072 ae fon a0 
4. Michigan 1352 49 2 0 18 0 419 322 4, Minnesota 1396 31.0 0 14 0 289 222 4, Purdue 12 9 14 O 16 
5. Nebraska 1354 50 0 0 13 1 415 31.9 5. Ohio State 1442-36 1 0 9 O 317 226 5. Michigan State 14 en ie 
6. llinois 1245 40 4 0 12 1 356 207 6. Nebraska 1338 36 0 0 19 1 323 248 6. Minnesota 13 19 a 1em tl 89 
7. Michigan State__14_ 51 48 0 0 19 0 411 204 7. Penn State 1238 37 1 0 15 1 914 262 7. Ohio State 14 30243 81 
8. Penn State 1243 41 0 0 15 0 344 287 8. Michigan 1340 37 0 0 24 0 249 268 8. Penn Slate 12 a a 
9. lowa 1342 42 0 0 16 0 342 263 9. Northwestem 1240 35 1 0 16 0 325 27.1 9. Wisconsin 13 a a ye 
10. Norhwestem 12 35 35 0 0 23 0 314 262 10. {llinois 1255 52 0 0 13 2 425 354 10. Northwestem 12 9 64 0 74 
11. Minnesota 1342 96 2 0 14 0 934 257 11. Purdue 12 61 61 0 0 9 1 456 38.0 11. Michigan 13 | rt ar 63 
12. Purdue 1223 21,0 0 6 1 179 149 12. Indiana 12 63 61 0 0 9 0 466 388 12. Nebraska 13 23 7 0 30 
RUSHING OFFENSE  G ATT YDS AVG TD YDS/G | RUSHINGDEFENSE G NO. YDS, AVG. TD YDS/G — PUNTING G NO. YDS, AVG. RET AVG. NET/P 
1. Ohio State 14635 4921_—«6.8 453086 1. Michigan State __-14—«425—«1212,S 2.988 1. Purdue 12_73 3158 433 75 10 417 
2. Wisconsin 13557 9689 6.6 35 283.8 2. Wisconsin 18 414 1333 +232 8 1025 2. Ohio State 1449 2156 44.0 115 23 408 
3. Nebraska 13584280448 24 2157 3. Ohio State 14466 1532 ~=93.3 ~=«9~~—«*109.4 3. Michigan State 14 76 3233 425 120 16 386 
4, Indiana 12458 2422 53 25 201.8 4. lowa 13466 (1669 _~«236 ~~ ~SS«*12BA 4. Mlinois, 12_51 2094 41.1 117 23 38.0 
5. Minnesota 13586 2538 4.9 23 ~195.2 5. Michigan 13478 1822 38 14 140.2 5. Nebraska 1371 2054 41.6 121 1.7 97.9 
6. lowa 135572339 4.2 18 179.9 6. Penn State 12 4411728 «3.9 16 (144.0 6. lowa 1365 2598 40.0 103 16 375 
7. Penn State 12501 2088 42 22 174.0 7. Nebraska 13538 2030 38 21 156.2 7. Michigan 1362 2507 40.8 178 29 97.2 
8. Michigan State 14569 2433 «4.3 ~=«23~=—«d173.8 8. Minnesota 134532056 «4.5 «19 ~—~«*158.2 8. Minnesota 13 62 2687 433 271 44 37.0 
9. Northwestern 12507 2069 4.1 (16 ~‘172.4 9. Northwestern 124852012 —«4.1~—=«16~—=«*N67.7 9. Wisconsin 1353 2045 386 94 18 357 
10. Miinois 12 411 1668 4.1 20 1390 10. Purdue 12529-2825. «53 28 2354 10. Penn State 1255 2086 97.9 40 07 354 
11. Michi 13 498 1634-33 27 125.7 11. Indiana 12525 2853-54 95 +2078 11. Indiana 1254 2110 991 140 26 354 
12. Purdue 72319 805 25 6 67.1 12. Illinois 12513 2863 «5.6 29 2386 12. Northwestem 1270 2504 358 61 09 332 
PASS OFFENSE G ATT CMPINT PCT. YDS AVG TDYDS/G © PASSDEFENSE  G ATTCMP INT PCT. YDS AVG TD YDS/G | TURNOVERMARGIN G+FUM +INT TOT -FUM -INT-TOT MAR 
1. Indiana 12 470 279 14 59.4 3680 7.8 36 906.7 1. Michigan State_14 448 213.17 47.5 2319 52 12 165.6 {Michigan State 141178 BT 15 HS 
2. Ilinois 12 455 302 14 66.4 3452 7.6 23 2877  _2.lowa 13 395 217 13 54.9 2071 5.7 20 174.7  _ 2. Michi 199 17 26 8) A302 45 
3. Penn State 12 409 241 10 58.9 3110 7.6 21 259.2  _ 9. Wisconsin 13 425 207 9 534 2633 62 16 2025 3. Ohio State 4 68 16 24 10 9919 45 
4. Michigan 13395 237 13 60.0 3221 82 21 247.8 4. Nebraska 13 388 210 14 54.1 2790 7.2 17 2146  _4.Norhwestem 12 4 19 23 7 18 20 #3 
5. Norhwestem 12 982 241 13 63.1 2726 7.1 15 227.2  5.Minnesota 13 405 247 10 61.0 2796 6.9 16 2151 5. Minnesota 5 A 
6. Purdue 12 426 235 13 55.2 2590 6.115 2158  _ 6. Purdue 12 357 233 13 65.3 2694 7.5 27 2245 _ 6. Wisconsin 1% 1 9 2 4 15 19 +1 
7. Michigan State 14 430 248 7 57.7 2064 69 23 211.7  _7. Michigan 13434 243 17 56.0 3007 69 23 231.3 _7.lowa a as er ey a 
8. Ohio State 14 368 238 9 64.7 2646 7.7 98 203.4  8.PennStale 12 423 249 13 589 2848 6.7 18 2373 6 Purdue 12. 72 19..500 SQ MeO = <2 
9. Wisconsin 13955217 15 61.1 2562 7.2 22 197.1 9. Mlinois 12354 231 3 65.3 2915 82 25 2429 Penn State (i a i ee 

lowa 13 975 213 15 56.8 2562 68 19 197.1  10.Northwestem 12 445 266 19 59.8 3069 6.9 20 2558 10, Indiana 2107 17 mipmanigmoom —-3 
Ti, Nebraska 13378 218 13 57.7 2557 68.25 1967  11.OhioSlate 14 534 330 16 61.8 9752 7.0 31 268.0  _11. llinois a a ae 
12. Minnesota 13 267 137 7 51.3 1925 7.2 12 1481 12. Indiana 12415 253 7 61.0 3482 84 24 2902 12 Nebraska 3 4 14 18 16 18°20) -11 
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BY ARI WASSERMAN | Photo by Greg Bartram-USA TODAY Sports 


rban Meyer emerged from the same 

door he always passed through after 

Ohio State home games, the one 
through which he always smiled because the 
Buckeyes still hadn't lost a game during his 
tenure. They won again on that day, too, but 
Meyer was different. 

He walked slowly this time, avoiding eye 
contact with the stuffed room as he took 
five steps toward the awaiting podium. 
When he looked up, his face didn’t sport 
the expected mixed expression of joy and 
relief after Ohio State had narrowly beaten 


Wisconsin, 31-24. 

The dramatic win made Meyer 17-0 at 
Ohio State, but he smacked the podium 
multiple times as he delivered the news that 
safety Christian Bryant had broken his ankle 
on the game's second-to-last play and was 
done for the season. 

At the time, it seemed as if Meyer was 
simply displaying raw emotion and pain for 
a player he repeatedly said was one of the 
team’s most influential leaders. But there 
was more to it than that. 

“I knew deep in my heart when I saw his 


leg break against Wisconsin that there was 
a chance we wouldn't be able to go play 
for a national title,” Meyer said months 
later during a speaking engagement in 
Columbus. “But I thought we might be 
able to overcome it. We did not.” 

It was as if Meyer saw Ohio State's final 
two games of the season in that room that 
night, nearly three months in advance 
of two losses that cost the Buckeyes 
everything. They lost to Michigan State 
in the Big Ten Championship Game and to 
Clemson in the Orange Bowl, both in large 


78 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


part because of poor defensive performances. 

In those two losses, Ohio State gave up 
a combined 1,114 yards and 74 points. In the 
loss to Michigan State, the Buckeyes saw their 
national title hopes end and a 24-game winning 
streak snapped. When they lost to Clemson 
nearly a month later, they lost their credibility. 

“I slipped as far as demanding and 
teaching the culture we want,” Meyer said. 
“The culture we want is not playing scared, 
timid and soft.” 

Though losing Bryant — a player Meyer 
described as one of the best safeties in 
college football — was tough to overcome, 
Ohio State’s defensive issues ran much 
deeper than one star player's broken ankle. 

The losses created uncertainty among fans 
and the media about the defensive coaches, 
and many supporters wanted to see changes 
with co-defensive coordinators Luke Fickell 
and Everett Withers. Fickell is still on staff 
with the same position, but Withers took the 
head coaching job at James Madison. 

That gave Meyer the opportunity to hire 
former Arkansas defensive coordinator Chris 
Ash, who is trying to change the team’s 
defensive philosophy. Meyer, who sat in on 
more defensive meetings during the spring 
than he has ever done as head coach, has 
demanded faster play without worrying 
about making mistakes. 

Last year’s defensive deficiencies helped 
drive home the reality Meyer has become 
desperate to change — that national 
championship-caliber teams don’t have 
defenses that give up over 550 yards 


me 


Ohio State Buckeyes coach Urban Meyer during the second quarter 
against the Florida A&M Rattlers at Ohio Stadium in 2013. 
Photo by Andrew Weber-USA TODAY Sports 


and 37 points in championship and bowl games. 

“We know things have to be different this 
year,” senior cornerback Doran Grant said. 

Though Ash said his best quality is being 
the ultimate student of the game who’s 
willing to adapt to new ideas and strategies, 
perhaps the most important thing Meyer 
found in his new defensive coordinator was 
the emphasis he’s putting on aggressive play. 

“You play fast; you play with reckless 
abandon; you're physical; you throw your 
body around; you play without hesitation. 
There's no confusion; you know exactly what 
you're doing. You can react to your key and 
there's only one speed, and it’s full speed,” 
Ash said. 

“That's the way we've got to play.” 

If you ask Meyer, that’s the opposite of 
how Ohio State approached its defense last 
year. This season, expect to see that new, 
aggressive personality the most with the 
Buckeyes defensive backs. 

Ohio State lost Bryant, safety C.J. Barnett 
and star cornerback Bradley Roby after last 
season, but Ash and cornerbacks coach 
Kerry Coombs spent the spring having their 
cornerbacks getting used to pressing in the 
Buckeyes’ base defensive alignment. 

“It takes practice to play that way,” 
Coombs said. “Football is made up of a 
variety of different schemes. It’s not like you 
can just say, ‘Hey, go put those guys up on 
the line of scrimmage and go press: It’s the 
scheme and how everything fits together. 

“And I'm not blaming it on anybody, but 
that’s not what (we did last year). We did 


it at times, it just wasn’t our base concept. 
It was an adjustment. ... Now it is our base 
alignment. I don’t know if you've noticed, 
but every single snap of spring practice we 
lined up in press coverage.” 

By pressing, Ohio State’s defense now 
embodies the personality Meyer wants — 
an aggressive, physical unit that dictates 
the flow of the game. 

The Buckeyes still have some questions 
at linebacker and experience to gain in the 
secondary, but they'll rely on perhaps the 
deepest defensive front in the country to 
get them through any growing pains. 

Philosophy and strategy is one thing, 
having the raw materials to be a shutdown 
unit is another. Ohio State has that on the 
line with ends Noah Spence and Joey Bosa, 
and tackles Michael Bennett and Adolphus 
Washington. That's a formidable Scarlet and 
Gray wall. 

But the entire philosophical shift is because 
of one thing — the secondary cost Ohio State 
a shot at playing for a national title. 

“They read the paper, too, and if you're 
a prideful person, there’s two ways to handle 
that, right?” Coombs said. “You can turn tail 
and run, point the finger at somebody else 
and blame them. Or you can say, ‘I’m going 
to resolve this situation: 

“I think our kids are focused; I think 
they‘re energetic. I don’t think they're down 
in the dumps. I think they're playing their 
butts off, and I am excited to coach them. 

I think they've got a chip on their shoulder, 
and they should.” 
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NITTANY LIONS, TOP RECRUITS, 
PUT FAITH IN NEW COACH JAMES FRANKLIN 


BY RICH SCARCELLA | Photo by Matthew O’Haren-USA TODAY Sports 


have faced a lot of adversity as members 
of the Penn State football team. 

They endured the Jerry Sandusky child 
sex-abuse scandal, the firing of iconic coach 
Joe Paterno, the death of Paterno, and 
mammoth sanctions levied by the NCAA. 

“Whenever the sanctions hit (in July 
2012), we developed an us-against-the-world 
mentality,” said Hull, a linebacker. “We got 
real close-knit as a team. We said we were 
going to take this upon ourselves.” 

When James Franklin was hired in 


Mes Hull and his fellow fifth-year seniors 


January to succeed Bill O’Brien, he 

became the fourth head coach, including 
2011 interim Tom Bradley, for Hull and 

his classmates. They naturally had some 
trepidation about playing for and adjusting 
to Franklin and his coaching staff. 

“There was a wall there (between the 
players and the new staff),” Hull said, “but 
I think he is doing a great job. We've made 
a lot of progress.” 

Franklin made getting to know his players 
and building trust his primary goal during 
spring practice. By the beginning of May, 


he had met with every player in one-on-one 
sessions that lasted 20 to 25 minutes. 

Relationships were vital to Franklin's 
success during his three seasons as head 
coach at Vanderbilt, he said. 

“We're getting to know the players,” 
Franklin said. “I feel so much better about 
that now. I got to ask them about their 
backgrounds, their families, their recruiting 
process. I think they're excited about their 
position coaches and their schemes. I think 
we're in a really good place.” 

That includes recruiting ... especially 
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includes recruiting. 

Franklin and his assistants had less than 
a month in the 2014 recruiting season after 
being hired, but they got several Vanderbilt 
commits to flip and finished strongly. Penn 
State‘s 25-player class was ranked No. 24 by 
247Sports. 

Franklin was off to an even greater 
start with the Class of 2015. In early May, 
247Sports ranked the Nittany Lions’ class 
second behind Alabama, with 11 of their 
first 15 commitments rated with four stars. 

Penn State landed players who had 
received offers from such schools as 
Alabama, Florida State and Ohio State. 
Franklin, in a budding rivalry with Rutgers, 
publicly announced his intention to 
dominate the New Jersey recruiting scene. 

“With the positive and enthusiastic staff 
I have, we connect well with high school 
coaches and kids,” Franklin said. “Then we 
get them on our campus and the campus 
sells itself. There’s a buzz when you walk 
around campus. 

“We have world-class academics, big-time 
football, a caring and supportive community 
and the chance at early playing time. We 
have a lot of things to offer and to sell.” 

The stability and continuity of his Penn 
State staff also helped. Seven of Franklin's 
nine full-time assistant coaches came with 
him from Vanderbilt, and another had worked 
for Franklin earlier with the Commodores. 

“T want smart guys, loyal guys, guys who are 
passionate about kids and about the game of 
football,” he said. “I don’t want to be around 
the guy that is fussing, moaning and negative. 
I want a bunch of guys who are positive and 
enthusiastic about this opportunity. 

“Because we've attracted those types of 
people and created that kind of culture, 
we've been able to retain our coaching 
staff. I think we were the only staff in that 
other conference (SEC) that didn’t lose an 
assistant coach. We've really been able to hit 
the ground running.” 

Several Penn State players spoke highly 
about the attitude of the new staff, which is 
considerably younger than O'Brien's staff or 
Paterno’s staff. 

“T think it’s the intensity that we've taken 
to practice and in everything we do,” said 
quarterback Christian Hackenberg, when 
asked what the biggest change in the program 
has been. “He (Franklin) has brought a new 
mentality with competing and everything. 

“We've always had that mentality, but 
the energy that comes with it has been the 
biggest change.” 

Hull said there’s a clear difference 
between the 42-year-old Franklin and 
O'Brien, who worked together on Ralph 
Friedgen’s staff at Maryland in 2003-04. 


“Coach O’Brien was more of a pro-style 
coach,” Hull said. “As long as you took care 
of what you had to do on the field ... just 
keep your nose clean off the field and do 
what you have to do. 

“Coach Franklin really likes to be in 
control of everything. He likes to make sure 
guys are going to class every single day. He 
really puts an emphasis on education and 
what you do off the field. I think that’s the 
biggest difference. I think that’s what Penn 
State needs now.” 

Franklin, a native of Pennsylvania 
who played quarterback at Division II 
East Stroudsburg, has been an effective 
spokesman for Penn State. He seems to 
enjoy interacting with the public. 

He visited a State College grocery store 
one day in the spring to pick up some apples 
and left 90 minutes later after much hand- 
shaking and conversation. 

“A lot of people say they don’t care what 
other people think; I do,” Franklin said. 
“So when 45 people come up to say hi, 


I don’t want anyone to leave not having 
a really good impression about me, Penn 
State football or the university. 

“T want everybody that has an interaction 
with me or Penn State football to have 
a positive impression, even though 
I know that’s not always possible. That's 
my kind of personality. I want to leave 
a good impression on everybody. People are 
important to me and what people think is 
important to me.” 

That includes his players. To build a better 
relationship with them, he’s planning to do 
team-building events in the summer, such as 
paintball, bowling or dodgeball. 

“The guys have been great,” Franklin said. 

“This is a resilient group, as you guys can 
imagine. They've been through a lot during 
their careers here. As a result, they became 
really, really close as players. 

“Those guys had a wall up with me. 
Breaking down that wall and getting them 
to trust a new staff has been difficult, but 
that wall is down now.” 


Head coach James Franklin shakes hands with fans prior to 


the Blue-White spring game at Beaver Stadium. 
Photo by Matthew O’Haren-USA TODAY Sports 


FRANKLIN AT VANDY 


Vanderbilt had been to one bowl since 1983 when James Franklin took over. The Commodores 
also had gone just 1-15 in the SEC in the two seasons preceding his arrival. He was able to 


lead the program to a remarkable turnaround. 


YEAR OVERALL SEC 
2011 6-7 2-6 
2012 9-4 5-3 
2013 9-4 4-4 


BOWL 

LIBERTY (LOST TO CINCINNATI) 
MUSIC CITY (BEAT NC STATE) 
BBVA COMPASS (BEAT HOUSTON) 
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H VE SPARTA 
BRAGGING RIGHTS AGAIN IN BIG TEN 


BY STEVE GREENBERG | Photo by Mike Carter-USA TODAY Sports 


heir names loomed large. Linebackers in the league title game, and gloriously game week in Pasadena: Shilique the Freak. 
T= Bullough and Denicos Allen, and capped by a Rose Bowl victory over Stanford Bullough, Allen and Dennard are 

cornerback Darqueze Dennard, entered the © — well, that took a lot more than three gone, but the Spartans aren't a bad bet 
2013 season as the stars of a Michigan State guys to pull off. to maintain their No. 1 overall defensive 
defensive trio so strong and so decorated Along the way, defensive coordinator ranking in college football. 
that the Spartans were sure to be respected Pat Narduzzi became a coaching star, and One reason is that Narduzzi, who won the 
throughout the Big Ten and considered quarterback Connor Cook led a solid offense. | Broyles Award as the nation’s top assistant 
contenders for the conference title. And there was one other name that coach, stuck around in East Lansing. And 

The greatness that unfolded at MSU last rose to the top line of the marquee: another reason is that the Freak is back, too, 

season — punctuated with an exclamation Shilique Calhoun. after being selected the Big Ten Defensive 
point in a takedown of unbeaten Ohio State Or, as Narduzzi nicknamed him during Lineman of the Year. 
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The Spartans want to be one of the 
four teams to play in the new College 
Football Playoff, which replaces the Bowl 
Championship Series this year. And their 
hungry fan base can’t help but fly the 
Freak flag. 

“It hurts me,” Calhoun said about his new 
nickname. 

Hurts? Understand this about Calhoun, 
a 6-4, 257-pound junior defensive end who 
blends speed and power like few others in 
the country: One of the true keys to his 
rise to fame is that he doesn’t see himself 
as being better than anyone else. His 
motto — “Be humble or be humbled” — 
makes him the perfect leader of a defense 
that seems to never lose sight of its 
collective responsibility. 

“I know that they're talking about me,” he 
said, “but I’m not worried about being in the 
spotlight. There is no spotlight on this team, 
and I don’t want to be in the spotlight.” 

The spotlight couldn't have missed 
Calhoun early in 2013, his first season as a 
starter. In the second game, against USF, he 
scored touchdowns on a 4-yard fumble return 
and a 56-yard interception return, giving 
him three defensive scores for the season, 

a total that no defensive player in the 
country exceeded last season. 

Calhoun was a sudden sensation, but it 
didn’t affect his focus or preparation. He 
ended the season with 7.5 sacks and a team- 
high 34 quarterback hits, seven of them 
coming in a deeply satisfying 29-6 pounding 
of Michigan. It was the Spartans’ fifth victory 
over the hated Wolverines in six years. 

Later, in Pasadena, the spotlight was 
on Calhoun in the days leading up to 
a game that would feature the nation’s 
No. 1 defense going against Stanford's 
extraordinary offensive line. But on game 
day, the spotlight hardly found Calhoun at 
all; he had zero tackles until he shared in 
the one that famously ended matters on 
fourth-and-1 for the Cardinal late in the 
fourth quarter. 

The win was a thrill. The beating he took 
from Stanford's David Yankey and others — 
“top-notch guys who had great ability,” he 
calls them — was a comedown that Calhoun 
has no trouble discussing head-on. 

“I take criticism well,” he said. “I look 
at it as a way to improve, not just on the 
football field, but in the classroom, as a 
man, as a human being.” 

In Pasadena, Narduzzi called Calhoun 
“the first guy we've had in seven years at 
Michigan State who has the ability to beat 
a guy one-on-one all day.” Narduzzi spoke 
of recruiting Calhoun and marveling at his 
athleticism on the basketball court. 

“But did you know he’d be this tough? 
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No,” Narduzzi said. 

Calhoun recognized the reality, though: 
He wasn't yet tough enough to be the player 
he could be. He attacked the weight room 
throughout the offseason, adding size and 
strength to such an extent that he’s willing 
to step outside the humble zone to issue 
this declaration about 2014. 

“I want to shock people,” he said. 

Jack Conklin, a 6-6, 330-pound specimen 
at offensive tackle and the teammate who 
has gone head-to-head the most against 
Calhoun in practice, experienced the 
difference in the spring. 

“He's still really fast off the ball,” said 
Conklin, “but then you can’t forget how 
strong he is. He’s got a great bull rush. You 
can’t take him on like a regular speed rusher.’ 

Conklin says Nebraska end Randy 
Gregory, who led the Big Ten in sacks last 
season, is the fastest player he has faced. 
Conklin also puts former Stanford star Trent 
Murphy up there with the 2013 version of 


" 


= 


Calhoun as an overall talent. Yet Calhoun 
stands above all others. 

“You might find guys who are maybe 
a little faster or a little stronger,” Conklin 
says, “but he’s the best combination.” 

And his humility, well, it can take one by 
surprise. Calhoun realizes that Ohio State — 
even though the Spartans beat the Buckeyes 
last December and even though OSU must 
travel to East Lansing this November — is still 
perceived as existing on its own plane in the 
Big Ten. Do the Buckeyes have a talent edge 
over everybody else, the Spartans included? 

“I'm not saying they don't,” Calhoun said. 

“We may not have the best talent. We 
may not be the most talented team in the 
state, may not be the most talented in the 
country. But no one’s going to be better 
than us at working hard.” 

It may not be the most impassioned 
rallying cry, but it gets straight to the core 
of a player's, and a program’s, rise to the top 
line of the marquee. 


Shilique Calhoun is a menacing presence for offensive linemen. 
Photo by Mike Carter-USA TODAY Sports 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bill Cubit 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Champaign, Ill. 


2013: 
4-8, 1-7 Big Ten (5th, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Tim Beckman — At Illinois: 6-18, 2 years; 
overall: 27-34, 5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
18; 7 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Wes Lunt, RB Josh Ferguson, 

RB Donovonn Young, WR Geronimo Allison, 
WR Martize Barr, RG Ted Karras, 

OLB Mason Monheim, MLB T.J. Neal 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Though the Illini lost the Big Ten’s most 
prolific passer and three top receivers, the 
offense should be better. The winner of 
the three-way quarterback derby will have 
Ferguson and Young and four veteran line- 


men to work with. V’Angelo Bentley led the 
Big Ten in punt returns last year. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Illinois lost just three full-time regulars from 
its defense — but that defense ranked 
among the nation’s worst. That unit has an 
additional year of experience, but it needs to 
pair it with extra strength and speed. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Nathan Scheelhaase, WR Steve Hull, 

WR Spencer Harris, WR Miles Osei, RT Corey 
Lewis, DE Houston Bates, OLB Jonathan Brown 


OVERVIEW: 

The Illini believe they've upgraded their 
speed, strength and playmaking ability on 
defense, which is going to be crucial if 
they're going to claim their first bow! bid in 
Beckman’s three years at the helm. The 
schedule unfolds nicely with three winnable 
non-conference home games. If the Illini 
build enough confidence early, they might 
forget they’ve won just one of their past 22 
Big Ten games and make a run for the mid- 
dle of the West Division. 


ILLINOIS 


-IGHINGHEEINI 


For more coverage of the Fighting Illini, visit illinois.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Banks 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium: 60,670 


Upgraded Illini Destined For Improvement in 2014 


ith just one win in its last 
22 Big Ten games, it’s way 
too soon to claim Illinois 


has turned any corners. But in virtually 
every regard, the Illini made progress 
in 2013 and appear destined for more 
improvement this fall. 

Let’s start with the perception of 
third-year head coach Tim Beckman. 
During his first year at the helm, he 
was chastised for using tobacco on 
the sidelines and flagged twice in one 
game for sideline interference. And 
that doesn’t even address IIlinois’ 
inability to win a Big Ten game. More 
than a few Illinois fans wanted to 
know whether he could be launched 
after one year. 

In 2013, Beckman’s only controver- 
sial sideline episode came during the 
Ohio State game when he instigated an 
argument with offensive coordinator 
Bill Cubit; they had to be separated by 
assistants. In Beckman’s defense, he had 
a legitimate beef with a dicey Cubit call 
that required backup quarterback Reilly 
O'Toole, just inserted into the game 
for injured starter Nathan Scheelhaase, 
to throw from his own 5-yard line on 
third-and-14. 

O'Toole had no chance against a 
hungry Buckeyes defense and suffered 
a sack for a safety that ended what little 
chance Illinois had to win. 

As for Illinois’ overall performance, 
it’s instructive to look at how the team 
decreased the gap between it and the 
rest of the Big Ten. 

In 2012, the Illini went 0-8 and were 
outscored by an average of 23.4 points 
per game. In 2013, with a beefed-up 
schedule that included each of the 
league’s top four teams, the Illini picked 
up a win at Purdue and lost by an aver- 
age of 16.4 points per game. Again, it 
doesn’t count as turning a corner, but 


it’s also not the Illini turning the other 
cheek and accepting whippings week 
after week. 

Illinois made all of its progress on 
offense, where Cubit took the reins with 
a new group of assistants and trans- 
formed one of the nation’s worst units 
into a group that ranked 46th in total 
offense (426.7 yards per game) and 61st 
in scoring (29.7 points per game). 

Scheelhaase clicked with Cubit’s 
quick-read, quick-strike philosophies, 
developed into the Big Ten’s total 
offense champion and eclipsed Juice 
Williams as the school’s all-time leader 
in total yardage. 

On the other side of the ball, though, 
an inexperienced and under-talented 
defense wasn’t strong enough to shed 
blockers, fast enough to catch up to the 
ball or tough enough to tackle well. 

“We gave up too many big plays,” 
Beckman said. 

After watching the Illini finish 10th 
or 11th among Big Ten teams in the 
primary defensive categories and force 
just 11 turnovers all season, Illinois fans 
hoped Beckman would jettison coordi- 
nator Tim Banks and find a Cubit-like 
guru for the defense. Beckman opted to 
stay the course. He believes last year’s 
experiences will pay off in the years to 
come — on defense as well as every- 
where else. 

“T think we've improved,” Beckman 
said. “The maturity of this football team 
is just remarkable.” 

There’s one other category in which 
Beckman and his staff appear to be 
making headway: With in-state recruits. 

After not getting any of the best 
recruits in Illinois in February, Illinois 
picked up commits from three top 
in-state prospects for 2015 and pushed 
into good position with several more. 
Throw in the fact Oklahoma State 
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Mason Monheim 


Photo by Scott Boehm 


transfer quarterback Wes Lunt opted to 
return to his home state in the summer 
of 2013 to resume his career, and it ap- 
pears the staff has built some relation- 
ships crucial to future success. 


OFFENSE 


Illinois fans can’t wait to see what 
offensive coordinator Bill Cubit does 
with Oklahoma State transfer Wes Lunt. 
The 6-5 sophomore quarterback has the 
height, pedigree and arm that seem to 
mesh perfectly with Cubit’s preferences. 

There’s just one catch: Lunt isn’t 
guaranteed to be Illinois’ quarter- 
back for the Aug. 30 opener against 
Youngstown State. 

During spring ball, Cubit put Lunt, 
senior Reilly O'Toole and sophomore 
Aaron Bailey through identical audi- 
tions. Each received an equal amount of 
snaps with the first-string, second-string 
and third-string lines and receiving 


corps — and each guy brought a differ- 
ent strength to the competition. 

Lunt showcased his arm that Beckman 
called “as good as I’ve been around.” 

O’Toole managed the offense well. 
Bailey offered tastes of the remarkable 
athleticism that has Illini fans dream- 
ing of him being used as a runner and 
receiver, as well as a passer. 

Cubit and Beckman have postponed 
a decision until Camp Rantoul, though 
Beckman offered a hint. 

“Lunt and O'Toole are a little ahead 
of Bailey because they have experience,” 
Beckman said. 

Whoever wins the job will be operat- 
ing with an inexperienced group of re- 
ceivers. Junior college transfer Geroni- 
mo Allison, true freshman Mike Dudek 
(who showed up a semester early) and 
senior Martize Barr (26 catches, 246 
yards) are the likely starters. 

The 6-3, 185-pound Allison is the 


biggest and fastest target, while the 
5-11, 180-pound Dudek made acrobatic 
catches every week for Neuqua Valley 
(Il.) High School. 

Their inexperience will be offset by 
Illinois’ running backs and tight ends. 
Elusive running back Josh Ferguson 
benefits more from Cubit’s system than 
anyone. In addition to rushing for 5.5 
yards per carry and seven touchdowns 
last fall, he caught 50 passes and added 
four more scores. 

Senior tight ends Matt LaCosse (20 
catches, three touchdowns) and Jon Davis 
(25 catches, two TDs) are a terrific combo, 
though Davis struggles to stay healthy. 

Illinois retains four starters on its 
offensive line and is willing to shuffle 
around a few of its returnees in order to 
get the best five on the field. The Illini 
will enter fall camp with 2013 left guard 
Michael Heitz (who leads the team with 
31 career starts) at right tackle and 2013 


ORO e ee eee Ree OEE eee R HEHEHE EEE EEE EE HEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE EEEHEEEEEEEEEEEEESESHEEEEESEEEEEEEESEEEEEESES HEHEHE HEHEHE EREEEESEHHEEHEHEEHEEHEHHEHEEEHHESHSHEEEEHEE EEE EE 


Josh Ferguson 
Photo by Dennis Hubbard 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Wes Lunt So. Oklahoma State transfer in three-way battle for job. Reilly O'Toole, Sr. 
RB —_ Josh Ferguson* Jr. Cubit loves winding him up and letting him go. Donovonn Young, Sr. 
WR _ Geronimo Allison Jr. Big-play threat who's a big target. Justin Hardee, Jr. 
WR Martize Barr Sr. __ Top returning wideout (26 catches, 246 yards). Peter Bonahoom, Jr. 


WR Mike Dudek Fr. __ Early enrollee wowed everyone with crazy catches. Dionte Taylor, So. 

TE Matt LaCosse* Sr. Huge target (3 TDs) also fine blocker. Jon Davis, Sr.* 

LT Simon Cvijanovic* Sr. Leader started 22 games the last two seasons. Christian DiLauro, Fr. 
LG AlexHill* Sr. __ Started first 9 at center and last 3 at LG last year. Tony Durkin, Jr. 

C Joe Spencer So. _ Made one start at RG last year for injured Karras. Nick Allegretti, Fr. 
RG Teddy Karras* Jr Third-year starter could become standout. Chris O'Connor, dr. 
RT Michael Heitz* Sr. __ Leads active Illini with 31 career starts, Austin Schmidt, So. 
K Taylor Zalewski* Jr. Big leg needs a touch more consistency. David Reisner, So. 


“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS — STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


LEO DeJazz Woods Sr. New starter made big progress during spring. Dawuane Smoot, So. 
DT _ Austin Teitsma* Sr. __ Hulk improved his foot speed in offseason. Jarrod Clements, So. 
NT _ Teko Powell* Jr. Started last six games at nose. Jake Howe, Sr.* 

DE Kenny Nelson Jr. Coaches like his speed coming off the edge. Paul James Ill, Fr. 
LB Mason Monheim* Jr. After two years in middle, takes over Brown's role. Mike Svetina, Jr.” 

LB Td. Neal So. Beckman says he had best spring on the team. Ralph Cooper, Sr. 
STAR Earnest Thomas III* Sr. Moved up from safety and it’s a better fit. Eric Finney, Jr. 

CB Caleb Day So. Most productive defensive back in spring. Eaton Spence, Jr.* 
CB _V’Angelo Bentley* Jr. Shoulder limited his spring contact. Darius Mosely, So. 
SS__ Zane Petty* Sr__ Started final seven games at free safety (75 tackles). _ Clayton Fejedelem, Jr. 
FS _ Taylor Barton So. Had one INT in five starts at free safety. Jevaris Little, So. 

P Justin DuVernois* Sr. __ Locked in a battle to become a four-year starter. Ryan Frain, So. 
“Returning Starter 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 
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Jihad Ward Geronimo Allison Tytin Stone-Davis 
The nation’s No. 4 JC A Top100 JC prospect The country’s No. 8- 
defensive tackle and and the country’s No. rated JC receiver and 


No. 26 prospect overall. : 


13 receiver, the 6-3, 


No. 48 prospect over- 


according to 185-pound Allison all didn’t enroll early, 
247Sports Composite enrolled early and but he brings special 
can give the Illini locked down a starting athletic ability to an 


snaps as a strong run- i 


spot this coming fall for : 


Illini offense that 
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stuffing defensive tack- : the Illini. He will likely needed big-play 
le at 6-7, 280-pounds, : play X receiver but can punch. Redshirted 
but he also has the also be a playmaker last fall so he'll have 
quickness to make from the slot. He led three years of eligibil- 
plays as a defensive his conference with ity in Champaign. 
end, and should be 69 receptions for 872 
one of the conference's i yards and eight touch- 
top newcomers overall. : downs last season at 

lowa Western. 


Pos Ht Wt Stars Hometown 


Nick Allegretti OL 6-4 300 O©@© Frankfort Lincoln-Way East 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 11 center nationally... U.S. Army All-American... 
All-State... Made 125 career pancake blocks... As a senior, made 56 pancake blocks... 
Did not allow a quarterback sack in junior and senior seasons. 


Naitie 


Geronimo Allison WR 6-3 185 O@© — Tampa, FL lowa Western CC 
Rated No, 13 junior college receiver nationally by 247Sports Composite... Second- 
team NJCAA All-American... Helped team to NJCAA No. 2 national ranking... Had 69 
catches for 872 yards and eight touchdowns in 2013. 


Chayce Crouch QB 6-4 225 @@©@ _ Granville, OH Newark Catholic 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 27 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 39 player 
in Ohio... Two-time All-State... Led team to state championship game... As a senior, 
had 1,956 yards passing and 16 touchdowns... Had 600 yards rushing and 17 touch- 
downs... Had more than 4,700 career passing yards and 40 touchdowns. 


Peter Cvijanovic OL 6-6 280 O00 Concord Township, OH East Coast Prep 
Rated No. 6 prep schoo! offensive lineman nationally by 247Sports Composite... 
All-Ohio Special Mention in 2012. 


Matt Domer RB 5-11 199 O@@ Hazel Crest Mount Carmel 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 26 player in Illinois... All-State... Helped team to two 
consecutive state championships... Had 1,467 yards rushing and 16 touchdowns as a 
senior... Had seven receptions for 170 yards and one touchdown... As a junior, had 
1,380 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns, averaging 8.8 yards per carry. 


Mike Dudek WR 5-11 180 GOOG _ Naperville Neuqua Valley 
Rated No. 31 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 69 recep- 
tions for 1,384 yards and 19 touchdowns... Returned 21 kickoffs for 692 yards and two 
touchdowns... Had 894 yards receiving and scored 16 touchdowns as a junior... 
Scored five career touchdowns on kick returns. 


Joe Fotu DL 63 275 GOO — Sanleandro,CA Laney Community College 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 13 junior college defensive end nationally and No. 70 
player in California... Had 23 tackles, 2.5 sacks and one fumble recovered in 2013. 


Warren Central 


Jeff George QB 
Rated No. 97 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 26 player in Indiana by 
247Sports Composite... Led team to state championship... As a senior, completed 141 
of 277 passes for 1,854 yards... Son of former Illinois and NFL quarterback Jeff 
George. 


6-3 199 OO Indianapolis, IN 


Julian Hylton DB 6-0 1899 @@G@ Tinley Park Lincoln-Way North 
Rated No. 51 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 2,522 yards 
rushing and 32 touchdowns... Had 1,186 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns as a junior. 


ING 2014 Bee ee 


Committments 
Average Stars 


[- 


National Rank: 71 Big Ten: 14 
Every other Big Ten 
program missed on ra . 
offering the Chicago- SEP SPORTS COM POSITE 


area standout, who 
had 2,361 yards of 
total offense as a 
senior at Naperville 
(Ill.) Neuqua Valley 
High. Dudek enrolled 
early and firmed up 

a spot in the lllini’s 
receiver rotation. He'll 
be a constant on the 
stat sheet for the next 
few years at Illinois. 


2015 NEEDS: 


The Illini could take up to six offensive linemen in 
2015, as they'll lose three starters. Safety is a soft 
spot in the current defense and Illinois will try and 
shore that up with two guys that can make an instant 
impact the following season. 

By Steve Wiltfong 


Ht «Wt 


Chris James DB 5-11 18 Oo Orange, TX West Orange-Stark 
Had 58 tackles, one sack, three interceptions and returned a fumble for touchdown as 
a senior... Had 685 yards rushing and eight touchdowns... Had 17 receptions for 181 
yards and two touchdowns... Played in only two games in 2012 due to injury. 


Henry McGrew LB 6-3 235 @©@© Overland Park, KS Blue Valley 
Rated No. 14 player in Kansas by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped team to 
two consecutive state championships... As a senior, had 159 tackles (83 solo), 
3.5 sacks, two fumbles caused and scored two touchdowns... Had 109 tackles, five 
sacks, two fumbles caused and scored eight touchdowns as a junior. 


Tito Odenigho DL 6-3 275 OOO — Centerville, OH Centerville 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 68 defensive tackle nationally and No. 67 player in 
Ohio... Honorable mention All-State... Had 63 tackles and 11.5 sacks as a senior... 
As a junior, had 43 tackles and nine sacks. 


Carroll Phillips 1B 6-3 225 O©0 Miami, FL Copiah-Lincoln CC 
Originally signed with Cincinnati in 2012... 247Sports Composite ranked No. 14 junior 
college outside linebacker nationally... Had 50 tackles, including eight tackles for loss, 
four sacks, three passes broken up, one fumble recovered and one interception 
returned for touchdown in 2013. 


Austin Roberts 


Stars Hometown 


1B 6-2 220 O00 Rice Lake, WI Rice Lake 


Rated No. 15 player in Wisconsin by 247Sports Composite... All-State in 2012... 
Suffered torn ACL in third game of 2013 season... As a junior, had 152 tackles 
(97 solo), seven fumbles caused, two passes broken up, one interception, and one 
fumble recovered and returned 62 yards for touchdown. 


Tyrin Stone-Davis WR 6-3 195 ©@© Philadelphia, PA Pierce College (CA) 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 48 junior college player and No. 8 wide receiver 
nationally... Has three years eligibility remaining... In 2012, had 437 yards receiving 
and five touchdowns. 


Malik Turner WR 6-3 205 ©©@© = Springfield, IL Sacred Heart-Griffin 
Rated No. 55 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped team to 
state championship... Had 69 receptions for 1,378 yards and 22 touchdowns as a senior. 


Jihad Ward DL 6-7 280 GG© _ Philadelphia,PA Globe Tech (NY) 
Rated No. 2 junior college defensive tackle and No. 26 junior college player nationally 
by 247Sports Composite... Had 26 tackles, including three tackles for loss, and two 
sacks in 2013... In 2012, had 55 tackles and eight sacks. 


Tre Watson LB 6-2 240 GOO — Tampa, FL Tampa Catholic 
All-State... As a senior, had 164 tackles (96 solo), including 11.5 tackles for loss, 8.5 
sacks, six passes broken up, four fumbles recovered, two fumbles caused and one 
interception... Had 11 receptions for 192 yards... Had 161 tackles, including 25 tackles 
for loss, 16.5 sacks, six fumbles recovered, three fumbles caused, two punts blocked 
and one interception as a junior. 
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FIGHTING ILLINI SPRING ROSTER 


Hometown 


Geronimo Allison WR 185 Jt. Tampa, FL 


No, Name 
54 Zach Hirth 


LS 64 220 So, 


Hometown 


Eureka, MO 


Sean Arowolaju OB 195 So. Matteson 


95_ Jake Howe 


Aaron Bailey = QB 
Robbie Bain DL 


220 So. 


2 Bolingbrook — 
300_ So. 


Bolingbrook 


DL 6-3 300 Sr. 


McHenry 


6 Paul James Ill 


DL 6-4 240 Fr 


Miami, FL 


83 Trevor Kanteman 


TE 6-4 240 Fr. Woodland Hills, CA 


Martize Barr WR 195 Sr. _ Washington, DC 


69 Ted Karras 


OL 6-4 300 Jr 


Indianapolis, IN 


215 So. 
215 So. 
190 Jr 
200 Fr. 
250 Fr. 
320 Jr. 
200 Jr. 
290 Sr. 
185 Fr. 


Taylor Barton OB 
10 BJ.Bello LB 
2 V'Angelo Bentley DB 
16 Man Berg” B 
78 Harry Black 206 
55 Chris Boles OL 
29 Peter Bonahoom WR 
92 Abe Cajuste DOL 
81_ Kevin Carroll WR 
8 _ Dillan Cazley DB 
76 Jesse Chadwell OL 
23 Devin Church RB 
47 Tim Clary TE 6-1 


Jarrod Clements OL__6-3 


Ortando, FL 
New Lenox 
_ Cleveland, OH 
Sherman Oaks, CA 
Orlando, FL 
___Toledo, OH 
Arlington Heights — 
_ Miami, FL 
Champaign _ 
190 So. Charleston 
275 _ Fr. Clarkston, Ml 
185 So. _Southfield, MI 
245 Je Spring Grove _ 
285 So. Dayton, OH 
Ralph Cooper ss LB 6-1 230 Sr. Winnsboro, SC 
dames Crawford STAR 6-2 205 Fr. Deerfield, FL 
Chayce Crouch = QB 6-225 Fr. =~ Granville, OH 
Peter Cvjanovic _OL__6-6 280 _Fr. Concord Township, OH 
68 Simon Gvijanovic OL 6-6 310 St. _ Cleveland, OH 
3 Jon Davis TE 6-3 240 Sr. Lousiville, KY 
7 CalebDay OB S61 195 So. ——_—sHilliard, OH 
48 Henry Dickinson 
67 
26 


1B 6-4 230 J Memphis, TN 
Christian Ditauro OL 6-5 280 Fr. _—_ Uniontown, OH 
Cedric Doxy «WR 61 200 So, _Calumet City 
18 Mike Dudek WR ‘S11. 180_F Naperville 
28 JaylenDuniap = DB sG-1 175 So, = Chicago 
60 Tony Durkin OL 6-3 290 Jr Tinley Park 
18 JustinDuVernois P 6-1 190 Sr. Plantation, FL 
39 Nathan Echard LB 6-2 215 Fre, MO. 
20 Clayton Fejedelem 0B 6-1 190 Jr Lemont 
6 Josh Ferguson RB 5-10 195 Jr Naperville 
14 EricFinney = STAR 6-1 215 Jr. Riverside, CA_ 
75 Pat Flavin OL 6-7 300 Jr __lisle_ 
25 Kendrick Foster RB 5-9 195 Fr. Peoria 
DL 63 275 Jr. 


‘San Leandro, CA_ 
____PK/P 6-2 220 So. _ Indianapolis, IN 
WR 6-1 200 So. Urbana 
WR 5-11 190 Jn Springfield 
STAR 5-11 225 Jr. Bamberg, SC 
WR 6-1 195 Jr Cleveland, OH 
DB 6-0 175 F___LasVegas, NV_ 
Michael Heitz OL 65 305 Sr Vermont" 
AlexHill == OL G3 310 Sr. 


Kameron Fry 
Zach Grant 
Zepheniah Grimes 
Justin Hardee 
Samuel Harlib 


4 Darwyn Kelly 


DB 6-1 


200 Fr. Upper Marlboro, MD 


84_Kenny Knight 


TE 6-4 225 Jr 


Detroit, MI 


37_Davontay Kwaaning 


OB 5-11 185 Jr 


Chicago 


11 Matt LaCosse 


TE 66 245 Sr. 


Naperville 


15 _ Jevaris Little 


OB 6-1 185 So. _ St. Petersburg, FL 


29 Nelson Lugo 


_ STAR 5-11 200 So. 


Franklin Park 


12 Wes Lunt 


0B 6-5 215 So. 


Rochester 


56 Michael Martin 


LS 6-4 225 So. 


Champaign 


66 Scott McDowell 


OL 65 290 Jr. 


Hinsdale 


43 Mason Monheim 
24 Darius Mosely 


LB 61_235_ Jt 


DB 5-11 185 So, 


Orrville, OH 
O'Fallon 


16 Marchie Murdock 


WR 6-1 190 Fr 


Arlington, TX 


2 Ta. Neal 
58 Kenny Nelson 


1B 6-1 


235 So. 


McKeesport, PA 


OL 6-6 250 Jr 


Detroit, Mt 


31 Nick North 


DB 6-1 200 


Hollywood, FL 


30 James Nudera 


08 


230 Jr. 


Elmhurst 


73 Chris 0’Connor 
4 Reilly O'Toole 
21 Zane Petty 


Ol 65 25 Jr 


Tinley Park 


0B 64 220 SF 


Wheaton 


OB 6-1 200 Sr. 


Corning, CA 


31_Lestle Poole 


WR 5-11 185 Jr, 


Schaumburg 


93 Teko Powell 


DL__6-3_ 285 _ Jr 


Miami, FL 


38 David Reisner _ 
41_Brandon Roberts 


PK 6-0 185 So. 


DL 6-3 250 Fr. 


Kirk Roberts 
Austin Schmidt 


LEO 5-10 250__So._—Chicago_ 


OL 6-6 285 So. 


Galena, OH 


Conner Schmidt 


STAR 5-11 190 Fr. 


Lincoln 


91_Dawuane Smoot _ 
27 Eaton Spence _ 


LEO 6-3 250 So, 
6-0 185 Jn 


Groveport, OH 


Belle Glade, FL 


71 Joe Spencer 


6-4 300 So. 


34_ Mike Svetina 


6-2 235 Jr 


Brunswick, OH 


13. Dionte Taylor 
44 Austneitsma OL 


6-2 200 Sr. 


{6-0 180 So, _FL.Lauderdale, FL 


Glen Ellyn 


9 Earnest Thomas Ill 


STAR 6-2 210 Sr. 


Orchard Lake, MI 


30 Dennis Thurow 


DB 6-1 200 Fr. 


Naperville 


23 Cameron Tucker 


RB 58 200 


River Forest 


83 Brennen VanMieghem PK 


6-2 190 Sr. 


Metamora 


22 LaKeith Walls 


RB 6-2 210 So. 


Cleveland, OH 


35_Taylor White 


LB 5-11 230 So. 


Casey 


87_ Tyler White 


TE 6-5 245 So. 


Kalamazoo, MI 


80 Jeremey Whitlow 


WR 6-2 215 Jr. 


Cleveland, OH 


90 DeJazz Woods 


§_Donovonn Young _ 


Slidell, LA 
89 Dallas Hinkhouse TE 6-5 275 J. Clive, 1A 


17 Taylor Zalewski 


__1E0 


GS SS" Sr 
RB 6-0 220 Sr. 


__Tampa, FL 
Houston, TX 


PK 6-3 220) Jt 


Orland Park 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Vards TD Long Avo/G 
PASS N.Scheelhaase 12 140.7 287 430 13 3272 21 72 «272.7 
we “s R.0 6 i2e 16 1 141 1 29 (23.5 
- 
ip) S. Hull . 
RECEIVING J.Ferguson 12 50 535 107 
a S. Harris 12 39 328 84 
=} GP Att. Gain Loss Wet Avg TD Long Avg/G 
oO J. Ferguson 12) 141) 811 «= 32, 79.55 7 55 649 
— RUSHING D. Young 12 93 400 24 #376 40 3) 21), 53133 
> N.Scheelhaase 12 113 522 251 271 24 4 35 226 
O Tackles: J. Brown 119, E. Thomas Ill 101, M. Monheim 97 
za DEF. LEADERS Tackles for loss; J. Brown 15, H. Bates 12, T. Kynard 8 


Sacks: J. Brown 5, H. Bates 3.5, T. Kynard 2.5 


Interceptions: J. Brown 1, T, Barton 1, V. Bentley 1 


NOTEBOOK 


here are many reasons why Illinois’ defense 

rivaled Indiana’s as the worst in the Big Ten last 
season. One of the bigger ones? The defenders’ lack 
of experience. 

Of the 15 Illini who started games on defense last 
year, eight had never started a game in previous sea- 
sons and four had never suited up for a Division | game 
prior to 2013. Illinois was particularly precocious in the 
secondary, with freshmen and sophomores and junior 
college transfers trying to learn on the fly. 

“Were they ready last year? Not mentally,” said 
head coach Tim Beckman, who works with the cor- 
nerbacks, just as he did as an assistant for Ohio State. 

“We were playing a bunch of rookies. Even the 
essentials of learning the game: What types of routes 
you're going to get? As a coach, you don’t want to be 
in that situation, but you're teaching.” 

Beckman said the secondary has conquered most 
of the learning curve. He’s enamored with his quartet 
of corners in juniors V’Angelo Bentley (who didn’t 
have contact in the spring due to shoulder surgery) 
and Eaton Spence, and sophomores Caleb Day and 
Darius Mosley. 

“| do think these young DBs are very, very talented,” 
Beckman said. “They're understanding the game. 
That's exciting. That's what you've got to have.” 

e Offensive coordinator Bill Cubit brought a thick 
playbook to Illinois last year that featured a slew of 
trick plays. Among other things, the Illini tried three 
wide-receiver passes. Beckman expects Cubit to 
keep opponents on their toes again in 2014. “We 
haven’t even opened up all of Cubit’s playbook,” 
Beckman said. 

¢ One of Illinois’ biggest coups of the incoming 
recruiting class is 6-7, 280-pound defensive end 
Jihad Ward. Regarded as a three-star recruit, Ward 
picked Illinois and flipped to Virginia Tech briefly 
before signing with the Illini. 

Cubit, a Pennsylvania native, forged the relation- 
ship with the Philadelphia native, who attended Globe 
Tech in New York City. The Illini have him ticketed to 
play defensive end, although he's relatively new to 
the position. 

“He played wide receiver in high school,” Beckman 
said “| can't wait until he gets here. He's 6-7, 280 and 
he can run.” 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“West Lunt is a tremendous addition. It looks like 
he can make a significant impact right away. So 
| see them being pretty efficient on offense. It still 
looks like they're quite a ways away defensively. 
That's where their biggest challenge is going to be. 
Their line depth is a problem, on both sides of the 


ball, which is typical of a program trying to rebuild. 
“The schedule is much more manageable this 
year, so there's an opportunity for them to become 
bowl eligible. And just the fact that they're in the 
West Division, which should be the easier division 
this year, gives them a chance to qualify for a bowl.” 


— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Earnest Thomas Ill 
Photo by Steve Beyer 


center Alex Hill at left guard so sopho- 
more Joe Spencer can play center. 


DEFENSE 

The Illini finished last season 104th 
nationally in scoring defense (35.4 points 
per game) and 110th in total defense 
(481.5 yards per game) as their lineup 
didn’t have enough talent, strength or 
experience to slow down Big Ten foes. 

“We were not very good tacklers,” 
Beckman said. “We didn’t have as much 
speed as we'd like.” 

Beckman likes the gains his defend- 
ers made in the weight room and in the 
meeting room during the offseason, and 
the Illini have added speed by making a 
few moves. Among the changes: Strong 
safety Earnest Thomas, who finished 
second on the team last year with 101 
tackles, has moved up to the “Star” 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 22.6 
Rushing 171.7 
Passing 184.0 
Total 355.7 


167 
127.8 
168.8 
296.7 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
19.6 
123.9 
162.3 
286.2 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


32.1 
193.9 
193.7 
387.6 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


-6 - 0.46 -12 - 1.00 
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2012 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


linebacker spot. 

“Tt makes us faster,” Beckman said. 

“| think our whole defense is faster.” 

Though Illinois lost both of its start- 
ing defensive ends (Tim Kynard gradu- 
ated, while senior Houston Bates opted 
to use the fifth-year rule to transfer 
immediately to Louisiana Tech), the 
Illini have upgraded their speed there 
with junior Kenny Nelson, gray-shirted 
freshman Paul James and touted junior 
college transfer Jihad Ward. Senior de- 
fensive tackle Austin Teitsma drew raves 
during the spring for his improved feet. 

Outside linebacker Jonathan Brown 
graduated after three years as a premier 
playmaker, so junior Mason Monheim 
has shifted to Brown’s weakside spot 
after serving as the starting middle line- 
backer for the past two years. Sophomore 
TJ. Neal, initially ticketed as Brown’s re- 
placement, flipped to the middle during 
the spring and took to it right away. 

“He had the best spring out of any- 
body,” Beckman said. 

Illinois’ secondary remains the 
biggest question mark due to its lack 
of experience (there’s one senior on 
the two-deep) and its lack of produc- 
tion (two interceptions and no forced 
fumbles last season). But Beckman, who 
works directly with the cornerbacks, 
says he witnessed considerable improve- 
ment in the spring. 

True sophomore corner Caleb Day 
didn’t start last year, but he graded out 
the highest in the secondary during the 
spring. That gives him a chance to beat 
out returning starter Eaton Spence. 

Junior V’Angelo Bentley keeps his 
spot at the other corner, though true 
sophomore Darius Mosely made three 
starts last year and continues to gain 
playing time. Incumbents Zane Petty 
and Taylor Barton are the only safeties 
with experience. 


29.7 61 
139.0 1-92 
287.7 22 
426.7 46 


119 Scoring 

97 Rushing 

107 Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
35.4 104 
238.6 116 
242.9 81 
481.5 110 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
- 10 -0.8 1-112 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Josh Ferguson 

Bill Cubit’s offense is an ideal 
fit for Ferguson's skill sets. The 
5-10, 195-pound junior has 
excellent speed, but even bet- 
ter hands coming out of the 
backfield and wiggle when 
he’s in the open field. ... 
Ferguson rushed for a team- 
high 779 yards, 5.5 yards per 
carry, and seven touchdowns last year while ranking sec- 
ond on the squad with 50 catches for 535 yards and four 
TDs. ... Posted 100-yard rushing games last year against 
Nebraska, Purdue and Northwestern. 


EMERGING STAR 
LB T.J. Neal 


Redshirt sophomore posted 
38 tackles in a reserve role 
last season. ... The 6-1, 235- 
pound native of McKeesport, 
Pa., leaped into the starting 
middle linebacker job during 
the spring. ... Earned the 
team’s Most Improved 
Defender award during the 
spring and capped his showing with two tackles for 
loss in the spring game. ... He posted a season-high 
seven stops against Ohio State. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Geronimo Allison 

This 6-3, 185-pound junior 
college transfer enrolled in 
January and drew raves dur- 
ing spring ball for his speed, 
size and ability to control his | 
body to make remarkable 
catches. ... The Tampa, Fla., 
native snagged a team-high 
69 passes for 872 yards and 
eight TDs during his sophomore year for an lowa 
Western Community College squad that ranked No. 2 
in the nation. ... Rated the 13th-best JC receiver 
recruit in 247Sports’ Composite rankings. 


RESULTS 
4-8, 1-7 

W SOUTHERNILLINOIS 42-34 
Ww CINCINNATI 45-17 
L vs. Washington 24-34 
Ww MIAMI (OH) 50-14 
L at Nebraska 19-39 
L WISCONSIN 32-56 
L MICHIGAN STATE 3-42 
L at Penn State (OT) 17-24 
L at Indiana 35-52 
L OHIO STATE 35-60 
W at Purdue 20-16 
L NORTHWESTERN 34-37 
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Lunt Feeling Back 
At Home With UI 


ophomore quarterback Wes Lunt considers 
himself a homebody. 

“That's me,” Lunt said. “! definitely love 
spending time with my family. Any time | have a 
free weekend, | usually head home to catch up 
with my parents and brother and sister.” 

Home is Rochester, Ill., located just outside 
the state capitol of Springfield and 90 miles 
from Illinois’ Urbana-Champaign campus. But 
when Lunt opted to leave Oklahoma State in 
the spring of 2013, proximity to home wasn’t a 
primary concern. 

“After | met with (offensive coordinator Bill) 
Cubit and Coach (Tim) Beckman, Illinois was the 
best fit for me,” Lunt said. 

“When Coach Cubit and | first met, we talk- 
ed about all of the talented quarterbacks he’s 
coached and the pro-style offense he runs. It’s 
a lot of pressure on the quarterback, but that’s 
something a quarterback loves.” 

The 6-5, 215-pound Lunt committed to Okla- 
homa State in the summer of 2011, several 
months before he led Rochester High School to 
its second state title and Beckman replaced the 
fired Ron Zook at Illinois. 


: PROFILE | 


: 100-yard kick return against Southern 
? Illinois and a 67-yard punt return 

: for a score against Ohio State. He’ll 

: continue to be on both return teams, 
: with Caleb Day joining him on kicks 
: and Darius Mosely helping with 

? punts. 


\ 


® } ' 

~ d Z a 
' Wes Lunt ) 
Photo by Bradley Leeb-USA TODAY Sports 


Lunt considered the Illini seriously the first : 
time around, but it’s hard to second-guess his : 
decision to go with the Cowboys. He graduated : 
early and became OSU’s first true freshman : 
starter in at least 65 years. 

Then Lunt dislocated his kneecap in Game 3 : 


of the 2012 season. After missing three games, : 
Lunt suffered a concussion when he was : 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Illinois boasts a game-breaker in 
V’Angelo Bentley, who delivered a 


Senior punter Justin DuVernois has a 


: chance to be a four-year starter after av- 

: eraging 41.1 yards as a junior, but sopho- 
; more Ryan Frain enjoyed a big spring to 
: force their competition into the fall. 


Junior kicker Taylor Zalewski hasn't 


: been as automatic as others in the 

: league (he converted 11 of 15 attempts 
? from 41 yards and in). He’s facing heat 
: from sophomore walk-on David Reis- 

: ner, who began his career at Navy. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


There’s no such thing as an easy 


: schedule when you're Illinois, but its 

: 2014 slate is slanted in the right direc- 
? tion for a team looking for its first bowl 
: berth in three years. 


The non-conference schedule features 
home games against Western Kentucky 
and Texas State, as well as an FCS 
team (Youngstown State) that lost its 


: last three games a year ago. A game at 

: Washington is the toughie among the 

: non-conference foes. The Big Ten home 
: slate consists of Purdue, Minnesota, 


: Iowa and Penn State. 


slammed down after throwing a screen pass in : 
Week 7. By the time he was healthy again, Clint : 
Chelf had control of the quarterback job. : 

Lunt served as Illinois’ scout-team quarter- : 
back last fall before entering the race to replace ; 
four-year starter Nathan Scheelhaase. Lunt, se- 
nior Reilly O'Toole and sophomore Aaron Bailey ; 
received equal reps this spring as Cubit and : 
Beckman tried to make the evaluation process : 
as fair as possible. : 

“When you got your turn with the ones, you : 
really wanted to take advantage of it,” Lunt said. : 
“Those are the guys who are going to be on the : 
field in the fall.” : 

Beckman and Cubit declined to name a start- : 
er after spring ball and will carry the decision : 
into fall. But the team’s seniors might have given : 
away the favorite in April. Beckman split the se- : 
niors into two groups and empowered them to : 
draft the teams for the spring game. : 

Lunt was the first overall pick — by the team : 
co-piloted by O'Toole. : 


— Lindsey Willhite 
SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 YOUNGSTOWN STATE 8-4 
Sept.6 WESTERN KENTUCKY 8-4 
Sept.13 at Washington 9-4 
Sept. 20 TEXAS STATE 6-6 
Sept. 27 at Nebraska 9-4 
Oct. 4 PURDUE 1-11 
Oct. 11 at Wisconsin 9-4 
Oct. 25 MINNESOTA 8-5 
Nov. 1 at Ohio State 12-2 
Nov. 15 IOWA 8-5 
Nov. 22 PENN STATE 7-5 
Nov.29 at Northwestern 5-7 
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Uy ~» AKRON | ZIPS 
om. / 


»_ MACrank:4 Record: 5-7 


Sy 


Jani Cpisuo! 


“We need to create more big plays. 
We still lack that go-to guy, especially 
at wide receiver.” 

— Terry Bowden 


ZIPS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION; Akron, Ohio 

COACH: Terry Bowden — At Akron: 6-18, 2 years; overall: 
146-80-2, 20 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: A.). Milwee 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chuck Amato 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2005 
LAST BOWL: 2005, Motor City 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Kyle Pohl, RB Jawon Chisholm, 
WRL.T. Smith, WR Zach D'Orazio, NG Cody Grice, LB Justin March, 
LB CJ. Mizell 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Zips have improved under Bowden. 
The offense is a steady unit filled with returning starters, but it 
must stay away from turnovers. The three starting linebackers 
are an experienced and athletic group. The Zips have a chance 

to finish strong, closing the regular season against Buffalo, 
Massachusetts and Kent State. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offense still lacks a playmaker 
capable of putting any fear in defenses. Pohl took some positive 
strides late in his sophomore season, but he’s prone to throwing 
interceptions. The uncertainty in the kicking games doesn't bode 
well for an offense that averaged 20.2 points per game last season. 


OFFENSE 


Returning starter Kyle Pohl isn’t the ideal quar- 
terback for Terry Bowden, but he showed enough 
promise in the second half of last season after 
finally getting healthy from an ankle injury. 

Pohl’s biggest improvement has to come in 
limiting turnovers. He threw 14 touchdown passes 
and was intercepted 10 times as a sophomore. 

Senior running back Jawon Chisholm, who 
rushed for 869 yards and caught 27 passes for 211 
yards last season, doesn’t possess dazzling speed or 
moves. But the coaching staff likes the depth at the 
position, and holds hope that the three returning 


MAC record: 4-4 (T-3rd, East) 


starting offensive linemen mesh and avoid injuries 
to aid the running game. 

Bowden continually stresses the lack of an elite 
athlete on the roster, whether at running back or 
receiver, although the Zips have several skilled 
wide receivers. Three of last season’s top four 
receivers — Zach D’Orazio, Fransohn Bickley and 
L.T. Smith — return. 


DEFENSE 


Improvement came in small numbers last season. 
The Zips allowed 28.6 points and 397 yards per game, 
and generally played well enough in the second half 
of the season to spark hope for 2014. 

The defense doesn’t possess a premier game- 
changer, but former Ohio State recruit Se’Von 
Pittman is one to watch. He brings a new level of 
athleticism to the unit, but must shake off the rust 
from not playing in the past two seasons. 

The strength of Chuck Amato's defense is the 
linebacker trio of Jatavis Brown, Justin March and 
C.J. Mizell. All three are active and fast. Nose guard 
Cody Grice and end Nordly Capi are experienced 
players up front. 

After giving up several big plays last season, the 
secondary is the biggest concern, especially with free 
safety Anthony Holmes and Malachi Freeman gone. 
Bowden calls the back end of Akron’s defense the 
most in need of rapid improvement. 

Free safety Johnny Robinson and cornerback Bre’ 
Ford will be counted on to lead the secondary. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Punter Zach Paul had a good sophomore season, 
averaging 42.9 yards per attempt and finishing 30th 
in the country. Kicker Robert Stein took a major 
step back by converting just 56 percent of his at- 
tempts, forcing Bowden to open up the competition 
in the fall. The Zips sorely need someone to step up 
in the return game. 


OVERVIEW 


The Zips took a major leap forward in 
Bowden's second season, winning four of their last 
five games to serve notice to the rest of the confer- 
ence that progress was real. Previously, Arkon 
had posted three consecutive 1-11 seasons, and 
had not won more than five games in a season 
since 2005. 

The Zips are still in rebuilding mode, not 
possessing the type of playmakers to truly scare 
opponents. But Bowden has a returning starting 
quarterback and possibly the best defense in his 
three seasons at Akron, so the opportunity is there 
to take another step this season. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DE Se’Von Pittman: At 6-3 and 269 pounds, 
Pittman should make an immediate impact. 
Possessing all the tools to be successful at Akron, 


Pittman originally gave a verbal commitment to 
Michigan State before flipping to Ohio State. After 
redshirting at Ohio State, Pittman transferred to 
Akron and sat out last season. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RESULTS 


2013 RANKINGS 


Stadium: InfoCision Stadium (30,000) 


By Bob Narang 


OFFENSE 


QB 
RB 
WR 
WR 
WR 
TE 
LT 
LG 
c 
RG 
RT 


Kyle Pohl* 
Jawon Chisholm* 
LT. Smith* 

Zach D’Orazio* 
Fransohn Bickley* 
Anthony Ritossa 
Cedric Brittnum 
Dylan Brumbaugh 
Travis Switzer* 
Joe McNamara* 
Quaison Osborne 


DEFENSE 


DE 
OT 
NG 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
cB 
cB 
ss 
FS 


Alfonso Horner 
Keontae Hollis 
Cody Grice* 
Nordly Capi 
Justin March* 
CJ, Mizell 
Jatavis Brown* 
John Senter 
Donte Williams 
Bre’ Ford* 
Johnny Robinson* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 48 
Pp 38 


Robert Stein* 
Zach Paul* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 28 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct.11 
Oct.18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 1] 
Nov, 18 
Nov. 25 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


-2 


HOWARD 

at Penn State 
MARSHALL 

at Pittsburgh 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
MIAMI (OH) 

at Ohio 

at Ball State 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Buffalo 
MASSACHUSETTS 
at Kent State 


at UCF 
JAMES MADISON 


7-38 
35-33 
24-28 
30-35 
14-31 
3-43 
20-27 
24-17 
24-42 
16-7 
14-13 
31-29 


at Michigan 
LOUISIANA 


at Bowling Green 
OHIO 
at Northern Illinois 
at Miami (OH) 
BALL STATE 
KENT STATE 


at Massachusetts 
TOLEDO 


PER GAME RANK 
20.2 108 
122.6 106 

219.4 75 


342.0 106 


PER GAME RANK 
28.6 B 
164.1 63 

232.9 67 
397.0 59 


PER GAME RANK 
-0.2 T-14 
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INDIANA 


HOGSIERS 


For more coverage of the Hoosiers, visit indiana.2£47Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kevin Johns 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Knorr 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium: 49,225 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Bloomington, Ind. 


2013: 
5-7 overall, 3-5 Big Ten (4th, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Kevin Wilson — At Indiana and overall: 
10-26, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
18; 8 offense, 9 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Tre Roberson, QB Nate Sudfeld, 
WR Shane Wynn, RB Tevin Coleman, 
LB David Cooper, LB T.J. Simmons, 
SS Mark Murphy, CB Tim Bennett 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
Indiana's offense, consistently potent under 
Wilson, should be strong again this year. 


Roberson and Sudfeld give IU an experienced 
one-two punch at quarterback. Coleman 
promises to be one of the best backs in the 
Big Ten, especially running behind a solid OL. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Indiana, in recent years, has had the Big 
Ten’s worst defense. The Hoosiers hope a 
switch to a 3-4 scheme under new coordina- 
tor Brian Knorr, along with nine returning 
starters and the infusion of several promising 
young prospects, will improve the defense. 


KEY LOSSES: 
WR Cody Latimer, WR Kofi Hughes, 
TE Ted Bolser, S Greg Heban, K Mitch Ewald 


OVERVIEW: 

IU has 18 starters returning from last year’s 
5-7 team, which fell one victory short of 
qualifying for a bow! game. Once again, the 
offense should be potent, but the defense 
needs to improve if the Hoosiers are to play 
in their first bowl game since 2007. 
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Hoosiers Can Put Up Points, but Defense Must Step Up 


tatistics don’t always tell the com- 
Sm story, but they would appear 

to paint an accurate picture of 
Indiana’s challenge as the Hoosiers head 
into the 2014 season. 

Last season, Indiana ranked ninth 
nationally in total offense, 16th in scor- 
ing, 17th in passing and 30th in rushing. 
The defense finished 114th in scoring 
defense, 115th against the run, 118th 
vs. the pass and 120th in total defense. 

The Hoosiers had only one victory 
in coach Kevin Wilson’s first season, 
bumped that up to four wins the next 
year and then finished 5-7 last season, 
falling one game short of being bowl 
eligible. For IU to qualify for its first 
bowl game since 2007, the defense must 
show marked improvement. 

“T agree,” said senior cornerback 
Tim Bennett. “The defense has to up- 
hold its end of the bargain. Last year, 
we really didn’t do that. We have to 
step up as a defense and play with 
a chip on our shoulder.” 

Wilson brought in a new defensive 
coordinator, Brian Knorr, a proponent 
of the 3-4 scheme. When Knorr imple- 
mented the 3-4 at Wake Forest in 2011, 
the Demon Deacons improved in virtu- 
ally every defensive category. 

While Wilson says the Hoosiers will 
employ a multiple defense, using a 
mixture of the 3-4 and their old 4-3 
alignment, Bennett claims the play- 
ers like the new attacking style being 
taught by Knorr. 

“Now we pride ourselves on being 
more physical and having relentless 
pressure on the ball,” Bennett said. 
“Our effort has to be 10 times better.” 

With eight returning starters, Indi- 
ana’s offense figures to be potent again. 
But the hope is that this year, the de- 
fense will take more than a modest step 
forward, given its new multiple scheme, 
nine returning starters and several rising 


youngsters pushing the starters. 

“Our defense has been void of com- 
petition,” Wilson said. “I’m hoping 
with everyone back, and with some of 
our promising young players, we can 
really enhance the depth and the com- 
petition. The way it sets up, hopefully 
our defense will make some strides. 

“We've never looked at it as bowl 
or bust. Our goal is to be constantly 
improving. But a bowl game would be 
extremely strong for us. And something 
that’s almost a necessity as we're build- 
ing and branding.” 


OFFENSE 


In his three seasons with IU, Wilson’s 
offense has set 22 school records, in- 
cluding single-season marks for passing 
yards, total yards and points. 

This year’s offense would appear to 
have the weapons to keep on trucking. 

Like a year ago, the quarterback spot 
is shaping up to be a two-man opera- 
tion, with juniors Nate Sudfeld and 
Tre Roberson set to repeat their dynam- 
ic-duo act. 

Last season Sudfeld, a pro-style passer 
with a strong and accurate arm, threw 
for 2,523 yards and 21 touchdowns, 
with nine interceptions. Roberson, 

a good passer with excellent running 
and scrambling skills, threw for 1,128 
yards and 15 TDs, with four picks. He 
also ran 85 times for 423 yards and five 
scores. 

Sudfeld started eight games, Roberson 
four. 

Wilson likes his two-headed QB monster. 
“Yes, because their skill sets are dif- 
ferent,” he said. “I like the competition 

side of it. I respect them for keeping 
their egos in check. Together they help 
us win. What I see on a daily basis to- 
day is stronger than it was in the fall.” 

To balance the passing game, Indiana 
will have junior Tevin Coleman, one of 
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Tevin Coleman 


Photo by Steve Beyer 


the best backs in the Big Ten, running 
behind a veteran offensive line. 

Coleman (6-1, 210) rushed for 958 
yards and 12 touchdowns last season. An 
ankle injury that forced him to miss the 
last three games prevented him from eas- 
ily becoming a 1,000-yard rusher. 

“Tevin is a big back with home-run 
speed,” Wilson said. “He can play with 
a physical presence. If he can stay 
healthy, he can be one of the best backs 
in college.” 

The line returns six players with 
starting experience. The most athletic 
is left tackle Jason Spriggs; the best is 
center Collin Rahrig. And right guard 
Dan Feeney, sidelined with a foot injury 
last year, was a Freshman All-American 
in 2012. 

On paper, the only question is replac- 
ing wide receivers Cody Latimer and 
Kofi Hughes, as well as tight end Ted 
Bolser. They combined to catch 154 
passes for 2,155 yards and 22 touch- 


Nate Sudfeld 
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downs last year. 

The lone returning starter at wideout 
is talented senior Shane Wynn. The 
speedster has 133 career catches for 
1,490 yards and 17 scores. 

Help is expected from another 
experienced speedster, Nick Stoner, 
plus Mitchell Paige, Caleb Cornett and 
highly regarded freshman Dominque 
Booth. Also, Isaiah Roundtree has made 
a successful switch from running back 
to slot receiver. Freshman tight end Jor- 
dan Fuchs was impressive in the spring. 

“Wynn is a very dynamic player,” 
Wilson said. “Like Coleman and our 
quarterbacks, he’s one of the better 
players in the league. 

“We threw for 470 yards in our spring 
game. We’re stable enough now that 
the next guys can come in and we can 
weather that storm.” 


DEFENSE 


The coaches are hoping their new 


multiple defensive schemes will confuse 
opposing offenses, make it more dif- 
ficult to tell where blitzes are coming 
from and turn the players into aggres- 
sive ball-hawks. 

“Our three-man system will have a lot 
of four-man concepts,” Wilson said. “It 
will be very multiple. Having looked at 
our personnel, it fits the system. To say 
it truly fits, 1 don’t know. But it didn’t 
fit before. 

“The kids have embraced it. From 
what we've done in the spring, it’s been 
a strong improvement.” 

Wide receiver Shane Wynn admits that 
the IU offense had some difficulty in the 
spring reading the new alignments. 

“You can tell that this is a different 
defense,” Wynn said. “The new scheme 
has given them a swag on the field. 
They took it to us a couple of times.” 

Not only does the defense have nine 
returning starters, but 14 of the leading 
16 tacklers from a year ago return. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Nate Sudfeld* Jr. Apro-style passer with a strong, accurate arm. Tre Roberson, Jr. 

RB __Tevin Coleman* Jr. All-around back with speed and power. D'Angelo Roberts, Sr. 
WR Shane Wynn* Sr. Small but shifty, with game-breaking speed. Dominique Booth, Fr. 
WR Isaiah Roundtree Sr. A former running back who has good hands. Mitchell Paige, So. 
WR _ Nick Stoner Sr. A former track star with breakaway speed. Caleb Cornett, So, 
TE Danny Friend So. __ Special teams player last year as true freshman. Anthony Corsaro, Jr. 
LT _ Jason Spriggs* Jr. At 6-7, 307, most athletic, talented on line. Dimitric Camiel, So. 
LG Bernard Taylor* Sr. __ Three-year starter who's a good run blocker. Jacob Bailey, So. 

C Collin Rahrig’ Sr. Ahard-nosed player with a shot at NFL. Jake Reed, Jr. 

RG — Dan Feeney* So. Frosh All-American with strong work ethic. David Kaminski, Jr. 
RT _ Peyton Eckert* Jr. Solid overall, but a real good pass blocker. Ralston Evans, Jr. 

K Aaron Del Grosso Fr. Has strong leg but needs to show consistency. Griffin Oakes, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Bobby Richardson’ Sr. Four-year guy with good speed off the edge. Darius Latham, So. 
DT _Adarius Rayner Jr. Has great motor; coming off solid spring. Shawn Heffern, So. 
NG — Ralph Green Ill* So. __ All-Big Ten Freshman who is very physical. Nate Hoff, Fr. 
DE/LB_Nick Mangieri* Jr___Athletic; effective rushing or dropping back. David Kenney, So. 
LB Flo Hardin’ Sr. Experienced veteran with speed off the edge. Clyde Newton, So. 
LB TJ. Simmons* So. Likes to hit, coming off great freshman year. Kyle Kennedy, Jr. 
LB _ David Cooper* Sr. __ Leader of defense who led team in tackles. Marcus Oliver, So. 
CB Tim Bennett* Sr. Cover corner who led nation in pass breakups. Kenny Mullen, Sr. 
CB Michael Hunter* Jr. Improving, with good size and good hands. Rashard Fant, Fr. 
SS Mark Murphy* Sr. Senior, heady leader, always in right spot. Dawson Fletcher, Jr. 
FS Antonio Allen So. Showed great promise last year until injury. Brandon Grubbe, Sr. 
P Erich Toth* Jr___ Averaged 40.6 yards a punt last year. Nick Campos, So. 
*Returning Starter 
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Tommy Mister 

A high school quar- 
terback and the 
Chicago Catholic 
League Player of the 
Year out of St. Rita 
in 2013, the 6-0, 
210-pound Mister 
will have a chance 
to share the load 
with another Windy 
City standout in 
Tevin Coleman this 
season. Mister 
rushed for 1,767 
yards and 30 touch- 
downs as a senior. 


Dominique Booth 
The Indianapolis 

(Ind.) Pike standout 
and former Tennessee : 
pledge enrolled early 
and coming in at 
208-pounds, will be 
physically ready to 

play in the fall. 

A competitive player 
with strong hands, 
Booth is his high ; 
school’s record holder : 
for receptions (145), 
yards (1,851) and 
touchdowns (21). 


Tony Fields 
Indiana needs to bol- 
ster its secondary, 
and the Tallahassee 
(Fla.) Godby stand- 
out can come in and 
play safety or cor- 
nerback for the 
Hoosiers. Fields had 
71 tackles and four 
interceptions as 

a senior, and picked 
off 13 passes during 
his prep career. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Pos Ht Wt Stars Hometown 


Delroy Baker OL 66 27 oO°0 Ocala, FL Admiral Farragut Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 89 offensive tackle nationally... Did not play as a senior 
after transferring to Admiral Farragut. 


Mike Barwick, Jr. DL 6-0 ooo Cincinnati, OH — The Summit Country Day School 
Ranked No. 59 defensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All- 
State... As a senior, had 74 tackles, including 13 tackles for loss, 7.5 sacks and five 
fumbles recovered. 


Dominique Booth WR 6-1 208 ©&G6© Indianapolis Pike 
247Sports Composite rated No. 38 wide receiver nationally and No. 4 player in 
Indiana... Three-time All-Conference... Had 99 receptions for 1,266 yards and 16 
touchdowns in final two seasons. 


Nick Carovillano DL 64 24 @OG Cincinnati, OH St Xavier 
247Sports Composite rated No. 41 strongside defensive end nationally... As a senior, 
had 53 tackles, including 3.5 tackles for loss, nine sacks and one fumble caused. 


Donovan Clark DB 5-10 1745 GOO6O Fort Wayne South Side 
Ranked No. 12 player in Indiana by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 25 tackles, 
two interceptions and four passes broken up. 


Simmie Cobbs WR 64 210 OO6 Oak Park, IL 
247Sports Composite rated No. 39 player in Illinois... All-State. 


Oak Park and River Forest 


Jermane Conyers DL 63 29 ©@@ _ Rossville, GA Ridgeland 
247Sports Composite rated No. 83 defensive tackle nationally... Helped team to state 


championship game as a senior. 


Chris Covington 0B 62 265 OO Chicago, IL Al Raby 
Ranked No. 94 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite ... Had 1,993 yards passing 
and 26 touchdowns as a senior... Had 657 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns... Had 
six tackles for loss, three interceptions and one fumble caused. 


Will Dawkins DB Sl 15 O66 Vero Beach, FL Vero Beach 
247Sports Composite rated No. 80 player in Florida... As a senior, had 44 tackles 
(32 solo), five interceptions and six passes broken up. 


Zander Diamont §=0B 6&1 175 OO Los Angeles, CA 
Ranked No. 88 pio se quarterback nationally by 247Sports Composite... 
Offensive Player of the Year... Had 3,501 yards passing and 47 touchdowns as a senior. 


Tony Fields DB 5-11 210 OG — Tallahassee,AL Amos P. Godby 
247Sports Composite rated No. 85 cornerback nationally... Two-time All-State... As a 
senior, had 71 tackles (42 solo) and four interceptions. 


Jortan Fuchs Te 65 ooo Queens, NY Milford Academy 
Ranked No. 2 prep school tight end nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 19 
receptions for 170 yards and one touchdown in 2013... In 2012, in his first year play- 
ing football, had 15 receptions for 286 yards and five touchdowns. 


Tim Gartiner OL 65 32 O06 Indianapolis Milford Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 4 prep school offensive tackle nationally... All-State as 
a high school senior... Helped team to state championship. 
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Average Stars 
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Total Stars 
National Rank: 51 


2azsrorrs COMPOSITE 


Simmie Cobbs Big Ten: 8 
Will begin his Indiana 
career at receiver, but 


the 6-4, 210-pound 


Cobbs could play 
tight end, outside 2015 NEEDS: the Hoosiers head into 
linebacker or safety at the 2015 recruiting class looking for their next franchise 


the next level. A nice 
late flip from rival 
Purdue, Cobbs was 
under-recruited, 
mainly because he 
didn’t play as a junior 
after transferring. 
Very athletic with 
great size. 


quarterback, speed at the receiver position and an 
every-down tight end. On the defensive side of the ball 
the Hoosiers are young, but Kevin Wilson and company 
eye an edge rusher and help in the secondary. 

By Steve Wiltfong 


Pos Ht Wt Stars 


Greg Gooch 1B 62 265 606 Longwood, FL Lyman 
Ranked No. 39 inside linebacker nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 
77 tackles, including 26 tackles for loss, and seven sacks. 


J-Shun Haris, WR 58 175 O© Fishers Fishers 
247Sports Composite rated No. 33 REN in Indiana... All-State... Had 133 career 
receptions... Had 62 receptions for 1,027 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior... 
Returned 13 punts for 318 yards and two touchdowns. 


Hometown 


DeAndre Herron 65 326 O00 Avon lowa Westem CC 
All-Conference in 2013... In 2012, helped team to NJCAA national championship... 
All-State as a prep senior... Graded 82 percent on blocking assignments and made 
32 pancake blocks. 


Coray Keel WR 62 19 O00 Snellville, GA South Gwinnett 
Had 1,824 career yards receiving... Had 50 receptions for 658 yards and six touch- 
downs as a senior. 


Wesley Martin OL 63 28 GOO — West Millon, OH Milton-Union 
Ranked No. 80 offensive guard nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State... All- 
Region... All-Conference. 


Robert McCray, Il 1B 62 250 O© Rockdale, GA Rockdale County 
247Sports Composite rated No. 144 strongside defensive end nationally... As a senior, 
had 65 tackles (50 solo), and 12 sacks. 


Demian Meminger OL 6-4 270 O© Sparta, GA Hancock Central 


Ranked No. 143 strongside defensive end nationally by247Sports Composite... Had 32 
tackles, including 15 tackles for loss, and five sacks as a senior. 


Tommy Mister RB 6-0 «210 OOO Chicago, IL St Rita 
247Sports Composite rated No. 28 athlete nationally and No. 22 player in Illinois... 
Two-time All-State... Had 1,767 yards rushing and 30 touchdowns as a senior... Had 
1,408 yards passing and 11 touchdowns. 


Devine Redding RB 5-10 208 OOO Youngstown, OH Glenville 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 66 running back nationally and No. 54 player in 
Ohio... As a senior, had more than 650 all-purpose yards in his final seven games. 


Tegray Scales LB 26 oOO6O Cincinnati, OH Colerain 
Ranked No. 34 outside linebacker nationally and No. 24 player in Ohio... U.S. Army 
All-American... All-State... Had 102 tackles, 13 sacks, three fumbles caused and two 
interceptions as a senior. 


Zeke Walker DB 62 20 OO60 Columbia, SC Brookland-Cayce 
247Sports Composite rated No. 36 player in South Carolina... As a senior, helped team 
to first winning season since 2003. 


Kiante Walton DB 60 20 O06 Columbus, GA — George Washington Carver 
As a senior, had 47 tackles, five interceptions, including one returned for touchdown, 
and one fumble caused... Returned one kickoff and one punt for touchdowns. 


Dameon Willis 1B 61 210 OO0 Cleveland, OH Saint Ignatius 
Ranked No. 70 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 75 tackles (60), 
including eight tackles for loss, two sacks, six interceptions and three fumbles caused. 
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HOOSIERS SPRING ROSTER 


No, Name Pos. Ht Wt Cl. 
40 Antonio Allen 


Hometown 


Indianapolis 


No, Name 


Nate Hoff 


15 Ben Bach 
70 Jacob Bailey 


__ Wheaton, IL 


Michael Hunter 


Carmel 


71 Delroy Baker 


Ocala, FL 


Simeon Ikudabo 
Jordan Jackson 


Trafalgar 


60 Danny Banks 


Terre Haute 


Arthur Jones Washington, DC 


61 Dylan Banks 


Terre Haute 


Ricky Jones ra Sarasota, FL 


24 Tim Bennett 


Columbus, GA 


David Kaminski "Strongsville, OH 


31 Andre Booker WR 


Chesterfield, MO 


3 Dominique Booth WR 


Indianapolis 


9 Nate Boudreau QB 


Naperville, IL 


18 Tyler Brady Ss 


. Prospect Heights, IL 


Indianapolis 


Indianapolis 


Indianapolis. 


25 Kray'Shawn Brewer WR 


Indianapolis 


52 Tyler Burgett LB 


Sarasota, FL 


79 Devon Butler OL 


Elkhart 


77 Dimitric Camiel OT 


Houston, TX 


Matt Marencik 


93 Nick Campos P 


\$/$|$)/ 2) S)8)8)*\5\§ 


Wheaton, IL 


Max Matthews 


6 Tevin Coleman RB 


Tinley Park, IL 


42 David Cooper \B Sr. 


Lilbum, GA 


85 Michael Cooper TE 


Jr.__The Woodlands, TX 


92 Christopher Cormier DT Sr. = 


New Iberia, LA 


82 Caleb Cornett WR So, 


_Indianapois 


88 Anthony Corsaro TE 
94 Sean Damaska TE 


“ndianapots 


Chandler Miller 
Kenny Mullen 
Mark Murphy 
Ciyde Newton 
Griffin Oakes 
Marcus Oliver 


Noel Padmore 


a 


28 Anthony Davis RB 


Mitchell Paige 


8 Kevin Davis wR 


90 Aaron DelGrosso K 


Josh Pericht 
Colin ari 


Orland Park, IL 
South Bend 


12 Zander Diamont QB 


Los Angeles, CA 


sella 


81 Matt Dooley Ls 


Phoenix, AZ 


Columbus 


58 Patrick Dougherty DT 


Aurora, OH 


Mike Replogle ~ Centerville, OH 


31 Derek Driver DB 


Bloomington 


Bobby Richardson Tampa, FL 


24 Danny Dunn WR 


Carmel 


z\=\z|2/¢|2)3/¢\5/¢)$ 


30 Chase Dutra $ 


Brownsburg 


59 Peyton Eckert oT 


Jt. Arlington Heights, IL 


Tre Roberson 
D'Angelo Roberts 
Wes Rogers 


Indianapolis 
Bloomington 
Indianapolis 


8) 8/7 |G) /S/B/2/3/S/ 7S) 8/S/S/8/Sls 


96 Christian Englum TE So. 


Indianapolis 


— 


Isaiah Roundtree 


62 Ralston Evans oT Jr. 


Indianapolis 


16 Rashard Fant cB 


Atlanta, GA 


"18 


67 Dan Feeney OL 


Orland Park, IL 


—_ 


259 Dawson Fletcher S 


West Chester, OH 


84 Danny Friend TE 


Morris, IL 


81 JordanFuchs ‘TE 


Queens, NY 


‘a S/SISINIBIBEBIR BIRR EEING 


27 Steven Funderburk LB 


Port St. Lucia, FL 


Bloomington 


57 TimGardner OL 


Indianapolis 


Elkhart 


38 Damon Graham WR 
36 Myles Graham RB 


Greenwood 


Modesto, CA 


93 Ralph Green Ill oT 


San Antonio, ™ 


Detroit, MI 


17 Isaac Griffith WR 6-0 194 


Fort Wayne 


South Bend 


43 Brandon Grubbe S 5-11 205 


Lowell 


Indianapolis 


4 Forisse Hardin WB 61 230 


Louisville, KY 


Chandler Watson Severna Park, MD 


53 Shawn Heffern DE 6-6 264 


Carmel 


Garrett Welch Zionsville 


97 JordanHeiderman DT 6-3 290 


Norfolk, NE 


Lorreil Williams Bloomington 


74 DeAndre Herron OL 6-5 326 


Avon 


Columbus 


36 Bobby Hess RB 6-0 183 


Geneva, IL 


elelaiels\slelelsiel\s|/aleiz|>|a els/e/e): 


Shane Wynn Cleveland, OH 


N. Sudfeld 
oe PASSING TR oberso 
<x 
5 C. Latimer 

RECEIVING K. Hughes 
— | S. Wynn 
=< 
a T. Coleman 
— RUSHING S, Houston 
> T. Roberson 
QO 
2 DEF. LEADERS 


GP Effic Cmp Att 


12 142.00 


194 322 


Tackles: D. Cooper 85, M. Murphy 84, G. Heban 82 
Tackles for loss: J. Laihinen 7, D. Cooper 6, N. Mangieri 6 
Sacks: J, Laihinen 4,5, N. Mangieri 3, D. Cooper 2.5 


Interceptions: G. Heban 3, M. Murphy 1, T. Bennett 1, M. Hunter 1, N. Mangieri 1 


NOTEBOOK 


oach Kevin Wilson added three newcomers to 

his staff following the 2013 season. 

Brian Knorr replaces Doug Mallory as the defen- 
sive coordinator; Noah Joseph coaches the safeties 
and assumes the role as defensive recruiting coordi- 
nator; and former Hoosier player Larry McDaniel is 
the new defensive line coach. 

Knorr, a former head coach at Ohio University and 
assistant coach at Air Force, Ohio and Wake Forest, 
also will coach the defensive ends and outside line- 
backers at IU. Knorr’s most recent stop was at Wake 
Forest (2008-13), where he served as defensive 
coordinator the past three seasons. 

Joseph comes to Indiana after coaching the safe- 
ties and serving as recruiting coordinator the past two 
seasons at North Texas. His previous stops as an 
assistant were at Montana State and Eastern Illinois. 

McDaniel, a four-year starter (1989-92) and a 
senior captain for the Hoosiers, was the defensive line 
coach at Bowling Green the past three seasons. 
McDaniel previously coached at Kent State, Ball State 
and Southwest Missouri State. 

e Indiana's past two recruiting classes are consid- 
ered the best ever at IU. Both classes were ranked 
among the Top 40 nationally, unheard of at IU. 

The Hoosiers' 2013 class, which included five 
four-star and 13 three-star prospects, was rated 38th 
nationally by Rivals.com and 42nd by 247Sports and 
fourth in the Big Ten by Rivals, behind only Ohio State, 
Michigan and Nebraska. 

This year’s class, with two four-star and 16 three- 
star recruits, was rated 37th in the nation by Rivals 
and seventh in the expanded Big Ten, which 
welcomes Maryland and Rutgers this season. 

The highest rated prospects are wide receiver 
Dominique Booth and offensive lineman Tim 
Gardner. Booth, who picked IU over Tennessee, had 
multiple offers, including from Alabama, Florida State, 
Texas A&M and Big Ten rivals Michigan State, 
Wisconsin and lowa. 

The seven four-star recruits signed the past two years 
ties Wisconsin among Big Ten programs and are two 
fewer than Michigan State, Nebraska and Penn State. 

Among the 10 Big Ten schools (not counting front- 
runners Ohio State and Michigan) with fewer than 10 
four-star signees the past two recruiting seasons, the 
Hoosiers’ 29 three-star prospects trail only Nebraska's 33. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“You watch them practice, they're very good 
offensively. They're creative; they're explosive. 
They've got two very good quarterbacks who will 
play, like last year. | think Nate Sudfeld is the guy. 
He can really fling it. But Tre Roberson is very good 
too. | think Kevin Wilson has done a very good job 
making that work. 

“A major change on defense, going from a 
four-man front to a three-man front. The chal- 
lenge doing that is that it creates more pressure 
on the line. Now they’ve gone to a scheme 
where the three linemen need to have a better 
skill set. This is a major move. The advantage of 
the three-man front, with four linebackers, is the 
offense never knows which of the linebackers 
are rushing. Indiana is more talented at line- 
backer than up front.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Three of last season’s starting front 
four return in end Nick Mangieri and 
tackles Bobby Richardson and Ralph 
Green III — although Richardson cur- 
rently is listed as an end and Green will 
be at nose guard when IU lines up in 
the 3-4. 

Plus, two of last year’s heralded 
four-star freshmen, Darius Latham and 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 21.4 101 
Rushing 161.0 53 
Passing 199.4 80 
Total 360.4 83 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


30.8 
130.8 
311.2 
442.0 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
37.3 114 
243.7 118 
215.0 47 


458.7 109 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


35.3 
231.3 
232.2 
463.5 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


or - 0.17 78 -3 - 0.25 
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2012 RANKINGS 
PERGAME RANK 


PERGAME RANK 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


David Kenney, are competing for start- 
ing spots at end. 

All three starting linebackers — David 
Cooper, T.J. Simmons and Forisse “Flo” 
Hardin — are back. Wilson believes 
that Simmons, who started every game 
last year at middle linebacker, and two 
other linebackers from last year’s fresh- 
man class, Marcus Oliver and Clyde 
Newton, are bound for stardom. 

“Marcus Oliver, TJ. Simmons and 
Clyde Newton probably have been as im- 
pressive as Latham and Kenney,” Wilson 
said. “The guy who might be the best of 
all is Marcus Oliver. He’s very smart, very 
mature and very consistent.” 

The secondary will be a mix of veter- 
ans and promising youngsters. 

Cornerback Tim Bennett and Michael 
Hunter return at the corners, and Mark 
Murphy is back at strong safety. Bennett 
made the switch from safety to corner 
last season and led the nation with 
20 pass breakups. 

The fourth starter is another four-star 
member of last year’s freshman class, 
free safety Antonio Allen. A ferocious 
hitter, Allen was impressive until suffer- 
ing a season-ending knee injury in the 
seventh game. 

Two other up-and-coming recruits, 
redshirt freshmen Rashard Fant and 
Chase Dutra, figure to get a lot of play- 
ing time. 

“Our defense has a chance to really take 
off,” Wilson said. “This spring, our defense 
improved. And that needed to happen.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The biggest concern is replacing 
kicker Mitch Ewald, the program’s 
all-time leader in field goals, field goal 
percentage and extra points. A four-year 
kicker, he finished second all-time with 
320 points. For his career, Ewald made 
53 of 66 field goals (80.3 percent) and 
161 of 162 extra points. 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
38.4 
201.8 
306.7 
508.5 


51 Scoring 
94 Rushing 
17 Passing 
34 Total 


DEFENSE 
104 Scoring 
116 Rushing 
60 Passing 
103 Total 


PERGAME RANK 
38.8 114 
237.8 115 
290.2 118 
527.9 120 


10 MARGIN PER GAME 
7% | -3 -0.3 


RANK 
T-79 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Tevin Coleman 

Good-sized (6-1, 210) back 
who has excellent speed but 
also runs with power. ... If not 
for an ankle injury last season, 
he would have been a 1,000- 
yard rusher as a sophomore. 
.» Started first nine games 
before missing the final three 
with the injury. ... Tied for sec- 
ond in the Big Ten (and tied for 14th nationally) in yards 
per attempt at 7.3. ... Figures to be one of the top backs 
in the Big Ten, and possibly the nation. 


EMERGING STAR 


FS Antonio Allen 

One of the top recruits in 
Indiana's highly regarded 2013 
class. ... A fierce hitter who 
was coming on strong until 
suffering a season-ending 
knee injury in the seventh 
game at Michigan, where he 
made his first start. ... In the 
seven games in which he saw 
action, he finished with 35 tackles, including 24 solos. ... 
Looked good in somewhat limited action in the spring 
and appears ready to be a difference-maker this season. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB Rashard Fant 

Another one of the top pros- 
pects in the Hoosiers’ 2013 
recruiting class, he was rated 
the No. 14 athlete nationally 
and No. 147 overall by ESPN. 
... Redshirted last season so 
he could get bigger and stron- 
ger, and so far he’s upped his 
weight from 161 to 175. ... 
Looked impressive in spring workouts and in the spring 
game, where he was one of the leading tacklers with an 
interception and a pass breakup. 


RESULTS 
5-7, 3-5 
INDIANA STATE 
NAVY 
BOWLING GREEN 
MISSOURI 
PENN STATE 


WwW 73-35 
L 

WwW 

L 

Ww 

L at Michigan State 
L 

L 

Ww 

L 

L 

Ww 


35-41 
42-10 
28-45 
44-24 
28-42 
47-63 
39-42 
52-35 

3-51 
14-42 
56-36 


at Michigan 
MINNESOTA 
ILLINOIS 
at Wisconsin 
at Ohio State 
PURDUE 
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At 5-7, Senior Has 
Big Heart, Speed 


Fm Shane Wynn doesn’t have to fight an 
uphill battle. 

Despite a stellar high school career, Wynn’s 
diminutive size scared off many college recruit- 
ers. But now, as he heads into his senior season 
at Indiana as a wide receiver and return special- 
ist, Wynn knows he’s a proven commodity. 

“Size always scares recruits away,” said 
Wynn, at 5-7, 167, still one of the smallest play- 
ers in major college football. “I just took that and 
worked hard every single day.” 

While many recruiters did shy away from 
him, Wynn still ended up with some attractive 
offers, including from Ohio State, USC, Oregon 
and Clemson. 

So, why Indiana? 

“When | visited here, it just felt like home,” 
he said. “The players here weren't like any- 
where else. They took the time to kick it with 
me, show me around. Other schools didn’t do 
that. You didn’t kick it with the whole team, 
maybe only one or two players. Here, they took 
me in like family.” 

Wynn played for coach Ted Ginn Sr. at 
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: Ewald was, with the consistency?” Wil- 
: son asked. “It will be all about a young 
? guy maturing.” 


‘ 
‘ 


| , : 
_¢#{ Shane Wynn 
\. Photo by Mike Carter-USA TODAY Sports 


Cleveland’s Glenville High School, one of the na- : 


tion’s top prep programs. He credits that experi- ; Doth conference newcomers — Maryland 
: at home and Rutgers on the road. 


ence for not letting his lack of size get him down. : 

“| was confident because | played Division | : year but has six this season. 
football at Glenville,” Wynn said. “We played : 
teams that were ranked in the nation. | felt like if schedule is at least consistently seven 
| can make it against them, | can make it in the : 
college game. | was the one working hard every 4 


day, giving it all | had. At Glenville, they never let : 


you say that you couldn’t do something.” 


At Glenville, Wynn was a member of two state 
champion relay teams in track. But he chose : 
not to compete in that sport at IU. He wanted to : 
spend extra time in the weight room getting big- : 
ger and stronger, and because he had suffered : 


hamstring injuries in track. 
His concentration on football has paid off. 


The past two seasons, Wynn has caught 114 : 
passes for 1,293 yards and 17 touchdowns. He : 
also has one career kickoff return and one punt ; 


return for scores. 


As one might expect, Wynn makes up for his 


lack of size with speed and quickness. 


As a high school senior, he ran the 100-yard 
dash in 10.57 seconds, and he’s been timed at : 


4.34 seconds in the 40-yard dash at IU. 


“Once I’m past a defender,” he said, “I can’t : 


get caught.” 


His replacement figures to be redshirt 
freshman Aaron Del Grosso. 

“Aaron’s leg is stronger than Ewald’s 
leg, but will he be the performer that 


Punter Erich Toth returns after averag- 


: ing 40.6 yards on 52 punts last season. 


The return game should be solid, with 


? Shane Wynn and Nick Stoner back to 
: return punts, and Tevin Coleman and 
 D’Angelo Roberts again handling the 
? kickoff returns. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Indiana will face nine teams that 


: played in bowl games last season — 

: non-conference foes Missouri, Bowling 

: Green and North Texas, in addition 

? to Big Ten opponents Michigan State, 

: Ohio State, Michigan, Iowa, Rutgers and 
: Maryland. 


“The schedule is pretty challenging, 


: but I think we’re good enough that 
: that’s not an excuse,” Wilson said. 
: “We should be very competitive.” 


IU is in the Big Ten’s new East Division, 


playing traditional foes Michigan State 
: and Penn State at home, with road games 
? at Michigan and Ohio State. It also faces 


Indiana had eight home games last 
“I'd like to get it to where our home 


games every season,” Wilson said. 


— Tom Kubat 
SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 INDIANA STATE 1-11 
Sept. 13 at Bowling Green 10-4 
Sept. 20 at Missouri 12-2 
Sept. 27 MARYLAND 7-6 
Oct. 4 NORTH TEXAS 9-4 
Oct. 11 at lowa 8-5 
Oct. 18 MICHIGAN STATE 13-1 
Nov. 1 at Michigan 7-6 
Nov. 8 PENN STATE 7-5 
Nov. 15 at Rutgers 6-7 
Nov. 22 at Ohio State 12-2 
Nov. 29 PURDUE 1-11 
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BALL STATE | CARDINALS 


MAC rank: 3 Record: 10-3 


Jahwan Edwards 
_— 


“| thought they played hard, but they 
played well together. It’s a good sign.” 
— Coach Pete Lembo, on the 
defense’s improvement 


CARDINALS at aGLANCE 


LOCATION: Muncie, Ind. 

COACH: Pete Lembo — At Ball State: 25-13, 3 years; overall: 
104-49, 13 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joey Lynch 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kevin Kelly 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1996 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 201! 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 5 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Jahwan Edwards, WR Jordan Williams, 


DE Nick Miles, FS Dae'Shaun Hurley 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Jahwan Edwards is a workhorse back 
who has had two 1,000-yard seasons at Ball State. Williams 
emerged last season as a receiver who can be a go-to threat, and 
his physical style allows him to go up and challenge for balls. On 
defense, Miles and LBs Zack Ryan and Ben Ingle came on last year 
to become playmakers. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Record-smashing Keith Wenning is 
gone, and his replacement will be the least experienced quarter- 
back in the MAC. Horactio Banks has been a nice complement to 
Edwards at running back, but Banks must prove he's healthy after 
suffering a torn ACL last season. 


OFFENSE 

Ball State didn’t solve its quarterback com- 
petition in the spring, when none of the young, 
inexperienced contenders stamped himself as the 
player to beat. 

The Cardinals are looking for someone to replace 
record-breaking performer Keith Wenning. 

Third-year sophomore Ozzie Mann and redshirt 
freshman Jack Milas appear to be the main 
candidates, but both struggled at times in spring 


MAC record: 7-1 (2nd, West) 


practice. Mann would seem to have the slightest of 
advantages, if for no other reason than he’s had one 
more year in the program. But it’s a small margin. 
Kyle Kamman, a junior who walked-on as a fresh- 
man, has some playing experience. David Morrison 
is a freshman who is too green to see the field yet. 
The rest of the offense is sound, with three full-time 
returning starters on the line providing a foundation. 
Running back Jahwan Edwards is among the top 
rushers in the MAC. Receivers Jordan Williams 
and KeVonn Mabon are quality young players who 
should be a big help to the new starting quarterback. 


DEFENSE 


Ball State’s defense has been far overshadowed 
by its offense during Pete Lembo’s first three 
seasons at the school. But that deficiency made 
a subtle shift last season, and the defense should 
become more of a plus this year. 

It needs to be, because the defense is going to 
have to carry a bigger load of responsibility while 
the offense adjusts to an inexperienced quarterback. 

Playmakers emerged in the defensive front seven 
last season, and several players are back this year. 
Linebacker Ben Ingle responded to being a first-year 
starter in 2013 by leading the Cardinals in tackles 
with 116. Middle linebacker Zack Ryan stepped in as 
a freshman and was third in tackles with 92. 

The secondary broke down too many times in 
coverage, but free safety Dae’Shaun Hurley was an- 
other young player who came on quickly. He made 
83 stops, fourth on the team. 

New defensive coordinator Kevin Kelly faces the 
task of making the unit more assignment-sound, 
He has a number of good, young players to help 
him reach that goal. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior placekicker Scott Secor has developed 
into a solid performer and should be among the top 
players at his position in the MAC. Ball State has 
a history of solid punting, but that’s one area in 
which it needs to make an improvement this season. 


OVERVIEW 


Lembo has built a culture where winning is the 
expectation, and the Cardinals have done a good 
job adopting that philosophy. They have been 
among the top teams in the MAC the past three 
seasons. Now, Ball State has to navigate the final 
step and win a MAC championship. That will be 
a challenge this year with an inexperienced quar- 
terback, but the rest of the offense is solid and the 
defense has made strides the past two years. 


TOP NEWCOMERS 


WRs Jordan Hogue and Devin Reece: The 
Cardinals added two receivers who posted big, 
nearly identical, numbers in high school last fall. 
Hogue, from New Haven, Ind., had 1,117 receiving 
yards and 14 touchdowns. Reece, from Westfield, 
Ind., had 1,016 yards and 15 TDs. There is opportu- 
nity for both to contend for playing time. 


Stadium: Scheumann Stadium (22,500) 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RESULTS 
SP ISS ee, eee ae 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 

QB 15 | OzzieMann 

RB Jahwan Edwards* 
wR Jordan Williams* 
WR KeVonn Mabon 
WR Chris Shillings 

TE Sam Brunner 

QT Steven Bell* 

QG P.J. Scott 

c Jacob Richard* 
SG Jalen Schlachter* 
ST Drake Miller 


DEFENSE 

OE Michael Ayers 

OT Darnell Smith 

NT Carlutorbantu Zaramo 
Nick Miles* 
Ben Ingle* 
Zack Ryan* 
Aaron Taylor 
Eric Patterson* 
Tyree Holder 
Brian Jones* 
Dae'Shaun Hurley* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 1 | Scott Secor* 
P21 | Kyle Schmidt* 
*Returning starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Oct. 4 


By Doug Zaleski 


COLGATE 
at lowa 


INDIANA STATE 


at Toledo 
at Army 


Oct. 11 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 5 


Nov. 12 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 28 


OFFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


+12 


ILLINOIS STATE 
at North Texas 
at Eastern Michigan 
KENT STATE 


at Western Michigan 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Northern Illinois 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Central Michigan 
AKRON 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Massachusetts 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Bowling Green 


51-28 
40-14 
27-34 
51-20 
31-24 
48-27 
27-24 
38-17 
42-24 
44-24 
27-48 
55-14 


ARMY 


TOLEDO 
at Virginia 


at Akron 


MIAMI (OH) 


GoDaddy Bowl 
vs. Arkansas State 


20-23 


PER GAME 
38.5 
152.9 
324.2 
471) 


PER GAME 
24.7 
195.3 
218.5 
413.8 


PER GAME 
+0.9 
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IOWA 


HAWIKEVES 


For more coverage of the Hawkeyes, visit iowa.247Sports.com 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
lowa City, lowa 


2013: 
8-5 overall, 5-3 Big Ten (T-2nd, Legends) 


COACH: 
Kirk Ferentz — At lowa: 108-79, 15 years; 
overall: 120-100, 18 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
12; 6 offense, 5 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Jake Rudock, RB Mark Weisman, 

RB Jordan Canzeri, WR Kevonte Martin- 
Manley, LT Brandon Scherff, DT Carl Davis, 
DT Louis Trinca-Pasat, CB Desmond King 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The Hawkeyes have some of the Big Ten’s 
premier offensive and defensive linemen. 
Scherff was All-Big Ten last season and 
will push for All-American in 2014. Davis 
and Trinca-Pasat are fifth-year seniors with 
proven talent. Rudock returns with a strong 


cast in the backfield, including Mark Weisman 
and the quick, fast Jordan Canzeri. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The secondary is going through a bit of a 
rebuild. lowa is looking for a corner and a free 
safety, and the candidates are largely unprov- 
en. lowa’s offense has been working toward 
more explosive plays, and that goal remains 
elusive. lowa has to replace three senior line- 
backers who drove the defense in ‘13. 


KEY LOSSES: 

TE C.J. Fiedorowicz, LB Christian Kirksey, 
LB James Morris, LB Anthony Hitchens, 
RT Brett Van Sloten, CB B.J. Lowery, 

PK Mike Meyer 


OVERVIEW: 
lowa crawled out of the rubble of the 4-8 


record in 2012 with last season’s strong finish. 


The foundation is there to be solid on the lines 
of scrimmage. Also, lowa has as favorable a 
schedule as any Big Ten team could, missing 
out on the biggies and playing host to West 
division rivals Nebraska and Wisconsin. Many 
pieces are in place for a successful season. 


Pieces In Place For Hawkeyes To Contend In Big Ten 


ne look at the schedule tells you 
() yes, lowa should be favored 
in a lot of games this season. 

Iowa is in the Big Ten West, where 
its football pedigree stands in the top 
three. lowa doesn’t face any of the 
toothy opponents from the East. 

Quarterback Jake Rudock, offensive 
tackle Brandon Scherff and defensive 
tackles Carl Davis and Louis Trinca- 
Pasat return. Yes, the 2014 season sets 
up nicely for the Hawkeyes. Now, can 
they steer it into a berth in the Big Ten 
Championship Game? 

Maybe, but don’t expect another 
four-game swing in the victory column, 
something the Hawkeyes pulled off last 
season. After a 4-8 finish in 2012, lowa 
surged to 8-5 with a 5-3 record in the 


Big Ten and a spot in the Outback Bowl. 


Iowa also has stability going for it 
this season. After 2011, coach Kirk Fe- 
rentz had to replace both coordinators 
because of circumstance. After 2012, 
Ferentz made three more changes with 
an eye on digging out of 4-8. That was 
a lot of change for a coach who kept 
the core of his staff in place for his first 
12 seasons at Iowa. 

Ferentz saw a more “Iowa” Iowa 
last season, possessing an offense that 
could run the ball and a stingy defense 
(the Hawkeyes finished sixth in the 
nation in total defense and 19th in 
rushing defense.) 

Ferentz isn’t stubborn. Iowa has 
changed and will continue to make 
subtle (a no-huddle offense last season) 
and not-so-subtle (huge increase in 
blitzing in 2013) changes. 

“Philosophically, I don’t think we’re 
looking for our identity,” Ferentz said. 
“We have a good idea of who we are 
and what we want to do.” 

It’s a grinder philosophy based on 
physical play. The 2014 Hawkeyes set 


up that way. 

Scherff, who chose to return to lowa 
instead of entering the NFL Draft, will 
anchor a running game that will feature 
senior running back Mark Weisman, 

a 240-pounder with nearly 1,800 yards 
in two seasons. 

The “grinder” mentality is best 
punctuated in Scherff, who has a quick 
answer when asked what he needs to 
work on in 2014. 

“| have to work on a lot,” he said. 

“I have to work on my first step in the 
running game, getting my elbows in for 
pass protection. I have to work on fin- 
ishing more and being a better leader.” 

Iowa is exactly where it wants to be, in 

the Big Ten West and back on the grind. 


OFFENSE 


Junior quarterback Jake Rudock is 
a pre-med major. He wrestled with an 
organic chemistry class last season and 
will take on high-level physics classes 
this year. Guess which part of his game 
he wants to grow the most as he returns 
in his second year as the starter? 

Yes, the mental part. Decision mak- 
ing. Rudock wants to be more efficient 
(ninth in the Big Ten in passing ef- 
ficiency last season), hit the target more 
(his 59.0 completion percentage was 
seventh in the league) and cut down 
on the interceptions (his 13 tied for the 
league high). 

“Right now, it’s decision making, 
making the quicker reads, making 
better decisions,” said Rudock, who 
threw for 2,383 yards and 18 touch- 
downs. “I want to come to the line and, 
if I see something fuzzy, just get us into 
something positive.” 

Ferentz has said everyone has to 
“re-earn” their job. Rudock will be 
challenged by sophomore C.J. Beathard, 
who finished three games last year that 
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Mark Weisman 


Photo by Scott Boehm 


Rudock left because of knee injuries. 
But this isn’t that kind of a competi- 
tion. Rudock will be the starter. 

Running back isn’t as clear. The Hawk- 
eyes could have as many as nine backs 
on scholarship this fall. The top three are 
Mark Weisman, junior Jordan Canzeri and 
senior Damon Bullock. Weisman is the 
force of nature. Canzeri (5-9, 192) is the 
team’s most instinctual runner. Bullock is 
the third-down specialist. Sophomore 
LeShun Daniels, a sturdy 230-pounder, 
might be the best of the rest. 

Wide receiver is a position that needs 
to take a step forward. Senior Kevonte 
Martin-Manley led the Hawkeyes with 
40 catches for 388 yards and five touch- 
downs. The group stands to gain a boost 
from redshirt freshmen Derrick Willies, 
Derrick Mitchell Jr. and Andre Harris. 
Iowa loses tight end C.J. Fiedorowicz, 
but returns four tight ends with playing 
experience (Ray Hamilton, Jake Duzey, 


Henry Krieger-Coble and George Kittle). 

lowa’s calling card in most years is the 
offensive line. That could again be the 
case this year, but it might take some time. 
Scherff, a potential All-American, and 
junior center Austin Blythe, a two-year 
starter, are great places to start. From there, 
however, it’s largely unproven players. 

Junior guard Jordan Walsh is a returning 
starter. He started 13 games last season, but 
he didn’t lock down the position, rotating 
in and out of games. Redshirt freshman 
Sean Welsh leads the chase for the other 
guard spot. Senior Andrew Donnal has 
logged a handful of career starts, but a 
knee injury in his sophomore year slowed 
him in 2013. He will go into the season as 
the No. 1 right tackle. 


DEFENSE 


Seniors Carl Davis and Louis Trinca- 
Pasat are book-end defensive tackles 
who go about their business in very 


different ways. 

While Davis is a physical presence, 
Trinca-Pasat is more in the high-motor, 
never-say-die mode. They’Il be corner- 
stones for the 2014 defense. 

Davis is a 6-5, 315-pound run stuffer. 
He fought off a twice-dislocated knee- 
cap during his sophomore year to build 
himself into an all-conference player. 
Trinca-Pasat started his career at lowa 
as a tweener, weighing in at around 
240 pounds. He came close to calling it 
quits after his freshman season, but the 
6-2, 290-pounder goes into the season 
as a three-year starter. 

Beyond the seniors, lowa’s depth chart 
at defensive tackle is balanced. Junior 
Darian Cooper is capable and has start- 
ing experience. Sophomores Faith Ekaki- 
tie and Jaleel Johnson have NFL bodies. 

Defensive ends Drew Ott and Mike 
Hardy can set the edge against the run. 
Pass-rush skills are the next stop in their 


RRR R ERR REE ERR REE ee EEE HEHE TEESE EOE E EEE ER EE EEE EEE ESHER EHEEEE HEHEHE EEE EEEEEEEEEEEEHEHESEEESEE EEE EEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEESESEEEHEEEEEOHEESESEHEEEESEEEEEEEEEHEEOH EEO EH 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Jake Rudock* Jr. Pre-med major will look to build on physical part of his game. C.J. Beathard, So. 
RB Mark Weisman* Sr. Early overuse a question, but 240-pounder had nearly 1,000 yards. Jordan Canzeri, Jr. 
FB. Adam Cox Jr. Awilling combatant as a blocker, which is 99 percent of his role. Macon Plewa, Jr. 
WR — Kevonte Martin-Manley* Sr. Needs 55 receptions to become lowa’s career leader. Damond Powell, Sr. 
WR _ Tevaun Smith Jr. Flashed big-play ability, something lowa needs more of in ‘14. Derrick Willies, Fr. 
TE —_ Ray Hamilton Sr. Might get his first shot as the primary receiving TE. Jake Duzey, dr. 

LT Brandon Scherff* Sr. Aprobable first-round draft pick; in the Outland Trophy race. Boone Myers, Fr. 
LG Sean Welsh Fr. Welsh is the frontrunner, but expect some rotation at this spot. Mitch Keppy, So. 
C Austin Blythe* Jr. Moved to center from guard last season. Hasn't missed a step. Tommy Gaul, Sr. 
RG Jordan Walsh* Jr. Started, but didn't play complete games last season. Eric Simmons, Jr. 
RT Andrew Donnal Sr. Saw time in the rotation at quard. Tackle is his natural position. Ryan Ward, So. 

K Marshall Koehn Jr. Awalk-on who's patiently waited for his shot. Mick Ellis, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


COMMENT 


Fourth on the team with six TFLs in first season as starter. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Nate Meier, Jr. 


Big, talented guy went from 60 snaps a year to 60 a game in ‘13. f 
Had eight TFLs last season. Undersized, high-motor player. ; 


DE Drew Ott* Jr. 
DT Carl Davis* Sr. 
DT Louis Trinca-Pasat* —_—_Sr. 
DE Mike Hardy Sr. 
LB Travis Perry Jr. 
LB Quinton Alston Sr. 


LB Reggie Spearman So. 
CB Desmond King* So. 


A DT-type body who's making it work on the outside. 

Gets his shot at starter after two years as a backup. 

Saw time in third-down rush packages as a junior. 

The 6-3, 230-pounder doesn't turn 18 until fall camp. 
Stepped in after the opener and started 12 games as true frosh. 


Darian Cooper, Jr. 
Dalvin Tomlinson, Fr. 
Riley McMinn, Jr. 
Cole Fisher, Jr. 

Chad Gilson, Sr. 
Josey Jewell, Fr. 
Malik Rucker, Fr. 


CB Sean Draper Jr. Didn't see a lot of time in ‘13, that should change this season. Maurice Fleming, So. 
SS John Lowdermilk* Sr. Finished fourth on the team with 78 tackles. Nico Law, Sr. 

FS Jordan Lomax Jr. Shifts from corner to free safety. Anthony Gair, So. 

P Connor Kornbrath* Jr. Unhappy with Kornbrath’s consistency, lowa recruited a JC PK. Dillon Kidd, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Markel Smith 

A prolific running back 
out of St. Louis (Mo.) 
Vianney, the 5-11, 


210-pound Smith looks 


primed for a big-time 
career in lowa City, He 


ranks second all-time in: 


Missouri state history 


with 7,144 yards, which § 


includes a 541-yard 


game. Smith runs hard, : 


he makes people miss, 
he spins, he shakes, 
he's the total package. 


Matt Nelson 
The Hawkeyes beat 
out Stanford and 

Notre Dame for the 


6-8, 255-pound Cedar 


Rapids (lowa) Xavier 
standout, that racked 
up 20 sacks his last 
two high school sea- 
sons. Nelson obvi- 


ously has tremendous i 


size, is a good athlete 
and is a very intelli- 
gent football player. 


Marcel Joly 

Not as touted as 
some of the other 
players in the 
Hawkeyes class, the 
Hyattsville (Md.) 
Forestville cornerback 
will have an immedi- 
ate opportunity to 
make an impact as 

a kick returner/punt 
returner, while provid- 
ing immediate depth 
in the secondary. 


Went for 2,416 yards =: 
and 33 touchdowns as : 
a senior. : 


Mick Ellis K 5-10 180 000 Allen, 1X Lovejoy 
Rated No. 13 kicker nationally by 247Sports Composite... Made 13 of 17 field goals 
attempted, including kicks of 53, 52 and 49 yards, as a junior... Had 34 touchbacks. 


Jalen Embry 0B «60 184 OOO Detroit, MI Martin Luther King 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 69 cornerback nationally and No, 18 player in Michigan... 
All-State... As a senior, had 28 tackles and four interceptions... Had 53 receptions for 
1,026 yards and 12 touchdowns. 


Terrence Harris DE 63 25 OO Englewood, NJ Paramus Catholic 
Rated No. 80 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 54 player in New Jersey by 
247Sports Composite...All-State... Helped team to two consecutive state champion- 
ships... Had 82 tackles, six sacks and two fumbles caused as a senior. 


Torey Hendrick SDE 64 240 OOO Brooklyn, NY ASA College 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 6 junior college strongside defensive end, No. 60 
junior college player nationally and No. 5 junior college player in New York... In 2012, 
had 14 tackles for loss and 6.5 sacks. 


Parker Hesse 1B 63 215 OOO Waukon Waukon 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 39 athlete nationally and No. 7 player in lowa... 
Helped team to state championship game... As a senior, completed 93 of 153 passes 
for 1,439 yards and 16 touchdowns... Had 1,273 yards rushing and 23 touchdowns... 
Had 59 tackles, three sacks and two interceptions. 
C.J, Hilliard RB 5-10 185 OOO 


Cincinnati, OH St. Xavier 


Rated No. 64 running back nationally and No, 51 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... In six games as a senior, had 350 yards rushing and four touchdowns... 
Had 40 tackles. 


Josh Jackson OB 61 «175 «GOOG Lake Dallas, TX Lake Dallas 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 152 cornerback nationally... Played wide receiver 
and defensive back... As a senior, had 24 receptions for 485 yards and nine touch- 
downs. 


Marcel Joly DB 5-11 10 OOo Hyattsville, MD Forestville 
Rated No. 85 cornerback nationally and No. 31 player in Maryland by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 493 yards rushing and nine touchdowns as a senior... Had 13 solo 
tackles. 


Dillon Kidd P 62 230 O00 Deerfield Beach, FL El Camino CC 
Originally attended Florida State for two years as a walk-on... 247Sports Composite 
ranked No. 1 junior college kicker nationally... In 2013, averaged 38.2 yards per punt 
on 50 punts. 


Lucas LeGrand Oo 65 260 O00 Dubuque Dubuque Senior 
Rated No. 73 offensive tackle nationally and No. 5 player in lowa by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 63 tackles, 6.5 sacks and one interception. 


Aaron Mends 1B 60 20 oO0 Kansas City, MO Winnetonka 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 60 inside linebacker nationally and No. 21 player in 
Missouri... All-State... Had 210 career tackles... Had 50 tackles, including 4.5 tackles 
for loss, three sacks, one fumble caused and one pass broken up as a senior. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


S6666 + 
OGOOS 
O6606 
6OO6GS 


Total Stars 


National Rank (Tied); 53 


Ben Niemann Big Ten: 10 
Would've been a steal 
for Northern Illinois 
before lowa flipped 
the 6-3, 205-pound 
Niemann, who played 
receiver and defensive 
back in high school 
but will play lineback- 
er at lowa. Has the 
frame, athleticism and 
toughness to be a 
fantastic linebacker 
for the Hawkeyes. 


2a7sronrs COMPOSITE 
2015 NEEDS: 


Offensive line was a big need for lowa in 2014 and 
unfortunately the Hawkeyes missed on many of their 
key targets. They'll try again in 2015, with the roster 
showing that most that sign will have a chance to play 
early. As is the case with most everybody across the 
country, lowa is also looking to land a couple of pass 
rushers that can make an impact in their first year. 

By Steve Wiltfong 


Matt Nelson DE 68 255 Ooo Cedar Rapids Xavier 
Rated No. 23 tight end nationally and No. 4 player in lowa by 247Sports Composite... 
Two-time All-State... As a senior, had 43 tackles, including 13 tackles for loss, and nine 
sacks... Had 13 receptions for 146 yards and four touchdowns. 


Ben Niemann 1B 63 20 OO°0O Sycamore, IL amore 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 57 player in Illinois... Two-time All-State... Had 78 
tackles as a senior... Had 45 receptions for 1,050 yards and 15 touchdowns... Scored 
two touchdowns on punt returns... As a junior, had 60 tackles and three interceptions. 


dameer Oulsey B63 228 O00 Somerset, NJ Franklin 
Rated No. 69 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 36 player in New Jersey by 
247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 51 tackles, including 13 tackles for loss, five 
sacks and one interception returned for touchdown... Had 13 receptions for 193 yards 
and three touchdowns. 


Keegan Render OL 64 3155 OOO Indianola Indianola 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 57 offensive guard nationally and No. 6 player in 
lowa... Two-time Elite All-State... Had 21 tackles, including 10 tackles for loss, one 
sack and one fumble recovered as a senior. 


Ross Reynolds 0G «#64 300 OO Waukee Waukee Senior 
Rated No. 96 offensive guard nationally and No. 9 player in lowa by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State. 


Jay Scheel WR 61 18 000 Mount Auburn Union 
Rated No. 57 athlete nationally and No. 3 player in lowa... All-State... As a senior, 
completed 106 of 193 passes for 1,650 yards and 18 touchdowns... Had 493 yards 


rushing and seven touchdowns... Completed 92 of 149 passes for 1,593 yards and 19 
touchdowns as a junior... Had 1,291 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns. 


Markel Smith RB 5-11 210 OOO Kirkwood, MO St. John Vianney 
247Sports Composite ranked No, 30 running back nationally and No. 6 player in 
Missouri... Set Missouri state single-game rushing record with 541 yards on 42 car- 
ties... Had 2,416 yards rushing and 33 touchdowns as a senior... Had nine receptions 
for 188 yards and two touchdowns. 


Miles Taylor DB O60 18 OOO Washington, DC Gonzaga 
Rated No. 7 player in District of Columbia by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 
86 tackles, one sack, three interceptions, eight passes broken up, two fumbles recov- 
ered and scored one touchdown... Had 85 tackles, three sacks, three fumbles recov- 
ered and four interceptions as a junior. 


Kyle Terlouw TT 63 290 OO Fi. Dodge lowa Central CC 
Had 92 tackles (56 solo), including 10 tackles for loss, in 2013... High school All-State 
in 2012. 


Omar Truitt DB 5-11 180 oO6 Ft. Washington, MD St. John's College 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 55 cornerback nationally and No. 6 player in District 
of Columbia... Had 40 tackles, six interceptions, 10 passes broken up and scored one 
touchdown as a senior... As a junior, had 21 tackles, four passes broken up and two 
fumbles recovered. 


Tyler Wiegers QB 64 215 SOO Lake Orion, MI Country Day 
Rated No. 23 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 6 player in Michigan by 
247Sports Composite... Two-time All-State... As a senior, completed 122 of 192 
passes for 2,093 yards and 24 touchdowns... Completed 173 of 285 passes for 2,465 
yards and 22 touchdowns as a junior. 
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HAWKEYES SPRING ROSTER 


52 Quinton Alston LB 


232 St. _Sicklerville, NJ 


Connor Kormbrath = P_ 


6-6 240, Jr. 


79 DominicAlvis —_—ODL 


6-4 265 


Logan 


Casey Kreiter 


LS 6-3 250 Sr. 


99 Nathan Bazata OL 


6-2 284 


Howells, NE 


Henry Krieger-Coble — TE 6-4 250 Jt. 


16 C.J, Beathard QB 
63 Austin Blythe OL 
78 Corbin Blythe oL 


6-2 203 
6-3 290 
6-2 258 


Franklin, TN 


Drake Kulick 


220 Fr. 


. _ Bridgeport, WV 
E DeWitt 
Mount Pleasant 


Muscatine 


Williamsburg 
Williamsburg 


75 IkeBoettger OL 


6-6 267 


Cedar Falls” 


Nico Law 


205 St 


Clinton, MD 


Luke Lindahl 


25 Fr. 


Mahtomedi, MN 


Jordan Lomax _ 


59 Conor Boffeli oL 
LB 


6-5 295 


810. 200 


West Des Moines 


200 te 


John Lowdermik DB 6-2 210 | 


Upper Matboro, MD 


Carrollton, OH 


220 Fr. West Branch 


B.J. Lowery 


Cincinnati, OH 


‘Spirit Lake 


Damon Bullock RB 


6-0 205 


“Mansfield, TX 


Jordan Canzeri 


RB 5-9 192 


Troy, NY 


Greg Mabin 


. Fort Lauderdale, FL 


Nolan MacMillan 
Steve Manders 


Jalen Chambers OL 


6-5 290 So. 


Bellevue 


___ Toronto, Ontario 


Darian Cooper OL 


6-2 282 Jr 


Elkridge, MD_ 


Jordan Cotton WR 


WR 6-1 


192 Sr. 


Mount Pleasant 


Riley McCarron 
Riley McMinn 


Crofton, MD_ 
Pontiac, MI 
Dubuque 
Rochester, IL 


el of lk 


Adam Cox FB 
64 Cole Croston 


29 _LeShun Daniels, Jr. 


5-41 230 Jn 
OL 65 270 So. 
RB 6-0 230 So. 


Chana, IL 


Nate Meier 


Tabor 


Seargeant Bluff 


Mike Meyer 


Dubuque 


Warren, OH 


71 Carl Davis DL 


6-5 315 Sr. 


_ Tanner Miller 


Kalona 


Sterling Heights, MI 


78 Andrew Donnal OL 


6-7 305 Sr. 


Monclova, oH 


Derrick Mitchell, Jr. 


7 _ Sean Draper 


DB 6-0 190 Jr. 


Cleveland, OH 


St Louis, MO 


James Mortis 
Boone Myers 


Solon 


Webster City 


87 Jake Duzey x TE 


56 Faith Ekakitie OL 


54 Steve Ferentz OL 


6-3 287 


6-2 267 So. 


6-4 245 Jr 


Troy, Ml 


Drew Ott 


DL 6-4 270 


Trumbull, NE 


So. Brampton, Ontario” 
lowa City 


86 C.J.Fiedorowicz TE 


6-7 265 Sr 


___ Johnsburg, IL 


10 Jonathan Parker 


Peter Pekar 
Travis Perry 


36 0 Cole Fisher 
28 28 Maurice Fleming 
50 Palmer Foster 
77_ Daniel | Gatfey DL 
12 Anthony Gair OB 


57_ Tommy Gaul OL 


OLB 6-2 233 Jr 


DB 6-0 200 


Omaha, NE 


Macon Plewa 


RB 5-8 180 


St. Louis, MO 


TE 6-4 235 Fr. 


__ Greendale, WI 


1B 6-3 232 


FB 6-2 236 


Urbandale 
Franklin, wi 


Chicago, IL 


Damond Powell 


WR 5-11 180 


Toledo, OH 


OLB 6-3 220 Sr. 
6-2 260 
6-2 200 
63 280 


__ Davenport 


Wil Rathjen 


OL 6-3 280 


Durant 


lowa City 


Malik Rucker 


OB 6-0 175 


Minneapolis, MN 


__ Plano, TX 


Jake Rudock 


QB 6-3 208 


Weston, FL 


Des Moines 


50 Chad Gilson LB 


235 Sr. Urbandale 


66 Colin Goebel oL 


6-5 280 


Lisle, IL 


Brandon Scher 


OL 6-5 320 


Denison 


Reid Sealby — 


Nic Shimonek QB 6-4 212 F 


OL 6-4 290 


Byron, IL 


~ Corsicanna, TX 


72_ Brant Gressel oL 


6-2 280 F 


Centerville, OH 


Don: Shumpert 


WR 6-3 200 


St. Louis, MO 


21 Trev Hadachek 
93 Alden Haffar 
Blake Haluska 


WR 5-11 180 
PK 5-9 209 
WR 6-4 212 


Dysart 


Eric Simmons 


OL 6-2 295 


Madrid 


ies West Des Moines 
Carroll 


Gavin Smith 


DB 5-10 190 


North Liberty 


Tevaun Smith 


Ray Hamilton 
Mike Hardy OL 


TE 65 22 
6-5 280 


Strongsville, OH 
Appleton, WI 


Andre Harris _ 


WR 6-0 


180 Fr. —_Kirkwood, MO 


‘Reggie Spearman 


WR 6-2 200 


1B 63 230 So. 


Toronto, Ontario 


Chicago, IL 


4 9 Melvin Spears — 
“Andrew Stone 


DE 6-2 268 Jr 
WR 5-11 175 Sr. 


_ Allen, TX 
Cedar Falls 


Barkley Hill 


RB 6-0 215 


Denver 


David Tann 


§-10 200 So, 


Cedar Rapids 


Jacob Hillyer 7 


“WR 6-4 208 


Somerset, TX_ 


Laron Taylor 


Detroit, MI 


Anthony Hitchens 


1B 6 


233 St. Lorain, OH 


Louis Trinca-Pasat 


Chicago, IL 


Jake Hulett DL 


6-3 255 


Springville 


Dean Tsopanides 


Torrington, CT 


\8/SjS eV he B/8|\° 8| 


Josey Jewell 


Jaleel Johnson OL 


6 Justin Joyce 


14 Connor Keane 


OLB 6-2 225 


Decorah 


Brett Van Sloten 


Decorah 


6-4 310 
WR 6-3 200 
0B 6-0 
WR 61 190 


Lombard, IL 


Matt VandeBerg 


Brandon, SD 


Dallas, 1X) 


175° __ Midlothian, VA 


Daumantas Venclus-Cucchiara 


2 3 Akrum Wadley 
Jordan Walsh 


Glendale Heights, IL 


47_John Kenny 


OLB 6-2 225 


Carmel, IN 


Kevin Ward 


Homer Glen, IL 


74 Mitch Keppy 


OL 65 298 


Fr 
fr 
fr St. Paul, MN 
Fr 
So 


Port Byron, IL 


Ryan Ward 


Homer Glen, IL 


16 _ Dillon Kidd P 


92 Will Kincart OL 


6-2 230 Jr 
6-3 255 


Deerfield Beach, FL 
Bloomfield 


14 Desmond King 


OB 5-11 190 


Detroit, Mi 


Solomon Warfield 


45 Mark Weisman 
Andrew Wellik 


Lorain, OH 


Buffalo Grove, IL 


Emmetsburg 


20 Christian Kirksey 


1B 6-2 235 


St. Louis, Mo 


Sean Welsh 


Springboro, OH 


46 George Kittle 


_TE 6-4 230 


_Norman, OK 


Derrick Willies 


Rock Island, IL 


97 Tyler Kluver 


LS 6-0 220 


Marshalltown 


Jon Wisnieski 


West Des Moines 


1 Marshall Koehn 


_PK 60 


‘6 4 


Drew Zaun 


Urbandale _ 


PASSING 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


DEF. LEADERS 


GP Effic Cmp 
J. Rudock 13 126.5 204 
C. 


GP No. Yards 
K. Martin-Manley 13 
C.J. Fiedorowicz 13 
T. Smith 13 

GP Att. Gain 
M. Weisman 13 
J. Canzeri 12 
D, biincay 13 


Long Avg/G 
36 «29.8 
25 «23.0 
55 23.8 


Avg TD Long Avg/G 


4.3 8 37 75.0 
6.5 2 43 4041 
4.0 1 22 359 


Tackles: A. Hitchens 112, J. Morris 106, C. Kirksey 104 

Tackles for loss: J. Morris 17, A. Hitchens 13.5, L. Trinca-Pasat 8 
Sacks: J. Morris 7, D. Alvis 3, C, Kirksey 2.5, D. Ott 2.5 
Interceptions; J. Morris 4, T. Miller 3, B.J. Lowery 3 


NOTEBOOK 


t sounds as though lowa is open to a two-QB sys- 

tem. Offensive coordinator Greg Davis mentioned it 
in April. Head coach Kirk Ferentz confirmed those 
thoughts when spring practice ended, describing the 
notion of playing junior Jake Rudock and sophomore 
C.J. Beathard in games as “very realistic.” 

“I'll be clear about this,” Ferentz said. 

“Jake has really elevated his performance. He's a 
better player than he was in January. When you have 
two players you have confidence in, | think it makes 
sense to play them in a game. The tricky part is with 
quarterbacks, it’s a little bit different, but | think it’s 
realistic and it’s certainly something we're going to 
talk about.” 

 lowa had a position on its coaching staff open 
when recruiting coordinator Eric Johnson announced 
in April that he was leaving for a business opportu- 
nity outside of football. lowa hasn't taken to the wave 
of “personnel departments” that sprouted up in col- 
lege football last year. 

Ferentz said the new coach likely will be the 
recruiting coordinator, but said he'll explore all 
options first. 

Redshirt freshman tight end Jon Wisnieski suf- 
fered a knee injury during spring practice and is 
questionable for the season. Ferentz described his 
situation as “month-to-month.” 

Wisnieski is a promising prospect, but his pros- 
pects for playing time in 2014 were limited with 
senior Ray Hamilton, juniors Jake Duzey and Henry 
Krieger-Coble and sophomore George Kittle ahead 
on the depth chart. 

 lowa has an opening at kicker and a seeming 
heir apparent, but the job remains open going into the 
fall. Junior Marshall Koehn is the lead at kicker, but 
he hasn’t won the job. Senior walk-on Alden Haffar 
has a strong leg and is in the hunt. 

lowa has two incoming freshmen in Mick Ellis, 
a scholarship player, and walk-on Miguel Recinos. 
Koehn is a good bet for the job. He is a fourth-year 
junior who's waited three years for his chance. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“This was one of the best teams in the confer- 
ence coming out of spring practice. Impressive in 
the way the team is built, but not a surprise. It’s 
built from the line of scrimmage out, on both sides 
of the ball. Both their offensive and defensive lines 
are good. They could have the best offensive line in 
the league. Brandon Scherff was the best offensive 
lineman | saw in the spring. 

“| know they talk about a quarterback competi- 
tion there, but Jake Rudock has really come on. 
They have depth at running back. Receivers not 
developed yet, but talented enough for what they 
want to do, being pretty much a run team. They 
had to replace all three linebackers. They certainly 
look talented enough there, but they’re going to 
have some growing pains.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 


104 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


Gauls Tnca: maa ee 
eS - Photo hed Dennis Hubbard a 


*v Eva 


development, but they provide what 
this defense asks of them. Iowa is in 
need of a No. 3 end. It could be junior 
Riley McMinn, who's been frustrated by 
injuries the past two seasons. 

Iowa lost three senior linebackers in 
Christian Kirksey, Anthony Hitchens 
and James Morris. Last season, they 
combined for 35.5 tackles for loss, 
11.5 sacks and six interceptions. 
There is going to be some drop-off. 

Senior Quinton Alston is the new 
middle linebacker. Sophomore Reggie 
Spearman will get the first crack at the 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 27.5 
Rushing 137.7 
Passing 234.8 
Total 372.5 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
19.3 
123.0 
187.4 
310.4 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
22.9 
162.1 
219.5 
381.6 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PER GAME 
23.9 
156.0 
222.9 
378.9 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+1 + 0.08 49 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+12 + 1.00 
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2012 RANKINGS 


weakside spot. They’re not entering this 
season with a blank slate. Last season, 
they were defensive ends in a third- 
down rush package. Alston has been the 
No. 4 linebacker for the past couple of 
seasons. Spearman won’t turn 18 until 
fall camp. 

Junior Travis Perry takes over at out- 
side linebacker. He has been the backup 
there the last two seasons, so he’s 
a trusted player. 

Two starters return in the second- 
ary — sophomore cornerback Desmond 
King, who started 12 games and made 
a few All-Big Ten freshmen teams, and 
strong safety John Lowdermilk (one in- 
terception). An injury opened the door 
for King, a true freshman last season, to 
seize the position. Lowdermilk is in his 
second season as a starter. 

The other corner spot is a race be- 
tween junior Sean Draper and sopho- 
more Maurice Fleming, a converted 
wide receiver who played quarterback 
in high school. Junior Jordan Lomax 
is in the driver's seat at free safety. He 
started Iowa’s opener last year at corner, 
suffered a hamstring injury and was 
replaced by King. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior punter Connor Kornbrath is 
a two-year starter, but that didn’t stop 
lowa from signing another scholarship 
punter. Junior college transfer Dillon 
Kidd will push Kornbrath (who aver- 
aged 40.0 yards on 65 punts in 2013) 
for the starting role. 

Special teams coordinator Chris White 
wants more consistency out of his punter, 
specifically in the hang time department. 

The Hawkeyes also are trying out new 
kickers. Junior Marshall Koehn might 
have the inside edge. He was Mike 
Meyer's backup the last two seasons, but 
he wasn’t needed. Koehn has a powerful 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 26.3 80 
Rushing 179.9 50 
Passing 197.1 T-93 
Total 377.0 84 


PER GAME 
18.9 
128.4 
174.7 
303.1 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100) L 


BESTS 
' BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


OT Brandon Scherff 

The fifth-year senior 
would've been a first-round 
pick in this year’s NFL Draft, 
but he decided he enjoyed 
lowa and announced his deci- 
sion to stay in December. ... 
lowa offensive line coach Brian 
Ferentz: “There's not a better 
offensive lineman in college 
football; that’s my opinion.” ... Three-year starter who 
missed the final five weeks of 2012 with a broken fibula 
and dislocated ankle. ... lowa strength coach Chris Doyle 
frequently post videos of Scherff's feats on social media. 


EMERGING STAR 


CB Desmond King 

As a true freshman last sea- 
son, he started 12 of 13 games 
after the starter was injured in 
the opener. ... Named a 2013 
Freshman All-American by the 
Big Ten Network. ... Earned 
lowa's first Big Ten Freshman 
of the Week honors after rack- 
ing up 12 tackles at Ohio State. 
.» Finished sixth on the team with 69 tackles. ... 
Finished second on the team with eight pass breakups. 
.» He's also a potential punt returner. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
WR Derrick Willies 


Three-star prospect from 
Rock Island, Ill., redshirted in 
2013, but it wasn’t an easy 
decision. ... lowa needs a 
boost from the receiving corps 
and is getting one with four 
redshirt freshmen. ... At 6-4, f 
210, offers a combination of 
size and speed that is unique 
for lowa’s receiving corps. ... 
hurdles state title as a junior at Rock Island. ... 
as a No, 2 on the depth chart in the spring. 


Won the 110-meter high 
Listed 


RESULTS 
8-5, 5-3 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
MISSOURI STATE 
at lowa State 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Minnesota 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Ohio State 
NORTHWESTERN (07) 
WISCONSIN 
at Purdue 
MICHIGAN 
at Nebraska 
Outback Bow! 
vs. LSU 


27-30 
28-14 
27-21 

59-3 

23-7 
14-26 
24-34 
17-10 

9-28 
38-14 
24-21 
38-17 


Li 
Ww 
Ww 
W 
W 
L 
L 
WwW 
L 
Ww 
Ww 
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Alston Warming To 
Life In The Spotlight 


uinton Alston is not new to the Hawkeyes. 

He’s a senior and he’s poised to take over 
the middle linebacker spot on a very good de- 
fense that returns its front line. 

But he is new to the spokesperson role. 

He’s new to the spotlight, and he’s off to a good 
start in the manners department, even offering to 
hold the mic for a cameraman during interviews. 

“| think he’s really excited about it,” lowa 
inside linebackers coach Jim Reid said, when 
asked about having a senior maximizing his one 
shot at the starting lineup. 

“He’s tough, he’s physical, and you know 
what? He has the respect of our players. When 
he speaks, he’s like E.F. Hutton; people listen.” 

Alston, a 6-1, 232-pounder from Sicklerville, 
N.J., is eager, not anxious. He wants the pres- 
sure. This is what he’s been working up to ... 
and now here it is. 

“My sophomore year, | think was pretty much 
sitting back and admiring what was in front of 
me,” Alston said, referring to James Morris, 
Christian Kirksey and Anthony Hitchens. “I tried 
to become a student of the game.” 


Quinton Alston 
Photo by AP Photo/David Durochik 
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effort during the season put those to rest. 


| wasn’t sure where that was going, quite frankly 
based on the year before that,” Ferentz said. 


gives you a lot of confidence.” 


Part of what brought that out was Alston’s 
role in the third-down defense, namely the rush : 
package defensive coordinator Phil Parker called ; 
“Raider.” Alston lined up as a defensive end ina : 
three-man front. Sophomore Reggie Spearman : 
also played end in this package. He’s poised to : 


take over the weakside linebacker position. 


The “Raider” had some successes. Reid said 
its biggest was the enthusiasm it gave Alston : 


and Spearman. 


“Something you may not see that | could see : 
was all of a sudden maybe Reggie and Quinton : 
walk into the meeting room with their chests out ; 
just a little bit more, with a little bit of asmile on : 


their face,” Reid said. 


This is what Alston wants. He is a senior and 


this is his shot. 


“!’'m not putting too much pressure on myself,” 
he said. “I’m trying to take on the leadership roles : 
the three guys ahead of me left for us. They taught : 


us how to do it. We have the blueprint.” 


: leg but needs work on getting lift on 
: field goals and kickoffs. 


Senior wide receiver Kevonte Martin- 
Manley finished second in the Big Ten 


: with 15.7 yards a punt return. Kick re- 
: turn is open, with junior running back 
: Jordan Canzeri in that mix. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Iowa’s schedule might be its No. 1 as- 


? set. Last season, Iowa faced Ohio State, 

: Michigan and Michigan State. This year, 
: those traditional B1G monsters will be 

: replaced by Indiana, Illinois and confer- 
; ence newcomer Maryland. 


As far as the West division goes, the 


? Hawkeyes line up with Nebraska and 

: Wisconsin as the preseason favorites. 

: They play those schools on consecutive 
: weekends at Kinnick Stadium in Novem- 
? ber. lowa’s five November games will be 
: against bordering schools and should 

: make for a fun month of rivalry noise. 


Minnesota will have the Hawkeyes 


: circled after lowa won in Minneapolis 
: last season. Northwestern could have 
¢ some bounce back to it. 


lowa’s Sept. 20 game at Pittsburgh 


? likely will be its last non-conference 


Head coach Kirk Ferentz had some doubts nae foe Bane A eelicee Bootar 
: ; . : Playoff school not named Iowa State — 
about Alston during the spring of 2013. Alston’s : 2+ jeast for a while. Iowa’s need for sev- 
: : ? en home games, and the Big Ten’s move 
“Quinton is a guy a year ago at this time : t nine conference games in 2016, will 
: leave ISU as lowa’s only non-conference 
: game against a major conference, for 
“The transformation he’s made in 12 months : 


several years at least. 
— Marc Morehouse 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug.30 NORTHERN IOWA 7-5 
Sept. 6 BALL STATE 10-3 
Sept. 13 IOWA STATE 3-9 
Sept. 20 at Pittsburgh 7-6 
Sept. 27 at Purdue 1-11 
Oct. 11 INDIANA 5-7 
Oct. 18 at Maryland 7-6 
Nov. 1 NORTHWESTERN 5-7 
Nov. 8 at Minnesota 8-5 
Nov. 15 at Illinois 4-8 
Nov. 22 WISCONSIN 9-4 
Nov. 28 NEBRASKA 9-4 
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BOWLING GREEN | FALCONS 


en 


MAC rank: T Record: 10-4 MAC record: 7-1 (Ist, East) Stadium: Perry Stadium (24,000) 


By Bob Narang 


Photo Rick Osentoski-USA TODAY Sports 


ate Johnson 


"It takes two years for everybody to 
be on the same page in our offense, 
The second year we will be rocking 
and rolling.” 

— Coach Dino Babers 


FALCONS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Bowling Green, Ohio 

COACH: Dino Babers — At Bowling Green: Ist year; overall: 19-7, 
2 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Sterlin Gilbert/Matt Mattox 

D IVE COORDINATOR: Kim McCloud 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2013 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 201) 
RETURNING STARTERS: 1!; 5 offense, 5 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Matt Johnson, RB Travis Greene, 
OL Alex Huettel, DE Bryan Thomas, DE Charlie Walker, 
LB D.J, Lynch, LB Gabe Martin, DB Ryland Ward 


PRIMARY STRENTHS: Johnson should only get better under 
the tutelage of Babers, Johnson Is brimming with confidence 
after completing 64.2 percent of his passes for 3,467 yards 
and 25 touchdowns last season, The Falcons are loaded with 
weapons; Greene is an all-around threat, and wide recelvers 
Chris Gallon and Jared Cohen are finally healthy. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The strength of last year's defense 
Is basically gone. The Falcons have major holes in the interior 
of the defensive line, at middle linebacker, and there are three 
secondary starting positions left to fill. Will the defense have 
enough depth to play extended minutes due to the fast-paced 
offense? 


OFFENSE 

“Falcon Fast” is the offensive motto for the new 
regime at Bowling Green. First-year Bowling Green 
coach Dino Babers, replacing Dave Clawson, brings 
his fast-paced offensive philosophy to the Mid- 
American Conference. 

Babers helped tutor Robert Griffin III at Baylor 
and turned Eastern Illinois product Jimmy Garop- 
polo into an intriguing NFL prospect. Junior quar- 
terback Matt Johnson is the ideal fit for Babers’ 
high-octane offense that he hopes to generate 
nearly 90 plays a game. 
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As a sophomore, Johnson passed for 3,467 yards 
and 25 touchdowns in leading the Falcons to 
a 10-4 record that included the MAC championship. 
The offense will go through some initial struggles 
adapting to the faster tempo, but there’s plenty of 
experience and talent at the skill positions to ease 
the transition. 

Junior tailback Travis Greene is a running and 
pass-catching threat capable of thriving in Babers’ 
offense. The offensive line returns three start- 
ers, including second-team All-MAC right guard 
Alex Huettel, but it must adapt to picking up new 
schemes and increased pace. 

The Falcons have a plethora of interesting and 
talented options at receiver, including Chris Gallon, 
Jared Cohen, Ronnie Moore, Heath Jackson, SMU 
transfer Gehrig Dieter and former Ohio State com- 
mitment, Roger Lewis. 


DEFENSE 

Bowling Green’s defense ignited last season's run 
to the conference championship. The Falcons al- 
lowed a scant 15.9 points and 321.4 yards per game. 

Saddled with key losses at defensive line and nearly 
the entire secondary, new coordinator Kim McCloud 
must piece together a defense capable of making 
plays and handling the pressure of the faster tempo 
of games due to Babers’ offense. By spring, several 
members of the defense were leaner and faster. 

The defensive line isn’t particularly big, with 
ends Bryan Thomas and Charlie Walker taking on 
bigger roles this season. 

Linebackers D.J. Lynch and Gabe Martin are the 
glue of the front seven, while free safety Ryland 
Ward is the lone returning starter in the secondary. 
The Falcons signed seven defensive backs in their 
2014 recruiting class. Nilijah Ballew, a three-star 
247Sports recruit, is a player to watch. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Tyler Tate is entrenched as the placekicker after 
drilling 18 of 22 field goal attempts and nearly 
setting several school records last season. Redshirt 
freshman Joe Davidson is the likely replacement for 
punter Brian Schmiedebusch. The Falcons’ return 
game should be a strength, with Moore and Ryan 
Burbrink handling the punt and kick return duties. 


OVERVIEW 

Despite losing several standout defensive play- 
ers, the Falcons are expected to contend for the 
East Division title. Johnson was stellar down the 
stretch last season and should take another step 
in his development under Babers. The offense is 
loaded with talented players, and a favorable early- 
season schedule, followed by four home games in a 
five-game stretch, bodes well to build momentum. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DB Nilijah Ballew: Ballew originally committed to 
Louisville before shifting his allegiance to Bowling 
Green, a rare de-commit from a high-profile confer- 
ence to the MAC. Ballew has the talent to become an 
instant contributor in the Falcons’ depleted secondary. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RESULTS 
= See aoe Fae = SS 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 


5 


Matt Johnson* 
Travis Greene* 
Ryan Burbrink 
Gehrig Dieter 
Heath Jackson 
Ronnie Moore 
Jacob Bennett* 
Ben Steward 
Alex Huettel* 
Ryan Hunter 
Logan Dietz* 


Zach Colvin 
Charlie Walker* 
DJ. Lynch* 

Nate Locke 

Gabe Martin* 
Jude Adjei-Barimah 
Darrell Hunter II 
Brian Sutton 
Ryland Ward* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 98 
P49 


Tyler Tate* 
Joe Davidson 


*Returning starter 


Aug. 28 
Sept.6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct.11 
Oct. 18 
Nov, 4 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 28 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 
VMI 

INDIANA 

at Wisconsin 

at Massachusetts 
BUFFALO 

at Ohio 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Akron 

KENT STATE 

at Toledo 

BALL STATE 


TULSA 
at Kent State 
at Indiana 
MURRAY STATE 
AKRON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
at Mississippi State 
TOLEDO 
at Miami (OH) 
OHIO 
at Eastern Michigan 
at Buffalo 


34-7 
41-22 
10-42 

48-7 

31-14 

28-7 
20-21 
25-28 

45-3 

49-0 

58-7 

24-7 


MAC Championship Game 


vs. Northern Illinois 47-27 


Little Caesars Pizza Bowl 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


+10 


vs. Pittsburgh 27-30 


PER GAME RANK 
34.8 28 
193.4 39 
266.1 3 
459.4 29 


PER GAME 
15.9 
150.6 
170.9 
321.4 


PER GAME 
+07 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Locksley 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
College Park, Md. 


2013: 
7-6 overall, 3-5 ACC (5th, Atlantic) 


COACH: 
Randy Edsall — At Maryland: 13-24, 3 years; 
overall: 87-94, 15 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
18; 7 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB C.J. Brown, RB Brandon Ross, 

WR Stefon Diggs, WR Deon Long, 

C Sal Conaboy, DL Andre Monroe, 

LB Cole Farrand, CB Will Likely, S Sean Davis 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Maryland should be able to move the ball 

as all the pieces are in place. C.J. Brown 

is poised for his finest season, while three 
starters return along the offensive line. There 
are plenty of playmakers, with Ross leading 


a loaded backfield and NFL prospects Stefon 
Diggs and Deon Long heading a talented 
receiving corps. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Maryland was subpar in the punting game 

a year ago and nothing happened during 
spring camp to make Randy Edsall feel more 
confident. The coach called out Nathan 
Renfro toward the end of spring practice for 
his inconsistency. It is uncertain whether 
Stefon Diggs and Deon Long will still be as 
explosive after suffering broken legs in 2013. 


KEY LOSSES: 

OG De’Onte Arnett, TE Dave Stinebaugh, 
LB Marcus Whitfield, CB Dexter McDougle, 
LS Greg Parcher 


OVERVIEW: 

The Terps, coming off their first winning sea- 
son under Edsall, are looking to make some 
noise in their first year in the Big Ten. With a 
fairly soft non-conference schedule, a bowl 
berth seems a strong possibility. It will be 
interesting to see how Maryland fares against 
conference competition after being a middling 
program in the ACC for the past six years. 
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MARYLAND 


fERRAPINS 


For more coverage of the Terrapins, visit maryland.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Stewart 


new era of Maryland football 
Ass as the program moves 

into the Big Ten following 60 
years in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 

Most alumni and fans were initially 
upset the Terrapins would depart a 
conference they helped found in 1954. 
After the shock wore off, the emotion 
changed to excitement surrounding the 
reality of playing in one of the country’s 
most respected football leagues. 

Fourth-year head coach Randy Edsall 
and the players have certainly embraced 
the move. 

“It's going to be a lot of fun. It’s going 
to be a great challenge, but one we're all 
looking forward to,” Edsall said. “When 
you look at that schedule, it’s a real 
grind, but if that doesn’t get your blood 
flowing, you might as well not put the 
pads on.” 

Edsall said the challenge for the 
coaching staff is preparing for new op- 
ponents. The staff had thorough scout- 
ing reports on all the ACC members, 
but they are starting from scratch with 
their new Big Ten brethren. 

“We have a lot of work to do because 
we don’t have a book on any of these 
teams,” Edsall said. “We've already 
spent considerable time reviewing as 
much as tape as we can on the league 
opponents we'll be playing in order to 
get a feel for their personnel and style 
of play.” 

Starting quarterback C.J. Brown, 

a Pennsylvania native, grew up on Big 
Ten football. Brown’s father played 
quarterback at Michigan State, and his 
hometown of Cranberry Township is 
pretty much Penn State territory. 

“It’s going to be really exciting going 
into a new league with new opponents 
and new stadiums,” Brown said. “Big 
Ten football is big-time and we’re 
looking forward to testing ourselves 


STADIUM: Capital One Field at Byrd Stadium (54,000) 


Terps Looking to Make Some Noise in Big Ten Debut 


against some of the best programs in 
the country.” 


OFFENSE 


With a veteran quarterback, expe- 
rienced offensive line and significant 
depth at tailback and receiver, the Terps 
should be able to improve on last sea- 
son’s averages of 26.2 points and 
396.9 total yards. 

Quarterback C.J. Brown is a danger- 
ous runner, and offensive coordinator 
Mike Locksley calls plenty of read- 
option plays to take advantage of that 
ability. The 6-3, 210-pounder is faster 
and more elusive than he appears. He 
totaled a combined 1,150 rushing yards 
in 2011 and 2013. 

Brown took a significant step 
forward as a passer last season, com- 
pleting almost 59 percent of attempts 
for 2,242 yards. By comparison, he 
completed 49 percent of passes for just 
842 yards in 2011. 

“Coming off an outstanding season, 
C.J. has a lot of confidence and now 
wants to perfect himself in all areas, 
whether it’s throwing the ball or read- 
ing defenses. He is determined to take 
his game to another level,” Edsall said. 

Brown, who missed the 2012 season 
because of an ACL injury, is a graduate 
student playing for his third offensive 
coordinator. Edsall said Brown gives 
the coaching staff, and entire offense, 
confidence to have such an experienced 
signal-caller. 

“You know he’s not going to get 
rattled,” Edsall said. 

Edsall declared after the spring-end- 
ing Red-White game that Maryland did 
not have a definitive starting tailback. 

Brandon Ross started 12 of 13 games 
a year ago, leading the team with 776 
rushing yards. But Ross was banged up 
during spring camp and was overtaken 
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by Jacquille Veii, a speedster with 
game-breaking ability. Albert Reid, the 
backup in 2013, is also firmly in the 
mix. Wes Brown, who started three 
games as a true freshman before being 
suspended for all of last season, 
provides further depth. 

“I think we have four proven backs 
that all bring something different to the 
table,” Edsall said. 

Stefon Diggs and Deon Long had 
emerged as one of the top receiving tan- 
dems in the ACC in 2013 before both 
went down with broken legs against 
Wake Forest. Diggs still ranked second 
on the squad with 587 receiving yards 
—and averaged 17.3 yards per catch — 
in being named honorable mention All- 
ACC despite missing the last six games. 

Nigel King and Amba Etta-Tawo took 
over as the starters and stepped up, fin- 
ishing with 33 and 31 catches, respec- 
tively. Levern Jacobs, who plays in the 
slot, led Maryland in receiving a year 


ago with 47 catches for 640 yards. 
Marcus Leak, the second-leading re- 
ceiver in 2012, has re-enrolled in 
school, so that gives the Terps six 
quality wideouts. 

Center Sal Conaboy, who has 27 
career games under his belt, anchors an 
offensive line that has two other return- 
ing starters in left tackle Ryan Doyle 
and right tackle Michael Dunn. Junior 
college transfer Larry Mazyck will likely 
open the season as Maryland’s backup 
right tackle due to lack of familiarity 
with the offense, but he could eventu- 
ally take over as the starter. 


DEFENSE 


Maryland’s defense has been solid 
since Brian Stewart took over as coordi- 
nator in 2012. Stewart has implemented 
a more aggressive, attacking style that 
produced 37 sacks (most since 2001) 
and 101 tackles for loss last season. 

The Terrapins lost just one key 


player, although it was a notable one 
in honorable mention All-ACC line- 
backer Marcus Whitfield. Strong safety 
Sean Davis and inside linebacker Cole 
Farrand will lead a unit that returns 
five of its top six tacklers. 

Matt Robinson converted from 
safety to outside linebacker in 2013 
and emerged as a playmaker — ranking 
fourth on the team in total tackles (73) 
and third in tackles for loss (10). 

Nose tackle Darius Kilgo (6-3, 310) 
proved last season he could be a real 
space-eater capable of taking on double- 
teams. Andre Monroe (5-11, 275) 
may be undersized, but he plays with 
tremendous effort and has an innate 
ability to get penetration — evidenced 
by the fact he led Maryland with 9.5 
sacks and 17 tackles for loss. 

Anthony Nixon and Davis give the 
Terps a strong safety duo, while Will 
Likely was superb as a true freshman. He 
took over as a starting cornerback when 
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Cole Farrand 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB C.J. Brown* Sr. __ Sixth-year senior is a dangerous running threat. Caleb Rowe, Jr. 

RB Brandon Ross* Jr. Power runner has 17 career starts. Albert Reid, Jr. 

FB Kenneth Goins Jr. So. — Extremely athletic and versatile. Tyler Cierski, Sr. 

WR _ Stefon Diggs* Jr. Most dangerous member of the offense. Nigel King, Jr.* 


WR _ Deon Long 

TE — PJ. Gallo 

LT Ryan Doyle* 

LG Silvano Altamirano 
C Sal Conaboy* 

RG Andrew Zeller 

RT Michael Dunn* 


PK Brad Craddock* 
“Returning Starter 


Sr. Averaged 15.3 yards per catch in 2013. 

So. Had highest GPA on team last season. 

Jr. Started at both right and left tackle in 2013. 

Sr. __ This spot won't be settled until fall camp. 

Sr. Leader of offensive line has 22 career starts. 

Je. 300-pounder is a powerful interior run blocker. 

So. Started nine games at guard before moving to tackle. 
Jr. His 21 field goals was third-highest total in school history. _ Adam Greene, Fr. 


Amba Etta-Tawo, So. 
Andrew Isaacs, So. 
Moise Larose, So. 
Evan Mulrooney, Jr. 
Evan Mulrooney, Jr. 
Derwin Gray, Fr. 
Larry Mazyck, Jr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. 
DE Quinton Jefferson* 
NT Darius Kilgo* 

DE Andre Monroe 

LB Matt Robinson* 


COMMENT 


Jr. Fourth on team with 7.5 tackles for loss last year. 
Sr. _ Emerged as a strong run-plugger in 2013. 

Sr. Earned Tatum Award as team’s top lineman. 

Sr. Former safety had 10 TFLs in 2013. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Kingsley Opara, Fr. 
Keith Bowers, Sr.” 
Roman Braglio, So. 
Cavon Walker, So. 


LB Cole Farrand* Sr. Was honorable mention All-ACC in 2013. Jermaine Carter Jr., Fr. 
LB _L.A. Goree* Sr. Third on team with 76 tackles last season. Abner Logan, So. 

LB Yanni Cudjoe-Virgil Sr.__ Missed last seven games of 2013. Yannick Ngakoue, So. 
CB Jeremiah Johnson Sr. __ Played in just one game last season. Alvin Hill, Jr. 

CB Will Likely* So. Speedster started nine games as freshman. Alvin Hill, Jr. 

SS Sean Davis* Jr. Strong in run support, led team with 102 tackles. A.J. Hendy, Sr. 

FS _ Anthony Nixon* Jr. Did not have interception or pass breakup in 2013. Zach Dancel, Jr. 

P Nathan Renfro* Jr. Two-year starter has to work to keep job. Michael Tart, Sr. 


“Returning Starter 
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up the way one would 


want an offensive 
tackle to look and 
Prince is what one 
would come up with. 


der injury, he should be 
able to make an impact 
this season. A true spec- 
imen, Gray is more mus- 
cular than the average 


TERRAPINS RECRUITING 2014 


in an undefeated sea- 
son as a senior at 
Baltimore (Md.) 
McDonogh School. 
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© pamian Prince ; Derwin Gray Josh Woods — 
Cf) The five-star offensive : Like Prince, Gray was The Terps also = 
tackle from nearby : one of the nation’s most shored things up 
Ly District Heights (Md.) : sought after offensive in the: seconda tit 
Bishop McNamara will : tackles in the 2013 class, : |" ig iii 
= be asked to play right | however he had to do with every defensive 
© away. The nation’s ayear of prep school at; back they signed in 
€) No. 2-rated offensive Fork Union Military 2014 standing in at 
= tackle really trans- Academy. Gray was the 6-1 or taller. Woods 
formed his body over pe Balok ann is 6-3 and can play 
LLI his last two years of Gulensive tacnie and NO. corner or safety. He 
@ high school to physi- 2 prospect overall in this 
cally be able to answer i fecruiting cycle, andithe : had 36 tackles and 
CD the challenge. Draw | can overcome a shoul- four interceptions 


2A SPORTS 


offensive lineman. 
Pos Ht Wi Stars Hometown 


Nate Adams IS 62 20 oo Phoenix, AZ 

247Sports Composite ranked No. 6 long snapper nationally... Participated in Semper 
Fidelis All-American Game... All-State... District Defensive Player of the Year... Played 
linebacker, long snapper, tight end and running back... As a senior, had 101 tackles, 
a single-season school record. 


Jesse Aniehonam = 1B 65 230 ©@©© SilverSpring  OurLady of Good Counsel 
Rated No. 7 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 2 player in Maryland by 
247Sports Composite... U.S. Army All-American... All-State. 


Tyler Burke B64 «240 GOO Coatesville, PA Coatesville 
247Sports Composite ranked No, 33 player in Pennsylvania... All-State... League 
Player of the Year... Played linebacker and tight end... Had 150 tackles, 11 sacks and 
three interceptions as a senior... As a junior, helped team to state championship game, 
where he had 18 tackles. 


Antwaine Carter BB 61 10 oo Waldort Westlake 
Rated No. 56 player in Maryland by 247Sports Composite... All-County... Played cor- 
nerback and safety in high school. 


Sean Christie Oo 65 20 ooo Medtord, NY Patchogue-Medford 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 14 player in New York... Second-team All-State... 
Played offensive tackle and defensive line... As a senior, did not allow a sack. 


Denzel Conyers CB O62 200 GOO  Oroville,CA Butte College 
Originally signed with Florida International in 2012... Has three years eligibility remain- 
ing... Had 24 tackles (16 solo), including two tackles for loss, two interceptions and six 
passes broken up in 2013... Rated No. 197 safety nationally by 247Sports Composite 
in 2012. 


NnamdiEgbuaba 1B 61 216 ooo Baltimore St Frances Academy 
Rated No. 36 player in Maryland by 247Sports Composite... Second-team All-State... 
Had 105 tackles, including 17 tackles for loss, and 19 sacks as a senior... Member of 
basketball team. 


Daniel Ezeagwu DB 6 200 OOO _ Stafford, VA Colonial Forge 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 31 player in Virginia... All-State... All-District... 
senior, played cornerback, wide receiver and kick returner... Had 62 tackles, four 
fumbles caused and one interception... Had 50 receptions for 743 yards and nine 
touchdowns. 


Andrew Gray TE 64 235 OOO Chardon, OH Chardon 
Rated No. 71 tight end nationally by 247Sports Composite... Second-team All-Ohio... 
All-District... As a senior, played offense and defense... Had 12 receptions for almost 
200 yards as a junior... Helped team gain 3,815 yards rushing and 44 touchdowns... 
All-State in basketball in 2012. 


Committments 18 
Average Stars 3.11 


OGGGS | 
OOGGS : 
OGGGS " 
OOO6S 


Total Stars 56 
National Rank: 40 


2azsronrs COMPOSITE 
2015 NEEDS: 


Offensive line was the strength of the 2014 class 
for Randy Edsall and his staff and it will need to be 
again in 2015, as the Terrapins likely won't get 
much from their upperclassmen. Quarterback is 
also a big need this cycle despite signing four-star 
dual/athlete Will Ulmer in 2014. The whole defen- 
sive front is an area of need for Maryland, and 
they'll also look to continue building depth in the 
secondary. 


Big Ten: 7 


Tyler Burke 
Not highly rated but 
highly productive, the 
6-4, 225-pound Burke 
registered 150 tackles 
and 11 sacks last year 
at Coatesville (Pa.) 
High. Could be a 
hybrid player for the 
Terrapins, but also 
has some serious 
growth potential. 


By Steve Wiltfong 


wt OW 


OL 65 295 G@OCO Washington,DC Fork Union Military Academy 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite ranked No. 2 prep school player nation- 
ally... Attended Fork Union in 2013... Participated in 2013 Under Armour All-American 
Game... Helped high school team to state championship. 


Stars Hometown 


Brett Kulka OL 65 25 oo Edinboro, PA General Mclane 
Rated No. 63 player in Pennsylvania by 247Sports Composite ... All-State... All-Region 
on offense and defense... As a senior, had 52 tackles (34 solo), including 10 tackles for 
loss, three sacks, two fumbles caused and one interception... Scored one touchdown. 


Lany Mazyck OL 68 30 O00 Washington, DC lowa Westem CC 
NJCAA All-American... 247Sports Composite ranked No. 9 junior college offensive 
tackle nationally... Helped team No. 2 national ranking... All-Conference. 


Brenan Moore OL 64 28 GOO Austin, TX Westwood 
Rated No. 116 offensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite... Second-team 
All-State... Two-time All-District. 


Damian Prince OL 65 25 @000 0 Washington, OC Bishop McNamara 
Parade All-American... USA Today All-American... 247Sports Composite ranked No. 2 
offensive tackle and No. 27 player nationally and No. 1 player in Maryland... Selected 
for 2014 Under Armour All-American Game... Two-time All-State. 


David Shaw DO 65 276 @OO Spring Grove, PA Spring Grove 
Rated No. 58 player in Pennsylvania by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All-VAIAA... 
Had 54 tackles as a junior. 


Will Ulmer 60 185 o00 Laurel St John's College High School 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 12 dual-threat quarterback nationally and No. 3 
player in District of Columbia... Selected for 2014 Under Armour All-American Game... 
As a senior, had more than 1,100 yards passing and 1,300 yards rushing and 
21 touchdowns, 


Juwann Winfree WR 62 18 OOOO Englewool,NJ 
Rated No. 8 athlete nationally and No. 9 player in New Jersey by 247Sports 
Composite... Third-team All-State... Had 33 receptions for 733 yards and eight touch- 
downs as a senior... Had 52 tackles and two interceptions. 


Josh Woods OB 862 18 O06 _ Baltimore McDonough School 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 22 player in Maryland... All-State... Helped team to 
11-0 record in 2013... Played cornerback and wide receiver... As a senior, had 35 
tackles and four interceptions... Had 35 receptions for 800 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
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TERRAPINS SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name . Ht . Cl. Hometown No. Name 


80 Daniel Adams WR Jr. Washington, DC 99 Quinton Jefferson 


Hometown 


68 Silvano Altamirano OL Se San Diego,CA 14 Jeremiah Johnson 


91 Keith Bowers DL Sr. West Palm Beach,FL 52 Malik Jones 


90 Roman Braglio DL “So. Owings Mills 97 Darius Kilgo 


43 Jalen Brooks LB Fr. Suwanee,GA 3 Nigel King 


16 CJ. Brown QB ; Cranberry Twp., PA 13 DeAndre Lane 


Wes Brown RB 200 Baltimore 72 Moise Larose 


Chandler Burkett DL . Panama City,FL 9 Marcus Leak 


Christian Carpenter LS . Brentwood,TN = 4 William Likely 


Belle Glade, FL. 


Jermaine Carter Je, LB  FortWashington 45 Abner Logan 


Cambridge, MA 


Tyler Gierski = RB 260 Sr. Dacula,GA Deon Long 


Washington, DC 


Undray Clark = . Miami, FL 49, Brendan Magistro 


Forest Hill 


Nate Clarke OL 305 Jr. Washington,DC 55 Joe Marchese 


Vernon Hills, IL 


Shane Cockerille QB 220 Fr. Baltimore 87 Brian McMahon 


Columbia 


Milan Collins DB Fr. LaPlata - 


Hammonton, NJ 


= = 42 Tehuti Miles 
Sal Conaboy OL 6-3 Sr. Clarks Summit, PA 


Severna Park 
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63 Mike Minter 
Rashid Conteh OB 5-11 Sr. Alexandria, VA 


Upper Marlboro 


= 93 Andre Monroe 
Brad Craddock P/PK 6-0 Jr. Adelaide, Australia 


S 
7 


Wilmington, DE 


50 Evan Mulrooney OL 
Yannik Cudjoe-Virgil LB 6-2 Sr. Baltimore 


Hollywood, FL 


a 98 Clarence Murphy LB 6-2 255 
Malcolm Culmer WR 5-11 Willingboro, NJ = 
a - 7 Yannick Ngakoue LB 6-2 250 


Bowie 


Dustin Dailey WR 6-0 Jr. El Paso, TX —e = 
20 Anthony Nixon DB 6-1 205 


~ Pittsburgh, PA 


ZachDancel DB 6-0 Jr Ellicott City = — = 
: ~ 38 Zimuzo Nwaigwe RB 5-10 210 
Sean Davis DB 6-1 . Washington, DC eke 


Forest Hill 


. = 57 Kingsley Opara DL 63 285 
Brock Dean 1B 6-0 So. Harrisburg, PA eid - 


Jacksonville, FL 


— — — 5 r 10 
Tia tonsa mies Albert Reid RB 5-9 210 


Washington, DC 


Slefon Diggs — WRT eo 18 Nathan Renfro P/PK 6-1 205 


Brentwood, TN 


ata 7 29 Joe Riddle RB 6-0 205 


Frederick 


Jajuan Dulaney 40 Matt Robinson 1B O63 


Columbia 


‘Michael Dunn 89 Eric Roca TE 62 235 


San Juan, PR 


84 Amba Etta-Tawo 


Newark, DE 


Newark, DE 


7 Caleb Rowe 


Landrum, SC 


79 Maurice Shelton OL 


Greenbelt 


33 Andrew Stefanelli RB 5-10 235 


“Rockville 


29. Michael Tart PIPK 6-2 


~ Charlotte, NC 


“Derwin Gray i ; Washington, pc «37 Avery Thompson LB 6-2 


Chesapeake, VA 


Adam Greene 7 Amold —-78_‘Ty Tucker DL 62 


Walkersville 


Gaithersburg 


Stephen Grommer ; Spartanburg, Sc 38 AlexTwine LB 
Derrick Hayward : 7 Salisbury 95 Azubuike Ukandu DL 6-0 


Towson 


AJ. Hendy : Bowie 34 Jacquille Veii RB 5-9 


Gaithersburg 


Alvin Hill ; Jr. LocaustGrove,GA 24. J.T. Ventura DB 6-1 


Hollidaysburg, PA 


Perry Hills So. Pittsburgh, PA 39 CavonWalker © LB 6-2 


Washington, DC 


Andrew Isaacs So. Manchester, CT 33 Michael Washington DB 5-9 


Capitol Heights 
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Levern Jacobs Jr -—‘Temple Hills, ~=«G1 Jake Wheeler ~=OL_—«s«G-7 


Hollywood, FL 


Taivon Jacobs Fr. Camp Spring 66 Andrew Zeller 


Red Lion, PA 


Albert Reid 13° 70 320 26 


fackles: S. Davis 102, C. Farrand 84, L.A. Goree 76 
Tackles for loss: A. Monroe 17, M. Whitfield 15.5, M. Robinson 10 
DEF. LEADERS Sacks; A. Monroe 9.5, M. Whitfield 9, Y. Cudjoe-Virgil 3 
Interceptions: D. McDougle 3, S. Davis 2, |. Goins 2 


GP Effic Cmp 
C.J. Brown 11 135.9 166 
iby ica Caleb Rowe 7 120.3 64 i 
= GP No. Yards 
w Levern Jacobs 12 47 640 
RECEIVING Stefon Diggs 7 34 587 
cal Nigel King 
s 
oO Brandon Ross 
| RUSHING C.J. Brown 1 «140 «(772 
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NOTEBOOK 


oming off the first winning season of head coach 
Randy Edsall’s tenure, Maryland had a surprising 
number of staff defections. 

Edsall fired offensive line coach Tom Brattan, the 
longest-tenured member of the staff with 13 years at 
Maryland. Wide receivers coach Lee Hull, the other 
holdover from the Ralph Friedgen era, left to become 
head coach at Morgan State. 

Even Edsall seemed surprised when defensive line 
coach Greg Gattuso departed to become head coach 
at Albany. Gattuso was one of Maryland’s best 
recruiters and a favorite among the players. 

Edsall initially hired NFL veteran Dave 
DeGuglielmo as offensive line coach, a somewhat 
curious move considering he had not coached at the 
collegiate level since 2003. It didn’t matter since 
DeGuglielmo lasted a week in College Park before 
leaving to become offensive line coach with the New 
England Patriots. 

Things worked out pretty well, as Maryland wound up 
with Greg Studrawa, who had spent the previous seven 
seasons at LSU. Studrawa, who has 25 years of colle- 
giate coaching experience, was offensive coordinator 
when the Tigers captured the national championship. 

Keenan McCardell, who played 17 seasons in the 
NFL, was hired away from the Washington Redskins 
to coach the wide receivers. This is the first college 
coaching job for McCardell, a two-time Super Bowl 
winner and two-time Pro Bowl selection who 
amassed 11,373 yards and 63 touchdowns on 883 
career receptions. 

Chad Wilt came aboard as defensive line coach after 
spending three seasons in the same role at Ball State. 

Maryland welcomed two talented players back 
to the program during spring camp. 

Wes Brown, a tailback who started three games 
as a true freshman and ranked second on the team in 
rushing, was reinstated after sitting out the 2013 
season due to a university-mandated suspension. 
Meanwhile, Marcus Leak, a wide receiver who was 
second on the squad in catches and receiving yards 
in 2012, rejoined the team after withdrawing from 
school for the fall semester. 

* Three players with eligibility remaining left the 
program following the 2013 season. Wide receiver 
Tyrek Cheeseboro retired for personal reasons while 
linebacker Shawn Petty and quarterback Ricardo 
Young planned to transfer. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“They insert into the conference at that 
Minnesota, Indiana, Northwestern level, and above 
Illinois and Purdue. But they have a chance to get 
right to the Wisconsin and lowa level if they do 
a good job recruiting the next three or four years. 

“Maryland is more talented at the skilled posi- 
tions than at the line of scrimmage, so their biggest 
challenge this year coming into the Big Ten will be 
how their offensive and defensive lines match up. 

“Offensively, they're a spread-slash-pro team. 
Randy Edsall is a very good, veteran coach who will 
have a plan on how to make this transition. 
He knows what he wants to do.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Dexter McDougle went down with a 
season-ending injury in the third game. 
For the most part, the Big Ten is a 
smash-mouth type of league, and Stewart 
takes comfort that Maryland returns all 
three starters along the defensive line. 
End Quinton Jefferson showed signifi- 
cant improvement in his first season as 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 33.3 26 
Rushing 221.9 13 
Passing 182.9 93 
Total 404.7 42 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 29.9 
Rushing = 183.8 
Passing 199.3 
Total 383.1 


PER GAME 
19.9 
150.5 
169.5 
320.0 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PER GAME 
17.4 
131.7 
190.5 
322.2 


RANK DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
- 0.69 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+7 + 0.54 25 -9 
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2012 RANKINGS 


a Starter, notching three sacks and 7.5 
tackles for loss in 2013. Keith Bowers, 
who started eight games at end before be- 
ing beaten out by Monroe, has switched 
to nose tackle and will back up Kilgo. 
Stewart, who employs a 3-4 base align- 
ment, received a multi-year contract 
extension following the 2013 season. 
“I'm excited about this season be- 


cause we have quite a number of players 


who have now been in the system for 
two years and understand what we are 
trying to accomplish,” Stewart said. 
“We have been able to steadily build 
our depth at all three levels. I just feel 
very good about the personnel we have 
across the board.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Brad Craddock, who enters his third 
season as the placekicker, has been 
solid, if not spectacular. The Australian 
converted 21 of 25 field goal attempts 
in 2013, which was the highest percent- 
age in the ACC. Two of the misses came 
on kicks from 50 yards or more. 

Edsall would like to see more con- 
sistency out of punter Nathan Renfro, 
who delivered too many shanks in 
averaging 40.8 yards a year ago. During 
spring camp, the head coach called out 
Renfro, who has one of the few punters 
to receive a full scholarship directly out 
of high school. 

Will Likely, perhaps the fastest player 
on the team, emerged as a dynamic 
return threat as a true freshman. He 
ranked third in the ACC in kickoff 
return average (26.0 yards per attempt) 
and fourth in punt returns (12.8). 

Edsall was so concerned about the 
loss of three-year starting long snap- 
per Greg Parcher that he awarded a 
scholarship to a high school recruit that 
excelled at that specialty. Nate Adams, 
out of Greenway High in Phoenix, was 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 26.2 84 
Rushing 148.4 83 
Passing 248.5 48 
Total 396.9 75 


PERGAME RANK 
25.3 55 
149.3 
225.1 
374.4 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
- 0.5 


RANK 
T-102 


RANK 
99 -7 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 L 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
QB C.J. Brown 


Sixth-year senior has over- 
come multiple injuries to 
become a three-year starter. 
... Missed all of 2012 season 
after suffering a torn ACL dur- 
ing August camp. ... 
Rebounded to have an out- 
standing 2013 campaign, 
passing for 2,242 yards and 
rushing for 576 yards. Is the first quarterback in pro- 
gram history to surpass 2,000 yards passing and 500 
yards rushing in the same season. ... Owns five of the 
top 10 rushing performances by a QB in school history. 
... Has rushed for 100 yards or more in seven games. 


EMERGING STAR 
CB Will Likely 


Was an immediate impact 
player as a freshman, ranking 
third in the ACC in kickoff 
returns and fourth in punt 
return average. ... Selected 
as Maryland's Special Teams 
Player of the Year. ... Thrust 
into the starting lineup at cor- 
nerback four games into the 
season after Dexter McDougle suffered a shoulder injury. 
... Emerged as a playmaker, ranking fifth on the team 
with 70 tackles and leading Terps with six pass break- 
ups. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


OT Larry Mazyck 

Originally signed with 
Maryland in 2010, but did not 
qualify academically and 
attended Fork Union Military 
Academy. ... Played in seven 
games as a reserve tackle for 
New Mexico in 2011 then 
spent past 2013 at lowa 
Western Community College, 
earning first team NCJAA All-America honors. ... At 6-8 
and 340 pounds, has NFL size. ... Was a high school 
basketball standout before taking up football at 
Friendship Collegiate Academy in D.C. 


RESULTS 
7-6, 3-5 
FIU 43-10 
OLD DOMINION 47-10 
at Connecticut 32-21 
vs. West Virginia (Baltimore) 37-0 
at Florida State 0-63 
VIRGINIA 27-26 
at Wake Forest 10-34 
CLEMSON 27-40 
SYRACUSE 3-20 
at Virginia Tech 27-24 
BOSTON COLLEGE 26-29 
at NC State 41-21 
Military Bowl 
vs. Marshall 


Cte Hel art baie ee Se 


20-31 
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Veteran Brown Back 
To Lead Terrapins 


eammates sometimes jokingly call C.J. 
Brown “old man,” or “grandpa.” 

It's understandable. At 23, Brown is older than 
any other member of the Maryland team, and 
he’s been in College Park two years longer than 
head coach Randy Edsall. 

Brown, who will be a rare sixth-year senior 
in 2014, hopes to cap a roller coaster career 
in style. 

“It's been a long journey with a lot of ups and 
downs and hopefully | can have the best year 
of my career,” Brown said. “After five years of 
college football, I've been through it all and seen 
so much. | feel like I’m prepared for, and can 
handle, anything at this point.” 

Brown is coming off his finest campaign, 
establishing a career-high with 2,242 yards 
passing while also ranking second on the 
squad with 576 yards rushing. He threw for 13 
touchdowns and ran for another 12 in earning 
the Ray Krouse Memorial Award as Maryland’s 
Most Valuable Player. 

Following a prolific career at Seneca Valley 
High in Pennsylvania, Brown chose Maryland 
over the likes of Penn State, Pittsburgh and Notre 
Dame. He came to College Park to play for head 
coach Ralph Friedgen and offensive coordinator 
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C.J. Brown 
Photo by Mitch Stringer-USA TODAY Sports 


James Franklin, both of whom are long gone. 
lost a preseason battle with classmate Danny 


Rookie of the Year. 


was superb over the final five games, emerg- 


yards and first with five rushing touchdowns. 


O'Brien transferred to Wisconsin, leaving ; 
Brown as the clear-cut starter going into 2012. : 
However, the injury bug struck again as Brown : 


suffered a torn ACL during August camp. 


Doubters wondered if a running quarterback, : 
who had shown very little passing ability, could : 
be effective coming off such a severe knee in- : 


jury. Brown proved the skeptics wrong in 2013. 


He holds five of the top 10 single-game rush- : 
ing performances by a QB in program history, ; 
including the all-time record (162 yards against : 
Clemson in 2011). After attending the Manning : 
Passing Academy to improve his footwork and : 
technique, Brown also proved to be an accurate 3 
thrower — completing almost 59 percent of 


passes in 2013. 


“It's very comforting for me,” Edsall said, “to : 
know we have that kind of guy with that kind of : 
experience and that kind of makeup being the : 


leader of our team.” 


: rated the nation’s sixth-best long snap- 
: per by 247Sports Composite. 


Maryland has a chance to enter Big 


Ten play unbeaten because the non- 

? conference schedule is not overly 

: challenging. The Terps open against 

: Football Championship Subdivision 

: school James Madison, then travel to 
i face a South Florida squad coming off 
: a 2-10 campaign. 


Maryland routed West Virginia, 37-0, 


: last season and a second straight win 
: over the border rival would leave Syra- 
: cuse as the only obstacle to a 4-0 start. 


Ohio State is the marquee opponent 


coming to Byrd Stadium, while visits to 
: Penn State and Michigan highlight the 
? road schedule. The Terps and Nittany 

? Lions used to play regularly, but have 

? not met since 1993. 


“| think there is a little bit more sense 


? of urgency from the standpoint that 

? we're going to be playing in maybe 

? the toughest division in all of college 

: football,” Edsall said. “You take a look 
: at (East Division members) Michigan, 
After sitting out as a redshirt in 2009, Brown ; Michigan State, Ohio State, Penn State, 
: Rutgers and Indiana — that’s a very 


O'Brien for the starting job. O’Brien became ACC : strong group of programs." 


Maryland’s all-time record against 


, : : its 2014 Big Ten opponents is a dismal 
Brown’s fortunes changed for the better in  7.48-1. Of course, the majority of those 


2011 when he replaced a struggling O’Brien and losses (35) came at the hands of Penn 


: State. The Terps have never played 


ing as a dynamic runner. The 6-3, 210-pounder : jgwa, Ohio State or Wisconsin. 


ranked second on the team with 574 rushing : 


— Bill Wagner 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 JAMES MADISON 6-6 
Sept. 6 at South Florida 2-10 
Sept.13 WEST VIRGINIA 4-8 
Sept. 20 at Syracuse 7-6 
Sept. 27 at Indiana 5-7 
Oct. 4 OHIO STATE 12-2 
Oct. 18 IOWA 8-5 
Oct. 25 at Wisconsin 9-4 
Nov. 1 at Penn State 7-5 
Nov.15 MICHIGAN STATE 13-1 
Nov. 22 at Michigan 7-6 
Nov. 29 RUTGERS 6-7 
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BUFFALO | BULLS 


MAC rank: 6 Record: 8-5 


Joe Licata 


“When it comes to being a great foot- 
ball team, you’ve got to have every- 
body locked in, every single play, 
throughout the entire four quarters.” 
— Coach Jeff Quinn 


BULLS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Buffalo, N.Y. 

COACH: Jeff Quinn — At Buffalo and overall: 17-32, 4 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Alex Wood 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Lou Tepper 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2008 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING; 2012 
RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 7 offense, 4 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Joe Licata, RB Anthone Taylor, 
WR Devon Hughes, TE Matt Weiser, OL Andre Davis, NT Kristjan 


Sokoli, CB Cortney Lester 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offensive line is loaded with 
veterans and should give Licata some room to continue his devel- 
opment. The defense has the proper culture in place, and the 
strength is again at linebacker, where seniors Adam Redden, 

Lee Skinner and Jake Stockman are rock solid. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Bulls relied heavily last season on 
the rushing skills of departed RB Branden Oliver, but there's no 
elite talent on hand to assume that role. If Buffalo cannot run 
the ball, the pressure really heaps on Licata and a still-unproven 
corps of receivers. 


OFFENSE 

The Bulls lost the 1,535 yards and 15 touchdowns 
of workhorse running back Branden Oliver to the 
NFL, so replacing his 310 carries is paramount. 

The rushing load will likely be shared by junior 
Anthone Taylor, junior Devin Campbell (who 
returns to the backfield after playing at receiver last 
season) and sophomore Jordan Johnson. Taylor av- 
eraged almost five yards per carry in a supporting 
role in 2013, with a couple of 100-yard games. 

Junior Joe Licata returns at quarterback after 
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MAC record: 6-2 (2nd, East) 


throwing for 2,824 yards and 24 touchdowns last 
season, while hitting on 58 percent of his passes. 
Hip surgery in the offseason kept Licata out of 
spring ball, but he is expected to be at full speed 
for fall camp. 

The receiving corps needs some focused de- 
velopment, with graduation claiming the top two 
threats. Sophomore Boise Ross and senior Devon 
Hughes will have to fill the void, with help from 
tight ends Matt Weiser (junior) and Mason Schreck 
(sophomore). 

The line protecting Licata is strong and 
experienced, with two-year starting center Trevor 
Sales and third-year starting guard Andre Davis 
providing the senior leadership. Junior John Kling 
returns at left tackle, while senior Jake Silas is a 
fourth returning starter, at right tackle. 


DEFENSE 


After getting its nose bloodied in last season’s 
brutal opening stretch (at Ohio State and at 
Baylor), this unit became a decisive force that held 
eight of its final 11 opponents to 23 or fewer points. 

The Bulls hope to carry on the attacking ap- 
proach that became their trademark, but the loss of 
all-everything linebacker Khalil Mack to the NFL 
makes that difficult. Seniors Jake Stockman, Adam 
Redden and Lee Skinner return at linebacker. 

Senior nose tackle Kristjan Sokoli returns on 
the line after recording five stops for loss in 2013. 
Seniors Tedroy Lynch and Dalton Barksdale also 
should fit into the starting plans along the line. 

The secondary will experience a personnel 
shuffle to fill some gaps, as junior Marqus Baker 
moves into a starting role at cornerback, joining 
senior Cortney Lester, a four-year starter with nine 
career interceptions. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Bulls are looking for improved consistency 
from senior Patrick Clarke, in his third season as 
the starter, after he hit just 13 of 20 field goal tries 
last season, Punter Tyler Grassman is another 
three-year starter who averaged 40 yards a kick 
and put 26 punts inside the 20. 


OVERVIEW 

This team grabbed the attention of the MAC by 
putting together a seven-game winning streak last 
season, but the uncertainty is borderline overwhelm- 
ing as the Bulls ponder how to follow up that ac- 
complishment. It will be a tough encore, since many 
of the top playmakers from the 8-5 team of 2013 are 
gone. Buffalo seems headed for a retreat to medioc- 
rity, unless a few surprises develop in key places. 


TOP NEWCOMER | } 

ns oz iat. § =, * 

_ DB Ishmael Hargrove: This highly decorated A 
physical defender hails from Cleveland-area power 
Gilmour Academy, where he was a first-team 
all-state pick last season. Hargrove has the size 

_ (6-2,195) to be a punishing tackler and the 

_, athletic skills to make plays all over the field. 


: 


Stadium: UB Stadium (29,013) | 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 
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2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RESULTS 
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2013 RANKINGS 


Anthone Taylor 
Boomer Brock 
Boise Ross 

Devon Hughes 
Matt Weiser* 
John Kling* 
Andre Davis* 
Trevor Sales* 
Robert Blodgett* 
Jake Silas* 


Dalton Barksdale 
Kristjan Sokoli* 
Max Perisse 
Tedroy Lynch 
Lee Skinner* 
Adam Redden* 
Jake Stockman 
Cortney Lester* 
Marqus Baker 
Witney Sherry 
Okezie Alozie 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 45 | Patrick Clarke* 
P Tl | TylerGrassman* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept.6 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 5 


Nov. 1] 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 28 


at Ohio State 
at Baylor 
STONY BROOK (SOT) 
CONNECTICUT 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Western Michigan 
MASSACHUSETTS 
at Kent State 
OHIO 
at Toledo 
at Miami (OH) 
BOWLING GREEN 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
vs. San Diego State 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
30.3 
167.4 
227.3 
394.7 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
24.4 
166.6 
216.2 
382.8 


TO MARGIN 
+14 


PER GAME 
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By Matt Markey 


sYs Boerne 


bind 


DUQUESNE 


at Army 
BAYLOR 


NORFOLK STATE 
MIAMI (OH) 

at Bowling Green 

at Eastern Michigan 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


at Ohio 
AKRON 


KENT STATE 
at Massachusetts 


20-40 
13-70 
26-23 
41-12 
42-14 
33-0 
32-3 
41-21 
30-3 
41-5] 
44-7 
7-24 


24-49 


Sam 


For more coverage of the Wolverines, visit michigan.247Sports.com 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 


2013: 
7-6 overall, 3-5 (5th, Legends) 


COACH: 
Brady Hoke — At Michigan: 26-13, 3 years; 
overall: 73-63, 11 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
16; 6 offense, 9 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Devin Gardner, RB Derrick Green, 

RB De'Veon Smith, TE/WR Devin Funchess, 
DE Frank Clark, DE Brennen Beyer, 

LB Jake Ryan, LB James Ross 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
Michigan's defense, especially up the middle 
with experienced linebackers, is the stron- 
gest part of this team. Offensively, Gardner 
returns after nearly becoming the second 


quarterback in program history to throw for 
3,000 yards. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The offensive line was Michigan’s biggest 
problem a year ago, and that could be the 
case again in 2014. Michigan lost senior OTs 
Taylor Lewan and Michael Schofield, and 
ended spring practice without a true top five 
rotation. Michigan lacks a senior scholarship 
offensive linemen. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Fitz Toussaint, WR Jeremy Gallon, 

LT Taylor Lewan, RT Michael Schofield, 

NT Quinton Washington, SS Thomas Gordon 


OVERVIEW: 

The Wolverines have lost at least six games 
in four of the past six seasons. That's not all 
Hoke’s fault, but the 2013 campaign was his 
worst since arriving in 2011. The pressure on 
Hoke to get things back on the right track 
seems to be at an all-time high. Michigan 
will need to develop a host of younger play- 
ers, as the Wolverines have only.10 scholar- 
ship seniors — just two on offense. 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Doug Nussmeier 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Mattison 


STADIUM: Michigan Stadium: 107,501 


A Season of Change, Pressure and Youth Awaits Michigan 


omeone needed to answer for 
Sens colossal disappoint- 
ment that was 2013. 

And midway through January, some- 
one did. 

Al Borges is out; Doug Nussmeier is in. 

Michigan coach Brady Hoke shook up 
his coaching staff this winter by firing 
Borges — his offensive coordinator for 
the past five seasons (both at Michigan 
and San Diego State) — and hiring 
Alabama play-caller Doug Nussmeier 
the very next day. 

“It’s Michigan football. When you say 
the word ‘Michigan,’ everybody knows 
about Michigan football,” Nussmeier said. 

“When you say Michigan, it’s syn- 
onymous with football. I don’t care if 
you go to a mall in California, Texas, 
Florida — you're going to see somebody 
wearing ‘Michigan.’ 

“This isn’t about me; this isn’t about 
coaching; it’s always about the players. 
And the type of people that come to 
Michigan, the quality of kids, what they 
achieve not only on the field — but 
look at the achievement off the field. 
It’s a special, special place, and there’s 
not many of them.” 

Michigan finished No. 86 nationally 
in total offense last season. The Wolver- 
ines allowed more tackles for loss (114) 
than anyone in America, and ran for 
just 125.7 yards per game a season ago 
— the third-worst year the program has 
had since 1962. 

And while the Wolverines are busy 
installing a new offense, Hoke also 
created a quarterback competition 
between fifth-year senior Devin Gardner 
and sophomore Shane Morris. Gardner 
threw for nearly 3,000 yards last season 
and had 21 touchdowns, but he also 
tossed 11 interceptions. 

Morris, meanwhile, made his first career 
start in the team’s bowl loss last December. 


“T think (the competition) is close,” 
Hoke said. “I think it’s going to be 
pretty exciting to hear what they’ve 
done all summer.” 

The offensive changes aren’t the only 
tweaks Hoke has made. 

Michigan’s fourth-year coach also 
shuffled his entire defensive staff. Defen- 
sive coordinator Greg Mattison got rid 
of his defensive line coaching duties and 
will now coach the team’s linebackers. 

Former inside linebackers coach Mark 
Smith moves down to the defensive 
line. Former secondary coach Curt 
Mallory will handle only the safeties, 
and ex-outside linebackers coach Roy 
Manning will teach the cornerbacks. 

“Everyone on the staff and the kids 
are really excited about these changes,” 
Hoke said. “Greg and I met and felt 
this was the best for everyone, includ- 
ing him and his ability to coach 
a position group and run a defense 
from the middle. 

“When you look at Mark’s experience 
on the defensive line, then being able to 
split the secondary, where you have five 
positions and 20-plus guys, and with the 
way offense and passing has changed in 
college football, I think it balances our 
staff on that side of the ball.” 

You're either getting better or you’re 
getting worse. No one stays the same. 

And at Michigan, everyone is cer- 
tainly hoping for the former. 

“We've had a great spring, and I think 
we did come closer as a team,” defen- 
sive end Frank Clark said. “And that just 
brings everyone together as a family. 
Everyone, including the freshmen, I feel 
like they’ve all bought into this. 

“A lot of these guys, we've been to- 
gether for three, four years. The team is 
a young team, but we have a lot of guys 
here who played early. We’ve been on 
the field together. We know each other. 
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Devin Funchess A 
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We're tight-knit. We’re ready to battle 
for each other.” 


OFFENSE 


Michigan’s offense last season was one 
of the worst the program has had in the 
past 60 years, and it wasn’t really close. 

The offensive line started nine differ- 
ent players up front, and no combi- 
nation worked, as Michigan mustered 
just 3.3 yards per carry and racked up 
a whopping 460 yards in negative plays 
from the line of scrimmage. 

The Wolverines are still tinkering 
with their offensive line, and are hop- 
ing Doug Nussmeier’s simplified inside- 
zone rushing attack will help a young 
group adjust and begin to move forward 
rather than back. 

Sophomore guards Kyle Bosch and 
Kyle Kalis are back after getting starting 
experience a year ago, while sophomore 
Erik Magnuson — who made seven 


to move out to left tackle. Center Gra- 
ham Glasgow, the only interior lineman 
to start all 13 games last season, will sit 
out the season opener after an offseason 
drunken driving arrest. Look for junior 
Jack Miller to play in his place. 

Fifth-year senior quarterback Devin 
Gardner returns for his final season, 
and will now work with his third of- 
fensive coordinator. If Gardner can 
hold off sophomore Shane Morris for 
the starting job, he’ll need to focus on 
his health — as he was forced to miss 
the final game of last season with 
a foot injury. 

Behind Gardner, Michigan will look 
to replace departed senior Fitz Toussaint 
with sophomores Derrick Green and 
De’Veon Smith. Green — the top-ranked 
running back in the 2013 signing class 
— and Smith combined to rush for 387 
yards on 109 carries a year ago. 

Devin Funchess, a 6-5, 230-pound 
receiver/tight end, becomes the squad’s 


go-to target, taking over for departed 
senior Jeremy Gallon, who set school re- 
cords for catches and yards in a season 
last year. 

Michigan lined up true freshman 
Freddy Canteen as the No. 2 wide 
receiver during the spring game. The 
6-1 Canteen has 4.4 speed, but will 
likely need to add strength to force 
teams from simply doubling Funchess 
on every snap. Outside of that, look for 
sophomores Amara Darboh and Jehu 
Chesson to compete for time, as well as 
fellow sophomore Da’Mario Jones. 

And with Funchess often moving 
away from his tight end spot, and 
projected sophomore starter Jake Butt 
going down with an ACL tear in Feb- 
ruary, the Wolverines were forced to 
get creative. 

Michigan moved former defensive 
lineman Keith Heitzman to offense to 
add some depth at tight end. Junior A.J. 
Williams — who has one career catch 
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Blake Countess . 
Photo by AP Photo/Tony Ding 
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QB Devin Gardner* Sr. 
RB Derrick Green So. 
WR _ Freddy Canteen Fr. 
WR Dennis Norfleet Jr. 
WR _ Devin Funchess* Jr. 
TE AJ Williams* Jr. 
LT _ Erik Magnuson* So. 
LG Kyle Bosch So. 
C Graham Glasgow* Jr. 
RG Kyle Kalis* So. 
RT Ben Braden So. 
K Matt Wile* Sr. 


Threw for 2,960 yards, 21 TDs, 11 INTs in 2013. 
Will compete with De’Veon Smith for No. 1 job. 
First-year player ended spring as a starter. 

First year as a full-time slot player. 

Tall playmaker had 748 yards, 6 TDs in 2013. 
Returning starter Jake Butt is rehabbing ACL tear. 
Started seven games at guard last season. 
Started three games at guard a year ago. 
Suspended for opener but should regain his spot. 
Logged eight starts at right guard last year. 
Third-year sophomore has not played yet. 
Starting punter a year ago; 5 of 8 career on FGs. 


Shane Morris, So. 
De'Veon Smith, So. 
Amara Darboh, So. 
Da'Mario Jones, So. 
Jehu Chesson, So. 
Keith Heitzman, Jr. 
Mason Cole, Fr. 
David Dawson, Fr. 
Jack Miller, Jr. 
Patrick Kugler, Fr. 
Graham Glasgow, Jr. 
J.J. MeGrath, Fr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


STARTER COMMENT 


DE Frank Clark* Sr. 
NT Willie Henry* So. 
DT — Chris Wormley So. 
DE —_ Brennen Beyer* Sr. 
LB Desmond Morgan* Sr. 

LB Jake Ryan* Sr. 
LB James Ross III* J. 

CB Blake Countess* Jr. 

CB Ray Taylor* Sr. 

SS _ Delano Hill So. 
FS _ Jarrod Wilson* Jr. 

P Will Hagerup Sr. 

“Returning Starter 


Career-high 43 tackles, 12 TFLs in 2013. 

Came on late in ‘13; one of the most improved up front. 
Played three spots on the DL last year as a reserve. 
Has made plays at linebacker and DE in his career. 

A three-year starter, moves to outside LB. 

20 TFLs over past two seasons; first season at inside LB. 
Made 85 tackles last season playing the weakside. 
Had six interceptions in 2013. 

Made 86 tackles, four interceptions a year ago. 

Did not appear in a game on defense last year. 

50 tackles, 2 TFLs, 2 interceptions last season. 

Big Ten Punter of the Year in ‘12; suspended last season. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Mario Ojemudia, Jr. 
Ryan Glasgow, So. 
Maurice Hurst, Fr. 
Taco Charlton, So. 

Joe Bolden, Jr. 
Desmond Morgan, Sr. 
Royce Jenkins-Stone, Jr. 
Jourdan Lewis, So. 
Channing Stribling, So. 
Dymonte Thomas, So. 
Jeremy Clark, So. 

Matt Wile, Sr. 
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VERINES RECRUITING 2014 Exo 


four interceptions as 
a senior and is an 
absolute lock-down 
corner. 


be tough to keep off the 


field. A Top100 recruit, 
and the nation’s No. 8 
defensive tackle pros- 


Ms / 
2 
5 
J \ a, 
o dJabrill Peppers Bryan Mone Freddy Canteen 
\) _ The nation’s top-rated After enrolling early out A speedy and dynamic 
co ate ig ding of Salt Lake City (Utah) receiver that made his 
Lu ea Eade a Highland, the 6-4, presence known dur- 
iy Defensive ae : : 

> Player of the Year is 315-pound Mone joins ing the spring as an 
(>) a five-star recruit on a deep interior defen- early enrollee for the 
() _ Offense and defense, sive line group at Wolverines, the 6-1, 
= Sao cater ft the eke! rrliaaa a lt fetal 

: - on the roster brings the comes to Ann Arbor by 
Lu sre pe * same combination of way of Elkton (Md.) 
a 210-pound Peppers size and athleticism Eastern Academy. He's 
© had 57 tackles and Mone brings, so he'll the best bet of true 


freshman to play 
meaningful downs in 
their first season. 


pect in 2014. 


Fos Wl Wr Stars Hemelown 


lan Bunting TE 6-7 223 G@OO0 Hinsdale, ik Hinsdale Central 
Rated No. 11 tight end nationally and No. 12 player in Illinois by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 27 career receptions for 583 yards and four touchdowns... Had 12 
career tackles... As a senior, had 10 receptions for 165 yards... Had 16 receptions for 
412 yards and four touchdowns as a junior. 


Juwann Bushell-BeattyOT 6-5 2985 OOo Paramus, NJ Paramus Catholic 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 27 offensive tackle nationall and No. 11 player in New 
Jersey... Participated in 2014 Under Armour All-America Game... Helped team to two 
consecutive state championships. 


Freddy Canteen WR 6-1 170 @@@O_ Elkton, MD Eastern Christian Academy 
Rated No. 47 wide receiver nationally and No. 4 player in Maryland by 247Sports 
Composite. 


Mason Cole OT 65 275 GG&OO Tarpon Springs, FL East Lake 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 15 offensive guard nationally and No. 19 player in 
Florida... U.S. Army All-American... All-State as a junior. 


Michael Ferns 1B 6-3 «©2385 GOGO Saint Clairsville,OH Saint Clairsville 
Rated No. 6 inside linebacker nationally and No. 6 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... Selected for UnderArmour All-American Game... All-District... As a senior, 
had 144 tackles, four sacks and two fumbles caused... Had 133 tackles as a junior. 


Noah Furbush IB OB-4 ooo Kenton, OH Kenton 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 40 outside linebacker nationally and No. 27 player in 
Ohio... Had 239 career tackles, including 43 tackles for loss, three sacks and three 
fumbles caused... Had six career receptions for 102 yards and one touchdown... Had 
124 tackles, including 30 tackles for loss, three sacks, one fumble caused and three 
fumbles recovered as a senior. 


Drake Harris WR 64 180 @OO6O GrandRapids Grand Rapids Christian 
Rated No. 8 wide receiver and No. 67 player nationally and No. 3 player in Michigan by 
247Sports Composite... Selected to Under Armour All-American Game... Had 136 
career receptions for 2,966 yards and 33 touchdowns... Missed senior season due to 
hamstring injury... Helped team to state championship as a junior... Had 91 receptions 
for 2,016 yards and 23 touchdowns. 


Lawrence Marshall DE 6-4 230 ©G@© Southfield Southfield 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 10 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 4 
player in Michigan... Detroit Free-Press All-State... As a senior, had 68 tackles, eight 
sacks and three fumbles caused. 


6-4 315 OGO6 Salt Lake City, UT Highland 


Bryan Mone oT 
Rated No. 8 defensive tackle nationally and No. 2 player in Utah by 247Sports 
Composite... Participated in 2014 Under Armour All-America game... Had 144 career 
tackles, including 19 tackles for loss, and six sacks... Had 35 solo tackles, including 
six tackles for loss, as a senior... As a junior, had 70 tackles, including 10 tackles for 
loss, and three sacks. 
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Commitiments 16 
Average Stars 3,63 


SOG66 1 


COOSoo = 
GOOOGOG 7 
GCOooo ° 
National Rank: 20 


Big Ten: 2 


2azsronrs COMPOSITE 
2015 NEEDS: 


The Wolverines did not sign a running back in 2014 
after signing two touted guys in 2013, so look for 
Michigan to try and lure a big-time back in 2015, 
Weakside and strongside defensive end are two more 
needs for the Wolverines as they still try to shore 
things up at the point of attack. 


Maurice Ways 
While in-state receiver 
Drake Harris comes 
in with the most 
hype, Ways earned 
his offer from 
Michigan following a 
workout at his school. 
At 6-4, 195-pounds, 
he has the size the 
Wolverines need on 
the outside. Ways had 
a big senior season, 
catching 55 passes 
for 1,261 yards and 
16 touchdowns. 


By Steve Wiltfong 


Pes Mm Wi Stars Hometown j 


Brady Pallante TT 61 25 ooo Naples, FL Barron Collier 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 108 defensive tackle nationally... As a senior, had 
42 tackles, one sack and one fumble recovered... Florida state heavyweight wrestling 
champion as a junior. 


Jabrill Peppers DB 6-1210 OGO060 Paramus, NJ Paramus Catholic 
Rated No. 1 cornerback, No. 3 player nationally and No. 1 player in New Jersey 
by 247Sports Composite... USA Today Defensive Player of the Year... Participated 
in 2014 Under Armour All-America Game... Had 134 career tackles, including 
five tackles for loss, two sacks and seven interceptions... Had 3,059 career 
yards rushing and 43 touchdowns... Had 57 tackles and four interceptions as a 
senior. 


Wilton Speight QB 66 24 600 Richmond, VA The Collegiate School 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 22 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 16 player 
in Virginia... Participated in 2014 Under Armour All-America game... Helped team to 
State championship game... As a senior, had 2,845 yards passing and 33 touch- 
downs... Had 292 yards rushing... Had 3,034 yards passing and 35 touchdowns as a 
junior. 


dared Wangler BB 62 2155 ooo Warren De La Salle 
Rated No. 14 player in Michigan by 247Sports Composite... Selected to Under Armour 
All-American Game... Detroit Free-Press All-State... Had 115 career tackles, including 


8.5 tackles for loss, three interceptions and one sack... Had 25 career receptions for 
279 yards and one touchdown... Had 46 tackles, including three tackles for loss, as 
a senior. 


Brandon Watson DB 511 18 OOo Elkton, MD Eastern Christian Academy 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 50 cornerback nationally and No. 20 player in 
Maryland. 


Maurice Ways WR 64 195 OOO Beverly Hills Detroit Country Day 
Rated No. 77 wide receiver nationally and No. 8 player in Michigan by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 106 career receptions for 2,218 yards and 25 touchdowns... 
As a senior, had 55 receptions for 1,261 yards and 16 touchdowns... Had 51 
receptions for 957 yards and nine touchdowns as a junior... Member of basketball 
team. 


Chase Winovich 1B 63 216 OG60  Clairon,PA Thomas Jefferson 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 24 outside linebacker nationally and No. 7 player 
in Pennsylvania... Had 149 career tackles, 22 sacks, seven fumbles recovered and 
one interception... Had 1,031 career yards rushing and 17 touchdowns on 119 
carries... Had 57 tackles, 13 sacks, three fumbles caused and three fumbles recov- 
ered as a senior... Completed 14 of 29 passes for 210 yards and three touch- 
downs... Had 961 yards rushing... As a junior, had 69 tackles, nine sacks and four 
fumbles recovered. 
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WOLVERINES SPRING 


No. Name 


91 Kenny Allen 


ROSTER 


32 Shaun Austin 


62 Blake Bars 


OL 


8 Russell Bellomy 


QB 


31 Nick Benda 


97 Brennen Beyer 


35 Joe Bolden 


65 Kyle Bosch 


71 Ben Braden 


56 Joey Burzynski 


88 Jake Butt 


17 Freddy Canteen 


WR 


41 Anthony Capatina 


WR 


33 Taco Charlton 


DE 


86 Jehu Chesson 


57 Frank Clark 


34° Jeremy Clark 


6 Brian Cleary 
52 Mason Cole 


0B 
oL 


18 Blake Countess 


0B 


49 Anthony Dalimonte 


CB 


55 David Dawson 


30 Reon Dawson 


3 Bo Dever 


29 Ross Douglas 


83 Jaron Dukes 


51 Michael Ferns Fnat 


73 Chris Fox 
51 Greg Froelich 


87 Devin Funchess 


12 Allen Gant 


98 Devin Gardner 


42 Ben Gedeon 


61 Graham Glasgow 


96 Ryan Glasgow 


99 Matthew Godin 


27 Derrick Green 


40 Will Hagerup 


14 Drake Harris 


5 Justice Hayes 


92 Keith Heitzman 


37 Bobby Henderson 


LB 


69 Willie Henry 


oT 


Delano Hill 
0 Khalid Hill 


DB 6-0 205 So. 


TE 


6-2 


4 Delonte Hollowell 


5-9 


Sione Houma 


FB 


6-0 


Maurice Hurst Jr. 


oT 


6-2 


Royce Jenkins-Stone LB 


6-2 


yy) PASSING 

= 

O)  Recewine 
- 

xq 

=| 

Q Rusnine 

Lah Mo, 

Q 

2 DEF. LEADERS 


D. Gardner 
D. Green 


F. Toussaint 


Tackles: R. Taylor 86, J. Ross Ill 85, D. Morgan 79 
Tackles for loss: F. Clark 12, C. Gordon 8.5, J. Ross {11 5.5 
Sacks: C. Gordon 5, F. Clark 4.5, two tied with 2.5 

Interceptions: B. Countess 6, R. Taylor 4, T. Gordon 3 


No. Name Wt Cl. Hometown 
Michael Jocz TE 231 So. Novi 
Drake Johnson RB 212 So. Ann Arbor 
Da'Mario Jones WR 198 So. Westland 
Kyle Kalis OL 304 So. Lakewood, OH 
Jonathan Keizer WR 215 Jr. Portage 
Joe Kerridge FB | 247 J. ‘Traverse City 
Cincinnati, OH Patrick Kugler OL 6-5 295 Fr. Wexford, PA 
St. Charles, IL JourdanLewis DB 5-10 174 So. 
Rockford Dan Liesman 1B 6-2 223 So. 
_ Garlsbad, CA ErikMagnuson OL 6-6 295 So. 
Pickerington, OH = Mike McCray (B64 242 Fr, 
___ Ekton, MD 46 J.McGrath =—=OK)OG-2 233 Ft, 
Novi 55. Garrett Miller 6-4 254 Fr, 
Pickerington, OH =]. Jack Miller ol 64 27 | 
St.Louis,MO 9] Alex Mitropoulos-Rundus DL 6-2 265 Jr. 
__ Cleveland, OH = 99° Bryan Mone DT 64 315 Fe.  SaltLake City, UT 
206 So, Madisonville, KY 33 Francois Montbrun DB 5-10 187 Fr. Ishpeming 
} So. _—_—~Detroit «45 Garrett Moores 086-3 209 ‘Fr — Detroit 
Fr._Tarpon Springs, Fl_ 4g Desmond Morgan LB 61 232 Sr Holland 
sr, Owings Mills, WO Shane Moris QB 63 202 So. Warren 
Fe Bloomfield Wiis, = >> Dennis Norfieet. WR S767 ue. Detroit 
= meet 53 Mario Qjemudia DE 63 250 Jc Farmington Hil 
a 
imme «CO Ondre Pipkins DT 63 313 Jr. ‘Kansas City, MO 
bs —_63._ Ben Pliska OL 63 27 So. Kirkland, WA 
Fr. Avon, OH a rn " 
F Tohumbus,on © 7_Metry Poo DE 64 271 Fr. Baltimore, MD 
Fe Saint Gairevii, on © 2" Richardson DB 5-9 172 So Detroit 
Parker, co «mes Rossi LB G1 225 Orchard Lake 
Fe Waplewood, uy = 47_Jake Ryan 1B 63 235 Sr ‘Westlake, OH 
Farmington Wiis «74 _PanSamuelson OL 6-5 282 Fr ~ Plymouth, IN 
33 Wyatt Shallman RB 6-3 243 Fr. Novi 
4 De'VeonSmith RB 5-11 223 So. Warren, OH 
19 Wilton Speight QB 6-6 230 Fr. Richmond, VA 
8 Channing Stribling DB 6-2 176 So. 
50 Tom Strobel DE 66 268 So, 
13 AlexSwieca OB 61 210 Jr 
43 ScottSypniewski LS 6-1 226 Fr. 
6 RaymonTaylor DB 5-10 182 Sr. 
Grand Rapids 25 Dymonte Thomas 0B 6-2 191 So. Alliance, OH 
Grand Blanc Logan Tuley-Tillman OL 6-7 290 Fr. Peoria, IL 
1s Hilliard, OH JackWangler = WR 6-1 200 Fr. ~ Royal Oak 
So. Hopewell Junction, NY Brandon Watson DB 5-11 185 Fr. Elkton, MD 
“$0. Cleveland, OH Antonio Whitfield RB 5-4 156 So, Canal Winchester, OH 
Detroit Matt Wile 6-2 223 Sr. San Diego, CA 
255 Fr. Detroit A. Williams 263 Jr. Cincinnati, OH 
175 Detroit Jarrod Wilson Jt. Akron, OH 
240 Salt Lake City, UT Chris Wormley So. Toledo, OH 
27 Westwood, MA Michael Wroblewski Fr. Saint Clair Shores. 
Zi So Harper Woods 
GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
D. Gardner 12 146.07 208 345 11 60.3 2960 21 84 246.7 
S. Morris 5 9984 29 47 2 61.7 261 0 36 «52.2 
GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
J. Gallon 13 89 1373 15.4 9 84 105.6 
D.Funchess 13 49 748 153 6 59 57.5 
2 oO tS7 : 


NOTEBOOK 


he player who turned the most heads as an early- 

enrollee this spring was freshman wide receiver 
Freddy Canteen. 

The 6-1, 170-pounder ended spring camp as a 
starter at wide receiver, and he had the highlight of 
the spring game — a 45-yard catch-and-run down 
the sidelines. His polished route-running, agility and 
end-to-end speed has set him apart so far. 

“I came in here ready to compete, to try to get an 
edge on guys,” Canteen said. “I think I've done pretty 
well at that. 

“No problems at all.” 

© One thing that kept Michigan football fans guess- 
ing this spring was the search for a new radio play-by- 
play man, after the longtime voice of Michigan football 
— Frank Beckmann — stepped down in January 
after more than 30 years in the booth. 

Michigan made a splash here, moving longtime color 
analyst Jim Brandstatter into the play-by-play role, and 
hiring NFL Hall of Fame member and former Michigan 
All-American Dan Dierdorf as the new color man. 

“I've been fortunate to sit next to some outstand- 
ing play-by-play guys for the last 30 years,” 
Brandstatter said. “| hope I've learned something 
from those guys. 

“It’s just really cool. Really, really cool and I'm 
very excited.” 

Most of Michigan's winter offseason was cloud- 
ed around fallout from the December expulsion of 
former Michigan kicker Brendan Gibbons, who was 
found to have been in violation of the university's 
sexual misconduct policy in 2009. 

Gibbons, who was expelled on Dec. 23, was 
arrested in Ann Arbor in 2009 during an investigation 
into a sexual assault complaint. He was never 
charged in the case. 

Gibbons, who was Hoke's starting kicker for the 
past three seasons, was notified of his expulsion on 
Nov. 20 — but he played his final game in a Michigan 
uniform three days later. Neither Hoke nor athletic 
director Dave Brandon has made public comments 
on the matter — claiming federal student privacy 
laws prohibit it. 

“Believe me, | can't say anything,” Hoke said. “You 
know, | don’t like that. But | can't.” 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“Michigan has become the most difficult team 
to figure out based on spring practice. A year ago 
| was really impressed when | was there for 
spring practice. I'd have to say the same thing 
again this year. Seven of their 16 incoming 
recruits were at spring practice. They had all but 
nine scholarship players at spring practice. That’s 
an unbelievable number. 

“The major storyline is the reorganization of 
the staff. (New OC) Doug Nussmeier brings high 
energy to the offense. The offense has to take on 
his personality. 

“This is still a young team. The issue is, is ita 
young, talented team, or is it a young, not-so-tal- 
ented team? To me, they're talented enough. They 
still have more talent than probably at least 10 
teams on their schedule.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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i Devin Gardner 
Photo by Rick Osentoski-USA TODAY Sports J — 


— is expected to start. Butt, meanwhile, 
could return from his injury by the start 
of Big Ten play. 


DEFENSE 


Michigan’s defense took a step back 
last season after performing as one of the 
top statistical units in 2011 and 2012. 

With a newly-tweaked defensive staff 
in place, Michigan will rely on a trio of 
multi-year starting linebackers to lead a 
group with plenty of playing experience. 

Team captain Jake Ryan will move to 
middle linebacker, pushing Desmond 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 33.3 26 
Rushing 221.9 13 
Passing 182.9 93 
Total 404.7 42 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
29.9 
183.8 
199.3 
383.1 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
17.4 6 
131.7 39 
190.5 16 
322.2 17 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
19.9 
150.5 
169.5 
320.0 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK  TOMARGIN PER GAME 
+7 + 0.54 25 -9 - 0.69 
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2012 RANKINGS 


Morgan to the weakside and James Ross 
to the strongside. Morgan is a fourth- 
year starter, as is Ryan. Ross has started 
in each of his first two years on campus. 

The defensive line returns a pair of 
experienced, and explosive, ends in 
seniors Frank Clark and Brennen Beyer. 
Beyer moves back to the defensive line 
after playing outside linebacker for most 
of the early portion of 2013. Inside, 
though, things are a bit different. 

Sophomore Willie Henry is expected 
to take over at nose tackle, replacing 
Quinton Washington. Redshirt fresh- 
man Maurice Hurst, sophomore Chris 
Wormley and sophomore Matt Godin 
are all fighting for time at defensive 
tackle next to him. 

The highlight of the offseason will be 
showcased in the defensive backfield, 
as one of Michigan’s most highly-antici- 
pated recruits — ever — will hit campus 
in August in the form of five-star corner 
Jabrill Peppers. 

Peppers will compete with Blake Count- 
ess and Ray Taylor for time at corner. Also 
in the mix on the edge are sophomores 
Jourdan Lewis (who started in the spring 
game) and Channing Stribling. 

Michigan is hoping to be more ath- 
letic and aggressive at corner than last 
season, especially after being torched 
for big plays late in the season in losses 
to Ohio State and Kansas State. 

At safety, Michigan looks to replace 
strong safety Thomas Gordon with 
either Dymonte Thomas or Delano Hill 
— a pair of sophomores who played 
sparingly in 2013. Junior Jarrod Wilson 
is back after playing as a full-time starter 
for the first time in 2013. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Departed senior Brendan Gibbons 
leaves a hole at placekicker. Gibbons, 
who was 45 of 60 on career field goal 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 32.2 46 
Rushing 125.7 102 
Passing 247.8 51 
78 Total 373.5 86 


PER GAME 
26.8 
140.2 
231.3 
371.5 


RANK DEFENSE 
20 Scoring 
51 Rushing 

5 Passing 
13 Total 


RANK TO MARGIN PER GAME 
99 +5 +04 
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PO eeeC USCS OOOO COOCOOOOOOOSO OST OCT Terre teeter i iiss 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100) | 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
TE/WR Devin Funchess 


Funchess was technically 
the Big Ten’s tight end of the 
year last season, but he 
became one of the top mis- 
matches in the league when 
out wide. ... At 6-5, 230 
pounds, Funchess picked up 
49 catches for 748 yards and 
six touchdowns a year ago 
opposite team MVP Jeremy Gallon. ... Funchess has 
averaged 15.5 yards per reception in his two-year 
career, and now has 62 career catches for 961 yards and 
11 touchdowns. 


EMERGING STAR 
LB James Ross 


Ross was one of Michigan's 
top tacklers as a sophomore a 
year ago, starting for the sec- 
ond straight season at weak- 
side linebacker. ... One of the 
team’s top tacklers in space, 
Ross has 117 tackles in the 
past two years and is one of 
the team's more seasoned 
players at linebacker. ... He'll move to the strongside this 
season, taking over for Jake Ryan — who moves to 
middle linebacker. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
CB Jabrill Peppers 


The nation’s top-rated cor- 
nerback prospect and the 
No. 3-ranked player nationally 
per 247Sports’ Composite 
rankings, Peppers is the high- 
est-rated recruit Brady Hoke 
has ever signed. ... Hoke has 
said Peppers — who did not 
enroll early — could play cor- 
ner, nickel back or safety this fall. ... He's also expected 
to contribute as a kick and punt returner. ... Starred as a 
quarterback, running back, wide receiver and defensive 
back at Paramus (N.J.) Catholic High School. 


RESULTS 
7-6, 3-5 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
NOTRE DAME 
AKRON 
at Connecticut 
MINNESOTA 
at Penn State (40T) 
INDIANA 
at Michigan State 
NEBRASKA 
at Northwestern (30T) 
at lowa 
OHIO STATE 
Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl 
vs. Kansas State 


59-9 
41-30 
28-24 
24-21 
42-13 
40-43 
63-47 

6-29 
13-17 
27-19 
21-24 
41-42 


NE) Te eS 2 SS Sie 


14-31 
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PLAYER 


Middle Man: Ryan 
Key for Wolverines 


or Jake Ryan, last season was a bit all over 
the place. 

An All-Big Ten linebacker in 2012, Ryan 
missed the first half of the season while rehab- 
bing from a torn ACL, but he still served as one 
of the team’s four captains from the minute the 
season began. 

Ryan returned to the field during the sea- 
son's sixth game, at Penn State, but never quite 
regained his full form. Off the field, the overall 
leadership he was able to provide wasn’t up to 
snuff, either, at least not in his own mind. 

“| don’t want to be the only (leader) out here,” 
Ryan said. “I! want all the other guys, Frank, 
Brennen Beyer, Desmond Morgan, and all the 
younger guys, too. There’s great leaders on this 
team that are younger. | want the whole team to 
be leaders. 

“| think (last year) there were definitely some 
guys that had a stronger voice than others. 
| want the whole team to have a voice (this year). 
The younger guys see things differently than the 
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Jake R yan 
Photo by Kim Klement- yi TODAY Sports 


older guys. | want everyone to have that voice.” 


Moving into 2014, Ryan is once again be- : : 
; Fi : games this season — at Notre Dame, 
ing looked at as one of the team’s top locker : F ? 

leaders. And he’s going to be doing it ; home against Penn State (the third 
ecm ; : home night game in Michigan Stadium 


ness E : history) and at Rutgers. 
A former strongside linebacker known for his : 


pass-rushing skills and ability to get into the op- : 
ponent’s offensive backfield, Ryan is going to : 
start at middle linebacker for the first time as : 
a senior. Michigan coach Brady Hoke explained : 
the move as a chance to get the team’s best de- : 
fensive playmaker in the middle of the defense. : 

The 6-3, 235-pounder logged 16 tackles for 4 
loss as a sophomore and 11 as a redshirt fresh- : 
man. By playing inside, Hoke is hoping teams : 
won't be able to run away from him as much : 


from a new position. 


in 2014. 


“He’s one of our best football players in- : 
stinctively, but when he’s playing SAM and : 
you face those detached formations, it gets : 
him away from the action at times,” Hoke : 
said. “Just think back to the Ohio (State) : 
game, where we had a guy who is a pretty : 
daggone good football player and he’s out of : 


the box not (being able to) make plays. 


“This will give him an opportunity to be more 


prolific for us.” 


: attempts, was the starter for the past 

: three seasons. Look for senior Matt Wile 
? — who has placekicking experience — 

: to take over on field goals. 


The 2012 Big Ten Punter of the Year 


i Will Hagerup, who was suspended for 

: all of last season, is back for this season. 
: Hagerup averaged a league-best 45.0 

: yards on his 33 punts in 2012. 


Dennis Norfleet, a junior, will likely 


: be the team’s kick returner again. Look 
? for Jabrill Peppers, Jourdan Lewis, or 

? maybe even Freddy Canteen to handle 
: punt returns. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


This is Hoke’s youngest team at 


: Michigan since arriving in 2011, and 

: the schedule isn’t exactly friendly. The 
? Wolverines have three big-time road 

? tests at Michigan State, Ohio State and 
? Notre Dame. 


The matchup against Notre Dame 


; will be the final installment, at least for 
: a while, in the long-time annual series 
: between the schools, as the Fighting 

: Irish opted out of the contract prior to 
: the start of last season. 


Michigan’s home schedule isn’t ex- 


? actly exciting, but a rematch with giant 
: killer Appalachian State on Aug. 30 will 
: certainly make a headline or two. 


Michigan will also play three night 


— Nick Baumgardner 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 APPALACHIAN STATE 4-8 
Sept. 6 at Notre Dame 9-4 
Sept. 13 MIAMI (OH) 0-12 
Sept. 20 UTAH 5-7 
Sept. 27 MINNESOTA 8-5 
Oct. 4 at Rutgers 6-7 
Oct. 11 PENN STATE 7-5 
Oct. 25 at Michigan State 13-1 
Nov. 1 INDIANA 5-7 
Nov. 8 at Northwestern 5-7 
Nov. 22 MARYLAND 7-6 
Nov. 29 at Ohio State 12-2 
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—/— CENTRAL MICHIGAN | CHIPPEWAS 


MACrank:8 Record: 6-6 


“Cooper comes back with all that 
experience, which gives him a bit 
of an advantage. Cody Kater had 
a good spring, too.” 
— Coach Dan Enos, 
on his QB competition 


CHIPPEWAS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Mount Pleasant, Mich. 

COACH: Dan Enos — At Central Michigan and overall: 19-30, 
4years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Morris Watts 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Tumpkin 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2009 
LAST BOWL: 2012, Little Caesars Pizza 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 9 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Cooper Rush, RB Saylor Lavallii, 
WR Courtney Williams, WR Titus Davis, DE Blake Serpa, 
LB Justin Cherocci, DB Tony Annese, DB Kevin King 


year away from playing on Sundays. Lavallii led the team with 807 
tushing yards last season, including a career-high 184 in an upset at 
Ohio. Cherocci has led the Chippewas in stops the last two years and 
has ranked among the national leaders, 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: You know the old adage — if you have 
two quarterbacks, you don't have any? Well, the Chippewas 

have two quarterbacks. Cody Kater earned the job out of camp 
last year, then suffered a broken collarbone early in the season 
opener. Rush flashed glimpses of elite passing ability, but was 
plagued by turnovers. 


OFFENSE 

Central Michigan fields arguably the best 
playmaker in the conference in wide receiver Titus 
Davis, but the Chippewas are still trying to find 
a stable option for getting him the ball. 

Fifth-year senior Cody Kater won the starting 
quarterback job out of camp last year, but he suf- 
fered a broken collarbone in the season opener. 
Redshirt sophomore Cooper Rush played in 
11 games, including 10 starts. 

Rush has the most game experience and is 
the best pure passer, but he had problems with 
turnovers last year. He threw for 2,349 yards and 
15 touchdowns with 15 interceptions. 


MAC record: 5-3 (T-3rd, West) 


Whoever becomes the long-term starter has 
the benefit of playing behind an offensive line 
that returns all five starters with a potentially elite 
interior in Andy Phillips, Nick Beamish and 
Connor Collins. 

Saylor Lavallii is the presumed favorite to take 
over at running back. The junior took over in the 
season opener last year after near 1,500-yard rusher 
Zurlon Tipton was lost to a broken ankle. Lavallii led 
the team with 807 yards in eight starts. 

Davis, meanwhile, opted against going pro after 
ajunior season in which he led the Chips with 61 re- 
ceptions for 1,109 yards and eight touchdowns. He’s 
earned All-MAC honors in each of his three seasons. 


DEFENSE 

The Chippewas have a young, but experienced 
defense. It just needs to fill some sizeable holes: 
Shamari Benton was CMU’s second leading tackler 
the last two seasons, and team captain Avery 
Cunningham started the final 43 games of his 
career. Both are gone. 

Fortunately for CMU, tackling machine Justin 
Cherocci, a former walk-on linebacker, returns with 
a host of young defensive backs who gained valu- 
able experience last year. 

In his first season as a starter in 2012, Cherocci 
ranked fifth in the MAC and No. 19 nationally with 
132 tackles. He earned All-MAC honors last year 
when he led the conference and finished No. 16 in 
the country with 121 tackles. 

Kavon Frazier and Tony Annese earned MAC 
West Defensive Player of the Week honors last year 
as underclassmen, forcing their way into the start- 
ing lineup. Kevin King and Jarret Chapman bring 
a veteran presence to the back end. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Ron Coluzzi took over the placekicking duties 
as a redshirt freshman last season. He connected 
on 12 of 17 field goal attempts, with a long of 40. 
He kicked a game-winner as time expired against 
New Hampshire. He may be taking over the punt- 
ing responsibilities after the graduation of Richie 
Hogan, who has the second-best season average in 
CMU history. 


OVERVIEW 

Central Michigan hasn’t done much under Dan 
Enos. The Chippewas, in the past two seasons, have 
beaten the bad teams, but they've struggled against 
the best. They have skill at every position, but 
they’re in need of consistency. Seven home games 
certainly helps, highlighted by a Sept. 13 home date 
vs. Syracuse. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Corey Willis: Willis’ big-play capability is more 
than enough to make up for his small stature. The 
5-10, 170-pound redshirt freshman made big waves 
in CMU's spring game with four receptions for 71 yards 
and a touchdown. He could've scored two more on 
deep fly routes, but the throws were off the mark. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


S/S 4S Fee eS le Te le Sots 


2013 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Kelly/Shorts Stadium (30,255) 


Saylor Lavallii* 


Nick Beamish* 
Connor Collins* 
Kevin Henry* 


Justin Cherocci* 
Cody Lopez 

Tony Annese 
Kavon Frazier* 
Kevin King 

Jason Wilson* 
Jarret Chapman* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 7 
P Vv 


Ron Coluzzi* 
Ron Coluzzi 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 28 


Sept. 6 


Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 


Oct. 4 
Oct.11 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 


DEFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


oo) 


By Cory Butzin 


306 
310 
300 
306 


255 
323 

312 
265 
231 
225 
205 
213 
190 
185 
194 


5-1 
5-1 


185 
185 


CHATTANOOGA 


at Purdue 
SYRACUSE 
at Kansas 
at Toledo 
OHIO 


at Northern Illinois 


BALL STATE 
at Buffalo 


at Eastern Michigan 


MIAMI (OH) 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 


at Michigan 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

at UNLV 
TOLEDO 

at NC State 

at Miami (OH) 
at Ohio 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Ball State 


at Western Michigan 
MASSACHUSETTS 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 


PER GAME 
233 
201.3 
203.9 
405.2 


PER GAME 
-0.4 


9-59 
24-21 
21-31 
17-38 
14-48 
21-9 
26-23 
17-38 
24-44 
27-22 
37-0 
42-10 
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AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
East Lansing, Mich. 


2013: 
13-1, 8-0 Big Ten (1st, Legends) 


COACH: 
Mark Dantonio — At Michigan State: 64-29, 
7 years; overall 82-46, 10 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
14; 7 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Connor Cook, RB Jeremy Langford, 

WR Tony Lippett, TE Josiah Price, C Jack Allen, 
DE Shilique Calhoun, LB Taiwan Jones, 

CB Trae Waynes 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The offense found itself last season and 
returns with its skill positions almost entirely 
intact, most notably Cook, who became an 
unflappable second-team All-Big Ten selection. 


Langford, Lippett and Price give Cook plenty of 
reliable weapons. Calhoun is a devastating 
rush end at perhaps MSU's deepest position. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The offensive line, an underrated strength in 
MSU's Rose Bowl run, replaces three starters. 
MSU also lost two-thirds of its renowned line- 
backing corps and will enter a season without 
Max Bullough calling the shots and Denicos 
Allen blitzing for the first time since 2010. 


KEY LOSSES: 

WR Bennie Fowler, OL Blake Treadwell, 
LB Max Bullough, LB Denicos Allen, 
CB Darqueze Dennard, S Isaiah Lewis 


OVERVIEW: 

Michigan State is attempting to take an unprec- 
edented step in its program’s modern history 
— to become elite and then stay there. The 
Spartans likely won't be able to rely as heavily 
on their vaunted defense to carry the burden, 
but they shouldn't have to, either. The offense 
finally enters a season with the potential to be 
prolific, not just hoping to be competent. 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Dave Warner, Jim Bollman 


MICHIGAN STATE 


SPARTANS 


For more coverage of the Spartans, visit michiganstate.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Pat Narduzzi 


STADIUM: Spartan Stadium: 75,005 


Spartans Eye Big Ten Repeat Behind Connor, Calhoun 


26-year itch has been scratched, a 
Aisin made, a promise kept. 
Now what? 

Michigan State begins its post-Rose 
Bowl encore, attempting to do what it 
hasn’t done in nearly a half-century — 
sustain greatness. 

“The message to our players equates 
pretty simple, really,” eighth-year 
head coach Mark Dantonio said. “It’s 
handle success.” 

There’s no blueprint in East Lansing. 
Not since 1988 has a team played a sea- 
son as such heroes. And no group in MSU 
football history has ever had a better two 
months than Nov. 2 through Jan. 1 
— a perception-altering thumping of 
rival Michigan through a poetic finish in 
Pasadena, a 24-20 win over Stanford. 

“We can’t feel like we are entitled,” 
Dantonio said. 

The Spartans tried that approach in 
2012, with less to feel entitled about. 
Six losses later, the bravado had become 
a punch line. 

No one is laughing at them any longer. 
Last season’s accomplishments were 
mighty — 13-1, 9-0 in the Big Ten, with 
every league victory by double digits, 
including the fifth win in six years over 
the Wolverines and a gumption-filled 
comeback against Ohio State in the Big 
Ten Championship Game . This, from 
a group that struggled to beat Western 
Michigan and South Florida out of the 
gate, and didn’t find its footing offensively 
until October. 

If the Spartans are to repeat as Big Ten 
champions, greatness won’t look the 
same. Their demoralizing defense last 
season was a perfect mix of NFL talent, 
rare leadership and hungry veterans 
fueled by the bitterness of repeated 
heartache a year earlier. 

The challenge this season is to grind 
again after a natural exhale. There is 


plenty of returning talent on what 
should be a balanced team. 

And there is certainty at quarterback. 
This is junior Connor Cook’s show. The 
messy quarterback battle that lasted 
from the 2012 Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl 
through the final downs at Notre Dame 
last September has given way to order. 

“We didn’t have a quarterback,” Danto- 
nio said. “We had a quarterback competi- 
tion and we had good players, but they 
needed to take control of the position. 
We had no tailback identity. Our wide 
receivers had been inconsistent. I think 
now when you look at our football team, 
our offense is measuring up.” 


OFFENSE 


Last season’s offensive narrative was an 
unlikely, uplifting and almost unbelievable 
tale — a group of castoffs who morphed 
from inept, to capable, to intermittently 
elite within the course of a season. 

This year, more than two touchdowns 
total in the first two games is expected. 
And probably needed, given a Week 
Two road trip to Oregon and six starters 
lost on defense. 

The Spartans return every offensive 
skill position player, except receiver 
Bennie Fowler. That includes 1,422- 
yard rusher Jeremy Langford and 212 of 
MSU's 248 receptions last season made 
by a unit once known mostly for its 
number of drops. 

Tony Lippett became a go-to fourth- 
quarter target in 2013, using his size and 
suddenly sure hands to make catches in 
traffic. This spring, he showed he may be 
an all-quarters, go-to-guy as a senior. Lip- 
pett (44 catches) and junior Macgarrett 
Kings (43) figure to start, as long as Kings 
is welcomed back from a spring suspen- 
sion. The competition beyond them is 
deep and interesting, with enigmatic 
talents Aaron Burbridge and DeAnthony 
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Arnett in the mix with a bevy of others. 

MSU’s next best target might be 
sophomore tight end Josiah Price, who 
caught five passes for 81 yards in the 
spring game and appeared locked in 
with Cook. Price caught 17 passes as 
a redshirt freshman last season. 

“Tam extremely comfortable with 
him,” Cook said. “I think it’s really just 
a whole confidence level. Guys have 
proven themselves. ... We won the Rose 
Bowl and that just boosts the heck out 
of your confidence.” 

The only area of concern is a big one 
— the guys charged with protecting 
Cook and providing the push in front 
of Langford. 

MSU lost three starters from its best 
offensive line of the Dantonio era, 
returning junior all-conference center 
Jack Allen and sophomore left tackle 
Jack Conklin, along with three others 
who took meaningful snaps in an usual 
eight-man rotation. 


“T think it was unique and a luxury,” 
Dantonio said. 

A year earlier, without that luxury, run- 
ning back Le’Veon Bell often met a wall 
at the line of scrimmage. That, however, 
was without a respected passing attack. 

Defenses won’t dare line up nine 
players in the box, as they once did 
against the Spartans. But there is plenty 
of room for this outfit still to grow. 

Statistically, this was a middle-of-the- 
pack offense in Big Ten play last season 
— seventh in scoring (29.8), eighth in 
total yards (385.5). 

“My message is, ‘We’re Big Ten 
champions; we shouldn’t be middle 
of the pack,’” co-offensive coordinator 
Dave Warner said. “We need to start 
off where we left off and improve from 
there. Because who knows how good 
the defense is going to be?” 


DEFENSE 


MSU’s devastating 2013 defense will 


forever be defined by two iconic 
moments — its suffocating third- 
quarter stand against Michigan 
quarterback Devin Gardner and, two 
months later, Kyler Elsworth’s fourth- 
down stop against Stanford in the 
Rose Bowl. 

The Spartans allowed just 13.2 points, 
86.6 rushing yards and 252.2 total yards 
per game — all ranking in the top three 
in college football. 

Duplication in 2014 is absurd to 
ask. Too much was lost, most notably 
a foursome that brought MSU’s defense 
to this uber-elite level: cornerback 
Darqueze Dennard (the Jim Thorpe 
Award winner as the nation’s best 
defensive back); middle linebacker Max 
Bullough; blitzing linebacker Denicos 
Allen; and strong safety Isaiah Lewis. 

But this defense wasn’t built to cre- 
scendo toward one great season. What's 
left and what’s next doesn’t have any- 
one at MSU fearing the drop-off. 
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POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


QB Connor Cook* Jr. 
RB _ Jeremy Langford* Sr. 
WR ___ Tony Lippett* Sr. 


WR MacgarrettKings* dr. 
WR _ Aaron Burbridge Jr. 


TE Josiah Price* So. 
LT _ Jack Conklin* So. 
LG Travis Jackson Sr. 
C Jack Allen* Jr. 

RG Connor Kruse Sr. 

RT __ Kodi Kieler So. 
K Michael Geiger* So. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


Won job last September, became second-team All-Big Ten. 
His 1,422-yard season among surprises of 2013. 

Emerged from depth-chart abyss to lead team with 44 catches. 
Suspended during spring for violation of team rules. 
Tantalizing talent, but disappointing sophomore season. 
Huge spring game raised expectations. 

Ex-walk-on protected QB’s blindside as redshirt freshman. 
Former center replaces Blake Treadwell. 

Among the best returning linemen in the Big Ten. 

Played all five O-line positions last fall. 

Most talked-about young lineman this spring. 

Made 15 of 16 field goals as a true freshman. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Tyler O'Connor, So. 
Delton Williams, So. 
Keith Mumphery, Sr. 
R.J. Shelton, So. 
DeAnthony Arnett, Jr. 
Jamal Lyles, So. 
Donavan Clark, Jr. 
Benny McGowan, So. 
Connor Kruse, Sr. 
Donavon Clark, Jr. 
Donavon Clark, Jr. 
Kevin Cronin, So. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. 
DE —ShiliqueCalhoun* dr. 
DT —_LawrenceThomas —dr. 


COMMENT 


Big Ten Defensive Lineman of the Year in 2013. 
Too talented not to be on the field, if healthy. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Demetrius Cooper, Fr. 
Joel Heath, Jr. 


NT — Damon Knox Jt. Made several starts as injury replacement last season. Malik McDowell, Fr. 
DE Marcus Rush* Sr. Underrated, longtime staple of MSU's defense. Malik McDowell, Fr. 
LB Darien Harris Je. Takes over for Jones at the “Star” position. Mylan Hicks, Sr. 

LB Taiwan Jones* Sr. Terrific outside LB, gets first shot at middle linebacker. Jon Reschke, Fr. 

LB Ed Davis Jr. Takes over for Denicos Allen at MSU's blitzing LB position. _ Riley Bullough, So. 
CB ‘Trae Waynes* Jr. Considered MSU's next great corner. Arjen Calquhoun, Jr. 
CB Darian Hicks $0. Moves into starting role, replacing Darqueze Dennard. Jermaine Edmonson, So. 
SS __Jalyn Powell Fr. Shot up depth chart in spring practice. RJ Williamson, Jr. 
FS Kurtis Drummond’ _ Sr. First-team All-Big Ten as a junior. Demetrious Cox, So. 
P Mike Sadler* Sr. Led nation with 24 punts down inside 10-yard line. Michael Geiger, So. 
“Returning Starter 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Malik McDowell 
The five-star defen- 
sive end from 
Southfield (Mich.) 


High could play some i 


end, tackle and even 


some hybrid standup- i 


linebacker at 6-7, 
290-pounds in his 
first season at 
Michigan State. The 
Spartans are deep up 
front but the U.S. 
Army All-American is 


Montae Nicholson 
The Spartans return 
plenty of talent in the 
secondary, but there's 
snaps to be had for 
Monroeville (Pa.) 
Gateway Top247 ath- 
lete Montae Nicholson, 
who shined at safety 
at the U.S. Army All- 
American Bowl. 

A playmaker on both 
sides of the ball in high 
school, the 6-2, 202- 
pound Nicholson had 
72 tackles, three inter- 


cal 


Madre London 
Michigan State has 

a track record for play- 
ing freshman at the 
running back position, 
and the 6-1, 210- 
pound London arrives 
from powerhouse pro- 
gram Fort Lauderdale 
(Fla.) St. Thomas 
Aquinas as the next 
one that could earn 
carries in his first sea- 
son. London ran 122 


expected to play as ceptions and four fum- times for 871 yards 
a true freshman. ble recoveries in his and 16 touchdowns 
senior season. as a senior. 


Hometown 


Brian Allen € 62 25 GOC0 Hinsdale, IL 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 center and No. 11 player in Illinois... U.S. Army All- 
American... All-State... Had 16 tackles, including three tackles for loss as a senior. 


David Beedle T 6 20 OOO Clarkston Clarkston 
Ranked No. 16 player in Michigan by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 30 
tackles (10 solo), including six tackles for loss, and one sack. 


Robert Bowers DE 65 215 O60 Columbus, OH Walnut Ridge 
Ranked No. 40 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 44 player in Ohio by 
247Sports Composite... Missed senior season due to shoulder injury... Had 66 tackles 
and 13 sacks as a junior. 


Byron Bullough 1B 62 20 OO60 Traverse City St Francis 
247Sports Composite rated No. 15 athlete nationally and No. 5 player in Michigan... 
As a senior, had 48 tackles and two interceptions. 


Vayante Copeland CB 60 18% OOO Dayton, OW Thurgood Marshall 
Ranked No. 24 running back nationally and No. 18 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... Ohio Co-Defensive Player of the Year... Had more than 4,000 career 
rushing yards and 20 interceptions. 


Deon Drake BB &I 218 oOo Deiroit Cass Technical 
247Sports Composite rated No. 19 inside linebacker nationally and No. 7 player in 


Michigan... Helped team to two consecutive state championships. 


Craig Evans TT 63 35 G@oOo Sun Prairie, WI Sun Prairie 
Ranked No. 21 defensive tackle nationally and No. 2 player in Wisconsin by 247Sports 
Composite... Two-time All-State... As a senior, had 71 tackles, including 15 tackles for 
loss, and six sacks. 


Chris Frey 1B 6 214 ooo Upper Arlington, OH Sun Prairie 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 50 outside linebacker nationally 
and No. 36 player in Ohio... Had 270 career tackles (66 solo), including 22 tackles for 
loss, and four interceptions, including one returned for a touchdown. 


ChaseGianacakos OL 65 280 OOO St Charles, IL St. Charles 
Ranked No. 30 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 
34 pancake blocks and allowed only three sacks. 


T.J. Harrell AW «661 «62100 OGG Tampa, FL Tampa Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 49 safety nationally and No. 73 player in Florida... Had 
593 yards rushing and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 


Jake Hartharger P 64 195 O66 Waterville, OH Anthony Wayne 
Ranked No. 5 punter nationally by 247Sports Composite... Participated in UnderArmour 
All-American Game... As a senior, averaged 43 yards per punt, including a career-long 
77-yarder... Made 5 of 7 field goals attempted. 
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pratt Lilie 2015 NEEDS: the pose Bow! 
impact at defensive champs don’t have many needs in 2015 as much of 


end or tight end in 
East Lansing. A 6-6, 


this roster will return the following season. Michigan 
State could take three running backs in this class; they 


erence do need a long snapper, and they'll continue to try and 
against great high stack offensive linemen after taking only one two 


years ago — and a handful in 2014. 
By Steve Wiltfong 


school competition 
and is also a talented 
basketball player. 


Hometown 


Matire London RO] «6210 GOO FL Lauderdale, FL St Thomas Aquinas 
247Sports Composite rated No. 35 running back nationally... Had 871 yards rushing and 
16 touchdowns as a senior... Had eight receptions for 114 yards and one touchdown. 


MiguelMachado =O sid 28s HOV Miami, FL Pasatlena City College 
Ranked No. 21 junior college offensive tackle, No. 151 junior college player nationally 
and No. 46 junior college player in California by 247Sports Composite. 


Malik McDowell BD 667 20 O66060  Famingtontills Southfield 
247Sports Composite rated No. 3 defensive tackle and No. 32 player nationally and 
No. 1 player in Michigan... All-State... As a senior, had 89 tackles, eight sacks, three 
fumbles caused and one fumble recovered. 


Matt Morrissey AH «63 15 OOO Lincolnshire, IL Adlai E. Stevenson 
Ranked No. 29 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All-State... 
Helped team to three consecutive conference championships. 


Montae Nicholson DB 62 202 OO000 Monroeville, PA Gateway 
Ranked No. 18 safety nationally and No. 3 player in Pennsylvania by 247Sports 
Composite... U.S. Army All-American... As a senior, had 72 tackles, including five 
tackles for loss, and three interceptions. 


Gerald Owens RBG 22 OOS Thorofare, NJ West Depttord 
247Sports Composite rated No. 1 fullback nationally and No. 12 player in New Jersey... 


Had 4,187 career rushing yards, averaging 8.2 yards per carry. 


Nick Patila Oo 65 20 o00 Berrien Springs Berrien Springs 
Ranked No. 109 offensive tackle nationally and No. 24 player in Michigan by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 47 tackles, including six tackles for loss, and 
one interception returned for touchdown. 


Enoch Smith, Jt. D 62 25 ooo Plainfield, IL Mount Carmel 
Ranked No. 30 defensive tackle nationally and No. 16 player in Illinois by 247Sports 
Composite... Helped team to two consecutive state championships... As a senior, had 
48 tackles, including 14 tackles for loss. 


Matt Sokol T 65 28 600 Rochester Adams 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 10 player in Michigan... Missed 
second half of senior season with dislocated ankle and fractured fibula. 


Montez Sweat DE 66 20 O00 Stone Mountain, GA Stephenson 
247Sports Composite rated No. 55 tight end nationally... Had 33 tackles, including six 
tackles for loss, and one sack as a senior. 


Jalen Watts-Jackson DB 5-11 18 O00 Dearbom Orchard Lake St Mary's 
Ranked No. 25 player in Michigan by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 39 solo 
tackles and six interceptions, including two returned for touchdowns. 
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No. Name 


11_ Robert Aiello 


SPARTANS SPRING ROSTER 


Hometown 


Lake Orion 


No. Name 


Trey Kilgore 


WR 6-1 182 Fr. 


Hometown 


Cincinnati, OH 


66 Jack Allen 


Hinsdale, IL 


Macgarrett Kings Jr. 


WR 5-10 186 Jr. 


Fort Lauderdale, FL 


22 Paul Andrie 


Valparaiso, IN 


James Kittredge 


OL 64 295 Sr. 


Ramsey, NJ 


5 DeAnthony Arnett 


38 Gabe Augustin: 


Damon Knox _ 


DL 6-4 275 Jr. 


___Muskegon 


Connor Kruse 


OG 64 317 Sr. 


Lowell 


87 Tres Barksdale 


61 James Bodanis 


Toronto, Ontario 


57 Adam Brown 


Columbia, MD 


30_ Riley Bullough 


Traverse City 


16 Aaron Burbridge 


Farmington Hills 


89 Shilique Calhoun 


Middletown, NJ 


80 Dylan Chmura 


Waukesha, WI 


76 Donavon Clark 


Cincinnati, OH 


87 Brandon Clemons 


Milford, PA 


36_Asjen Colquhoun 


Windsor, Ontario 


74 Jack Conklin 


Plainwell 


18 Connor Cook 


QB 


4 


Hinckley, OH 


98 Demetrius Cooper 


6-5 


Chicago, IL 


7 __Demetrious Cox 


s 


6-1 


Jeannette, PA 


24 Kevin Cronin 


K 


6-1 


Traverse City 


43 Ed Davis 


LB 


6-3 


53 Peter DePorre 


1B 


6-2 


27 Kurtis Drummond 


Ss 


6-1 


cB 


6-0 


39_ Jermaine Edmondson 
56 Leland Ewing — 


SN 


1 


&2 


96 David Fennell 
73 Dennis Finley 


oT 
OL 


66 


9 Evan Fischer 


K 


5-10 


23 Chris Frey 


LB 


6-1 


14 Chris Laneaux 
83 Paul Lang 


$511 202 
Te 65 252 J 


Kalamazoo 
Pittsburgh, PA 


Jeremy Langford 


RB 6-0 205 Sr. 


Wayne 


Zac Leimbach 


OB 5-11 198 So. 


Walled Lake 


4 Tony Lippett 


WR 6-3 190 Sr 
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176 Fr. 


Springfield, VA. 


Tackles: D. Allen 98, K. Drummond 91, M. Bullough 76 
Tackles for loss: D. Allen 16.5, S. Calhoun 14, M. Bullough 9.5 
Sacks: S. Calhoun 7.5, D. Allen 5.5, M. Rush 5 
Interceptions: K. Drummond 4, D. Dennard 4, T. Waynes 3 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avo/G 
C. Cook 14135.53 223 380 6 587 2755 22 87 196.8 
A. Maxwell 6 7447 15 33 0 455 114 0 26 «19.0 
GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
T. Lippett 14 44 613 139 2 4 438 
M. Kings 14 #43 #513 119 3 648 «636.6 
B. Fowler 13° 36 4622 17.3 6 87 47.8 
GP Att. Gain Loss Net Aug TD Long Avg/G 
J. Langford 14 292 1482 60 1422 49 18 44 101.6 
N. Hill 12 GF 357 13 344 #51 1 3 287 
D. Williams 9 38 240 2 238 63 1 42 264 


NOTEBOOK 


ichigan State fans chanted for quarterback Damion 

Terry last September at Spartan Stadium, hoping 
the heralded freshman would rescue them from a QB 
saga that threatened to ruin the season. 

It didn’t happen. Connor Cook emerged. And, 
heading into 2014, Terry is No. 3 on the depth chart. 
And no one is complaining. 

Especially after the spring game. 

Terry lined up several times as the second quarter- 
back on the field — with Cook. He took a shotgun 
handoff from Cook and rushed for a 23-yard touch- 
down on his team’s first play from scrimmage. 

Terry took two more handoffs and then Cook faked 
a handoff his way. The defense bit and left receiver 
Aaron Burbridge wide open in the end zone for 
another score. 

“| think (Terry) can have an impact on our team 
anywhere he plays, he's that type of athlete,” said 
safety Jalyn Powell, the safety who fell for the fake. 

“We see certain people using two quarterbacks in 
systems,” coach Mark Dantonio added. “ ... Damion 
is a guy that can make plays.” 

© Riley Bullough is back playing outside line- 
backer, after spending last season at running back. 
The redshirt sophomore was moved to offense a year 
ago to help solve a then-desperate situation at tail- 
back. He entered fall camp No. 1 on the depth chart, 
but was quickly beaten out by Jeremy Langford and 
later Delton Williams. 

“| think defense is where | belong,” Bullough said. 
“The Bullough name is on defense, really, other than 
my grandpa.” 

© Michigan State’s coaching staff received hefty 
raises in the offseason. Most notably, head coach 
Mark Dantonio was bumped up to $3.64 million 
annually from $2 million, and defensive coordinator 
Pat Narduzzi went from just about $500,000 to more 
than $900,000. 

¢ Cook excels at being resilient. Cook’s most 
famous blunder to this point is his screen-pass pick- 
six to a Stanford linebacker in the Rose Bowl. Cook 
answered with a career-defining touchdown drive 
just before halftime. 

“He's maybe angry at the moment,” quarterbacks 
coach Brad Salem said, “but he does a good job of 
putting it aside, and focusing on what's next, and that 
makes him good in the moment.” 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“The thing that jumps out at you is Connor Cook. 
They go from one spring where they don’t know 
who their quarterback is to this confident guy who 
now has had great success. This is a guy who had 
a breakout year and, if you watched him in the 
spring, he’s playing with great confidence. They 
have some talented receivers who are going to 
have to develop. 

“Defensively, they're built up front. They’re 
imposing on defense. Their defensive coaches are 
aggressive, enthusiastic. There’s no complacency 
on defense because of their success a year ago. 

“You come out of spring practice thinking that 
the two best teams in the East Division are 
Michigan State and Ohio State. Michigan State is 
poised to make another run this year.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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The strength of this crew appears to 
be its defensive ends, both in talent 
and depth, along with a secondary that 
keeps churning out swagger. 

Shilique Calhoun, the Big Ten’s De- 
fensive Lineman of the Year as a redshirt 
sophomore, spurned the NFL to further 
hone his craft under coordinator Pat Nar- 
duzzi. Calhoun and senior Marcus Rush 
combined for 12.5 sacks last season. 

Behind them is an intriguing trio — 
redshirt freshman Demetrius Cooper, 
oft-injured athletic behemoth Lawrence 
Thomas and the state’s top incoming 
freshman, Malik McDowell. Cooper had a 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 31.0 
Rushing 137.9 
Passing 252.5 
Total 390.4 


20.0 
149.4 
209.9 
359.3 


Scoring 
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DEFENSE 
Scoring 
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Pass 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
18.4 10 
100.5 9 
176.9 11 
277.4 6 
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Scoring 
Rushing 
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Total 


16.3 
98.6 
175.8 
274.4 
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2012 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


PERGAME RANK 


spectacular spring game, and Thomas and 
McDowell may see time on the interior 
line just to get the best 11 on the field. 

“The biggest thing that we had last 
year is we had depth,” Calhoun said. 

MSU’s defense is predicated on disrup- 
tion and discipline. For it to work, its 
corners have to be trusted on an island 
against wideouts. Trae Waynes was ready 
a year ago to take the place of Johnny 
Adams. Waynes, now a junior, moves 
to the boundary cornerback to replace 
Dennard, with sophomore Darian Hicks 
taking Waynes’ former position. 

At strong safety, the next in line 
might not even get their turn, as 
redshirt freshman Jalyn Powell pushes 
Lewis’ heir apparents, RJ Williamson 
and Demetrious Cox. 

The holes less certain to be adequately 
filled are at linebacker. Senior Taiwan 


Jones was noticeable on the field as an 


outside ‘backer. Jones (6-3, 252) has ideal 
size for the middle position. He'll get 
the first shot to replace Bullough, who 
was known not only for his leadership, 
but also his quickness cerebrally, making 
real-time adjustments as the quarterback 
checked at the line of scrimmage. 
“There’s no question he can go back 
outside and play in a heartbeat; he’s 
got three years of doing that,” Danto- 
nio said of Jones. “He’s a thumper. He 
comes downhill and brings a powerful 
punch with him. ... When he hits you, 
you know you're going backwards.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


In a program that’s learned the im- 
portance of winning the inches over the 
last few years, senior punter Mike Sadler 
and sophomore kicker Michael Geiger 
aren’t taken for granted. 

Sadler — known for his witty one- 
liners, entertaining tweets and deft 
running on fake punts and field goals — 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 29.4 
Rushing 173.8 
Passing 211.7 
Total 385.5 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Shilique Calhoun 

The 6-4, 257-pound redshirt 
junior could have left for the 
NFL after a breakout 2013 
season. Instead, the gregari- 
ous All-American defensive 
end returns as the most 
feared and renowned player 
on a talented defense. ... His 
three defensive touchdowns 
tied him for the lead nationally. His four fumble recover- 
ies were tied for second. ... Led MSU in sacks (7.5), 
QB hurries (18) and QB hits (34), and finished second 
in tackles for loss (14). 


EMERGING STAR 


TE Josiah Price 

Showed signs in 2013 of 
becoming the stretch-the-field 
tight end MSU's pro-style 
attack needs to reach his 
potential. Four of his 17 catch- 
es as a redshirt freshman 
came in the last two games, 
including three in the Big Ten 
Championship Game win over 
Ohio State. ... Caught five passes for 81 yards in the 
spring game, including a tone-setting 28-yard grab in 
traffic early and the game-winning touchdown, appear- 
ing in sync with QB Connor Cook throughout. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


S Jalyn Powell 

Became a player to watch 
when his senior teammates 
chose him ahead of more sea- 
soned and older safeties 
RJ Williamson and Demetrious 
Cox at the spring game player 
draft, giving credence to the 
coaching staff's unprompted 
praise in previous weeks. ... 
The 5-11, 206-pound redshirt freshman from Warren, 
Ohio, finished with five tackles and a pass breakup in 
the spring game. 
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QB Stays Hungry 
After Dream Year 


uarterback Connor Cook knows how close 

he came to being something other than a 
Rose Bowl MVP. He doesn’t want to think about 
the alternative. But he can’t help it. 

“Itruns through your head,” said the Michigan 
State junior, with the position battle that engulfed 
his career until October still relatively fresh. 

Cook ascended from a tiring QB saga into 
Spartan lore, his redshirt sophomore season 
forever tied to a resilient second-quarter Rose 
Bowl touchdown drive, and to his clutch throws 
at Nebraska and in the Big Ten Championship 
Game against Ohio State. 

But if one of many moments had gone differ- 
ently in September, he might have been watch- 
ing from the sidelines, and MSU probably would 
have been watching the Rose Bowl from some- 
where else. 

“It's reality,” quarterbacks coach Brad Salem 
said, “when you think of how close the (QB) race 
was in the fall and the decisions. ... it’s just neat 
to see what happened and how he grew through 
the whole process.” 

Cook now faces a different challenge. His po- 
sition on the team is secure. In some ways, his 


PLAYER PROFILE 


: but is expected back for fall camp. 


i 


=| Connor Cook 
Photo by Scott Boehm 


legacy is, too. 
Now he has two years left. 


“He knows he needs to improve, which is : 
neat to see,” Salem said, “because a lot of peo- : 


ple would be very satisfied.” 


Cook finished last season having thrown for 2,755. 


yards and 22 touchdowns, against just six intercep- 
tions, earning second-team All-Big Ten honors. 


led the nation in punts downed inside 
the 10-yard line last season, also averag- 
ing 42.5 yards per boot. He missed the 
spring after undergoing knee surgery, 


Geiger, the nation’s top-rated kicker 


: coming out of high school a year ago, 
? made 15 of 16 field goal attempts last 


: season, including all eight between 
: 40 and 49 yards. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


: The Spartans’ attempt at a worthy 

: Rose Bowl encore is made more feasible 
: by their ideal schedule — not easy, but 
: kind and well-timed. 

? Michigan State visits Oregon on 

: Sept. 6, a game that will either solidify 
: the Spartans on the national radar or 

? be early enough to repair any damage 

? to their ranking and reputation. 

: MSU's Big Ten slate begins harshly 

: with Nebraska on Oct. 4, but games 

: against the Huskers, Michigan (Oct. 25) 
: and Ohio State (Nov. 8) are all in East 

: Lansing, with either a bye or favorable 
: matchups as lead-ins. 

: The Spartans’ Big Ten road games 

? are at Purdue, Indiana and Maryland, 

: before closing at Penn State on Thanks- 
? giving weekend. 

: If the Spartans were to run the table 
: again in the Big Ten — including the 

: title game — a road loss at Oregon 

: wouldn’t necessarily preclude them 
from being among the four chosen for 
? the first FBS playoff. 
: — Graham Couch 


He survived a few reckless passes and had : 


two poor home showings in Big Ten play — 


against Purdue and Minnesota. 


“I feel like a lot of things fell into place last : 


SCHEDULE 


year and luck was really on our side,” Cook : 


said. “I wouldn’t say | put the ball in the defen- 
sive guys’ hands that often, (but) it happened a : 
couple times, and we just got lucky. | really don’t : 


want to be in that situation this fall.” 


Salem gave Cook three areas in which to ; 
improve: footwork, accuracy and big-picture : 
understanding of the offense. The QB’s growth : 
since the Rose Bowl has been evident, his posi- 


tion coach said. 


“Things like calming us and confidence, re- : 
ally understanding before the snap where to go,” : 
Salem said. “His feet have been ... he was sort : 
of all over the place last year, because early as : 
a quarterback, you're sort of just trying to figure : 
out where the ball is going, and you don’t put it 


all together.” 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 29 JACKSONVILLE STATE 11-4 
Sept. 6 at Oregon 11-2 
Sept. 20 EASTERN MICHIGAN 2-10 
Sept. 27 WYOMING 5-7 
Oct. 4 NEBRASKA 9-4 
Oct. 11 at Purdue 1-11 
Oct. 18 at Indiana 5-7 
Oct. 25 MICHIGAN 7-6 
Nov. 8 OHIO STATE 12-2 
Nov. 15 at Maryland 7-6 
Nov. 22 RUTGERS 6-7 
Nov. 29 at Penn State 7-5 
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EASTERN MICHIGAN | EAGLES 


MACrank:11 Record: 2-10 


| 
- Sponsor riil! 


“These guys are my personnel. I'm 
fully bought into these guys. We've 
got to have more fight in us and 
continue to develop.” 

— Coach Chris Creighton 


EAGLES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Ypsilanti, Mich. 
COACH: Chris Creighton — At Eastern Michigan: Ist year; overall: 
139-46, 17 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kalen DeBoer 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brad McCaslin 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1987 
LAST BOWL: 1987, California Bowl 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 offense, 5 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: Q8 Brogan Roback, RB Bronson Hill, 
WR Jay Jones, TE Tyreese Russell, RT Lincoln Hansen, 
LB Ike Spearman, CB Willie Creear 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: A proven coach with a winning record, 
Creighton brings some energy to a program in need of change, 
The offense has experience, led by 1,101-yard rusher Hill. The 
offensive line has plenty of depth, too. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Any lingering negative feelings and 
sentiment from former EMU coach Ron English’s departure and 
last year's death of wide receiver Demarius Reed could spill over 
into the upcoming season. The quarterback spot lacks experience, 
and the defense is littered with holes. 


OFFENSE 

The Eagles hope to build around talented run- 
ning back Bronson Hill and a solid cast of return- 
ing offensive linemen. 

Hill, a 2013 third-team All-MAC selection, ran for 
1,101 yards last season, including a 257-yard effort 
against Ohio. Right tackle Lincoln Hansen heads an 
offensive line that has a combined go career starts. 

Quarterback Brogan Roback, as a true freshman 
last fall, completed 49 of 116 passes for 640 yards, with 


MAC record: 1-7 (Sth, West) 


et 


four touchdowns and five interceptions. Those num- 
bers are far from spectacular, but he did show some 
positive signs in four starts. He is the lone quarter- 
back on the roster with collegiate playing experience. 

Tight end Tyreese Russell, who caught 44 passes 
for 594 yards last season, is a good target. Is there 
another? The Eagles don’t have a returning wideout 
with more than 25 catches from a year ago. 

There is lots of room for improvement, and first- 
year EMU coach Chris Creighton wants the offense 
to become unpredictable, with a greater variety of 
plays and varying tempo. Creighton promises to 
pass the ball more than Eastern Michigan’s previ- 
ous run-oriented teams. 


DEFENSE 


The majority of the starters from last season are 
gone, as the Eagles quietly racked up the most 
sacks (22) in a season since 2000. There’s not one 
premier returnee among the group, but Creighton 
indicated he would shift players around and utilize 
a hybrid-type defense to better fit his personnel. 

Junior Pat O’Connor is the most experienced 
player on the line. The Eagles can make up for their 
lack of size with some speed, with Creighton talking 
of standing up players on the edge. 


Junior linebacker Ike Spearman, the team’s top tack- 


ler last season, is set for a breakout season after start- 
ing 11 games last season. Great Ibe has a penchant for 
making plays, recording 62 tackles in 2013. Creighton 
calls the linebacker position “very unsettled.” 

The Eagles still have to develop their safety 
positions, but cornerback Willie Creear headlines 
a hungry secondary filled with upperclassmen 
ready to make their mark. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Junior kicker Dylan Mulder made 6 of 11 field 
goal attempts last season, with a long of 41. 
Sophomore punter Austin Barnes averaged 39.7 
yards per kick. Tyler Allen is an experienced kick- 
off returner, ranking second in school history with 
97 kickoff returns, including one for a touchdown 
last season. 


OVERVIEW 

As someone who understands how to win 
with limitations, Creighton is the perfect hire for 
Eastern Michigan. From his days at Drake, he has 
experience and a background of being able to build 


winning teams under tough financial situations and 


lack of adequate facilities. 

He'll get some time to produce results, as he in- 
herits a program accustomed to losing. The Eagles 
have just 11 wins in the past five seasons. But play- 


ing at Florida and at Michigan State in the first four 


weeks of the season won't help confidence, 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Jesse Tate: A redshirt sophomore, the 6-6, 
190-pound Tate caught 23 passes for 462 yards 
and five touchdowns for Glendale Community 
College in Arizona last year. 


Stadium: Rynearson Stadium (30,200) 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 

QB Brogan Roback 

RB Bronson Hill* 

WR Jay Jones* 

WR Dustin Creel 
Duwhan Alford* 
Tyreese Russell* 
Andrew Wylie* 
Dustin Terrell 
Campbell Allison* 
Robert McFadden 
Lincoln Hansen* 


DEFENSE 

DE Pat O'Connor* 
OT Omar McFarlane* 
NG Mike Brown 

LB Ike Spearman* 
LB Hunter Matt 

LB Amos Houston 

LB Anthony Zappone 
cB Willie Creear* 
cB Darius Scott 

Ss Pudge Cotton 

FS Kevin Johnson 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 38 | Dylan Mulder* 
P 17 | Austin Barnes* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


By Bob Narang 
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WESTERN MICHIGAN (OT) 


MORGAN STATE 

at Florida 

at Old Dominion 

at Michigan State 

at Akron 

BUFFALO 

at Massachusetts 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Western Michigan 
at Ball State 
TOLEDO 


34-24 
7-45 
10-28 
20-51 
14-42 
25-50 
28-56 
20-59 
16-55 
35-32 
7-58 
10-42 


HOWARD 
at Penn State 
at Rutgers 
BALL STATE 
at Buffalo 
at Army 
OHIO 
at Northern Illinois 


at Toledo 


BOWLING GREEN 
at Central Michigan 


PER GAME RANK 
18.8 12 
158.0 75 
178.1 104 
336.1 


PER GAME 
45.2 
258.3 
252.6 
510.8 


PER GAME 
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For more coverage of the Golden Gophers, visit minnesote.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt Limegrover 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


2012: 
8-5 overall, 4-4 Big Ten (4th, Legends) 


COACH: 
Jerry Kill — At Minnesota: 17-21, 3 years; 
144-94, 20 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
14; 7 offense, 6 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Mitch Leidner, RB David Cobb, 

WR Drew Wolitarsky, TE Maxx Williams, 
DE Theiren Cockran, S Cedric Thompson 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The Gophers really don’t lose much on 
offense, and that includes the line. Minnesota 
has four running backs it feels are capable of 


sharing carries. Cobb emerged last year as 
the primary back, while freshman Berkley 
Edwards’ speed has coaches raving about 
his skills. 


POTENTIAL PHOBLEMS: 

The passing game remains a bit of a mystery 
after a combination of Philip Nelson and 
Mitch Leidner made up the worst passing 
offense in the Big Ten. A lack of playmaking 
wide receivers didn’t help that problem. 


KEY LOSSES: 
OL Ed Olson, DT Ra’Shede Hageman, 
S Brock Vereen, K Chris Hawthorne 


OVERVIEW: 

Minnesota returns plenty of talent on both 
sides of the ball. Some of the skill players 
are still young, but they do have experience. 
These players have seen this program mov- 
ing in the right direction — and they’re the 
reason why. Now it’s a matter of the Gophers 
taking the next step in order to compete with 
the Big Ten’s elite teams. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tracy Claeys 


STADIUM: TCF Bank Stadium: 50,000 


Kill Has Foundation in Place for Gophers’ Success 


imilar to what he’s done at previ- 
S= stops, head coach Jerry Kill has 

transformed Minnesota’s program 
during his first three seasons. 

Kill took over a team that was set 
back by his predecessor, Tim Brewster, 
who coached for four years before he 
was fired late in the 2010 season. 

After a three-win season in 2011, 

Kill and the Gophers won six games 
and earned a bowl game berth in 2012. 
Minnesota continued its upward trend 
last season by winning eight games and 
once again playing in a late-December 
bowl game. 

That pattern of a three-year improve- 
ment is the same thing Kill’s teams 
did at Southern Illinois and Northern 
Illinois before he took the Gophers job. 

Much has been made of Kill’s health 
issues during his time at Minnesota. 
Kill, a cancer survivor, suffers with 
epilepsy and has had several epileptic 
seizures on the field during Min- 
nesota’s games. But thanks to some 
changes in medication, he had been 
seizure-free for months by the end of 
the spring and had even started driv- 
ing his own car again. 

Minnesota has so much faith in 
Kill that they gave him a contract 
extension in February to lock him up 
through the 2018 season, in addition 
to boosting his salary. 

“There’s nobody that puts more 
expectations on himself than Jerry Kill 
does, so he’s not someone you need to 
motivate whatsoever,” said Minnesota 
athletic director Norwood Teague. “We 
want to just keep building and doing 
the right things off the field and on the 
field, and we're going to get there.” 

The foundation is now in place as 
Kill enters his fourth year. A team that 
once lacked depth across the board now 
has confidence in its backups at nearly 


every position. Three years ago, these 
Gophers weren’t physical enough to 
compete with the majority of teams in 
the Big Ten. With the help of a rigorous 
strength and conditioning program, 
Minnesota is now bigger and stronger 
than it’s been in recent years. 

Much of Minnesota’s ability to take 
the next step could fall on the right arm 
of quarterback Mitch Leidner, who takes 
over as the starter after Philip Nelson 
transferred to Rutgers following the 
2013 season. Still, the Gophers will rely 
heavily on their stable of running backs 
and an offensive line that continues to 
get better. 

Minnesota’s defense has also taken 
big strides in the three years under Kill, 
thanks in large part to defensive coor- 
dinator Tracy Claeys. When Kill was 
sidelined with health issues last season, 
Claeys took over as the interim head 
coach. He turned down a few job offers 
this offseason and chose to stay with 
Kill on what has been one of the most 
loyal coaching staffs in college football. 

That same staff has turned struggling 
programs into success stories before. 
The question now is whether or not the 
Gophers can build on last year’s success 
and win even more games in 2014. 


OFFENSE 


Quarterback Philip Nelson is gone 
— he transferred to Rutgers — so that 
means that redshirt sophomore Mitch 
Leidner has the keys to Minnesota’s 
offense. The duo split time under center 
last season, with Nelson beginning the 
year as the starter. 

Leidner eventually attempted 78 
passes, throwing for 619 yards and three 
touchdowns. Equal parts mobile and 
physical, Leidner was also able to rush 
for 407 yards — second-most on the 
Gophers last year. 
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Mitch Leidner 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


igs 
Wrens 


But he was never “the guy” for Min- 
nesota as a redshirt freshman. Now that 
Nelson is gone, Leidner is ready to grab 
the reins. 

“T feel like I can step into that role 
much easier now,” Leidner said. “I don’t 
have to ever look back now.” 

Leidner does have a complement of 
weapons with him on offense, perhaps 
more so than the Gophers have had 
during Kill’s tenure. 

That includes a stable of running 
backs in David Cobb, Rodrick Williams, 
and Donnell Kirkwood — all of whom 
have at one point been Minnesota’s 
starting tailback. Freshman running 
back Berkley Edwards — younger 
brother of NFL wide receiver Braylon 
Edwards — is expected to inject some 
speed into the backfield. 

The Gophers were fifth in the Big 
Ten in rushing yards per game last year 
(195.2), a number that could improve 


this season with nearly the entire line 
returning. Minnesota loses just one 
offensive lineman — tackle Ed Olson, 
who missed time during his senior year 
with an ankle injury but started the 
final six games. 

The biggest question mark for Min- 
nesota’s offense remains Leidner’s 
targets. The Gophers used a pair of true 
freshman (Donovahn Jones and Drew 
Wolitarsky) at wide receiver last year 
for the second half of the season. While 
they combined for 25 catches and more 
than 400 yards, they both underwent 
growing pains. 

Maxx Williams was the standout of 
the tight end group last year as a 6-4, 
254-pound redshirt freshman, leading 
the Gophers in catches (25), receiv- 
ing yards (417) and touchdowns (five). 
While he was sidelined this spring 
with a knee injury, Williams should 
once again lead a tight end group that 


provides some physicality as well as the 
ability to catch a few passes. 


DEFENSE 


Players of Ra’Shede Hageman’s caliber 
don’t come along often — at least not 
at Minnesota — and when they leave, 
they’re hard to replace. 

The 6-6, 311-pound Hageman was 
an imposing figure on the Gophers’ 
defensive line. Minnesota may be los- 
ing an NFL talent in Hageman, but the 
Gophers have several other defensive 
linemen with experience. 

“You just don’t walk in and replace 
guys like that. It’s got to be a group ef- 
fort,” Kill said. “Maybe we stack one on 
top of somebody’s shoulders, because 
he’s a unique individual.” 

That group effort could very well be 
led by senior defensive tackle Cameron 
Botticelli, who was a bit unheralded 
playing alongside Hageman last year. 
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Theiren Cockran 
Photo by Steve Beyer 


POS STARTER VA. 
QB Mitch Leidner So. 
RB David Cobb* Sr. 
RB Rodrick Williams Jr. dr. 

WR _ Drew Wolitarsky 50. 
WR __ Isaac Fruechte 

TE Maxx Williams* 


COMMENT 


So. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 
Takes over as starter following Philip Nelson's transfer. 
Emerged to win starting job midseason in 2013. 

A bruiser in the backfield who made six starts last year. 
One of two wideouts who contributed as a true freshman, 
Sr. Part-time starter was reliable (but no TDs) as a junior. 
Missed spring with knee injury; led team in recelvin 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Chris Streveler, Fr. 
Donnell Kirkwood, Sr. 
Berkley Edwards, Fr. 
Donovahn Jones, So. 
KJ Maye, Jr. 
sin'13. Drew Goodger, Sr.* 


LT Ben Laver So. Named to Freshman All-America team last year. Marek Lenkiewicz, Sr. 
LG Zac Epping’ Sr. Started 34 total games during his first three seasons. Joe Bjorklund, Jr. 

C Tommy Olson Sr. Moved from guard to center for junior season. Jon Christenson, Jr.* 
RG Caleb Bak* Sr. Made nine starts, but suffered season-ending injury. Foster Bush, Jr. 

RT _ Josh Campion* Ur. At 6-5, 326 pounds, he’s the biggest of all starting linemen. Jonah Pirsig, So. 

K Ryan Santoso Fr. Freshman with a strong leg takes over for Chris Hawthorne. _ Andrew Harte, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Theiren Cockran* Jr. Had 10 tackles for loss and team-high 7.5 sacks last season. Ben Perry, Sr. 
DT Cameron Botticelli* Sr. Senior leader made 24 starts over last two years. Robert Ndondo-Lay, Jr. 


DT — Scott Ekpe Jr. 


Could wind up playing alongside younger brother Hendrick. 


Harold Legania, Sr. 


DE Michael Amaefula* Sr. 


Asa starter since his freshman year, he has 30 starts under his belt. Hendrick Ekpe, So. 


LB De'Vondre Campbell dr. Undersized linebacker has the athleticism to make plays. __De'Niro Laster, Fr. 


LB Damien Wilson* Sr. 


Junior college transfer made 12 starts with the Gophers in 2013. Nick Rallis, So. 


LB Jack Lynn So. _Played in just three games as a redshirt freshman. Ray Dixon, Fr. 

CB Eric Murray” Jr. The Gophers’ best comerback had 10 pass breakups last season. Briean Boddy-Calhoun, Jr. 
CB Derrick Wells Sr. Former safety was limited in spring following shoulder surgery. Jalen Myrick, So. 

$ Cedric Thompson* Sr. Started 11 games and led team with 79 tackles in 2013. Damarius Travis, Jr. 

$ Antonio Johnson Jt. Has chance as full-time starter with departure of Brock Vereen. Grayson Levine, Sr. 

P Peter Mortell* Jr. Emerged as one of Big Ten’s best with 43.3-yard average. Christian Eldred, Sr. 
*Returning Starter 
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a good one late in the 
process in the 6-3, 


Carmel plugger is one 
of the best pound-for- 
190-pound Holland, pound grabs of any 


No. 11 running back school in the country. 
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O 
© 
S walks in the door aS eee paar The 11, 285-pound 
Zz one of the more talent- — um (Va. Richardson is extreme- 
ed players on the ros- . © Woods caught 64 ly quick and tenacious. 
© ter. The All-American passes for 1,032 yards From one of the 
and Minnesota Mr. and 17 touchdowns. A Roget da Brogan 
three-time state cham e ckles for 
Football rushed for p tae al 17 cack aa 


that has a knack for 
playing his best in the 
biggest games. 


1,525 yards and 34 
touchdowns in 10 
games as a senior. 


a senior in winning a 
second-straight state 
title. 


Pos Hi Wt 


Jonathan Celestin IB 61 210 @@@ Jonesboro, GA Mundy's Mill 
Rated No. 139 outside linebacker nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, 
had 139 tackles, including seven tackles for loss, and six sacks. 


Ra'Shaun Croney ATH 6-0 175 @@O Pahokee, FL Pahokee 
Ranked No. 90 athlete nationally and No. 244 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... Palm Beach Post All-Area... SunSentine/ rated No. 14 player in Palm 
Beach County. 


Gaelin Elmore T 66 246 GOO — Somerset, WI Somerset 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 28 tight end nationally and No. 6 player in 
Wisconsin... All-State... Had seven receptions for 129 yards in a run-oriented offense 
as a senior... Had 28 tackles for loss, 11 sacks and seven fumbles caused. 


Isalah Gentry WR 64 18 @©@© — Cincinnati, OH Moeller 
Rated No. 79 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to state champi- 
onship... As a senior, had 44 receptions for 1,104 yards and 10 touchdowns. 


Jerry Gibson Tr 63 @OO Theodore, AL Theodore 
247Sports Composite ranked No, 59 tight end nationally and No. 47 player in 
Alabama... Had 509 yards rushing on 77 carries as a senior... Had 18 receptions for 
280 yards and seven touchdowns... Had five sacks, two passes broken up, three 
fumbles caused and one fumble recovered. 


Melvin Holland Jr. WR 63 191 ©@© — Ashhum, VA Briar Woods 
Rated No. 21 player in Virginia by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to three state 
championships... As a senior, had 64 receptions for 1,032 yards and 17 touchdowns... 
Returned six kickoffs for 219 yards and one touchdown. 


170 G6 — Edwardsville, I 


Stars Hometown 


5-11 Edwardsville 


Craig James 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 32 player in Illinois... Second-team All-State... 
Returned six kicks and scored three touchdowns as a senior... Had six interceptions 
and two fumbles recovered, scoring three additional touchdowns. 


Jeff Jones RB 6-0 =6198 GGOO Minneapolis Washbum 
247Sports Composite rated No. 11 running back nationally and No. 1 player in Minnesota. .. 
Most Valuable Player of Under Armour All-America Game... Minnesota Mr. Football... 
All-State... As a senior, had 1,525 yards rushing and 34 touchdowns in 10 games. 


Julian Kafo DE 64 25 OO Mont-Tremblant, Quebec, Canada Vanier College 
Rated No. 119 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 1 player in Montreal by 
247Sports Composite... Had 35 tackles, including 11 tackles for loss, five sacks, two 
passes broken up and one interception as a senior. 


Conner Krizancic WR 62 19 ©@@ Mentor, OH Mentor 
247Sports Composite rated No. 99 player in Ohio... As a senior, had 3,230 yards pass- 
ing and 32 touchdowns... Had 1,455 yards rushing and 23 touchdowns... Had 71 
receptions for 985 yards and 10 touchdowns as a junior. 
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Total Stars 
National Rank: 56 


2a7sronr= COMPOSITE 
2015 NEEDS: 


Minnesota only signed two defensive backs in 2014 
and will look to bring in a slew of them in 2015. Also 
look for Jerry Kill and his staff to try and reel in four 
to five offensive linemen. 


Isaiah Gentry Big Ten: 11 
Gentry out of 
Cincinnati (Ohio) 
Moeller, was one of 
the most overlooked 
players in the 
Buckeye State, and 
Minnesota is getting 
a Steal in the speedy 
6-4, 185-pound pass 
catcher that can 
Stretch the field. He 
will likely walk in as 
the fastest receiver on 
the team and play as 
a true freshman. 


By Steve Wiltfong 


Pos Ht Wt 


Brandon Lingen T 65 25 OOO Wayzata Wayzata 
Ranked No. 6 player in Minnesota by 247Sports Composite... Had 15 receptions for 
139 yards and four touchdowns as a senior. 


Connor Mayes OL 65 306 GOO  VanElstyne, TX Van Alstyne 
247Sports Composite rated No. 4 offensive center nationally... Participated in 2014 
U.S. Army All-American Game. 


Gary Moore OT 63 285 @O@ Mobile, AL 

Ranked No. 118 defensive tackle nationally and No. 59 player in Alabama by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 57 tackles, 1.5 sacks, two fumbles caused and one 
fumble recovered... Had 81 career tackles... Also played tight end. 


Cody Poock 1B 62 234 OOO  Okoboli,IA lowa Westem CC 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite ranked No. 13 inside linebacker nationally and 
No. 11 player in lowa... Has three years eligibility remaining... Had 80 tackles 
(32 solo), one fumble caused, and two interceptions returned for touchdown as a freshman. 


Luke Rasmussen OL 67 270 @©@© _ Brookfield, Wi Central 
247Sports Composite rated No. 153 tackle nationally and No. 16 player in Wisconsin... 
Second-team All-State... Helped team rush for 3,006 yards and 47 touchdowns as a senior. 


Steven Richarison DT 5-11 285 @@@ Chicago,IL Mt Carmel 
Ranked No. 96 defensive tackle nationally and No. 46 player by 247Sports Composite... 


Stars Hometown 


Helped team to two consecutive state championships... As a senior, had 64 tackles, 
including 34 tackles for loss, 17 sacks, two fumbles caused and one fumble recovered. 


Dimonic Roden-McKimy QB 6-0 213 @@@ __ Kansas City, KS Wyandotte 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 21 dual-threat quarterback 
nationally and No. 6 player in Kansas... Two-time All-State... Had 2,547 yards passing 
and 26 touchdowns as a senior... Had 519 yards rushing and nine touchdowns. 


Rodney Smith RB 5-11 200 GGG Jonesboro, GA Mandy's Mill 
Ranked No. 83 running back nationally and No. 101 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 2,201 yards rushing and 26 touchdowns... 
Had 4,002 all-purpose yards in final two seasons. 


Andrew Stelter DE 64 264 G66 Owatonna Owatonna 
247Sports Composite rated No. 39 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 4 
player in Minnesota... Two-time All-State... Helped team to state championship... Had 
58 tackles and two fumbles recovered as a senior. 


Jared Weyler OL 64 280 GOO Dayton, 0H Centerville 
Ranked No. 146 outside linebacker nationally and No. 100 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... Blocked for offense that had almost 4,000 yards rushing and scored 48 TDs. 


Everett Williams 1B 61 220 ©@@ Mansfield, TX Legacy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 121 outside linebacker nationally... All-State... As a 
senior, had 74 tackles, 11 sacks, recovered three fumbles for touchdowns, and one 
interception returned for touchdown. 
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GOLDEN GOPHERS SPRING ROSTER 


Hometown No. Name 


Arlington, TX 7__ Mitch Leidner 


Davis Anderson 


St. Paul 74 Marek Lenkiewicz 


Duke Anyanwu 


Hometown 


Lakeville 
Tinley Park, IL 


Blaine 6 — Grayson Levine 


Eden Prairie 


Adekunle Ayinde 
Caleb Bak 


Blaine Brandon Lingen 


Wayzata 


Columbia Heights 50 Jack Lynn 


Cole Banham 


Lake Zurich, IL 


Lakeville 80 Aaron Marmer 


Alex Bisch 


Menasha, WI 


Northfield 34 Jephete Matilus 


Joe Bjorklund 


Delray Beach, FL 


Rosemount 1 KJ Maye 


Mobile, AL 


Brian Bobek 


Inverness, IL 76 Alex Mayes 


Briean Boddy-Calhoun 


Van Alstyne, TX 


Wilmington, DE Connor Mayes 


Jetf Borchardt 


Van Alstyne, TX 


Medina 71 Kyle McAvoy 


Cameron Botticelli 


Bloomington, IL 


Milwaukee, WI 66 Luke McAvoy 


Foster Bush 


Bloomington, IL 


Menasha, WI Logan McElfresh 


De'Vondre Campbell 


Brainerd 


Fort Myers, FL 


Josh Campion 


Decatur, GA 


Fergus Falls 


Emmit Carpenter 


Hunting Valley, OH 


Green Bay, WI 


Eric Carter 


Miramar, FL 


Lakeland, FL 


Jonathan Celestin 


Mobile, AL 


Jonesboro, GA 


63 Jon Christenson 


Green Bay, WI 


Minnetonka 


David Cobb 


31 Eric Murray 


Milwaukee, WI 


Killeen, TX_ 28 "Jalen Myrick 


Theiren Cockran 


Bloomingdale, GA 


Homestead, FL 69 Robert Ndondo-Lay 


Michael Conway 


Minneapolis 


La Crescent 44 Riley Oharah 


Connor Cosgrove 


Goodland, KS 


Fitchburg, WI 53 Tommy Olson 


Cedric Dicke 


Mahtomedi 


Cannon Falls Josh Parks 


Ray Dixon 


Chisago Lakes 


Loxahatchee, FL 


Berkley Edwards 


90 Demaris Peppers 


Memphis, TN 


Novi, Mi Jacques Perra 


Hendrick Ekpe 


Lewisville, TX 93 Ben Perry 


Scott Ekpe 


Southlake, TX 


Lewisville, TX 79 Jonah Pirsig 


Christian Eldred 


Blue Earth 


Melbourne, Australia 


Gaelin Elmore 


Somerset wr &2_LitooinPisek 


West, TX 


Zac Epping 


12 Cody Poock 


Okoboji, 1A 


Kenosha, WI 


Chad Fahning 


St. Paul 56 Nick Rallis 


Edina 


96 Dave Ramlet 


Kyle Fodness 


Appleton, WI 


Beau Luke Rasmussen 


Dexter Foreman 


Manvel, X 75 Conor Rhoda 
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tsaac Fruechte 


Caledonia 


Brookfield, WI 
Eagan 


Steven Richardson 


Isaiah Gentry 


Cincinnati, OH 


Chicago, IL 


Jerry Gibson 


Theodore, AL 29 Kasey Robinson 


Minneapolis 


Drew Goodger 


. Shawnee Mission, KS 2 = Dione ode ictiy 


Kansas City, MO 


Nick Hart 


49 Owen Salzwedel 


Beaver Dam, Wi 


Prior Lake 


Andrew Harte 


Downers Grove, IL 26" Ryan Santoso 


Pace, FL 


Jared Hartman 
Tyler Hartmann 


Falcon Heights 23 EJ Sardinha 


Wellington, FL 


Andover 35 Dominic Schultz 


Port Huron, Mi 


Isaac Hayes 


Brooklyn Park 26_Brian Smith 


Milwaukee, WI 


Ernie Helfort 


Rodney Smith 


Jonesboro, GA 


Bemidji 
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Jordan Hinojosa 


Miami, FL 40 Alexander Starks 


Plainfield, IL 


Melvin Holland Jr. 


Ashburn, VA Andrew Stelter 


Owatonna 
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Logan Hutton 


[a Marque, TX 5 Chris Streveler 


Crystal Lake, IL 


Craig James 


Edwardsville, IL 41 Miles Thomas 
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Downs, KS 


Antonio Johnson 


Cleveland, OH 2 Cedric Thompson 
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Calipatria, CA 


Cavonte Johnson 


Edina 52 Yoshoub Timms 


. Fort Walton Beach, FL 


Donovahn Jones 


Stockbridge, GA 7__Damarius Travis 


Pensacola, FL 


Jeff Jones 


Minneapolis 89 _Louls Tuszynski 


Germantown, WI 


Marcus Jones 


Wake Forest, NC 13 Derrick Wells 


Lehigh Acres, FL 


Payton Jordahl 


Perham 18 Peter Westerhaus 


Chanhassen 


Justin Juenemann 


Phillipsburg, KS Jared Weyler 


Dayton, OH 


Julien Kafo 


Ment Tent Qube, Canada Everett Williams 


Mansfield, TX 


Alex Keith 


Columbia, MO 35. Rodrick Williams Jr. 


Lewisville, TX 


Donnell Kirkwood 


Delray Beach, FL 88 Maxx Williams 


Waconia 


Conner Krizancic 


Mentor, OH 5 Damien Wilson 
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Gloster, MS 


De'Niro Laster 


. Cleveland Heights, OH 30 Chris Wipson 


Plymouth 


Ben Lauer 


Plymouth 82 Drew Wolitarsky 


Santa Clarita, CA 


Harold Legania 


New Orleans, LA 39 Nate Wozniak 


(BIS 


Greenwood, IN 


Matt Leidner 


Lakeville 25 Devon Wright 


Coral Springs, FL 
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— DEF. LEADERS 


Tackles; C. Thompson 79, D, Wilson 78, A. Hill 72 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards 1D Long Avg/G 
P. Nelson 12 119.0 94 186 6 50.5 1306 9 50 1088 
M. Leidner 10 1319 43 78 1 55.1 619 3 #8655) «(619 
GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
M.Williams 13 25 417 «16.7 5 800) e321 
D. Engel 10 25 401 16.0 5 48 401 
D. Cobb 13 17 174 «10.2 Ov 52%. “134 
GP Att. Gain Loss Wet Avg TO Long Avg/& 
D, Cobb 13 237 1240 «838 1202) 5.1 7 60 92.5 
M. Leidner 10 102 498 91 407 40 q) 320) Ah? 
P. Nelson 12 93 484 120 364 39 6 48 303 


Tackles for loss: R. Hageman 13, T. Cockran 10, three tied with 5.5 


Sacks: T. Cockran 7.5, J. Manuel 2, R. Hageman 2, A. Keith 2 
Interceptions; A. Hill 2, eight tied with 1 


NOTEBOOK 


ee when cornerback Briean Boddy-Calhoun was 
playing the best football of his college career, his 
season came crashing down. 

Boddy-Calhoun suffered a torn ACL in Minnesota's 
second game of the 2013 season when a teammate 
rolled into his knee. It sidelined the cornerback for the 
remainder of the year, but he was granted a medical 
redshirt and now enters his redshirt junior season. 

“!'m naturally a positive guy,” Boddy-Calhoun said. 
“| don’t like negativity, so | was positive from Day 1. 
| never turned back.” 

Though he was limited in spring practices, Boddy- 
Calhoun was able to get back on the field and take 
part in team drills. He was one of the Gophers’ top 
cornerbacks a year ago and again has a chance to 
make a big impact as a member of a secondary that 
boasts plenty of depth and experience. 

“It's amazing how fast he’s come back,” said 
defensive coordinator Tracy Claeys. “I’m the one 
who's telling him to slow down right now because 
| don't want something to happen that delays him.” 

e With several defensive linemen banged up during 
spring, junior Robert Ndondo-Lay made the most of 
his opportunity to receive extra playing time. 

The 6-5, 250-pound Ndondo-Lay showed that he 
has the skills to play at defensive end and defensive 
tackle. A Minneapolis native, he joined the Gophers 
this summer after spending two years at Division I! 
Winona State. 

Ndondo-Lay’s impressive spring was capped by 
a strong showing in Minnesota's spring game, when 
he had three tackles, including a sack. 

“He’s a young man who's really a unique story, and 
that's what you love about college football,” said head 
coach Jerry Kill. “He wants to play. He works his tail 
end off. | like that.” 

¢ Kill’s assistant coaches remained intact during 
his first three seasons, but there will be a new face on 
the staff for year four. 

Linebackers coach Bill Miller left Minnesota this 
winter to take the same job at Florida State. He was 
replaced by Mike Sherels, who was promoted from 
assistant coordinator of recruiting operations. Sherels 
played for the Gophers from 2003-07 and joined Kill’s 
staff when he took over the program in 2011. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“Nothing has changed much. They're a physical, 
very run-oriented on offense. They're still strug- 
gling throwing the ball. They just keep plugging 
along. They're going to kill the clock, run the ball on 
offense and play smart on defense. 

“| see them being kind of the same as they were 
a year ago — in that 7-4, 8-5 area and maximizing 
their roster. That’s the best way to say what Jerry 
Kill does at Minnesota. 

“The fans at Minnesota think this is a mathe- 
matical equation, where you win 3, 6, 8, now 10. | 
It's not. They're squeezing every ounce of energy 
out of what they've got. Their facilities are probably 
14th out of 14 in the conference. But they do 
a great job of maximizing their resources.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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He started a combined 24 games over the 
last two seasons and had 5.5 tackles for 
loss as a junior. Minnesota also returns 
its starting defensive ends from last year 
in Michael Amaefula and Theiren Cock- 
ran, both of whom started all 13 games. 
Minnesota must also find a way 
to replace Brock Vereen, a first-team 
All-Big Ten safety. Senior safety 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 18.4 
Rushing 160.0 
Passing 150.3 
Total 310.3 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 22.1 
Rushing 151.9 
Passing 169.5 
Total 321.4 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PER GAME 
31.7 
186.4 
216.7 
403.1 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
24.7 
172.0 
186.6 
358.6 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-8 - 0.67 Ee 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
- 0.15 
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2012 RANKINGS 


Cedric Thompson has a chance to 

fill Vereen’s shoes and take over as a 
leader of the secondary — a unit that 
is still relatively young but talented. 
Minnesota finished with the fifth-best 
pass defense in the conference a year 
ago and continues to improve under 
coordinator Tracy Claeys. 

The linebacker corps could be the 
weak link on the defense. Minnesota’s 
coaches were high on junior college 
transfer Cody Poock, but Poock tore his 
ACL during spring ball. The injury was 
a big loss for the defense as Poock had 
been playing with the first team during 
spring practices. 

De’Vondre Campbell and Damien 
Wilson will have opportunities to 
make an impact at linebacker. Wilson 
made 12 starts and had 78 tackles. 
Campbell, though a bit undersized at 
6-5, 225, has the speed to chase down 
ball carriers. He appeared in all 13 
games and finished with 41 tackles 
and a forced fumble. 

There’s not a ton of experience at 
the linebacker position after those two, 
however, so guys like redshirt sopho- 
mores Jack Lynn and Nick Rallis could 
have opportunities to earn significant 
playing time as backups. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Minnesota has a battle for the start- 
ing kicker job after Chris Hawthorne 
graduated. Redshirt freshman Ryan San- 
toso appears to be the frontrunner, even 
though he looks more like a linebacker 
than a kicker at 6-5, 260. Santoso took 
part in the Under Armour All-American 
Game before coming to Minnesota, and 
Gophers coaches rave about his big leg. 

Punter Peter Mortell was one of the 
unsung heroes on last year’s team. After 
Minnesota struggled in the punting 
game in recent years, Mortell emerged 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 25.7 
Rushing 195.2 
Passing 148.1 
Total 343.3 


PER GAME 
22.2 
158.2 
215.1 
373.2 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


RANK  TOMARGIN PER GAME 


69 +3 +0.2 1-42 
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BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


CB Eric Murray 

Emerged in 2013 as a shut- 
down corner, covering oppo- 
nents’ top receivers. ... Had a 
team-high 10 pass breakups 
last year, the 11th-most in 
school history. ... Should 
become leader of secondary 
with graduation of safety 
Brock Vereen. ... Earned hon- 
orable mention All-Big Ten honors during sophomore 
season. ... A big reason Minnesota boasted conference's 
fifth-best pass defense. ... Could follow in Vereen’s foot- 
steps as next Gophers defensive back to get chance in 
the NFL. 


EMERGING STAR 


TE Maxx Williams 

Led the Gophers in recep- 
tions (25), receiving yards 
(417) and touchdowns (five) as 
a redshirt freshman last year. 
... At 6-4, 254 pounds, is often 
a tough matchup for opposing 
defenses. ... First career catch 
last season was a 10-yard 
touchdown. ... Has NFL pedi- 
gree, as his father played briefly for the New York Giants. 
.. Transitioned from high school quarterback to tight 
end. ... Sat out of spring practices with a knee injury but 
should be ready by fall. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Berkley Edwards 

Three-star talent from 
Michigan took a redshirt year 
during 2013 season. ... 
Younger brother of former NFL 
wide receiver Braylon 
Edwards, and father Stan also 
played in the NFL. ... Scored 
only touchdown of Gophers’ 
spring game on a 33-yard run. 
.. Has the best speed among the running back group 
and was a state champion sprinter in high school. ... 
Will be competing for carries with upperclassmen David 
Cobb, Rodrick Williams and Donnell Kirkwood, 


RESULTS 
8-5, 4-4 
UNLV 
at New Mexico State 
WESTERN ILLINOIS 
SAN JOSE STATE 
1OWA 
at Michigan 
at Northwestern 
NEBRASKA 
at Indiana 
PENN STATE 
WISCONSIN 
at Michigan State 
Texas Bowl 
vs. Syracuse 


51-23 
44-21 
29-12 
43-24 

7-23 
13-42 
20-17 
34-23 
42-39 
24-10 

7-20 

3-14 


reff 22 2 Ses 


17-21 
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PLAYER 


Cobb Seeks To Join 
Gophers’ Elite RBs 


innesota used to be a running back factory 
back when the likes of Laurence Maroney 
and Marion Barber Ill wore the maroon and gold. 
Since then, however, it’s been somewhat of a re- 
volving door in the backfield, filled with runners 
who have failed to make a name for themselves. 

That changed when David Cobb emerged to 
grab the starting job midway through the 2013 
season and become the school’s first 1,000-yard 
rusher since 2006. Minnesota had found its go- 
to running back. 

That's not to say that others won’t take some 
of the handoffs from quarterback Mitch Leidner 
this fall. Redshirt senior Donnell Kirkwood and 
junior Rodrick Williams have started games at 
running back throughout their careers. The Go- 
phers are also high on redshirt freshman Berkley 
Edwards — a speedster who poses a home run 
threat from anywhere on the field — as well as 
incoming four-star recruit Jeff Jones (who could 
redshirt this season). 

Yet it all starts with Cobb. 

“You can’t come out there and get complacent,” 
Cobb said this spring. “Everybody has to push each 


PROFILE 


David Cobb 
Photo by Joe Robbins 


other and bring the best out of everyone.” 


eight yards as a sophomore in 2012. 


Thanks in part to injuries to Kirkwood and 
Williams, Cobb’s chance in the spotlight finally : 


came — and he never looked back. 


“| think David's going to do a good job, but : 
we're good at running back,” said head coach : 
| think : 
that our job is to get the right people the foot- : 
ball, and we’ve got to do a better job of that, and : 


Jerry Kill. “We’ve got some flexibility. ... 


we’ve got a good plan.” 


Cobb carried the ball 237 times last year, 
more than twice the combined rushes for Kirk- : 
wood and Williams (112). In Minnesota’s offense, 
it’s likely that Leidner will tuck the ball and run a H 
good amount, too. His 102 rushes were second : 


on the team in 2013, trailing only Cobb. 


For once, though, Minnesota won’t enter fall 


camp with a question mark at running back. 


“When you see those guys and they’re coming 
back and they have the chemistry and they've : 
jelled together like that,” Cobb said, “as running ; 


backs, all you can do is sit back and smile.” 


: as one of the best in the Big Ten. He 

: averaged 43.3 yards per punt — third 
among Big Ten punters — in his first 

? season as the Gophers’ starter, which 

: earned him honorable mention All-Big 
: Ten honors. 


Marcus Jones did most of the kick 


? and punt return duties last year and 

: could very well be the No. 1 option 

: again. Wide receiver KJ Maye and 

: safety Antonio Johnson could also 

: return kicks. Speedy freshman run- 

? ning back Berkley Edwards is another 
: intriguing option. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The 2014 season begins with a game 


? against FCS school Eastern Illinois, 

: which won the Ohio Valley Conference 
: last year. The Gophers then play host to 
? a Middle Tennessee team that finished 

: 8-5 and earned a trip to the Armed 

: Forces Bowl. A road game at TCU likely 

: will severely test Minnesota’s offense. 

? The Gophers then face San Jose State for 
? the second year in a row. 


The Gophers have three tough road 


: trips in the Big Ten this year, as they’ll 

: play at Michigan, Nebraska and Wiscon- 
? sin. Those last two are Minnesota’s final 
> two games of the regular season, which 


? could be a tough way for Jerry Kill’s 


Cobb, who combines a bit of speed with some : tant fo close our znd, 


physicality, finished last year with 1,202 rushing : 


yards, the 11th-most in the school’s history fora ? ten newcomer — Rutgers or Maryland 


single season. His breakout year was even more : _ but does play host to rival Iowa in 


of a surprise given that he had just one carry for : early November. 


Minnesota avoids facing either Big 


— Tyler Mason 
Sse HEDULE 

Opponent 13 Record 
Aug.28 EASTERN ILLINOIS 12-2 
Sept.6 MIDDLE TENNESSEE 8-5 
Sept. 13 at TCU 4-8 
Sept.20 SAN JOSE STATE 6-6 
Sept. 27 at Michigan 7-6 
Oct. 11 NORTHWESTERN 5-7 
Oct. 18 PURDUE 1-11 
Oct. 25 at Illinois 4-8 
Nov. 8 IOWA 8-5 
Nov. 15 OHIO STATE 12-2 
Nov. 22 at Nebraska 9-4 
Nov. 29 at Wisconsin 9-4 


138 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


Photo by Ken Blaze-USA TODAY Sports 


» KENT STATE | GOLDEN FLASHES 


MAC rank: 9 Record: 4-8 


sGolinjReardon 


“Our attitude and preparation is 
what's going to make us win. If we 
do that, we're chasing greatness.” 

— Paul Haynes 


GOLDEN FLASHES at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Kent, Ohio 

COACH: Paul Haynes — At Kent State and overall: 4-8, 1 year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Rock 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian George 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1972 
LAST BOWL: 2012, GoDaddy.com 
RETURING STARTERS: 12; 5 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Colin Reardon, RB Trayion Durham, 
WR Chris Humphrey, NT Nate Terhune, LB Darius Redmond, 


LB Matt Dellinger, CB Najee Murray, SS Jordan Italiano 


PRIMARY’ STRENGTHS: If healthy, Durham is a load to tackle 
and can eat up yards, Humphrey and Reardon should have 
better chemistry, and the offensive line is vastly improved. Led 
by Dellinger, the linebacking corps possesses plenty of talent 
and potential, P Anthony Melchiori is a weapon on special 
teams. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The opening schedule is brutal, and 
a slow start could sap any optimism out of the season. Aside 
from Durham and Humphrey, the Golden Flashes lack a reliable 
skill player. There's a possibility Reardon isn't the answer at 
quarterback. 


OFFENSE 

The Golden Flashes, after winning just four 
games and ranking 104th nationally in scoring, 
must find a replacement for their best offensive 
player — the super speedy weapon Dri Archer. 

And they have to hope that leading returning 
rusher Trayion Durham is healthy in the fall. Dur- 
ham rushed for a team-high 766 yards last season, 
but he sat out the spring after undergoing foot 
surgery in December. 

In case Durham can’t go right way, coach Paul 
Haynes moved Nick Holley from wide receiver 
to running back. Tristin Boykin and Anthony 


MAC record: 3-5 (Sth, East) 


Meray benefitted from added reps in the back- 
field this spring. 

Quarterback Colin Reardon took his lumps as 
a redshirt freshman, but he gained valuable experi- 
ence for 2014, getting a clear understanding of 
the checks in the system and playing with more 
confidence in the spring. 

Chris Humphrey emerged into a go-to threat at 
receiver, and coaches will ask him to mentor the 
younger receivers. The position has been a sore 
spot for several years, but the Golden Flashes are 
hoping speedy sophomore Ernest Calhoun, Josh 
Boyle and James Brooks can break out. 

Haynes emphasized the importance of adding 
strength and weight in the offseason after several 
injuries last season. Several members of the offen- 
sive line got stronger and bigger. 


DEFENSE 
The bulk of Kent State’s 4-2-5 defense is back, but 
gone is four-time all-conference tackle Roosevelt 
Nix, as well as leading tackler Luke Wollet, a safety. 
In Haynes’ second season, he is stressing better 
communication, working as one unit and play- 
ing low. Junior tackles Chris Fairchild and Nate 
Terhune need to take on an expanded role. Senior 
defensive end Richard Gray, who had 4.5 sacks in 
2012, is back in the mix after missing last season. 
The linebacking corps is very steady and should 
improve as a unit. Junior Matt Dellinger is the top 
returning tackler, with DeVante’ Strickland and 
Darius Redmond both coming off solid seasons. 
There are several players with experience in the 
secondary, highlighted by strong safety Jordan 
Italiano. Safety Calvin Tiggle’s return from an 
injury and Ohio State transfer cornerback Najee 
Murray also bolster the unit. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Punter Anthony Melchiori followed up a solid 
freshman season by deftly adding the short-range 
kicking duties. Melchiori made 9 of 14 field goal 
attempts and averaged 44.5 yards per punt. Calhoun 
is an impact player in the punt and return game. 


OVERVIEW 

The Golden Flashes took a drastic fall last 
season after capturing the MAC East title with 
an 8-0 record in 2012. A slew of injuries, includ- 
ing to Dri Archer, hindered Kent State from the 
season opener. With a deeper and healthier roster, 
the Golden Flashes should have more balance on 
offense. The schedule is tricky at the start, with 
home games against Ohio and South Alabama 
followed by road games at Ohio State, Virginia 
and Northern Illinois. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB Najee Murray: After playing in five of his first 
six games at Ohio State in 2012, Murray suffered a 
season-ending knee injury. Once Paul Haynes left 
Ohio State to coach Kent State, Murray followed. 
A former three-star recruit, Murray immediate 
plugs a hole in the secondary. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Dix Stadium (25,000) 


By Bob Narang 


OFFENSE 


QB 
RB 
WR 
WR 
WR 
TE 
LT 
LG 


Colin Reardon* 
Traylon Durham* 
Chris Humphrey* 
Ernest Calhoun 
James Brooks 
Casey Pierce 
Reno Reda* 
Wayne Scott 

Alex Nielsen 
Anthony Pruitt 
Jason Bitsko* 


DEFENSE 


DE 


Richard Gray 

Nate Terhune* 

Chris Fairchitd* 6-2 
Terrence Waugh 6-1 
Darius Redmond* 6-0 
Matt Dellinger* 6-1 
Elcee Refuge 5-9 
Malcolm Pannell 5-10 
Najee Murray 5-9 
Jordan Italiano* 5-10 
Nate Holley 5-11 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 85 
Ps 


* Returning 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 25 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


-4 


Brad Miller* 
Anthony Metchiorl* 


Starters in Bold 


5-10 
5-1 


SOUTH ALABAMA 
at Ohio State 

at Virginia 

at Northern Illinois 
MASSACHUSETTS 
ARMY 

at Miami (OH) 
TOLEDO 

at Bowling Green 
at Buffalo 

AKRON 


LIBERTY 
BOWLING GREEN 
at LSU 


17-10 
22-41 
13-45 

0-34 
32-14 

24-38 
24-27 
21-38 

21-41 

7-16 

24-6 

44-13 


at Penn State 


at Western Michigan 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Ball State 


at South Alabama 
BUFFALO 
at Akron 
MIAMI 
at OHIO 


PER GAME 
20.8 
182.4 
186.5 
368.9 


RANK 
104 


PER GAME 
26.9 
198.8 
ani 
409.9 


PER GAME 
-0.3 
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For more coverage of the Cornhuskers, visit nebraska.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Beck 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Lincoln, Neb, 


2013: 
9-4 overall, 5-3 Big Ten (T-2nd, Legends) 


COACH: 
Bo Pelini — At Nebraska and overall: 58-24, 6 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
13; 5 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

IB Ameer Abdullah, WR Kenny Bell, 
0G Jake Cotton, DE Randy Gregory, 
DT Maliek Collins, LB Michael Rose, 
CB Josh Mitchell, S Corey Cooper 


PRIMARY STENGTHS: 

Abdullah and Gregory are two of the Big Ten’s 
best players. The experience QB Tommy 
Armstrong Jr. gained last season should serve 
him well heading into his sophomore 

season. Seven returning starters should help the 


defense develop into one of Big Ten’s best units. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The Huskers lose five seniors off an offensive 
line that accounted for 120 career starts. The 
losses on the defensive side of the ball aren’t as 
dramatic, but Nebraska needs to get improved 
play from a group of experienced linebackers 
and shore up some secondary holes to turn this 
into a championship-caliber unit. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Taylor Martinez, WR Quincy Enunwa, 

OG Spencer Long, OT Jeremiah Sirles, 

DE Jason Ankrah, CB Stanley Jean-Baptiste, 
CB Ciante Evans 


OVERVIEW: 

Each of Pelini’s first six teams has won at least 
nine games, but Nebraska has come up short 
of a championship each time, putting pressure 
on his seventh team to finally win a title. The 
Huskers figure to be right in the mix to win the 
reconfigured West Division, especially with 

a schedule that does not include crossover 
games vs. Ohio State and Michigan. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Papuchis 


STADIUM: Memorial: 81,091 


Huskers Seek Elusive Title in Year 7 Under Pelini 


question Nebraska fans are 
Arms as they head into this 

season has nothing to do with 
the team, at least on the field. 

Instead, it’s this: What happened to 
the head coach? 

Bo Pelini underwent an offseason 
transformation, going from the defiant 
guy that almost dared his bosses to fire 
him after a loss to Iowa in the regular- 
season finale to a cat lover. 

Say what? 

Pelini showed up at Nebraska’s spring 
game carrying a cat during the team’s 
pregame tunnel walk. That was in re- 
sponse to the fake Bo Pelini account on 
Twitter, which featured an avatar with 
him holding a feline. 

Pelini even provided the spring-game 
crowd with a “Lion King” moment, 
holding the cat above his head just 
before his team rumbled onto the field. 

“We were just trying to have a little 
bit of fun,” Pelini said. 

“Tt had to do with the fake Bo Pelini 
account. It seems people know a lot 
more about it than I do. They tried to 
get me to put a sweater on it, but that 
wasn’t happening.” 

Pelini has spent considerable time 
over his first six seasons as head coach 
trying to convince folks that Bo, the 
person, is different than Bo, the angry 
ogre on the sideline. 

The old Pelini was seen as a guy 
having a death grip on the program, 
wanting to control all of its aspects. The 
new Bo opened spring practice to the 
media and says he’ll consider doing it 
in the fall. 

He also generally appeared more com- 
fortable in public during the spring. 

Of course, perhaps all of the good 
vibrations are just temporary and Pelini 
will revert back to his us-against-the- 
world ways after the fall’s first loss. 


And there’s no guarantee that a kinder, 
gentler head coach will end the pro- 
gram’s championship drought that 
stretches back to 1999. 

The latter ranks as the most pressing 
issue. Fans can tolerate angry ogres if 
they bring home trophies, but Pelini’s 
string of 9-4 and 10-4 seasons without 
titles wears on some in Husker Nation. 
There wouldn’t have been many tears 
shed had his bosses called his bluff on 
his post-lowa rant. 

Pelini likes the team he’ll put on the 
field this season. It could be his most 
athletic team in his tenure, or at least 
since 2010. It has a couple of headlin- 
ers in Ameer Abdullah on offense and 
Randy Gregory on defense. The team 
also has its share of question marks, but 
not so many to preclude advancing to 
the Big Ten title game. 


OFFENSE 


The Huskers are loaded at running 
back and reloading on the offensive 
line. How that combination meshes 
could determine how efficient this unit 
will be in 2014. 

Quarterback Tommy Armstrong Jr. has 
few doubts things will come together, 
based on what he saw in the spring. 

“T feel like we can be the best offense 
in the Big Ten next year,” Armstrong 
said. “We've learned a lot this spring. 
Our offense has done a lot against the 
veteran guys on defense.” 

Armstrong took over last season when 
three-year starter Taylor Martinez went 
down with a toe injury. Armstrong, who 
went 7-1 as a starter, has a strong arm, 
but needs to develop a better handle 
for the short, rhythm passes that are 
a staple of the offense. 

Armstrong worked hard this spring 
on knowing where to go with the ball. 

He was intercepted eight times in 131 
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Randy Gregory | 


Photo by Dennis Hubbard 


pass attempts last season. Turnovers have 
plagued Pelini’s teams in the past, so clean- 
ing up that deficiency is a high priority. 

The backups at quarterback, Johnny 
Stanton and Ryker Fyfe, have virtually 
no collegiate experience, but showed 
well at times during the spring. 

Armstrong can throw to Kenny Bell, 
one of the best receivers in the league. 
Bell has greater skill than last season’s 
numbers indicate — 52 catches for 577 
yards and four touchdowns — and has 
a chance to finish his career as one of 
the best receivers in school history. 

Sam Burtch, Taarigq Allen, Jamal 
Turner and Jordan Westerkamp bring 
experience to the receiver group, while 
walk-on Brandon Reilly is coming off 
a solid spring. 

Offensive coordinator Tim Beck strives 
to balance the Nebraska attack, but he 
could be forgiven for leaning on a deep 
and talented collection of running backs. 

The centerpiece of the offense will 


be I-back Ameer Abdullah, a first-team 
All-Big Ten pick in 2013. Abdullah is 
coming off a season in which he rushed 
for 1,690 yards, averaging 6.0 per carry, 
and scored nine touchdowns. 

Spring-game star Imani Cross 
cemented his role as Abdullah’s top 
backup, but the Huskers have a pair of 
exciting young backs in Terrell Newby 
and Adam Taylor. Newby has outstand- 
ing perimeter speed, while Taylor is an 
adept pass-catcher. 

“We have a lot of pieces that can con- 
tribute,” Abdullah said. “We have 
a lot of dynamic players.” 

What is most troubling is the of- 
fensive line, which lost five players who 
combined for 120 career starts. Coaches 
believe the line’s depth is as good as it’s 
been since Pelini took over, a notion 
that will be put to the test this fall. 

Guard Jake Cotton is the only return- 
ing starter, but Colorado transfer Alex 
Lewis emerged from the spring as 


Nebraska’s best lineman. Lewis took 
over the left tackle position, and he and 
Cotton figure to be an aggressive tan- 
dem on that side. Mark Pelini appears 
ready to take over the starting spot at 
center. 


DEFENSE 


The Huskers made progress on defense 
last season, and the return of seven start- 
ers gives hope that this group could de- 
velop into a championship-caliber unit. 

Nebraska was middle-of-the-pack in the 
major defensive statistical categories but 
made gains as the younger players started 
to master the learning curve. Safety Na- 
than Gerry said much of the focus last fall 
was on learning individual assignments. 

“Now, we're kind of learning how 
everything works together,” Gerry said. 

Nebraska has three-quarters of its 
front four settled, with a group of 
experienced linebackers and a couple of 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


— 


Tommy Armstrong Jr. . 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Tommy Armstrong Jr.* So. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Injury to Taylor Martinez provided him with valuable experience. Johnny Stanton, Fr. 


IB Ameer Abdullah* Sr.__Has chance to be first NU back with three 1,000-yard seasons. _ Imani Cross, Jr. 
WR _ Kenny Bell* Sr.__ Has more career catches (134) than rest of receivers combined (108). Brandon Reilly, So. 


WR Jamal Turner Sr. Missed most of last season with injury; has 60 career receptions. — Jordan Westerkamp, So. 
WR Sam Burtch Jr. Three of his 12 catches went for touchdowns last season. Taarig Allen, Jr. 

TE —_Cethan Carter” So. Building on solid freshman season, when he was part-time starter. Sam Cotton, So. 

LT Alex Lewis Jr. Colorado transfer made big impression in spring. David Knevel, Fr. 


LG Jake Cotton* Sr.__ Most experienced OL has ability to play both guard spots. Corey Whitaker, So. 


C Mark Pelini Sr. Ready to start after two seasons of being top backup at position. Ryne Reeves, Jr. 
RG Mike Mou Sr. Showed well when given a chance to start, but coming off injury. Givens Price, Jr. 
RT Zach Sterup Jr. Former high school basketball star has chance to make an impact. Matt Finnin, Jr. 
K Mauro Bondi Jr. Will need strong showing in fall camp to hold off Brown. Drew Brown, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


STARTER COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Randy Gregory* Jr. Explosive pass rusher led Big Ten with 10.5 sacks. AJ. Natter, Fr. 

DT ___VincentValentine* So. _Has size and ability to become major force inside for Huskers. _ Kevin Maurice, So. 
DT —_Maliek Collins So. Dropping 15 pounds has added to his explosiveness inside. Aaron Curry, Jr.* 
DE Greg McMullen So. _ Tentative ways of the past replaced by aggression in spring. Joe Keels, Jr. 


LB Zaire Anderson Sr. 
LB Michael Rose* So. 


Emerged from spring as Huskers’ most consistent linebacker. 
Strong finish included 17 tackles in regular-season finale vs. lowa. 
LB _ David Santos* Jr. Move to outside from middle paid off for versatile veteran. Trevor Roach, Sr. 
CB Josh Mitchell* Sr. Third-year starter packs plenty of punch fora 160-pounder. Daniel Davie, Jr. 


CB _ Jonathan Rose Jr___ Physically gifted player hopes to build off strong spring showing. _ Byerson Cockrell, Jr. 
SS___ Corey Cooper* Sr. Settled in at position last season; led team with 91 tackles. D.J. Singleton, Fr. 
FS LeRoy Alexander So. Role increased dramatically as 2013 season progressed. Nathan Gerry, So. 


P Sam Foltz* So. _ Former WR working on consistency in second year as starter. Mauro Bondi, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


David Santos, Jr. 
Josh Banderas, So. 
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Joe Keels Byerson Cockrell Drew Brown 
The nation’s top- The country’s No. 8 The younger brother 
ranked JC defensive JC safety out of East of former Nebraska 


Mississippi Community 
College enrolled early 
and secured a starting 
spot heading into 

the fall. The 6-0, 185- 
pound Cockrell is com- 
fortable in run support 
but is also a playmaker 
in the passing game. 
Had 33 tackles, four 
pass breakups, three 
interceptions and two 
sacks in a national title 
run for EMCC last fall. 


tackle enrolled early 
and will add immedi- 
ate depth for the 
Huskers at the point 

of attack. The 6-3, 
260-pound Keels is: 
quick, uses his hands : 
well and will help an =: 
improving Nebraska 
defense. 


kicker Kris Brown, the 
strong-legged kicker 
out of Southlake 
(Texas) Carroll is on 
track to be a four-year 
starter, shoring up the 
Huskers kicking 
game. He was 9 of 11 
on field goal tries as 
a senior, with a long 
of 51, and also 
banged in 89 of 90 
PATs. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Hometown Schoo! 


Freedom AkinmoladunTE 64 240 OOO Grandview, MO Grandview 
247Sports Composite rated No. 27 tight end nationally and No. 12 player in Missouri... 
All-State... Had 23 receptions for 387 yards and two touchdowns as a senior... Had 26 
tackles, including five tackles for loss. 


Drew Brown PK 511 177 O68 0 Southlake, TX Southlake Carroll 
Ranked No. 18 kicker nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, made 9 of 11 
field goals attempted... Made 89 of 90 points after touchdown attempted... Made 9 of 10 
field goals attempted as a junior... Made 97 of 97 PATs. 


Ad Bush 0 63 210 000 Alpharetta, GA Norcross 
247Sports Composite rated No. 53 dual-threat quarterback nationally... Led team to 
state championship as a senior... Completed 139 of 259 passes for 2,101 yards and 
16 touchdowns... Had 764 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns on 168 carries. 


Byerson Cockrell DB 60 18 OOO Columbus, MS East Mississippi CC 
Enrolled in January... Ranked No. 8 junior college safety nationally by 247Sports 
Composite... Has two years eligibility remaining... Helped team to 12-0 record and 
national NJCAA championship... As a sophomore, had 33 tackles, including three 
tackles for loss, two sacks and three interceptions. 


Zack Darlington 62 25 Oooo Apopka, FL Apopka 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 13 dual-threat quarterback 
nationally and No. 63 player in Florida... Only played one game of senior season due 
to injury... Led team to 2012 state championship. 


Tanner Farmer O 64 315 OOOO Highland, iL 


Highland 
Ranked No. 13 offensive guard nationally and No. 10 player in Illinois by 247Sports 


Composite... Participated in 2014 Under Armour All-American game... All-State. 


D.J. Foster Oo 63 30 OO6 Lincoln Lincoln Southeast 
247Sports Composite rated No. 23 offensive guard nationally... Two-time All-State... 
As a senior, had 53 tackles and three sacks. 


Nick Gates Oh 65 27 @OOC  LasVegas, NV Bishop Gorman 
Ranked No. 23 offensive tackle nationally and No. 1 player in Nevada by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Helped team to two consecutive state championships. 


Luke Gifford DB 6 20 OOo Lincoln Lincoln Southeast 
247Sports Composite rated No. 39 athlete nationally and No. 3 player in Nebraska... 
All-State... As a senior, had 742 yards rushing and eight touchdowns... Had 50 tackles, 
two interceptions and five passes broken up. 


Monte Harrison WR 62 25 OOO Lee's Summit, MO —_Lee’s Summit West 
Ranked No. 5 player in Missouri by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped team 
to state championship as a senior... Had 60 receptions for 1,007 yards and 13 touch- 
downs, averaging 16.8 yards per catch... Averaged 17.1 yards per punt return. 


Glenn Irons WR 59 160 OO New Orleans, LA Edna Karr 
Ranked No. 90 player in Louisiana by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped team 
to three consecutive state championship games, winning one... As a senior, had more 
than 1,000 yards receiving and 12 touchdowns... Scored nine return touchdowns. 


Chris Jones DB 6 15 oOG Jacksonville, FL Sandalwood 
247Sports Composite rated No. 101 athlete nationally... Had 32 tackles, and four 
interceptions, returning one for touchdown, as a senior. 
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Committments 
Average Stars 
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Total Stars 
National Rank: 36 


Big Ten: 6 


2=7sron7= COMPOSITE 
2015 NEEDS: 


Demomay Pierson-El 
When talking about 
exciting playmakers in 
the Big Ten, Nebraska 
has had several guys 
that would be men- 
tioned first — and the 


Alexandria (Va.) West Nebraska will look to take four defensive backs 
Potomac standout will with graduation opening up the depth chart the 
fall in line. The 5-9, 


following the 2014 season. Bo Pelini and his staff 
will target three defensive ends to solidify what 
will be depth issues at that position as well down 
the road. 


175-pound Pierson-El 
played quarterback in 
high school and tore 
up defenses with his 
legs, and he's also a 
guy that will excite the 
fans in Lincoln with his 
ability to score on kick 
and punt returns. 


By Steve Wiltfong 


Pos Ht Wt — Stars Hometown ; School 


Joshua Kalu 1B 6&1 170 Ooo Houston, TX Alief Taylor 
Ranked No. 89 safety nationally and No. 116 player in Texas by 247Sports Composite... 
As a senior, had 51 tackles and four interceptions, returning three for touchdowns. 


Joe Keels DE 63 20 OOo Kenosha, WI Highland CC (KS) 
247Sports Composite rated No. 1 junior college defensive tackle and No. 29 junior 
college player nationally... In 2013, had 20 tackles and 2.5 sacks. 


Sedrick King DE 64 20 O00 Plant City, FL Plant City 
Ranked No. 68 weakside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a 
senior, had 50 tackles, including 11 tackles for loss, six sacks, two interceptions and 
two fumbles recovered. 


RobertLockhat WR 6&1 18 OOO Raymond, MS Hinds CC 
Originally signed with Miami... 247Sports Composite rated No. 10 junior college wide 
receiver and No. 52 junior college player nationally and No. 13 junior college player in 
Mississippi... Had 502 yards receiving and eight touchdowns in 2013. 


Trai Mosley DB 510 17 O66 Pflugerville, TX Hendrickson 
247Sports Composite rated No. 93 cornerback nationally... Had 25 tackles, five passes 
broken up and one interception as a senior... Averaged 24 yards per kickoff return and 
17 yards per punt return. 


Peyton Newell DL 63 25 ooo Hiawatha, KS Hiawatha 
Ranked No. 15 defensive tackle nationally and No. 4 player in Kansas by 247Sports 
Composite... Two-time All-State... Had 257 career tackles, including 105 tackles for 
loss, 33 sacks, 16 fumbles caused, five fumbles recovered and blocked 12 kicks. 


A) Alexandiria, VA West Potomac 


Demomay Pierson-El WR 5-9 
247Sports Composite rated No. 68 athlete nationally... Had 876 yards passing and 
seven touchdowns as a senior... Had 1,007 yards rushing and 20 touchdowns. 


LarenzoStewat ==RB 56 165 OOO Klein, TX Klein Oak 
Ranked No, 22 all-purpose back nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had more than 
3,200 career rushing yards... As a senior, had 922 yards rushing and nine touchdowns. 


Mick Stoltenberg = OL 65 270 OGO Gretna Gretna 
247Sports Composite rated No. 106 defensive end nationally and No. 4 player in 
Nebraska... Suffered a season-ending knee injury early in senior year. 


Jariah Tolbert WR 63 19 OOO New Orleans, LA Edina Karr 
Ranked No. 41 player in Louisiana by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to three 
consecutive state championship games... As a senior, had 56 receptions for 875 yards 
and 12 touchdowns. 


Jaevon Walton BH 25 ooo New Orleans, LA Edna Karr 
247Sports Composite rated No. 46 inside linebacker nationally and No. 39 player in 
Louisiana... All-State... Helped team to three consecutive state championship games... 
Had more than 100 tackles as a senior. 


Mikale Wilbon RB58 19 OOO Chicago, IL De La Salle Institute 
Ranked No. 27 running back nationally and No. 14 player in Illinois by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had more than 1,200 yards rushing in six games before 
suffering a season-ending injury. 


DeAndre Wills DE 63 20 OOO Linville, AL Central of Clay County 
247Sports Composite rated No. 83 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 49 
player in Alabama... Had 37 tackles and nine sacks as a senior. 
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CORNHUSKERS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Ht 
8 Ameer Abdullah ts __ 5-9 195 Sr. 


Wt. Hometown 


80 Jordan Ackerman ma 255 Fr. 
Freedom Akinmoladun 240 Fr. 
ea 200 So. 


18 LeRoy Alexander 


e' 


& 


7 Taariq Allen 200 Jr. 


13 Zaire Anderson 


8 


Weston, MA 
Philadelphia, PA 


6-0 
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Alex Bi 6-2 
3 — Tyson Broskareler 08 — 6-1 —200-— se ror 


8 
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ef 


Drew Brown PK 5-11 170 Fr 


9 Sam Burtch WR 6-3 195 Jr. 


Josh Mitchell 


A 


AJ Bush QB 6-3 210 Fr. 


Ny| 01 


ROSS rere tte 


i eien Cait Te 6-4 240 So. 
son Cockrell . Ha 185 Jr. 
wa Collins 300 


3 


nn 
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Thomas Connely it Ht 190 Fr. 


Cole Conrad OL 6-5 280 Fr. 


Corey Cooper S 6-1 215 Sr. 


5 Jake Cot OL 6-6 305 Sr. 


S/°|B/F|B|a) 


84 Sam Cotton TE 6-4 250 So. 


Rass 


32_ Imani Cross 1B 6-1 230 Jr. 


96 Aaron Curry _ OT 6-1 260 Jr. 
6 ZackDarlington QB 6-2 205 Fr. 


23 Daniel Davie 6-1 185 Jr. 


88 Ross Dzuris DE 6-3 250 So. 


f Plattsmouth 
49 Erik Evans LB 6-3 225 Fr. Waverly 
88 Tyler Evans WR 6-1 195 Sr. Wi 


javerly 
Tanner Farmer OL 6-4 315 Fr. Highland, IL 
63 225 Fr. Arvada, CO 


92_ Josh Faulkenberry LS 


s|zis\zizigle|>|2\> ¢/>1¢2 919219 \¢ o/s ¢le e221 e\s\els\sis\s\3)31> 


31_ Joey Felici CB 5-9 170 Sr. Omaha 


6-7 305 Jr. Crete, IL 
6-1 205 So. Grand Island 


5-11 185 Sr. Eim Creek 
6-3 310 Fr. Uncoln 


Grand Island 


95 Jack Gangwish DE 6-2 260 Jr. Wood River 


Nick Gates 
25 Nathan Gerry 
Luke Gifford 


O65 275 Fr. Las Vegas, NV 
1 Kevin Gladney 


DB 6-2 210 So. Sioux Falls, SD 
3 a 
Nolan Graham : 


44 Randy Gregory OE 
73 Sam Hahn iL 6-6 
72_ Zach Hannon 


Adel, 1A 


ans, LA 
ring, TK 


Cameron Jakub DB 5-11 170 Fr. 


Columbus 
Grenta 


| 
sesecaeratsnasessstensesarsnssassnnsogserss) 


35_ Andy Janovich FB 6-1 230) Jr. 
tt 


DE 6-4 220 Fr. Loup City 


aii tPAVUANT AMMAN 


50 Garret Johns DL 6-0 280 So. Aurora 
79 Dwayne Johnson Jr. OL 6-6 280 Fr. Houston, TX 
Chris Jones 086-0 175 Fr. Jacksonville, FL 
38 Harrison Jordan FB 5-10 200 Fr. Omaha 
12 Boaz Joseph DB 6-1 190 Fr estan 
Joshua Kalu DB 6-1 170 Fr. 
9 _ Joe Keels DE 6-3 = dn = nosha ii 
89 Connor Ketter 6-5 
King DE 6-4 5 Ft Plant City, FL 
GP Effic 
ASSI R. Kellogg Ill 10 127.61 
ee " me T Armstrong Jr 9 124,31 
<< 
GP No. 
ie K. Bell 13 52 
RECEIVING Q.Enunwa 13 ~~ 51 
z A.Abdullah 13 26 
= GP At. 
QoQ A.Abdullah 13 281 
— RUSHING |, Cross 13) 65: 
= T.Newby 13 54 
QO 
= DEF. LEADERS 


DB 
TE 
1B 
OL 
WR 
WR 
OL 
oT 
Jack Van Almen LB ti zi Rochester Hills, MI 
Jaevon Walton B60 jew Orleai 
49 Chris Weber 1B 6-3 
1__ Jordan Westerkamp WR 6-0 
58 Corey Whitaker OL 6-4 
Mikale nm RB O5-8 
24 Austin Williams (1B 6-0 
92 Kevin Williams OT 6-2 
DeAndre Wills DE 6-3 
Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
80 134 3 59.7 919 6 49 919 
68 131 8 51.9 966 9 99 107.3 
Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
677 11.1 4 42 444 
753 148 12 99 657.9 
232 «8.9 2 40 178 
Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
1722 «932 1690 60 9 62 130.0 
458 11 447 53 10 #5t 344 
302 4 298 55 2 23 229 


Tackles: C. Cooper 91, D. Santos 87, R. Gregory 66 
Tackles for loss: R. Gregory 19, C. Evans 11, J. Ankrah 9 
Sacks: R. Gregory 10.5, A. Moss 4.5, J. Ankrah 4 


Interceptions: C. Evans 4, S. Jean-Baptiste 4, six tied with 1 


NOTEBOOK 


ebraska cornerback Josh Mitchell, at 5-11, 160, 
can easily get overlooked on a football field. 

Until the ball is snapped. 

“He’s not the biggest guy in the world, but Josh is 
a very good player,” Nebraska coach Bo Pelini said. 
“He's very instinctive and plays the ball very well. And 
| love the way he competes. 

“He brings great enthusiasm to the field; really 
adds a lot to our defense.” 

Mitchell has started 14 games in the past two 
seasons and brings experience to a secondary that 
must replace three key performers — Stanley 
Jean-Baptiste, Ciante Evans and Andrew Green. 

Pelini is counting on Mitchell, who enters his 
senior season with 65 tackles and two interceptions, 
and safety Corey Cooper to emerge as key figures in 
the Huskers’ plans, 

“Josh is a leader, not just in the secondary but on 
our team,” Pelini said. “He does things the right way 
and he’s come a long ways since he’s been here. He’s 
really grown up and matured.” 

* Imani Cross’ performance in Nebraska's spring 
game showed he might be more than just a guy the 
Huskers call on in short-yardage situation. 

With Ameer Abdullah taking the day off, Cross 
ran for 100 yards on six carries and score twice, 
including a dazzling 39-yard burst that showcased 
his explosiveness. 

“I've just been trying to get more explosive in the 
weight room,” Cross said. “I'm working hard and I'm 
really pushing hard so that when | get into the open 
field, it’s not as long of a transition to get to full speed. 

“l'yve been working on my cuts and making my 
feet faster.” 

¢ Quarterback Tommy Armstrong Jr. has become 
a fan of sophomore walk-on receiver Brandon Reilly. 

Reilly caught four passes for 92 yards in the spring 
game. One was a 51-yard catch-and-run in which he 
snagged an Armstrong pass with his fingertips, spun 
twice and kept running. 

“At the end of the spring, I'd say he was one of the 
guys who was most improved,” Armstrong said. “He 
came up with a bunch of catches. He's a big, physical 
guy.” 

Reilly caught three passes for 44 yards and 
a touchdown last season. 


“Nebraska has to build its offense around what 
Tommy Armstrong can do at quarterback. | think 
we're going to see a cutback version of their 
offense schematically. | don't think Armstrong can 
beat you with his arm; | think he can beat you with 
his legs. He has to be part of the run game. 

“Defensively, they were young and they strug- 
gled last year. In the spring they looked much more 
comfortable, much more efficient. 

“Bo seems very much at home. He’s been there 
a while and he seems very comfortable. This 
seems to be the best any of Bo’s teams have been 
chemistry-wise. You get the feeling this is Bo’s best 
team. It was the best Nebraska team I've seen in 
the spring since they've been in the conference.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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during the spring, and could find him- 
self getting some action there if younger 
players don’t develop quickly. 

When he lines up inside, Collins will 
team with Vincent Valentine to give the 
Huskers plenty of push in the middle. 
Aaron Curry, who started eight games, 
and oft-injured Kevin Williams are 
capable backups. 

Nebraska returns plenty of experience 
at linebacker. Michael Rose, who won 
the job in the middle late last year, and 
Zaire Anderson, have impact potential. 
Josh Banderas and David Santos, who 
finished second on the team with 87 
tackles last season, are capable. 

The Huskers will rely heavily on cor- 
nerback Josh Mitchell and safety Corey 
Cooper in the secondary. Cooper led 
the team in tackles in 2013, but missed 
spring practice with turf toe. Mitchell 
plays much bigger than his size (5-11, 
160) and owns the most starting experi- 
ence on the defense. 

LeRoy Alexander and Gerry figure 
to battle to start opposite of Cooper, 
while Byerson Cockrell and Jonathan 
Rose are the leading candidates to team 
with Mitchell. Charles Jackson gives the 
Huskers experience at nickel back. 

Pelini came away from spring practice 
generally encouraged with the defense. 

“Our top line guys are pretty good,” 
Pelini said. 

“We need a couple of guys that need 
to separate themselves from the compe- 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


IB Ameer Abdullah 

Rushed for Big Ten-best 
1,690 yards as a junior. ... His 
production in 2013 ranked as 
the fourth-best rushing sea- 
son by a Husker, ... Tied 
school record with 11 100- 
yard rushing games last sea- 
son. ... Could become first 
Nebraska player to record 
three 1,000-yard rushing seasons. ... Enters senior year 
needing 1,804 yards to break Heisman Trophy winner 
Mike Rozier's Nebraska rushing record of 4,780 yards. 
.. Needs fewer than 700 yards to break Johnny Rodgers’ 
mark for all-purpose yardage. 
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EMERGING STAR 


DT Maliek Collins 

One of seven true freshmen to 
see action for Huskers last sea- 
son. ... Started Nebraska's 
Gator Bow! victory over 
Georgia. ... Finished season 
with 12 tackles, including two 
for loss. ... Showed great ability, 
quickness and power in backup 
role last season. ... Made 
strides during winter conditioning, dropping 15 pounds 
and reducing body fat to less than 20 percent. ... His 
upside had coach Bo Pelini comparing him to former LSU 
DT Glenn Dorsey, whom Pelini coached with the Tigers. 


2 


enny Bell 
Photo by Joe Robbins 


TOP NEWCOMER 


potential team leaders in the secondary. = ; K Drew Brown 
All-Big-Ten defensive end Randy Greg- tition and poo nnur to work. I really feel Younger brother of former 
ory is one of the best around, coming up good about our inside guys. I also think Nebraska kicking star Kris 
with 19 tackles for loss, including 10.5 our secondary has come a long way. th valle 
sacks, in his first season out of junior They're spoattogtls aa tolearn and PA spearhead Pela all- 
college. Greg McMullen is the leading grow, so defensively, we have a chance. state honorable mention as 
candidate to start opposite Gregory, but a senior at Southlake Carroll 
things are so unsettled behind those SPECIAL TEAMS High School in the Dallas area. 
... Converted 35 of 42 field 


two that defensive tackle Maliek Collins 


Expect a fall camp battle between 
Mauro Bondi and incoming freshman 
Drew Brown for the kicking job. Bondi 


goal attempts in his three seasons as a starter, and 
made a 51-yard kick as a senior. ... Three-year starter in 
baseball also intends to give baseball a try in college. 


could figure into the picture. 
Collins moved out to end frequently 


ORR ee eee eee meee e eee eee eee eee eee EEE EE EEE EE TEESE SEES ESSE ESSE EEE SEEE SESE EEE SESE EE EEEEE SESE ESSE ESSE EE EEESEEEEE HEHE EE eeeeeeee 


RESULTS 
9-4, 5-3 
WYOMING 37-34 
vs. Southern Miss 56-13 
UCLA 21-41 
SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 59-20 
ILLINOIS 39-19 
at Purdue 44-7 
at Minnesota 23-34 
NORTHWESTERN 27-24 
at Michigan 17-13 
MICHIGAN STATE 28-41 
at Penn State (OT) 23-20 
|OWA 17-38 
Gator Bowl 
vs. Georgia 24-19 


2011 RANKINGS 2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 29.2 50 Scoring 34.8 Scoring 31.9 
Rushing 217.2 15 Rushing 253.4 Rushing 215.7 
Passing 162.7 104 Passing 207.4 Passing 196.7 
Total 379.9 66 Total 460.8 Total 412.4 


2013 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PER GAME DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 23.4 42 Scoring 27.6 Scoring 24.8 50 
Rushing 158.5 64 Rushing 192.5 Rushing 156.2 53 
Pass 192.2 18 Passing 168.1 Passing 214.6 33 
Total 350.7 37 Total 360.6 Total 370.8 40 
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Abdullah Developing 
Into Complete Back 


-back Ameer Abdullah has set a simple goal for 

himself heading into his final season at Nebraska. 

It has nothing to do with rushing yards, 
records, or other kinds of individual rewards. 

Instead, Abdullah wants to be able to look in 
the mirror and know he’s as complete a football 
player as he can possibly be when his Husker 
career is finished. 

“| want to be a complete back,” he said. 
“| want to break that long run when we need it 
or stick my nose in the hole when we need that 
yard on fourth down. | don't want to have any 
flaws in my game. 

“| don’t want anyone to say, ‘He doesn’t do 
this well.’ | want people to say I’m pretty good at 
every aspect of the game.” 

Abdullah is coming off a junior season that 
saw him rush for 1,690 yards, the fourth-highest 
total in school history. He earned first-team All- 
Big Ten honors in 2013 and was a semifinalist 
for the Doak Walker Award. 

This season, he'll likely break the record of 
one Heisman Trophy winner (Johnny Rodgers’ 
school record for all-purpose yards) and have 
an outside shot at another (Mike Rozier’s school 
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: had an inconstant spring, capped by 

: a spring-game performance that saw 

? him miss an extra point and an 18-yard 
? field goal try. 


we 
Ameer Abdullah / : 
Photo by Joe Robbins : 
7 : 


Brown, whose brother, Kris, is a NU 


i kicking legend, will get a long look once 
? he gets on campus. Bondi is a capable 

? kickoff man, and the Huskers have 

: a dependable punter in Sam Foltz, who 
: finished fifth in the league as a fresh- 

; man in 2013. 


Nebraska can trot out a bevy of ex- 


: perienced return men, but the Huskers 
: need more out of both units. They fin- 

: ished 40th nationally in kickoff returns 
? and an embarrassing 121st (out of 123 

? teams) in punt returns. 


Huskers fans are getting little bang 


: for their buck when it comes to a home 
: schedule that includes Florida Atlantic, 
: McNeese State, Illinois, Rutgers, Purdue 
: and Minnesota. 


Yes, Miami does visit Lincoln, but this 
isn’t the 1990s. 

Then again, the Huskers’ champion- 
ship hopes aren’t going to be made 


: or broken at home. Instead, it’s how 


rushing record of 4,780 yards). Abdullah is 1,804 : 
yards away from breaking that mark. 

Yet, he spent spring practice trying to work : 
on the little things that the casual fan might 
not notice, such as pass protection. Keeping : 
pass-rushing demons like defensive end Randy ; 
Gregory and linebacker Zaire Anderson away : 
from his quarterback was one of Abdullah's : 
spring priorities, : 

“Its tough going against Randy and Zaire 4 
Anderson, but they’re making me much better,” : 
Abdullah said, “I ask them to give me their best ev- : 
ery day, and don’t hold back, don’t brother-in-law : 
me. | want them to try to beat me, to try to bull rush : 
me and put me in the worst situations possible. : 

“If |. can block those guys, | feel like I’m going : 
to be pretty good during the season.” : 

Like Abdullah, Gregory earned first-team : 
all-conference honors last fall and led the Big : 
Ten with 10.5 sacks. Abdullah welcomes the : 
opportunity to butt heads with Gregory on the : 
practice field. : 

“He makes it tough on all of us,” said Abdullah, : 
who needs just 23 yards to become the eighth : 
player in school history to rush for 3,000 yards. : 
“We know he’s the best we're going to see in the : 
conference, and luckily he’s on our team. : 

“If we can be successful from time to time : 
against Randy, we feel like we can be successful ; 
in the season.” : 


: Nebraska fares in its four Big Ten road 
> games — Oct. 4 at defending champion 


Michigan State, Oct. 18 at Northwest- 


; ern, Nov. 15 at Wisconsin and Nov. 28 


at lowa — that probably will determine 
whether the Huskers are playing for 
a championship in early December or 
watching the game on television. 

— Steve Pivovar 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 FAU 6-6 
Sept. 6 McNEESE STATE 10-3 
Sept.13 at Fresno State 11-2 
Sept. 20 MIAMI 9-4 
Sept. 27 ILLINOIS 4-8 
Oct. 4 at Michigan State 13-1 
Oct. 18 at Northwestern 5-7 
Oct. 25 RUTGERS 6-7 
Nov. 1 PURDUE 1-11 
Nov. 15 at Wisconsin 9-4 
Nov. 22 MINNESOTA 8-5 
Nov. 28 at lowa 8-5 
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TEAM Saal 
COLLEGE COLORS! 
PARTY COLORS! 
Waar Cenons 


2 avaiable n Batlory ahd AC Plug Powered 
64 Large Globe Shaped LED Bulbs 
23 Feet Long * 150,000 Plus Lifetime Hours 


“2013 Kingsford Charcoal Tailgater Ss Bulbs Always Stay Cool * Unbreakable Bulb Covers 
of the Year Award Winner” Alternating Team Colored Bulbs * Waterproof 


Visit our website to find retailers in your area 
and to view our online store. 


Sn DRE if ia = 


Orange/White Orange/Medium Blue —Orange/Dark Blue Orange/Green Green/White Green /Yellow Green/Gold Green/Medium Blue Red/White 
Red/Yellow Red/Gold Red/Silver Light Blue/White Light Blue/Yellow Medium Blue/White Medium Blue/Gold Purple/White Purple/Yellow 


it i] i. y Le . 1 “7 
| | i} | | | Ay ms ij * Please contact us to discuss any additional 
= +} as { i etl ee | color combinations. 


Purple/Gold Purple/Orange Dark Blue/White Dark Blue/Yellow Dark Blue/Gold Dark Blue/Red Dark Blue/Silver 


GREAT FOR: TAILGATING/SPORTS TEAM FANATICS, INDOOR/OUTDOOR DECORATING, 
PARTIES, HOLIDAYS, CAMPING, FRATERNITIES & SORORITIES, COLLEGE DORM ROOMS, COMPANY EVENTS, 
MAN CAVES, WEDDINGS, RV DECORATING AND MORE! 


813.601.4213 www.F aNATICLIGHTS.COM 


NORTHWESTERN 


WIERD CATS 


For more coverage of the Wildcats, visit northwestern.247Sports,com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mick McCall 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Evanston, Ill. 


2013: 
5-7, 1-7 Big Ten (6th, Legends) 


COACH: 
Pat Fitzgerald — At Northwestern and overall: 
55-46, 8 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
17; 9 offense, 8 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Trevor Siemian, RB/KR Venric Mark, 

WR Tony Jones, WR Christian Jones, DE Dean 
Lowry, OLB Chi Chi Ariguzo, MLB Collin Ellis, 
S Ibraheim Campbell 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The Wildcats have plenty of guys back who 
were key to the 10-win team in 2012. Venric 
Mark can be one of the nation’s leading big- 
play threats. Trevor Siemian retains the team’s 
top three targets as well as all five starting 


linemen, although RT Paul Jorgensen has 
flipped to the left side in a shuffled look. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Four defensive linemen missed spring ball, 
and the coaches need to identify the right 
roles for everyone. The Wildcats must replace 
Jeff Budzien, who was the Big Ten’s finest 
kicker the last two years. Will there be any 
problem sticking together after the union issue 
dominated the offseason narrative? 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB/WR Kain Colter, WR Rashad Lawrence, 
DE Tyler Scott, MLB Damien Proby, 

K Jeff Budzien 


OVERVIEW: 

The Wildcats enjoyed a remarkable 2012 by 
winning most of their close games, then suf- 
fered through a miserable 2013 because most 
of the tight games didn’t go their way. Injuries 
to several key players also skewed NU’s 
results, so it would be unwise to assume the 
Wildcats aren't capable of being a contender 
in the inaugural West Division race. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Hankwitz 


STADIUM: Ryan Field; 47,130 


Wildcats Looking To Regain Momentum of 2012 


n Oct. 5, 2013, Northwestern 
() about as close to college 

football’s mountaintop as it 
had been since the 1996 Rose Bowl. 

The Wildcats, who had been riding 
months of momentum spawned by 
their first bowl victory in 60-plus years, 
owned a 4-0 record as that autumn 
Saturday unfolded. 

They were ranked No. 16 in the 
Associated Press poll. They had ESPN’s 
GameDay crew on the lakefront campus 
thanks to the huge Big Ten opener 
with No. 4 Ohio State. They combined 
ESPN’s priceless exposure with several 
public-relations coups to amplify their 
nationwide buzz. 

And, as if all of the preamble wasn’t 
enough, Northwestern built a 23-13 
lead midway through the third quarter 
against the Buckeyes — a program it 
had beaten just once in the last four 
decades. 

Then Ohio State discovered the 
Wildcats couldn’t stop bruising running 
back Carlos Hyde. He rushed for three 
touchdowns in a 14-minute span, the 
Buckeyes tacked on a defensive touch- 
down on the game’s final play and the 
Wildcats fell 40-30. 

From there, Northwestern tumbled 
down the mountaintop as fast as grav- 
ity allowed. 

The Wildcats kept losing games and 
losing players to injury. They lost by 
painful margins (35-6 at Wisconsin) and 
by painful means (a 49-yard Hail Mary 
on the final play at Nebraska). 

They lost skill players (running back 
Venric Mark appeared in just three 
games, and quarterback Kain Colter was 
in and out all year with various injuries) 
and they lost starting defenders (corner 
Daniel Jones in the opener, defensive 
tackle Sean McEvilly not long after). 

NU lost every game after the Ohio 


State heartbreak until the season finale, 
when the Wildcats edged Illinois 37- 
34 to avoid their first winless Big Ten 
record since 1998. 

After leading NU to bowls in the 
previous five years, Pat Fitzgerald knew 
he’d have work to do in the offseason 
to get the Wildcats back to their now- 
traditional level. 

His job became tougher when many 
NU players signed union cards in Febru- 
ary and triggered a fierce debate over 
whether college athletes are employees 
or student-athletes. The Wildcats even 
voted whether to unionize on April 25. 

“There are things that are out of your 
control,” Fitzgerald said. 

“How you respond to it determines 
who you are as an individual and who 
you are as a team. Last year, we didn’t 
respond to it well. We take the respon- 
sibility first as coaches. We probably 
didn’t have enough guys prepared to 
execute consistently enough. 

“Then the guys have to take it on their 
shoulders to improve and I believe that 
they've done that. We feel like we’re in 
a better position today than we were 
through most of October and November.” 


OFFENSE 


Everyone expected Northwestern to 
boast one of the Big Ten’s most dynam- 
ic offenses in 2013 because it retained 
breakaway runner Venric Mark, the 
quarterback tandem of Kain Colter and 
Trevor Siemian and all of its receivers. 

But the Wildcats had all of their weap- 
ons healthy together for about six quarters 
all season: the first half of the season 
opener against California and the bally- 
hooed Big Ten opener against Ohio State. 

“There were a lot of things that hap- 
pened out of our control last year offen- 
sively,” Fitzgerald said, “that I think were 
really good lessons for our young men.” 
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Ibraheim Campbell 


Photo by Chuck Rydlewski/IconSMI 


Mark, who entered the year as the 
Big Ten’s leading returning rusher, went 
from 1,366 rushing yards and 12 touch- 
downs in 2012 to 97 yards and no TDs 
in 2013 as injuries limited him to parts 
of three games and a total of 35 touches. 

He fractured his ankle in Week 6 
against Wisconsin and eventually 
underwent surgery that knocked him 
out of spring ball as well. The 5-8, 
175-pound speedster received a redshirt 
and gets the chance to have a proper 
senior year. 

“You never want to gain experience 
from being injured and being out,” 
Fitzgerald said. “But I think he really 
saw some things last year that will help. 
He'll be a huge difference-maker this 
year for us.” 

Senior Treyvon Green (736 yards, 
eight touchdowns) and sophomore Ste- 
phen Buckley (265 yards, 5.3 average) 
proved they can run the ball if Mark is 
slowed by injuries again. 


Colter started 10 games last year, but 
missed chunks of several with various 
issues while Siemian struggled with 
a heel injury that limited him for most 
of the Big Ten slate. 

Siemian healed in time for the finale 
against Illinois and unleashed a career- 
high 414-yard, four-touchdown assault 
that allowed the Wildcats to finish 11th in 
scoring and 10th in total yardage in con- 
ference games — and provide a preview 
of things to come. With Colter graduated, 
Siemian gets every snap this year. 

“He’s the leader of our football team,” 
Fitzgerald said. 

“He's been a part of the highest highs 
and battled through some injuries and 
had some tough games. He’s battle-tested 
and won a lot of football games here.” 

Seniors Tony Jones and Christian 
Jones highlight a deep and experienced 
receiving corps that gets a jolt from 
Rutgers transfer Miles Shuler, who'll 
stretch the field like Tony Jones does. 


Superback Dan Vitale returns for his 
third year as a starter. 

The entire offensive line returns, 
although senior right tackle Paul 
Jorgensen has flipped to the left side 
to protect Siemian’s back. Senior Jack 
Konopka, last year’s starting left tackle, 
is in an uphill battle to beat sophomore 
Eric Olson for the right tackle job. 


DEFENSE 


Northwestern’s defense was ridicu- 
lously productive during the opening 
third of the 2013 season. The Wildcats’ 
traditional 4-3 forged a reputation as a 
big-play unit, returning four intercep- 
tions for touchdowns to trigger the 
team’s 4-0 start. 

Then, the defense wilted against Ohio 
State bruiser Carlos Hyde, which led to 
a hangover the following week at Wis- 
consin as the Badgers hung 527 yards 
and 35 points on the Wildcats. 

A few weeks after that, Nebraska 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


G 


Venric Mark \e="** 
. Photo by Dan Sanger/[con SMI 
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POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Trevor Siemian Sr. Job's all his after two years of time share with Kain Colter. Zack Oliver, Jr. 

RB Venric Mark Sr. Went from 14 TDs in 2012 to zero due to injuries. Treyvon Green, Sr.* 
$B Dan Vitale* Jr. Produced 62 catches and 5 TDs in first two seasons. Jayme Taylor, Fr. 

WR Kyle Prater Sr. Ballyhooed USC transfer showed well in spring. Cameron Dickerson, Jr. 
WR Christian Jones* Sr. Big target has 89 catches for 1,080 yards in past two years. Miles Shuler, Jr. 

WR Tony Jones* Sr. Elite speedster had just one TD in Big Ten action. Mike McHugh, So. 
LT Paul Jorgensen* Sr. Mobile blocker started every game at RT last season. Jack Konopka, Sr.* 
LG Geoff Mogus* Jf. Started 11 games last year. Adam DePietro, So, 
C Brandon Vitabile* Sr. Two-time co-captain has started NU's last 38 games. Hayden Baker, Sr. 

RG Matt Frazier Jr. Surged to earn job for final four games: lan Park, So.* 

RT Eric Olson So. Battling former starting LT Jack Konopka for this job. Jack Konopka, Sr.* 

K Arthur Omilian Jr. It's a duel to replace two-time All-B1G performer Budzien. _ Hunter Niswander, Fr, 
*Returning Starter 


POS STARTER YR, 
DE —_Deonte Gibson Jr. 
DT —_ Chance Carter* Sr. 


COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


Seven of his 22 tackles went for losses last season. 
Former DE started every game in 2003. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
lfeadi Odenigho, So. 
C.J. Robbins, Jr. 


DT Sean McEvilly Sr. Foot injury forced him out for all but two B1G games. Greg Kuhar, So. 
DE Dean Lowry* Jr. Intercepted two passes, forced fumble in non-conference play. Max Chapman, Jr. 
LB Drew Smith Jr. Competition with converted safety Jimmy Hall here. Jimmy Hall, Sr. 
LB Collin Ellis* Sr. After two pick-sixes last year, moves from SAM to MIKE. Jaylen Prater, So. 


LB Chi Chi Ariguzo” Sr. 


A Has 6 INTs, 5 fumble recoveries, 197 tackles in last two years. 


CB Nick VanHoose* Jr. 
CB Matthew Harris So. 
§ \braheim Campbell* Sr. 


Third-year starter boasts 15 pass breakups and 3 INTs. 
Started last five games and helped as kick returner as well. 


Joseph Jones, So. 
Dwight White, So.* 
Daniel Jones, Jr. 


Fourth-year starter has 8 INTs and 262 tackles on resume. 


§ _ Traveon Henry* Jr. 
P Chris Gradone Jr 


Big hitter knows how to fill against the run. 


Kyle Queiro, Fr. 
Godwin Igwebuike, Fr. 
Hunter Niswander, Fr. 


; Handled duties final 3 games last year; in fight to keep job. 


*Returning Starter 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Garrett Dickerson 
This tight end/ 
defensive end could 
find the field in his 
first season at 
Northwestern's 
Superback position. 
A versatile player 
that played in three 
state title games at 
Oradell (N.J.) Bergen 
Catholic, the 6-4, 


240-pound Dickerson : 


R 


Solomon Vault 

A dynamic athlete out 
of Gaithersburg (Md.) 
High, the 5-10, 190- 
pound Vault could be 
a game-breaker at the 
slot receiver position 
as a true freshman. 
He'll add another 
home run threat to 
the Wildcats offense. 


Fred Wyatt 


: The son of Kansas 


defensive line coach 
Buddy Wyatt, the 
Lawrence (Kan.) Free 
State defensive tackle 
will have a chance to 
compete at one of the 
few thin positions on 
Northwestern's roster 
heading into the sea- 
son. Wyatt brings 
good size at 6-4, 
250-pounds, knows 
how to play the game, 


caught 52 passes in 
his prep career for 
776 yards and 10 
touchdowns. 


and when healthy, 
spent most of his 
time in the offense’s 
backfield during his 
high school career. 


Pos Ht Wt — Stars Hometown 


Auston Anderson =RB 59 18 O00 Plano, TX 

247Sports Composite rated No. 39 running back nationally and No. 61 player in 
Texas... Had 2,968 career rushing yards and 30 touchdowns... Two-time All-District... 
As a senior, had 1,342 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns... Member of track team. 


Garrett Dickerson SB 64 240 GOGO _— Englewood, NJ Bergen Catholic 
Ranked No. 11 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 7 player in New Jersey by 
247Sports Composite... Had 52 career receptions for 776 yards and 10 touchdowns... 
Helped team to three consecutive state championship games... Member of basketball 
team, 


Tommy Doles Oo. 66 20 oOo Grand Rapids, Ml Grand Rapids Christian 
247Sports Composite rated No. 65 offensive tackle nationally and No. 12 player in 
Michigan... All-State... Three-time All-Conference... Helped team to state champion- 
ship in 2012. 


Nathan Hall 1B 62 20 O00 Toledo, OH Southview 
Ranked No. 86 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... All-State... District Defensive 
Player of the Year... Had 111 career tackles and three interceptions... Had 16 career 
receptions for 408 yards.,. Member of basketball and track teams. 


Blake Hance Tr 65 25 OOO Jacksonville Jacksonville 
247Sports Composite rated No. 33 tight end nationally and No. 24 player in Illinois... 
All-State... Two-time All-Conference... Had 113 career receptions for 1,459 yards and 
seven touchdowns... Had 104 career tackles and nine sacks... Member of basketball 
and baseball teams. 


dustin Jackson RB 60 618 GOGO Carol Steam Glenbard North 
Ranked No. 3 all-purpose running back nationally and No. 6 player in Illinois by 
247Sports Composite... Two-time Gatorade Illinois Player of the Year... Two-time All- 
State... Had 6,531 career rushing yards and 85 touchdowns... Had 405 yards rushing 
and five touchdowns in one game as a senior... Member of track and basketball teams. 


Jared McGee S$ & 15 OO Mansfield, TX Mansfield Legacy 
All-District... Had seven career interceptions... As a senior, had 64 tackles... Had 61 
tackles and five interceptions, returning one for touchdown, as a junior. 


Ben Oxley D 66 20 GOO Avon Lake, OH Avon Lake 


247Sports Composite rated No. 66 offensive tackle nationally and No. 43 player in 
Ohio... Second-team All-State... Member of basketball and track teams. 
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Tommy Doles 
Doles was very under 
recruited out of Grand 
Rapids (Mich.) 
Christian, although 
he did choose the 
Wildcats over 
Michigan. At 6-6, 
270-pounds, Doles 

is a late bloomer 
physically, and has 
the flexibility, athletic 
ability and upside to 
be an all-league play- 
er in the Big Ten. 


2azsronr= COMPOSITE 
2015 NEEDS: 


The receiver position will be real important for 
Northwestern in the class of 2015 as they lose a lot of 
contributors following the season. Linebacker is also 
an area of need, and even though the Wildcats have 
recruited the quarterback position well in 2013 and 
2014, they'll want to add another talented signal-caller 
in 2015. 

By Steve Wiltfong 


Pos Hi Wi Stars Hometown 


James Prather 64 ooo Memphis, 1N Memphis University School 
Ranked No. 33 player in Tennessee by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped 
team to two consecutive state championship games... Had 205 career tackles, includ- 
ing 58 tackles for loss, 20 sacks and eight fumbles caused... Had 92 tackles, including 
17 tackles for loss, nine sacks and two interceptions as a senior... Member of basket- 
ball team. 


Cameron Queiro 1B 6&1 20 ooo Verona, NJ Bergen Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 85 outside linebacker nationally and No. 31 player in 
New Jersey... Helped team to three consecutive championship games... Member of 
track team. 


Clayton Thorson §=6ssQB_—s«s-4: 205 «= OOO Wheaton Wheaton North 
Ranked No. 9 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 7 player in Illinois by 247Sports 
Composite... Participated in Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl... All-State... As a 
senior, had 2,809 yards passing and 29 touchdowns... Had 630 yards rushing and 
12 touchdowns. 


Solomon Vault WR 510 19 OOO Gaithersburg, MD Gaithersburg 
247Sports Composite rated No. 17 all-purpose player nationally... Had 1,251 yards 


rushing and 21 touchdowns on 188 carries as a junior... Had 22 receptions for 302 
yards and one touchdown... Member of track team. 


Xavier Washington DL 61 235 OOO Cedar Hill, TX Cedar Hill 
Ranked No. 72 strongside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite... 
Selected for Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl... Helped team to state championship 
in 2013... As a senior, had 105 tackles, including 46 tackles for loss, 24 sacks and six 
fumbles caused. 


Parker Westphal CB 61 199 GOGO Bolingbrook Bolingbrook 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 12 cornerback nationally and 
No. 5 player in Illinois... All-State... Had 47 tackles, eight passes broken up and three 
interceptions as a senior... Averaged 11.6 yards per punt return... Averaged 33.9 yards 
per kick as rugby-style punter... As a junior, had 51 tackles, four fumbles caused and 
three interceptions. 


Fred Wyatt DL bh & ooo Lawrence, KS Free State 
Ranked No. 56 defensive tackle nationally and No. 7 player in Kansas by 247Sports 
Composite... All-League on offense... Had 53 career solo tackles, 21 tackles for loss 
and six sacks. 
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WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


Corey Acker 


Hometown 


Ballston Lake, NY 


Matt Alviti 


Park Ridge 


Chi Chi Ariguzo 


Gahanna, OH 


Hayden Baker 


Trout Valley 


No. Name 5 ; 4 Hometown 


68 Connor Mahoney Malvern, PA 
5 Venric Mark Tomball, TX 
91 Sean McEvilly Yorba Linda, CA 
83 Mike McHugh Kirkwood, MO 


Quinn Baker 


Trout Valley 


Cermak Bland 


West Linn, OR 


Terrance Brown 


Los Alamitos, CA 


Stephen Buckley 


Forney, TX 


Graham Bullmore OL 


Kenosha, WI 


lbraheim Campbell rs 


Philadelphia, PA 


Joe Cannon 


Oconomowoc, WI 


Austin Carr 


Chance Carter 


Benicia, CA 
Evanston 


Max Chapman 


Ponte Vedra, FL 


Sam Coverdale 


Chagrin Falls, OH 


|3\3\8\8)/8\s 


Adam DePietro 


Lancaster, PA 


Cameron Dickerson 


Englewood, NJ 


Doug Diedrick 


Woodridge 


Collin Ellis 


St. Gabriel, LA 


Chris Fitzpatrick 


Lawrenceburg, KY 


Matt Frazier 


Bourbonnais 


81 Tom Fuessel 


Mokena 


Deonte Gibson 


Lakewood, OH 


Mark Gorogianis 


Lombard 


Chris Gradone 


Cincinnati, OH 


Treyvon Green 


Mesquite, TX 


Zack Guritz 


Darien 


Jimmy Hall 


Toledo, OH 


Tim Hanrahan 


“Frankfort 


Matthew Harris 


. LaGrange Highlands 


Eric Hauser 


Lake Barrington 


Traveon Henry 


. Lauderdale Lakes, FL 


35 Tom Hruby 
Godwin Igwebuike 


Crown Point, IN 
Pickerington, OH 


Cole Johnson 


Avon, IN 


Christian Jones 


Houston, TX 


Daniel Jones 


Monticello, FL 


Joseph Jones 


Plano 


Malin Jones 


Naperville 


Tony Jones 


Flint, MI 


Eric Joraskie 


Mount Carmel, PA 


Paul Jorgensen 


DeWitt, MI 


Blake King 


Shorewood 


Jack Konopka 


Invemess 


Greg Kuhar 


). Concord Township, OH 


Tyler Lancaster 


Romeoville 


17 Marcus McShepard Fr. University Heights, OH 
29 Xavier Menifield Fr. Valencia, CA 
70 Shane Mertz Hazlet, NJ 
33 Matt Micucci Lake Zurich 
8 Jack Mitchell San Diego, CA 
53 Geoff Mogus Lorain, OH 
32 Hunter Niswander Peninsula, OH 
69 Brad North Allen, TX 
48 Tommy Odell River Forest 
7 Headi Odenigbo Centerville, OH 
34 Michael Odom Naperville 
10 Zack Oliver Baton Rouge, LA 
76 Eric Olson Sudbury, MA 
38 Arthur Omilian Atlanta, GA 
27 Mike Panico Libertyville 
63 lan Park Pittsburgh, PA 
25 Jordan Perkins Lodi, CA 
77 Kenton Playko Lewis Center, OH 


2/8) 


s 


51 Jaylen Prater Hamden, OH 
21 Kyle Prater Maywood 
21° Kyle Queiro Verona, NJ 
90 C.J. Robbins Peru 
49 Josh Roberts Wamego, KS 
18 Christian Salem Santa Monica, CA 
82 Andrew Scanlan Royersford, PA 
86 Jack Schwaba Upper St. Clair, PA 
47 Troy Sheppard Joliet 
89 Miles Shuler Long Branch, NJ 
13 Trevor Siemian Windermere, FL 
55 Drew Smith Cincinnati, OH 
85 Mark Szott Naperville 
88 Jayme Taylor The Woodlands, TX 
23 Nick VanHoose Urbana, OH 
66 Brandon Vitabile Edison, NJ 
40 Dan Vitale Wheaton 
18 Anthony Walker Miami, FL 
56 Brett Walsh Monrovia, CA 
3 Keith Watkins Il Cincinnati, OH 
22 Parrker Westphal Bolingbrook 
2 Dwight White 
4 Jarrell Williams 
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Warren Long 


Union City, CA 


84 Macan Wilson 


Dean Lowry 


5/5|/8| 8/8) 8/5)5)8 


11 Pierre Youngblood-Ary 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 
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DEF. LEADERS 


Tackles: D. Proby 112, C. Ariguzo 106, C. Ellis 78 
Tackles for loss; T. Scott 10, D. Lowry 7, D. Gibson 7 
Sacks: T. Scott 6, I. Odenigbo 5.5, D. Lowry 4.5 
Interceptions: C. Ariguzo 4, I. Campbell 4, C. Ellis 3 


NOTEBOOK 


| bebtsgah intended to spend its offseason fig- 
uring out why it didn’t go to a bow! game for the 
first time in six years. Then two-year starting quarter- 
back Kain Colter, shortly after wrapping up his college 
career, convened a meeting with NU players where 
many of them signed union cards. 

That led to the College Athletes Players Association 
filing a legal petition with the National Labor Relations 
Board, which led to testimony and an official NLRB 
opinion that Northwestern’s football players should be 
regarded as employees instead of student-athletes. 

As Northwestern University filed an official appeal 
and people across the country debated the notion of 
college athletes being classified as employees 
instead of students, NU’s football players voted on 
April 25 whether to unionize. The ballots were 
claimed without being opened due to the school’s 
appeal, which only prolonged the suspense. 

As with any significant situation that carries lasting 
ramifications, opinions have run hot on both sides of 
the union issue, Pat Fitzgerald, while publicly 
encouraging his players to vote “no,” knows it’s criti- 
cal to keep the sides together for the Wildcats’ com- 
mon goal regardless of the final legal result. 

“We have to use the final phases of the offseason 
to really come together from a chemistry stand- 
point,” Fitzgerald said. 

“They had a lot on their plate here since January. 
We'll move on from that — and a lot of that is on the 
players. They recognize that and | know they're going to 
work hard to bring the team together. Walking out of 
spring, | felt like we were one of the tightest teams I've 
ever coached here. So that’s encouraging and exciting.” 

* Due to injuries, four important Northwestern 
defensive linemen sat out spring ball: Senior DT Sean 
McEvilly, junior DE Deonte Gibson, sophomore 
DE Ifeadi Odenighbo and junior DE Max Chapman. 

With just six healthy linemen, the Wildcats couldn't 
conduct spring practices in their accustomed fashion. 
“We really had to change our practice routine,” 
Fitzgerald said. 

Fitzgerald expects all of the injured players to be 
ready for fall camp, but they need to assimilate as 
quickly as possible to sort out the rotations. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“Northwestem is going through a transition offen- 
sively, unless it plays Matt Alviti, a redshirt freshman 
quarterback. They're still a spread formation team, 
without a running quarterback, in Trevor Siemian. That 
puts tremendous pressure on their offensive line to be 
good run blockers. 

“Rarely does Pat Fitzgerald let a guy beat out an 
older player in that program. So Siemian probably will 
be their starter. Alviti is the dual-threat quarterback. If 
they stay in the spread with Siemian, they'll have to be 
a tailback team, not an option team. And they're going 
to have to throw the ball. | don't know if their line is 
good enough for that. 

“They're going to be OK on defense. Their challenge 
in the West Division is stopping downhill running teams 
like Nebraska, Wisconsin, lowa and Minnesota.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Chi Chi Ariguzo 
Photo by Chuck Rydlewski/IconSMI 


stunned Northwestern with the 49-yard 
Hail Mary on the final play — a particu- 
larly galling result considering the Wild- 
cats had six defenders at the goal line 
and tipped the ball right to Nebraska’s 
Jordan Westerkamp. 

But that’s not the complete snapshot of 
last year’s defense. The Wildcats limited 
Iowa and Michigan to a combined 19 
points in regulation during the games di- 
rectly before and after the Nebraska loss. 

The Wildcats welcome back the vast 
majority of their two-deep. Senior weak- 
side linebacker Chi Chi Ariguzo is the Big 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 28.9 
Rushing 166.6 
Passing 254.2 
Total 420.9 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


31.7 
225.5 
169.1 
394.6 


DEFENSE PER GAME 
277 
177.3 
230.4 


407.7 


22.5 
127.6 
250.5 
378.2 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+3 + 0.23 40 +14 + 1.08 
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2012 RANKINGS 
PER GAME 


DEFENSE PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


Ten’s top returning tackler (106 stops) 
and has made big plays throughout his 
career. He recovered four fumbles in 2012 
and picked off four passes last fall. 

Senior Collin Ellis, who delivered two 
pick-sixes in the opener at California, 
has moved from the strongside into the 
middle to replace the graduated Damien 
Proby. Drew Smith and converted safety 
Jimmy Hall are battling to replace Ellis 
at strongside linebacker. 

“(Ellis) fully embraced the move,” 
Fitzgerald said. “He wanted to do it 
before I even asked him.” 

The secondary features a blend of pro- 
ductive veterans (senior safety Ibraheim 
Campbell and junior corner Nick Van- 
Hoose) and promising youngsters, includ- 
ing sophomore corner Matthew Harris. 

Junior Daniel Jones, who tore up his 
knee in last year’s opener, is getting 
back into shape to challenge Harris for 
his old job. Sophomore Dwight White 
also received valuable experience due to 
Jones’ injury. 

Northwestern has to replace graduat- 
ed defensive end Tyler Scott, who racked 
up 1S sacks in the past two seasons. 
There are no shortage of candidates 
as the Wildcats have increased their 
complement of pass rushers each year. 

Sophomore Ifeadi Odenigbo was a 
third-down specialist last year and posted 
just nine tackles, but 5.5 went for sacks 
coming off the edge. Deonte Gibson and 
Dean Lowry, the likely starting ends, also 
have a nose for the quarterback. 

Fifth-year seniors Chance Carter and 
Sean McEvilly return at the tackles. The 
Wildcats missed McEvilly in the middle 
as a foot injury derailed him after start- 
ing the first three games. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Venric Mark earned All-American recog- 
nition as a punt returner in 2012, but he 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
26.2 
172.4 
227.2 
399.6 


RANK 
42 Scoring 
19 Rushing 

106 Passing 
64 Total 


RANK | DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 


PER GAME 
27.1 
167.3 68 
256.2 99 
423.5 88 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
10 +3 +03 41 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
RB Venric Mark 


It’s too simplistic to correlate 
wins and losses to one player, 
but look at this evidence: 
Northwestern won 10 games 


in 2012 when Venric Mark 

touched the ball 282 times, @ 
but won just five games last \ 
year when Mark touched the A. 


ball 37 times due to injuries. 

... He was one of 10 semifinalists for the 2012 Doak 
Walker Award for the nation’s best running back. ... 

He has returned two punts and one kick for touchdowns 
in his career. 


EMERGING STAR 


DE Dean Lowry 

The true junior started nine 
games last year and found 
himself around the ball all the 
time. ... In the opener, he 
deflected a pass that became 
Collin Ellis’ pick-six. He 
returned his own interception 
for a score against Maine. ... 
He forced one fumble, recov- 
ered another and notched 4.5 sacks despite being limit- 
ed in three games due to injury. ... He finished last sea- 
son with 33 tackles, seven for loss. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Justin Jackson 

He might have to wait his 
turn behind seniors Venric 
Mark and Treyvon Green, but 
this 6-0, 185-pound blend of 
speed, agility and durability 
twice won Illinois’ Gatorade 
Player of the Year honor. ... 
Jackson averaged 288.3 rush- 
ing yards per game and 
scored 38 touchdowns in 2013 for Glenbard North High 
School. ... He was rated the nation’s 159th-best pros- 
pect in 247Sports’ Composite rankings. 


RESULTS 
5-7, 1-7 
at California 
SYRACUSE 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
MAINE 


Ww 44-30 
Ww 

WwW 

Ww 

u OHIO STATE 
L 

L 

L 

L 

L 

L 

Ww 


48-27 
38-17 
35-21 
30-40 

6-35 
17-20 
10-17 
24-27 
19-27 

6-30 
37-34 


at Wisconsin 
MINNESOTA 
at lowa (OT) 
at Nebraska 
MICHIGAN (30T) 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Illinois 
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Wildcats Banking On 
Vitabile To Lead NU 


epending on which NFL Draft website you 

trust, Northwestern senior Brandon Vitabile 
ranked this spring as either the third- or the fifth- 
best center in the 2015 draft class. 

That's not based on limited evaluations of 
the 6-3, 300-pound New Jersey native. He has 
served as Northwestern’s center since Day 1 of 
his redshirt freshman year, so he enters this sea- 
son with 38 consecutive starts on his resume. 
It's probably safe to say he’ll have a chance to 
enjoy a career in the NFL. 

“He has really, really quick feet and he plays 
physically,” said Northwestern offensive line 
coach Adam Cushing. “He’s going to come at 
you every single play.” 

“There’s no doubt in my mind he’s got the 
potential to be All-Big Ten,” said head coach Pat 
Fitzgerald. “If not more.” 

But befitting a young man who’s completing 
work on a degree in Economics at Northwestern, 
Vitabile’s not banking on a life in the NFL. 

“Hopefully, I’m fortunate enough to get a 
chance, but the average career is two years,” 
Vitabile said. 

Vitabile’s impressive classroom resume earned 


: PROFILE | 


: his roles. They don’t have to feel obligated 
> to use him every time, though, as Matt 
: Harris averaged 23.0 yards per kick return. 


pe Brandon Vitabile \ 7% 
Photo by AP Photo/Kevin Tanaka 7 
7 4 


he hopes will pay off when he’s done with football. 


as a co-captain. 


“| didn’t push people enough to get us to 
play in Indianapolis (for the Big Ten title game),” : 


Vitabile said. 


“| didn't lead the way | wanted to lead. | can’t 
accept less than that. I’m being more vocal this : 
year, but not to the point where you're drowned : 


out and sound like Charlie Brown's teacher.” 


As Northwestern’s players prepared for their 
union vote on April 25, Vitabile flexed his leader- = 
ship muscles and explained why he and others : 


felt it wouldn’t be the right thing for them. 


“What me and a lot of our teammates discov- 
ered is that the change wouldn’t happen here,” : 
Vitabile told ESPN.com. “It would happen on the : 
broad landscape. So why would we sacrifice all : 
the relationships we have here with the staff and : 


the university that we love?” 


was almost as much of a game-breaking 
threat as a kick returner. His injuries 
limited him to one kick return in 2013, so 
the Wildcats can’t wait to restore him to 


NU’s kicking and punting jobs are 


: up for grabs as two-time All-Big Ten 

: kicker Jeff Budzien and four-year punter 
: Brandon Williams graduated. Redshirt 

: freshman Hunter Niswander is in the 

? mix for both jobs, though junior Chris 
: Gradone has a lead as the punter after 

: handling the role for the final three 

; games last year. 


Junior Arthur Omilian, whose resume 


: consists of two kickoffs, is Niswander’s 
: competition for kicker. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Northwestern has made a concerted ef- 


fort to upgrade its non-conference slates. 


The Wildcats are traveling to Notre 


? Dame for their first meeting with the 
: Irish since 1995, when Fitzgerald and 
: his buddies kicked off the Rose Bowl 

: season with a win in South Bend. 


NU opens with home games against 


: California, recent BCS bowl competitor 
him a spring internship at Goldman Sachs, where : Northern Illinois and Western Illinois. 
he gained a better understanding of how the fi- : 
nancial world works. He did some networking that ; ing Wisconsin, Nebraska and Michigan 
? at Ryan Field, though this has the po- 

This is not to suggest Vitabile hasn't devoted : 
enough attention to preparing for his final year : 
in a Northwestern uniform. When he reflected on : 
his own performance during the Wildcats’ 5-7 : 
season (in which he earned honorable mention : 
All-Big Ten honors from the coaches and media), : 


he felt he didn’t measure up to his responsibility : 


The Wildcats also benefit from play- 


tential to backfire on them because fans 
of those teams will try to erase NU’s 
home-field advantage. 


— Lindsey Willhite 
SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 CALIFORNIA 1-11 
Sept.6 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 12-2 
Sept.20 WESTERN ILLINOIS 4-8 
Sept. 27 at Penn State 7-5 
Oct. 4 WISCONSIN 9-4 
Oct. 11 at Minnesota 8-5 
Oct. 18 NEBRASKA 9-4 
Nov. 1 at lowa 8-5 
Nov. 8 MICHIGAN 7-6 
Nov. 15 at Notre Dame 9-4 
Nov. 22 at Purdue 1-11 
Nov. 29 ILLINOIS 4-8 
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by David Kotil-USA TODAY Sports 


MIAMI (OHIO) 


MAC rank: 10 


“He's going to have that program 
headed in the right direction. He will 
have them play his way, and get the 
players believing in him.” 

— Opposing MAC assistant coach 


REDHAWKS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Oxford, Ohio 
COACH: Chuck Martin — At Miami: Ist year; overall: 74-7, 6 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: George Barnett, Eric Koehler 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt Pawlowski 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2010 
LAST BOWL: 2010, GoDaddy.com 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16: 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker 

TCH: QB Andrew Hendrix, RB Spencer 
Treadwell, WR Dawan Scott, WR David Frazier, LB Kent Kern, 


CB Lo Wood, CB Heath Harding, SS Brison Burris 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Hendrix won't have to deal with 

a big transition after playing in Martin's system at Notre Dame. 
Scott and Frazier are poised to pad their numbers, and the now- 
seasoned offensive line surely won't have another season of 
upheaval. Including Hendrix, three RedHawks followed Martin 
from Notre Dame. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Expect an adjustment period, but 
there's no place to go but up after one of the worst seasons in the 
Storied program's history. Several spots on defense are unresolved. 


OFFENSE 
The RedHawks open the Chuck Martin era with 


nearly every key starter from last season returning, 


plus a few quality transfers from Notre Dame. 

The biggest weakness last season, mostly due to 
an injury to Austin Boucher, was the quarterback 
position. Notre Dame transfer Andrew Hendrix 
solves that problem. 

Hendrix, a fifth-year senior, is a dual threat. And 
he’s certainly motivated to wrap up his career in 


style after coming out of Moeller High School (Ohio) 


as a heralded national prospect, but receiving little 
playing time in three seasons in South Bend. 
While it’s Hendrix’s first season in Oxford, this 
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Record: 0-12 


MAC record: 0-8 (7th, East) 


—————— - ——— 


was his third consecutive spring being taught by 
Martin, the Irish’s former offensive coordinator. 

Under Martin, the RedHawks will run a mixture 
of a pro and spread offense, with some depth 
at running back and wide receiver helping the 
transition. The RedHawks have loads of room for 
improvement after averaging 9.8 points per game 
last season. 

The trio of Spencer Treadwell, Robert Williams 
III and Spencer McInnis must combine for much 
more than 266 rushing yards. Nine returnees at 
wide receiver form the deepest group on the team, 
led by seniors Dawan Scott and David Frazier. 

Four starters return from a jumbled and beaten- 
up offensive line, but another year of experience 
should create progress. 


The defense returns seven starters, though 
expect plenty of movement in terms of personnel. 


The RedHawks registered just 14 sacks and allowed 


opponents to convert 75 percent of their fourth- 
down attempts. 

New coordinator Matt Pawlowski is emphasizing 
multiple fronts and coverages to keeps offenses off- 


balance — and attempt to create a tougher mentality, 


Although short on depth, the defensive line is head- 
lined by ends Bryson Albright and J’Terius Brown. 


Talented middle linebacker Kent Kern, a second- 


team All-MAC selection after compiling 98 tackles 
in 11 games, impressed the coaching staff with his 
leadership despite being saddled with an injury in 
the spring. 

Josh Dooley, who had 87 tackles last season, is a 
promising junior. The secondary loses three-time 


first-team All-MAC performer Dayonne Nunley, but 
cornerback Heath Harding is back and Notre Dame 


transfer Lo Wood has played in 32 college games. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

One of Miami's biggest losses is punter Zac 
Murphy, who finished fourth in the nation with 
a 46.6-yard average. The punting position remains 


open entering fall camp. Junior Kaleb Patterson made 


22 of 29 field goal attempts in his first two seasons. 


OVERVIEW 

An 0-12 record — and the program’s third 
straight losing season — led to the hiring of the 
well-respected Martin. The RedHawks bring back 
a lot of experience, but Martin, attempting to build 


toughness, will need drastic improvement from his 


offense. A watered-down schedule should help; the 
RedHawks play their first two games at home and 


host Massachusetts, Kent State, Western Michigan 


and Ohio later in the season. 


7S a ta 


TOP NEWCOMER |” 


~ QB Andrew Hendrix: Hendrix, who will be 23 at the : 


"start of the season, was a four-star prospect coming | 


out of Moeller High School in Ohio. He played in 16 
games in three seasons at Notre Dame, completing 
25 of 58 passes for 360 yards and one TD. 
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2013 RANKINGS 


REDHAWKS 


Stadium: Yager Stadium (24,286) 


Andrew Hendrix 
Spencer Treadwell* 
Dawan Scott* 
Alvonta Jenkins* 
David Frazier* 
Liam Sallquist 
Zach Lewis* 
Trevan Brown* 
Marcus Matthews 
Brandyn Cook* 
Jeff Tanner* 


Bryson Albright* 
Jimmy Rousher 
Mitchell Winters* 
JTerius Brown 
Tre Clifton 

Kent Kern* 

Josh Dooley* 
Heath Harding* 
Lo Wood 

Brison Burris* 
Jay Mastin* 


13 | Kaleb Patterson* 
57 | Christian Koch 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept.6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct.11 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 1 
Nov, 15 
Nov. 25 


at Marshall 
at Kentucky 
CINCINNATI 
at Illinois 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Massachusetts 
AKRON 
at Ohio 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Kent State 
BUFFALO 
at Ball State 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 
=3 


By Bob Narang 


MARSHALL 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 


at Michigan 
at Cincinnati 
at Buffalo 


MASSACHUSETTS 


at Akron 


at Northern Illinois 


KENT STATE 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Central Michigan 


OHIO 


14-52 
7-41 
0-14 

14-50 
9-21 

10-17 
17-24 
16-41 
3-45 
6-24 
7-44 
14-55 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tom Herman 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Columbus, Ohio 


2013: 
12-2 overall, 8-0 Big Ten (1st, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Urban Meyer — At Ohio State: 24-2, 2 years; 
overall: 128-25, 12 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
12; 5 offense, 6 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Braxton Miller, RB Ezekiel Elliott, 
WR Devin Smith, WR Dontre Wilson, 
TE Jeff Heuerman, LT Taylor Decker, 
DE Noah Spence, DE Joey Bosa, 

DT Michael Bennett, LB Joshua Perry, 
CB Doran Grant 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The defensive line should be the best in the 
country. Newly hired DL coach Larry Johnson, 
who joined the Buckeyes from Penn State, 


plans to expand the rotation to keep players 
fresh because of the depth at the position. 
Spence and Bosa are expected to be the best 
sack duo in the country. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Ohio State is forced to replace four senior 
offensive line starters. Through spring practice, 
only LT Taylor Decker and RG Pat Elflein had 
spots locked up. This area will be the 
Buckeyes’ biggest question mark entering fall. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Carlos Hyde, WR Corey “Philly” Brown, 

C Corey Linsley, LT Jack Mewhort, 

LB Ryan Shazier, CB Bradley Roby, 

S Christian Bryant, S C.J. Barnett, K Drew Basil 


OVERVIEW: 

Ohio State started the Meyer era with 24 con- 
secutive wins, but it is feeling the hunger that 
comes with losing its last two. That’s just 
motivation. The Buckeyes still have the best 
roster in the Big Ten, and although they have 
to navigate the difficult East division, they'll be 
looking to run the table and grab a spot in the 
College Football Playoff. 


OHIO STATE 


BUCKEWES 


For more coverage of the Buckeyes, visit ohiostate.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Luke Fickell 


STADIUM: Ohio Stadium: 102,329 


No Longer the Hunted, Ohio State is on the Prowl 


verything went perfectly 
Freee the first 24 games of 

Urban Meyer’s tenure at Ohio 
State. There were no losses; he was 
dominating on the recruiting trail and 
nobody in the Big Ten could stand in 
the Buckeyes’ way. 

Then the Big Ten Championship 
Game happened. 

Ohio State lost to Michigan State. And 
in one defeat, the Buckeyes lost their 
perfect season, their national title hopes 
and the warm feeling of invincibility. 

Now on a two-game losing steak after 
falling to Clemson in the Orange Bowl, 
the feel around the program is vastly 
different. The Buckeyes are looking up 
at Michigan State and must earn back 
the national respect they earned by 
simply hiring Meyer. 

“Tf we can get nine units operating 
at maximum capacity,” Meyer said, 

“T don’t think Ohio State can lose.” 

That’s a lofty goal considering the 
players the Buckeyes have to replace 
from last season — a list that includes 
leading rusher Carlos Hyde, leading 
receiver Corey “Philly” Brown, leading 
tackler Ryan Shazier and others. 

Even with those guys, Ohio State 
wasn’t invincible. Offensive records 
fell last season, but the defense allowed 
1,114 yards and 74 points in two losses 
to close out the season. Now Meyer 
has been left with the realization that 
a team once a game away from compet- 
ing for a national title has further to 
climb to reach the mountaintop. 

In reality, there is uncertainty at every 
position except for maybe defensive 
line, and though the Buckeyes return 
one of the best quarterbacks in the 
country in Braxton Miller, his durability 
is an ongoing concern. 

But even in the face of doubt, Ohio 
State’s players haven’t compromised 


expectations — to win the Big Ten title 
and a national championship. 

“We know that we had our issues 
last year,” junior linebacker Joshua 
Perry said, “but at a place like Ohio 
State, expectations never change. 

We always expect to compete at the 
highest level, and even if we have a 
lot of things to improve on and a lot 
of people to replace, we believe we’re 
going to get there. 

“We're at Ohio State. We’re supposed 
to be there.” 


OFFENSE 


Ohio State knew long before the 
offseason that the offense that averaged 
511.9 yards per game last year was go- 
ing to take a big hit. Whether fans can 
expect a unit as efficient in 2014 rests 
on one person’s shoulders — quarter- 
back Braxton Miller. 

After pondering whether to leave the 
Buckeyes early to enter the NFL Draft, 
Miller opted to return to Ohio State in 
the hopes of helping it capture one Big 
Ten title and perhaps more for the first 
time in his career. 

Miller, who took the reins at quarter- 
back early in his freshman season, now 
enters his fourth year as Ohio State’s 
starting signal caller. An explosive play- 
maker who is best while improvising, 
Miller can take a huge step forward after 
accounting for 3,162 total yards and 
36 touchdowns as a junior. 

To make that stride forward, he 
focused on the mental side of his game 
for much of the offseason. He missed 
all of spring drills while recovering 
from shoulder surgery, an injury that 
occurred in the Orange Bowl. 

Miller won’t have to do it alone, 
though. Despite losing receiver Corey 
“Philly” Brown and running back Carlos 
Hyde, Miller is surrounded by elite skill 
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Noah Spence 


Photo by Joe Robbins 
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talent, even if none is proven yet. 

Starting running back Ezekiel El- 
liott was the first halfback personally 
recruited by Meyer at Ohio State, and 
his equal ability to catch passes out 
of the backfield, get into space or 
bang between the tackles could make 
the sophomore a top producer in the 
Big Ten. 

At wide receiver, Ohio State returns 
senior Devin Smith. He has big play 
ability — which was evident by his 
eight touchdowns in 44 receptions — 
but he has failed to become a complete 
wideout. Perhaps the most influential 
receiver is Dontre Wilson, a sophomore 
speedster who gives Meyer a true hybrid 
weapon in the form of former Florida 
star Percy Harvin. 

Now we arrive at the biggest question 
mark for the team — the offensive line. 
A year ago, four of the unit’s starters 
were seniors, and offensive coordinator 


Tom Herman could simply feed the ball 
to Hyde and lean on them to get the job 
done in crucial situations. 

Ohio State’s one returning starter 
on the line is junior left tackle Taylor 
Decker. Sophomore right guard Pat 
Elflein is the only other player who has 
earned a starting spot. That means fall 
camp will be filled with competition, 
but uncertainty up front could be the 
thing that derails an offense with so 
much promise. 


DEFENSE 

With the players on Ohio State’s 
defense last year, you never would have 
expected this would be the unit that 
cost the Buckeyes a chance at a na- 
tional championship. But the Buckeyes’ 
unreliable secondary was torched in 
losses to Michigan State in the Big Ten 
Championship Game and Clemson in 
the Orange Bowl. 


Meyer spoke during the offseason 
about how his team’s defense last year 
was unacceptable, and he hired former 
Arkansas defensive assistant Chris Ash 
to be co-defensive coordinator with 
Luke Fickell. Ash has his work cut out 
for him. 

The secondary said goodbye to 
senior safeties Christian Bryant and CJ. 
Barnett — both of whom were captains 
— and cornerback Bradley Roby, who 
left a year early for the NFL Draft. The 
Buckeyes will likely turn to sophomore 
Vonn Bell and junior Tyvis Powell at the 
safety spots, and senior Doran Grant 
and Armani Reeves at the cornerbacks. 

Reeves is also Ohio State’s starting 
nickel back, so though he starts at cor- 
nerback, he’ll be moved to the deep sec- 
ondary in nickel packages. When Ohio 
State isn’t in its base defense, sopho- 
more Cameron Burrows is expected to 
take over Reeves’ spot at cornet. 


ste eeewersereeeee eee eeeeee AOR e eee eee eee eee Ree eee ee EE EE DEST EE EEE EEE EEE SEEEEEEESEEEEEEESESSEESEEEEEE EEE EES rrr seen nee eeweeenenenene een eee eeeneesereee 


et 


Braxton Miller 
Photo by Steve Beyer 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS _ STARTER YR, _ COMMENT -BACKUP/MEY DEPTH 
QB —_ Braxton Miller* Sr. Two-time defending Big Ten Offensive Player of the Year. _ Cardale Jones, So. 
RB Ezekiel Ellliott So. __ Ohio State's first RB hand-picked by Urban Meyer. Bri’onte Dunn, So. 
WR _ Devin Smith* Sr. __ Had school-record 90-yard TD reception vs. Cal. Johnnie Dixon, Fr. 


WR Evan Spencer* Sr. __ Missed spring practice because of Orange Bowl leg injury. 


Mike Thomas, So. 


SLOT Dontre Wilson So. Averaged 8.1 yards per carry on 31 touches. Corey Smith, Jr. 
TE _Jeff Heuerman* Sr.___ Missed large portion of spring with foot injury. Nick Vannett, Jr. 
LT __ Taylor Decker" Jr. The offensive line’s only returning starter. Kyle Dodson, So. 
LG Antonio Underwood Jr. Played more snaps than anyone in OSU’s spring game. Joel Hale, Sr. 

C Jacoby Boren Jr. Brother of former Buckeyes Justin and Zach Boren. _ Billy Price, Fr. 
RG PatElflein So. One of two offensive linemen with starting spot set. Chad Lindsay, Sr. 


RT _ Darryl Baldwin Jr. 


A former defensive lineman trying to earn starting spot. Tommy Brown, Jr. 


K Sean Nuernberger Fr.___Earned scholarship at OSU kicking camp last summer. Kyle Clinton, Sr. 


“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Noah Spence* Jr. An All-Big Ten selection with eight sacks last year. Jamal Marcus, So. 
DT Adolphus Washington Jr. Found a permanent home inside this season. Michael Hill, So. 


DT Michael Bennett* Sr.__ Had more sacks (7) than any other interior d-lineman. Tommy Schutt, So. 


DE Joey Bosa* So. Earned starting spot as a freshman last season. Steve Miller, Jr. 
LB _ Joshua Perry* Jr. Had more tackles (64) than any returning starter. Camren Williams, Jr. 
LB Curtis Grant* Sr. __ Still competing to hold off five-star freshman. Raekwon McMillan, Fr. 


LB _ Darron Lee So. Former high school QB hada big spring on defense. _Trey Johnson, So. 


CB _Doran Grant” Sr. __ Ohio State’s only returning starter in the secondary Eli Apple, Fr. 

CB Armani Reeves Jr. Served as Bradley Roby’s main replacement last year. _ Cameron Burrows, So. 
$ Tyvis Powell Jr. Started last season as Ohio State’s nickel back. Chris Worley, Fr. 

S __ Vonn Bell So. __ His first career start was in last year's Orange Bowl, _ Ron Tanner, Jr. 


P __ Cameron Johnston* Jr. Big leg makes him a LindySsecond-team All-American. Jake Russell, Jr. 


“Returning Starter 
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Kyle Berger LB 


Raekwon McMillan 


The nation’s top-rated 
inside linebacker out 
of Hinesville (Ga.) 
Liberty County 
enrolled early and 
could ultimately be 

a starter for the 
Buckeyes by the end 
of his freshman cam- 
paign. At 6-2, 


242-pounds, McMillan i 
is a big, physical play- 


er that registered 456 
tackles and 10 forced 
fumbles in his high 
school career, includ- 
ing 35.5 tackles for 
loss and eight sacks 
as a senior. 


Pos Ht 


Wi Stars 


6-2 22 eooo 
247Sports Composite rated No. 10 outside linebacker nationally and No. 5 player in 


ES RECRUITING 2 


Curtis Samuel 
A Top50 recruit and 
the country’s No. 3- 
rated athlete out of 
Brooklyn (N.Y.) 
Erasmus Hall, the 
5-11, 190-pound 
Samuel was one of 
the country’s most 
dynamic recruits with 
the ball in his hands 
and should get time 
as both a running 
back and slot receiver 
in year one at Ohio 
State. The U.S. Army 
All-American averaged 
15.8 yards per carry 
and scored 17 touch- 
downs as a senior. 


Ohio... Missed senior season due to knee injury. 


Dante Booker 


1B 63 212 oooo 
Parade All-American... USA Today All-American... Ranked No. 4 outside linebacker 
nationally and No. 2 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... Ohio Mr. Football... 


Helped team to two consecutive state championships. 


6-2 228 60000 
247Sports Composite rated No. 5 athlete nationally and No. 5 player in New Jersey... 


Akron 


Sparta, NJ 


Erick Smith 


: Another U.S. Army 
: All-American from 


Cleveland (Ohio) 


= Glenville, who will 


immediately jump into 
a thin two-deep at 
safety and will also 
play some nickel as a 


: freshman. A very fluid 
: and instinctive foot- 


ball player that is as 
comfortable at safety 
as he is at corner. 


Hometown 


Cleveland 


St. Vincent-St. Mary 


Had 1,363 total offensive yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior. 


Parris Campbell 


WR 61 184 OOOO 


Akron 


St. Vincent-St. Mary 
Ranked No. 24 wide receiver nationally and No. 4 player in Ohio by 247Sports 


Composite... Helped team to two consecutive state championships. 


Stephen Collier 


63 210 ooo 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 19 dual-threat quarterback 
nationally... Had more than 4,000 career passing yards, 1,500 career rushing yards 


Leesburg, GA 


and 78 touchdowns... Had 2,291 yards passing and 24 touchdowns as a senior. 


Johnnie Dixon 


WR 5-11 19% OOCGO 


Composite... Helped team to state championship. 


Jalyn Holmes DL 


65 228 6600 
247Sports Composite rated No. 4 weakside defensive end and No. 80 player nationally... 
Two-time All-State... As a senior, had 48 tackles, including 19 tackles for loss, and 10 sacks. 


Malik Hooker $ 
Ranked No. 13 athlete nationally and No. 8 player in Pennsylvania by 247Sports 


62 19 OOO 


West Palm Beach, FL 
Ranked No. 10 wide receiver nationally and No. 13 player in Florida by 247Sports 


Norfolk, VA 


New Castle, PA 


Composite... All-State... Two-year starter at wide receiver and cornerback. 


Sam Hubbard LB 


Jamarco Jones =—OL 


Marcelys Jones OL 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 18 offensive guard nationally and No, 


65 20 oO000 
247Sports Composite rated No. 4 athlete nationally and No. 7 player in Ohio... Helped team 
to two consecutive state championships... Had 109 tackles and five interceptions as a senior. 


65 20 oooo 
Ranked No. 4 offensive tackle and No. 58 player nationally and No. 3 player in Illinois 
by 247Sports Composite... Participated in 2014 Under Armour All-American game. 


65 30 O00 


Cincinnati 


Chicago, IL 


Cleveland 


22 player in Ohio, .. Participated in 2014 Under Armour All-American game... All-State. 


Demetrius Knox OL 


64 2% O0O600 


Composite... U.S. Army All-American. 


Fi. Worth, TX All Saints Episcopal 
Ranked No. 5 offensive guard nationally and No. 15 player in Texas by 247Sports 


Pope John XXIII 


Lee County 


Dwyer 


Lake Taylor 


New Castle 


Archbishop Moeller 


De La Salle 


Glenville 
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Committments 
Average Stars 
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666066 
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Total Stars 
National Rank: 3 


Big Ten: 1 


Darius Slade 
Flipped from Michigan 
State to Ohio State on 
National Signing Day, 
the 6-5, 240-pound 
Slade was the 
Buckeyes lowest-rated 
recruit, but when it's 
all said and done, he 
could be one of Ohio 
State’s best players. 
He was a menace as 
a pass rusher in two 
Straight state champi- 
onship seasons at 
Montclair (N.J.) High, 
where he had 37 
sacks combined. 


2azsronrs COMPOSITE 
2015 NEEDS: 


Urban Meyer and his staff would like to land one of 
the nation’s top quarterbacks in this recruiting cycle. 
The Buckeyes have landed several playmakers at run- 
ning back and receiver since Meyer arrived, but they'd 
like to take two tight ends in this class. Ohio State will 
also aim to score three offensive linemen, and safety 
is a major need on the defensive side of the ball. 

By Steve Wiltfong 


Ht «Wi Stars 


Marshon Lattimore CB 6-0 175 OGOO Cleveland Glenville 
247Sports Composite rated No. 6 cornerback and No. 52 player nationally and No. 1 
player in Ohio... U.S. Army All-American... Ohio Defensive Player of the Year. 


Terry McLaurin WR 60 19 OOOO Indianapolis, IN Cathedral 
Ranked No. 37 wide receiver nationally and No. 3 player in Indiana by 247Sports 
Composite... Indiana Mr, Football... Had 58 receptions for 953 yards and eight touch- 
downs as a senior. 


Raekwon McMillan 1B 6-2 242 ©GO00 _ Hinesville, GA Liberty County 
USA Today All-American... Parade All-American... 247Sports Composite rated No. 1 
inside linebacker nationally and No. 2 player in Georgia... Participated in 2014 Under 
Armour All-American game... Had 456 career tackles and 10 fumbles caused. 


Sean Nuernberger K 6-1 235 OOO Buckner, KY Oldham County 
Enrolled in January... Ranked No. 8 kicker nationally and No. 6 player in Kentucky by 
247Sports Composite... Made 13 of 20 field goals attempted as a senior... Averaged 
42.3 yards per punt. 


Curtis Samuel RBWR 5-11 199 OOOO Brooklyn, NY Erasmus Hall 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 3 athlete and No. 59 player 
nationally... Gatorade New York Player of the Year... U.S. Army All-American. 


Darius Slade 1 65 20 O06 Montclair, Nd 


Hometown 


Montclair 


Ranked No. 42 strongside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite... Helped 
team to two consecutive state championships... Had 67 tackles, including 35 tackles 
for loss, and 23.5 sacks as a senior. 


Erick Smith S$ 61 15 oooo Cleveland Glenville 
247Sports Composite rated No. 9 safety and No. 66 player nationally and No. 3 player 
in Ohio... U.S. Army All-American. 


Brady Taylor Oo 65 20 O00 Columbus Bishop Ready 
Ranked No. 55 offensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite... All-State. 


Dylan Thompson DL 65 270 OOO Lombard, IL Montini Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 23 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 18 player 
in Illinois... As a senior, had 60 tackles, including 35 tackles for loss, and 17 sacks. 


Kyle Trout OL 66 30 ooo0 Lancaster Lancaster 
Ranked No. 21 tackle and No. 256 player nationally and No. 11 player in Ohio by 
247Sports Composite... All-State. 


Damon Webb CB 5-11 10 ooo°0 Detroit, MI Cass Tech 
247Sports Composite rated No. 5 cornerback and No. 35 player nationally... U.S. Army 
All-American... Michigan Co-Player of the Year. 
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No. Name 


Eli Apple 


. HL 


Wt. Cl. 


Hometown 


Darryl Baldwin 


Eric Kramer 


Warren Ball 


Darron Lee 


J.T. Barrett 


Tyquan Lewis 


Marcus Baugh 


Evan Lisle 


Vonn Bell 


Jamal Marcus 


Michael Bennett 


Jalin Marshall 


Devan Bogard 


Aaron Mawhirter 


Jacoby Boren 


Devlin McDaniel 


Joey Bosa 


Raekwon McMillan 


Hinesville, GA 


Tommy Brown 


Braxton Miller 


Huber Heights 


Joe Burger 


Steve Miller 


Cam Burrows 


Kato Mitchell 


Chris Carter 


J.T. Moore 


Ryan Carter 


Reynoldsburg Luke Morgan 


Michael Cibene 


So. Fort Lauderdale, FL Donovan Munger 


James Clark 


So, New Smyma Beach, FL Kevin Niehoff 


Kyle Clinton 


Sr Dublin 


Stephen Collier 


Fr. Leesburg, GA 


Gareon Conley 


&| S| *\ 2) 2\ |) 5) 2) 8) 6/5) 6) 5) 2) 2) 2) 52/2 


So. Massillon 


Taylor Decker 


Jr Vandalia 


Johnnie Dixon 


Fr. West Palm Beach, FL 


g\g 
Lis 


Kyle Dodson 


5 
- 
ey 


Bri’onte Dunn 
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Pat Elflein 


~~ 


Ezekiel Elliott 


Brooklyn, NY 


Frank Epitropoulos 


Cleveland 


Craig Fada 


Glen Ellyn, IL 


Chase Farris 


Akron 


Khaleed Franklin 
Rashad Frazier 


Massillon 


Fort Wayne, IN 


Logan Gaskey 


Curtis Grant 


Columbus 
Harrisburg, PA 


Doran Grant 


Jeff Greene 


Vernon Hills, IL 


Peter Gwilym 
Joel Hale 


Elyria 
Columbus 


Los Angeles, CA 


Bryce Haynes 


Jeff Heuerman 


Devin Hill 


Michael Hill 


81 Nick Vannett 


John Holman 
Trey Johnson 


92 Adolphus Washington 


55 Camren Williams 


Cameron Johnston 


2 Dontre Wilson 


Cardale Jones 
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Int 
7 
K. Guiton 13 165.2 75 109 2 688 749 
GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
C. Brown 14 63 «#771 «122 «+10 58 551 
D. Smith 14 44 660 15.0 8 90 474 
J.Heuerman 14 26 466 17.9 4 57 333 
GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg mT 
C. Hyde 11 208 1527 6 1521 7.3 15 
B, Miller 12 #171 1283 215 1068 62 12 
J. Hall 13 «81 «(543 7 536 66 


Tackles: R. Shazier 143, C.J. Barnett 84, B. Roby 69 

Tackles for loss: R. Shazier 22.5, N. Spence 14.5, J. Bosa 13.5 
Sacks: N. Spence 8, J. Bosa 7.5, M. Bennett 7 

Interceptions: C.J. Barnett 4, B. Roby 3, D. Grant 3 


TTT eee 
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NOTEBOOK 

Ber quarterback Braxton Miller hasn't played 

a full healthy season in his college career, having 

a reliable backup has been crucial to the Buckeyes’ 

success. Last season, backup Kenny Guiton went 

3-0 as a starter to preserve Ohio State’s record in 
Miller’s absence due to a knee injury. 

Miller missed all of spring practice while recover- 
ing from offseason shoulder surgery, so the two 
quarterbacks leading the offense were Cardale 
Jones and J.T. Barrett. When spring was over, Jones 
was selected the backup. 

Jones, however, said he has a lot of growing to do 
before he adequately replace Guiton. 

“Kenny Guiton is the model for a starting quar- 
terback, not just a backup,” Jones said. “It is big 
shoes to fill, but KG prepared me for this, both on 
and off the field.” 

¢ With Urban Meyer having to replace four senior 
starters from last year’s offensive line, he brought in 
a little help during the offseason in the form of 
Alabama graduate transfer Chad Lindsay. 

After visiting Louisville, Michigan and Oklahoma, 
Lindsay opted to transfer to Ohio State for his final 
year of eligibility. Since Lindsay is a graduate transfer, 
he doesn’t have to sit out a year per the NCAA trans- 
fer rules. 

He started four games at center for the Crimson 
Tide last year, and he's expected to jump in and 
compete with Jacoby Boren and Billy Price in fall 
camp. If he doesn’t win the starting center spot, 
there's also a chance he could figure into position 
battles at guard. 

 Vonn Bell came to Ohio State before last season 
as a five-star safety from Rossville, Ga., but he spent 
the majority of his freshman season on the bench. 
That was until he got the start in the loss to Clemson 
in the Orange Bowl. 

Primed to enter the offseason as a starter, Bell tore 
his MCL during the first spring practice and was lost 
for the remainder of spring. But he’s confident he'll be 
penciled back in as a starter when fall camp begins. 

“| have the same expectations for myself — to be 
a part of a fearless defense,” Bell said. “I am going to 
make plays.” 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“Really, the big issue is, can they get better on 
defense? Under that umbrella, it comes down to 
this: Can this become a national championship 
defense? That's how Urban won national champi- 
onships at Florida. As a result, they brought in two 
great coaches, Larry Johnson and Chris Ash. 

“Ohio State is the only team in the Big Ten that 
you judge by the national championship being the 
standard. They're the only one that talks about the 
national championship. Obviously, they're the most 
talented team in the conference. That's the one 
constant. 

“The storylines this year are can they replace 
the parts on offense and can they become a cham- 
pionship defense?” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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The linebackers are led by junior 
Joshua Perry, who returns the most 
tackles (64) of anyone on the defense. 
Though the Buckeyes have senior Curtis 
Grant, a former five-star prospect, at 
middle linebacker, he’s still trying to 
hold off big-time freshman Raekwon 
McMillan for the starting spot. 


2011 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 24.5 81 
Rushing 191.2 27 
Passing 127.0 115 
Total 318.2 107 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 37.2 
Rushing 242.3 
Passing 181.5 
Total 423.8 


DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
21.0 27 
141.5 50 
182.0 14 


323.5 19 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
22.8 
116.1 
243.5 
359.6 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK | TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+5 + 0.38 30 +3 + 0.25 
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At strongside linebacker there’s sopho- 
more Darron Lee, a former high school 
quarterback who brings athleticism and 
speed to the other side of the ball. 

Perhaps the biggest reason for hope is 
Ohio State’s defensive line, a unit that 
returns all four starters from a group 
that was already considered one of the 
best in the country last year. 

Junior Noah Spence and sophomore 
Joey Bosa combined for 15.5 sacks last 
year, while the interior spots made up 
of senior Michael Bennett and junior 
Adolphus Washington are also coming 
off rather efficient seasons. The unit 
was so good last season that Meyer held 
all four out of the spring game in the 
hopes of being better able to evaluate 
the offense. 

Though there’s new — and plenty of 
unproven — players across the defense, 
there has been a philosophy shift that 
Meyer anticipates will make up for last 
year’s deficiencies. Throughout spring, 
Meyer has been preaching faster play 
with less worry about mistakes. The 
cornerbacks are expected to press more, 
the linebackers have been taught to 
swarm relentlessly based on instincts 
and the defensive line will rotate more 
to remain fresh. 

Because Ohio State had plenty of 
talent on defense a year ago, Meyer 
feels as if the old approach may have 
been why the unit allowed 377.4 yards 
per game, which ranked No. 46 in 
the country. This year, Meyer expects 
vastly different results. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


After losing senior kicker Drew Basil 
after last season, the biggest special 
teams battle during the offseason has 
been between freshman Sean Nuern- 
berger and senior walk-on Kyle Clinton. 

Though Meyer hasn't officially 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 45.5 
Rushing 308.6 
Passing 203.3 
Total 511.9 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 377.4 


RANK 
46 +5 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+04 


RANK 
T-36 
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BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Braxton Miller 

Miller thought about leaving 
after his junior season for the 
NFL, but opted to return for 
his fourth year. ... He’s a two- 
time Big Ten Offensive Player 
of the Year ... Though he 
missed more than three 
games with a knee sprain 
early last year, he still 
accounted for 36 total touchdowns. ... One of the top 
preseason Heisman Trophy candidates. ... Missed all of 
spring football while recovering from offseason shoulder 
surgery for an injury sustained in the Orange Bowl. 


EMERGING STAR 


DE Joey Bosa 

Came to Ohio State as a five- 
star prospect from Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., before last 
season. ... Had a chance to 
start when Adolphus 
Washington went down with an 
injury early last season and 
never lost the job ... Had 7.5 
sacks as a freshman, more 
than everyone outside of teammate Noah Spence’s eight, 
the second-most in the Big Ten last year. ... Projected by 
Urban Meyer as a future All-American and a potential can- 
didate to leave early to become a high NFL Draft pick. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Curtis Samuel 

Samuel, a four-star prospect 
from Brooklyn, N.Y., joined 
Ohio State in January as an 
early enrollee. ... Came to Ohio 
State with comparisons to 
speedster Dontre Wilson, but 
Urban Meyer said Samuel will 
take snaps at running back as 
a freshman. ... Scored on a 
50-yard run up the middle during Ohio State's Student 
Appreciation Day, an open practice held annually during 
spring football. ... Samuel is listed at 5-11, 190, but is 
expected to get bigger while maintaining his speed. 


RESULTS 
12-2, 8-0 
BUFFALO 
SAN DIEGO STATE 
at California 
FLORIDA A&M 
WISCONSIN 
at Northwestern 
IOWA 
PENN STATE 
at Purdue 
at Illinois 
INDIANA 42-14 
at Michigan 42-41 
Big Ten Championship Game 
vs. Michigan State 24-34 
Orange Bowl 
vs. Clemson 


40-20 

42-7 
52-34 

76-0 
31-24 
40-30 
34-24 
63-14 

56-0 
60-35 
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No Decoy: Wilson 
Is Ready to Score 


ee time Dontre Wilson touched the ball, you 
could feel the entire stadium hold its breath. 

Crowds weren’t often deprived of oxygen. 

Though it was hard not to anticipate a big play 
was coming when a player with Wilson’s speed 
caught a pass or took a handoff, he often didn’t 
touch the ball despite having a major on-the- 
field role as a freshman. 

“| always joked around with my team- 
mates and said, ‘I’m the Decoy of the Year,’” 
Wilson said. “Every time | do a fake or some- 
thing, we scored.” 

Wilson was happy to open up the field for his 
teammates, but that’s not what he came to Ohio 
State to do. A former four-star prospect from 
DeSoto, Texas, who flipped from Oregon at the 
last minute before signing with Ohio State in 
2013, Wilson came to run. He came to score. 

Running wasn’t his problem last season — 
it was everything else. 

A 5-10, 180-pound freshman last year, Wil- 
son had a hard time holding onto the football 
and wasn’t yet strong enough to be a reliable 
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PROFILE 


Dontre Wilson 


Photo by Brian Spurlock-USA TODAY Sports 


blocker. Those things had to come first before he : 


was a trusted ball carrier. 


“He couldn't play receiver last year. He didn’t : 
know what the hell he was doing,” offensive co- : 


ordinator Tom Herman said. 


“He was 175 pounds or whatever the heck : 


: named Nuernberger the starter yet, it’s 
: widely anticipated that the freshman 

: will be given the nod. Nuernberger was 
? personally recruited by Meyer, and he 

; was far more accurate during head-to- 

: head competition with Clinton during 
: the spring game. Nuernberger also 

? proved to be more apt to make longer 

: attempts, which will also play a large 

: factor in the competition. 

Ohio State's punting situation is firm 
? with Australian punter Cameron John- 
: ston, who averaged 44.0 yards per punt 
: a year ago as a sophomore. Johnston 

: could be even more effective this season 
? as he continues to perfect his rugby- 

? style punt. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


A year removed from perhaps the 
most favorable schedule Ohio State 
; faced in the last decade, this year won’t 
: be quite as simple, and it starts in the 
: non-conference. The Buckeyes’ season 
: starts with a tricky opener vs. Navy’s 
: option offense in Baltimore before OSU 
: returns to host Virginia Tech under the 
: lights the following week. 
H Though Ohio State avoids Nebraska 
? and Wisconsin during conference play, 
: it faces a road game at Penn State and 
: another at Michigan State two weeks 
? later for a rematch of last year’s Big Ten 
; Championship Game. 
The Buckeyes get their annual ri- 
i valry game against Michigan at home 
: Nov. 29. 
: — Ari Wasserman 


he was. So his ability limited us, and ability : 


doesn't just include running fast and making : 
guys miss. There’s a lot that goes into usability : 


in the offense.” 


In all, he averaged a shade less than four : 
touches per game. He finished the season : 
with 31 rushes for 250 yards and a touch- : 
down, as well as 22 catches for 210 yards and i 


two more scores. 


Wilson now is far less of a liability, and he has 
cemented his spot in Ohio State’s starting lineup : 
at wide receiver for his sophomore season, ac- : 


cording to coach Urban Meyer. 


Now up to more than 190 pounds and : 
wearing No. 2 like he did in high school, : 
Wilson expects to hear the crowds gasp for : 
breath a lot more this season. And if the way : 
he performed in spring practice was any in- : 
dication, he could become one of the biggest : 


playmakers in the country. 
“| feel like myself again,” he said. 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 vs. Navy (Baltimore) 9-4 
Sept. 6 VIRGINIA TECH 8-5 
Sept. 13 KENT STATE 4-8 
Sept. 27 CINCINNATI 9-4 
Oct. 4 at Maryland 7-6 
Oct. 18 RUTGERS 6-7 
Oct. 25 at Penn State 7-5 
Nov. 1 ILLINOIS 4-8 
Nov. 8 at Michigan State 13-1 
Nov. 15 at Minnesota 8-5 
Nov. 22 INDIANA 5-7 
Nov. 29 MICHIGAN 7-6 
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AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
University Park, Pa. 


2013: 
7-5 overall, 4-4 Big Ten (3rd, Leaders) 


COACH: 
James Franklin — At Penn State, 1st year; 
overall: 24-15, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
12; 4 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Christian Hackenberg, 

RB Zach Zwinak, RB Bill Belton, 

OT Donovan Smith, DE C.J. Olaniyan, 

LB Mike Hull, CB Jordan Lucas, S Adrian Amos 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
Hackenberg is an already-seasoned quar- 
terback who will have veteran running 


backs and tight ends at his disposal. 
Defensively, C.J. Olaniyan leads a front 
four that has talent and experience. 
Lucas is a rising star at cornerback and 
Amos can play several positions well. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The team has to adjust to its third coaching staff 
in four years. Even though the offense has tal- 
ent, much depends on an offensive line that was 
decimated by injuries in the spring. On defense, 
the linebacker position again has depth issues. 
The kicking game needs consistency. 


KEY LOSSES: 
WR Allen Robinson, 0G John Urschel, 
LB Glenn Carson, DT DaQuan Jones 


OVERVIEW: 

Penn State has playmakers on offense and 
defense, but it remains thin on the offensive 
line and at linebacker. Expect the defense to 
be better, especially in the secondary. Winning 
seven games again would be considered 

a successful first season for Franklin. 


PENN STATE 


ANI, 


For more coverage of the Nittany Lions, visit pennstate.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Donovan 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bob Shoop 


(0) \\f 


STADIUM: Beaver Stadium: 107,282 


Franklin’s Welcoming Gift in Happy Valley: 


Christian Hackenberg 


ames Franklin and several assistant 
Jee who moved with him to 
Penn State earlier this year recruited 
Christian Hackenberg when they were 
at Vanderbilt. 

They were aware of Hackenberg’s tal- 
ent and potential. And after seeing the 
quarterback play and practice in person, 
they have become even more impressed. 

“He is everything you would hope he 
would be,” offensive coordinator John 
Donovan said. “He keeps learning the 
offense more and more. He’s what you 
want back there. We couldn’t be hap- 
pier to have a guy like him.” 

Even though he’s only a sophomore, 
Hackenberg is the cornerstone of the 
Penn State offense. He was named the 
Big Ten Freshman of the Year in 2013 
after completing 58.9 percent of his 
passes for 2,955 yards and 20 touch- 
downs — with 10 interceptions. 

Hackenberg started every game last 
season, even though he didn’t arrive on 
campus until June. He finished the year 
with a brilliant performance at Wiscon- 
sin, completing 21 of 30 passes for 339 
yards and four touchdowns in a 31-24 
upset victory. 

“We're going to (preseason) camp 
feeling pretty confident about Chris- 
tian,” Franklin said. “I think he’s 
comfortable with what’s going on. He 
has a good understanding of concepts. 
He’s getting more comfortable with the 
(new) terminology. 

“T've been pleased with him. He’s 
extremely accurate. He has a really good 
feel for the game. He has great arm 
strength. I think we're going to be able 
to do some things to help him.” 

Hackenberg won’t have Big Ten 
Receiver of the Year Allen Robinson, his 
favorite target last year, who’s off to the 
NFL with his 97 catches. 


Eugene “Geno” Lewis is the top re- 
turner at wide receiver, and Hackenberg 
also will have tight ends Jesse James, 
Kyle Carter and Adam Breneman. Vet- 
eran running backs Zach Zwinak and 
Bill Belton also return in a new offense. 

“I really wouldn’t say there’s a huge 
change,” Hackenberg said. “Every of- 
fense is going to vary a little bit. The 
base is very similar. It’s just learning 
new terminology.” 

The biggest issue for Hackenberg 
might be the offensive line. Left tackle 
Donovan Smith is the only returning 
starter after left guard Miles Dieffenbach 
suffered a knee injury in the spring and 
probably will miss the season. 

“We always talk about protecting 
the ball and protecting the quarter- 
back,” Donovan said. “You have to be 
able to protect the quarterback. We 
have to keep him upright and not let 
him take hits.” 


OFFENSE 


Franklin knew Penn State would 
have depth issues when he was hired 
in January, but he didn’t know how 
thin the offensive line would become 
in the spring. 

Left guard Miles Dieffenbach, 

a two-year starter, probably will be 
out for the season because of a knee 
injury. Andrew Nelson, the prob- 
able starter at right tackle, missed a 
portion of spring practice with a leg 
injury that didn’t appear to be as seri- 
ous as Dieffenbach’s. 

Wendy Laurent, battling for the job 
at center, sustained a leg injury during 
the Blue-White Game. And Anthony 
Alosi, who was competing for a job at 
guard, was suspended indefinitely af- 
ter he was charged with simple assault 
in March. 
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Christian Hackenberg 
Photo by Tomasso DeRosa 


“T think this (situation) is probably 
unique,” Franklin said. “I’ve been at 
places where when we first showed up 
we had challenges in terms of depth. 
I’m not sure if I’ve ever been in a 
situation where you don’t even have 
a scholarship two-deep. 

“It is what it is. We’re going to find 
a way to make it work.” 

Before spring practice, Franklin 
moved Derek Dowrey and Brian 
Gaia from defensive tackle to guard. 
Left tackle Donovan Smith, the only 
returning starter, likely will be joined 
by Dowrey, Gaia, Nelson and Angelo 
Mangiro at center. 

“We've made a lot of progress,” Smith 
said. “Everybody has stepped forward in 
their own little way. We're all starting to 
click in terms of chemistry. We’re mov- 
ing in the right direction.” 

Penn State has plenty of talent, 
experience and depth elsewhere on 
offense, leading with quarterback 


j Z 
Geno Lewis 
Photo by Matthew O'Haren-USA TODAY Sports 


Christian Hackenberg, last season’s Big 
Ten Freshman of the Year in 2013. He’s 
somebody who already makes the pro 
scouts salivate, but they’ll have to wait 
until at least after the 2015 season. 

“Christian's a lot more confident,” 
wide receiver Geno Lewis said. “He’s 
taken on a leadership role. I really think 
he’s going to have a breakout year.” 

Lewis caught 18 passes for 234 yards 
and three touchdowns, including two 
scores in the season finale at Wiscon- 
sin. Matt Zanellato, Richy Anderson 
and true freshman DeAndre Thomp- 
kins also will be in the mix. 

Seniors Zach Zwinak and Bill Belton 
return in the backfield, along with 
sophomore Akeel Lynch. Zwinak has 
rushed for 1,989 yards the last two sea- 
sons. Belton gained 1,036 all-purpose 
yards last year. Lynch averaged 6.0 
yards a carry. 

“| think they are a pretty talented 
group of guys,” offensive coordinator 


John Donovan said. “I think they will 
be a very big part of what we do.” 

So will tight ends Jesse James, Kyle 
Carter and Adam Breneman, who com- 
bined for 58 catches for 741 yards and 
seven touchdowns. 

“We have some talent on the perim- 
eter, in the backfield and at the quar- 
terback position,” Franklin said, “but 
we have to get some things resolved 
up front.” 


DEFENSE 


Bob Shoop’s positive attitude rubbed 
off on his players in his first spring as 
Penn State’s defensive coordinator. The 
Nittany Lions say their transition to 
Shoop’s defense has been smooth. 

“A lot of things are similar,” cornerback 
Jordan Lucas said. “Of course, we have 
to adapt to a couple things from the new 
system. We had to get used to that. Guys 
are coming along. Everybody’s jelling 
very well with this defense. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Christian Hackenberg* So. Big Ten’s top freshman looks for more as soph. Michael O'Connor, Fr. 
RB Zach Zwinak* Sr. Just missed his second 1,000-yard season. Bill Belton, Sr. 

WR _ Geno Lewis So. Looks to fill Allen Robinson's really big shoes, DeAndre Thompkins, Fr. 
WR Matt Zanellato Jr. Sure-handed, but just six career catches. Richy Anderson, So. 
TE __ Kyle Carter Jr. Hopes to regain his 2012 form. Brent Wilkerson, So. 
TE —_ Jesse James* Jr. Has eight career TDs among 40 catches. Adam Breneman, So. 
LT _ Donovan Smith* Jr. Astrong anchor for a young offensive line. Albert Hall, So. 

LG Derek Dowrey So. Moves from defense because of injuries. Andrew Terlingo, Fr. 
C Angelo Mangiro Jr. Versatile lineman finds a home. Wendy Laurent, So. 
RG _ Brian Gaia So. See Derek Dowrey (above). Brendan Mahon, Fr. 
RT Andrew Nelson Fr. Praised by former staff last year. Chasz Wright, Fr. 

PK Sam Ficken* Sr. __ Started 7 of 8 on FGs before fading last year. Chris Gulla, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Deion Barnes* Jr. Had a drop-off after terrific freshman year. Brad Bars, Sr. 

DT Anthony Zettel Jr Got his wish and moved inside. Antoine White, Fr. 
DT __ Austin Johnson So. Productive player last year as reserve. Tarow Barney, Jr. 
DE Cw. Olaniyan* Sr. Team-high five sacks in breakout season. Carl Nassib, Jr. 

LB _ Brandon Bell So. Strong finish last year earned him the job. Matthew Baney, Jr. 
LB Mike Hull* Sr. Tough guy moves to middle for first time. Gary Wooten, So. 
LB Nyeem Wartman* So. Made big stops in win over Michigan. Ben Kline, Jr. 

CB Trevor Williams* Jr. Key picks vs. Syracuse and Wisconsin. Da’Quan Davis, Jr. 
CB Jordan Lucas* Jr. Surprise star on defense in 2013. Jordan Smith, So. 
§ Adrian Amos* Sr.__Has most career starts (25) on team. Malik Golden, So. 
$ Ryan Keiser Sr. _ His interception sealed Wisconsin win. Jesse Della Valle, Sr. 
P Chris Gulla Fr. Top candidate might face competition. Sam Ficken, Sr. 
*Returning Starter 
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© tarow Barney Koa Farmer Chris Godwin 
CU) The four-star JC tal- Penn State will line up The Nittany Lions 
CC ent from Northwest ina fresh defensive scored three four-star 
LL Mississippi formation next year receivers and the coun- 
> Community College and the Top247 safety try’s top tight end in 
O enrolled early and from Riverside (Calif.) Mike Gesicki, but the 
quickly established Notre Dame will play 6-2, 205-pound 
2 ah the new Star LB/safety NH , 
himself as one of : Middletown (Del.) High 
s Penn State's top three poppet Aaa standout comes in as 
LLI defensive tackles. The : p P the most polished pass 
2 : at safety, quarterback, 
6-2, 300-pound : running back and catcher of the group. A 
(1) Barney helped lead : receiver as a senior, Top247 recruit, Godwin 
NMCC toits first bowl : and registered 62 tack- was a three-time All- 
win in 20 years. :  |es, four interceptions State selection, catch- 
and three forced fum- ing 55 passes for 1,200 
bles as a hard-hitting yards and 17 touch- 
playmaker. downs as a senior. 


Pos Ht Wt Stars Hometown 


Marcus Allen DB 6&2 200 OGG Upper Marlboro, MD Dr. Henry A. Wise, Jr. 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 32 safety nationally and No. 6 player in Maryland... Had 15 
tackles and two fumbles recovered in three games as a senior, before suffering ankle injury. 


Mark Allen RB O57 «199 OOO Hyattsville, MD DeMatha Catholic 
Rated No, 29 player in Maryland by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to No. 1 
ranking in Maryland in 2013. 


WR 62 1% O00 Pittsburgh Mount Lebanon 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 55 wide receiver nationally and No. 9 player in 
Pennsylvania... All-State... As a senior, had 40 receptions for 728 yards. 


Tarow Bamey DL 62 300 ©@© _ Bainbridge,GA Northwest Mississippi CC 
Enrolled in January... Rated No. 7 junior college defensive tackle nationally by 
247Sports Composite... Had 9.5 tackles for loss and 3.5 sacks as a sophomore. 


Noah Beh OL 66 260 OOO — Scranton Scranton Prep 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 43 offensive tackle nationally... USA Today All- 
Pennsylvania Team... Two-time All-State... Played offense and defense. 


Saeed Blacknall WR 62 210 ©@G© Manalapan, NJ Manalapan 
Rated No. 23 wide receiver nationally and No. 3 player in New Jersey by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 52 receptions for 707 yards and 15 touchdowns. 


Brendan Brosnan «= OLsH 28H_—C OH OOD. Park Ridge, IL Maine South 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 78 offensive tackle nationally and No. 28 player in 
Illinois... Helped team to two consecutive conference championships. 


Torrence Brown 1 64 240 GO Tuscaloosa, AL Tuscaloosa Academy 
Rated No. 44 player in Alabama by 247Sports Composite... Played defensive end, 
linebacker, running back and tight end... Had 105 tackles and three sacks as a senior. 


Jason Cabinda 1B 6&1 240 @O6 — Flemington, NJ Hunterdon Central 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 33 player in New Jersey... Second-team All-State run- 
ning back and linebacker... Scored 49 touchdowns in three seasons. 


Christian Campbell DB 60 18 ©@© Phenix City, AL Central 
Rated No. 27 player in Alabama by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 
56 tackles, eight passes broken up and one interception. 


Koa Farmer $ 61 265 OOo Lake View Terrace,CA = Notre Dame HS 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 38 safety nationally and No. 41 player in California... 
All-State ... Had 62 tackles, four interceptions, two sacks and three fumbles caused. 


Mike Gesicki T 65 245 OGO6 Manahawkin, NJ Southem Regional 
Rated No. 6 tight end nationally and No. 6 player in New Jersey by 247Sports Composite... 
U.S. Army All-American... Had 83 receptions for 1,484 yards in final two seasons. 


Chris Godwin WR 62 25 OGO6 Middletown, DE Middletown 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 29 wide receiver nationally and No. 1 player in 
Delaware... Selected for Under Armour All-American Game... As a senior, had 55 
receptions for 1,200 yards and 17 touchdowns... Gatorade 2012 Delaware Player of the 
Year. 


ITTANY LIONS RECRUITING 2014 Ege era 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


66660 
OOO06 
66000 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 24 


Big Ten: 3 


2az7srorr= COMPOSITE 
2015 NEEDS: 


As Penn State builds its roster back to 85 after suffer- 
ing NCAA sanctions, the Nittany Lions need a little of 
everything, but offensive line will be the main focus 
with James Franklin and his staff aiming for five. 
Defensive end and defensive back are two other spots 
at which Penn State is thin. 


Johnathan Thomas 
An injury kept the 
Danvers (Mass.) 
St. John’s Prep run- 
ning back from seeing 
his stock sore as a 
senior, but the former 
Maryland commit has 
all the tools to be a 
eet player at Penn 
tate. Rushed for 
1,794 yards and 15 
touchdowns as a 
junior in a champion- 
ship season. An in- 
between the tackles 
runner that can get 
the tough yards, and 
finds his top-end 
speed quickly. 


By Steve Wiltfong 


Pos Ht WI Stars Hometown 


Grant Haley DB 510 18 O00 Atlanta, GA 
Rated No. 46 cornerback nationally and No. 54 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... Helped team to state title as a senior... Had six interceptions. 


Trace McSorley QB 60 19 GOO = Ashbum, VA Briar Woods 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 17 dual-threat quarterback nationally and No. 20 player in 
Virginia, .. All-State on offense and defense. 


Michael O'Connor QB 65 228 GOO _ Oitawa, Ontario, Canada IMG Academy (FL) 
Enrolled in January... Rated No. 14 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 34 
player in Florida by 247Sports Composite... Selected for Under Armour All-American 
Game. 


Amani Oruwarlye 0B 61 18 OOO  Tampa,Fl Gaither 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 64 cornerback nationally... As a senior, had 47 
tackles, four interceptions and nine passes broken up... Blocked four punts. 


Troy Reeder B 62 235 6060 Wilmington, DE Salesianum School 
Rated No. 22 inside linebacker nationally and No. 2 player in Delaware by 247Sports 
Composite... Two-time All-State... Delaware Defensive Player of the Year. 


Nick Scott RBG 19 OOO Fairfax, VA Fairfax 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 22 athlete nationally and No. 19 player in Virginia... 
As a senior, had 1,582 yards rushing on 182 carries. 


Chance Sorrell Oo 66 270 OG Middletown, 0H Middletown 


Rated No. 46 offensive tackle nationally and No. 64 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 15 receptions for 208 yards and three touchdowns as a senior. 


Johnathan Thomas RB §&11 220 O©O@ _ Danver,MA St John's Prep 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 38 running back nationally... As a junior, had 1,794 
yards rushing and 15 touchdowns on 220 carries. 


DeAndre Thompkins WR 60 175 GOOO Hubert, NC Swansboro 
Enrolled in January... Rated No. 36 wide receiver nationally and No. 10 player in 
North Carolina by 247Sports Composite... Played in Under Armour All-American 
Game. 


Antoine White DL 62 280 O00  Millville,NJ Millville 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite ranked No. 48 defensive tackle nationally 
and No. 19 player in New Jersey. 


Daquan Worley DB 510 18 O00 Coatesville Coatesville 
Rated No. 41 cornerback nationally and No. 17 player in Pennsylvania by 247Sports 
Composite... Suffered knee injury in late October and missed remainder of senior 
season. 


Chasz Wright OL 67 310 OGG Woodbridge, VA Milford Academy 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite ranked No. 3 prep school offensive tackle 


nationally... Helped team compile 2,247 yards rushing and 18 touchdowns. 


2014 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 167 


NITTANY LIONS SPRING ROSTER 


Anthony Alosi 
Ryan Ammerman 


Hometown 
Marlton, NJ 


No. Name 


23 Ryan Keiser 


Hometown 


Selinsgrove 


West Chester 


2 Jake Kiley 


Adrian Amos 
Richy Anderson 
Deshawn Baker 


Baltimore, MD 
Frederick, MD 


Plymouth, NH 


38 _Ben Kline 


Silver Valley 


61 Zach Ladonis 


Nescopeck 


Philadelphia 


55 Wendy Laurent 


Hamilton, NJ 


Matthew Baney 


State College 


Deion Barnes 


Philadelphia 


Tarow Barney 


Gainesville, FL 


Brad Bars 
Brandon Bell 


Nashville, TN 
Mays Landing, NJ 


Sicklerville, NJ 


Drew Boyce 


Olathe, KS 


Adam Breneman 
Kyle Carter 


. Mechanicsburg 


Bear, DE 


Cole Chiappialle 


Beaver Falls 


Adam Cole 
Sean Corcoran 
Curtis Cothran 
Parker Cothren 
Hunter Crafford 
D.J. Crook 


Belle Vernon 
Bourbonnais, IL 
Newtown 

Huntsville, AL 
Greenville, NC 

West Barnstable, MA 


Da'Quan Davis 


Baltimore, MD 


Jesse Della Valle 
Tom Devenney 


Pittsburgh 
Lititz 


Miles Diefenbach 


Pittsburgh 


Derek Dowrey 


So. 
Jr. 
So. 
So. 
Fr. 
Fr. 
Fr, 
Fr. 
Fr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Fr 
Sr. 
So. 


Winchester, VA 


Jordan Dudas 


= 
= 


Lake City 


Sam Ficken 


Valparaiso, IN 


Brian Gaia 
Kasey Gaines 
Evan Galimberti 
Gregg Garrity 


Pasadena, MD 
Lawrenceville, GA 


State College 


Pittsburgh 


Adam Geiger 


Dillsburg 


Chris Geiss 


Malvem 


Malik Golden 
Chris Gulla 
Christian Hackenberg QB 


Hartford, CT 


Toms River, NJ 


Palmyra, VA 


Jack Haffner FB 


State College 


Albert Hall 


Warwick, NY 


DaeSean Hamilton 


Fredericksburg, VA_ 


Colin Harrop 


Sinking Spring 


Mike Hull 


zle|z\¢ le le |= le |= \¢ |g |= |= /¢ |e |s 


Murrysville 
Canonsburg 


Charles Idemudia 


Detroit, MI 


T 
ii 
s 
Carter Henderson LB 
LB 
LB 
TE 


Jesse James 


Glassport 


Austin Johnson oT 


Galloway, NJ 


|B |B jm (S/S [8 [N/M |S |S |S [S/o |S |N |S |S |S |S |S |S |B |S [SB | |S |S 


Brandon Johnson RB 


Harrisburg 


7 Geno Lewis 


Wilkes-Barre 


9 Jordan Lucas 


New Rochelle, NY 


22 Akeel Lynch 


Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


71 Brendan Mahon 


Randolph, NJ 


66 Angelo Mangiro 


Roxbury, NJ 


13 Jesse Merise 


Hillside, NJ 


95 Carl Nassib 


West Chester 


59 Andrew Nelson 


Hershey 


15 Michael O'Connor 


Ottawa, Ontario 


86 C.J, Olaniyan 
89 Tom Pancoast 


Warren, Ml 
West Chester 


17_Dad Poquie 


Philadelphia 


16 Devin Pryor 
22 = T.J. Rhattigan 
34 Dominic Salomone 


. San Bernardino, CA 
Naperville, IL 
Dillsburg 


94 Evan Schwan 


Harrisburg 


90 Garrett Sickels 


Red Bank, NJ 


24 Anthony Smith 
47 Brandon Smith 


Dover, NJ 
Winfield 


76 Donovan Smith 


Owings Mills, MD 


12 _ Jordan Smith 


Washington, DC 


88 Tyrone Smith 


Pittsburgh 


67 Andrew Terlingo G 
3 DeAndre Thompkins WR 


Coopersburg 


Hubert, NC 


36 DeronThompson RB 


Lititz 


49 Brian Tomasetti 


Old Forge 


83 Luke Vadas 


Hunting Valley, OH 


25 Von Walker 


Mill Hall 


88 Jonathan Warner 


Camas, WA 


5 _Nyeem Wartman 


Philadelphia 


16 Austin Whipple 


Wexford 


Antoine White 


Millville, NJ 


50 Mike Wiand 


Mifflinburg 


11 Brent Wilkerson 


gig |= |= |e |e |g |x |m |s |= |= |e |g |¢ 


Clinton, MD 


10 Trevor Williams 
8 Gary Wooten 


oc 
ba 


Baltimore, MD 
Miami, FL 


77 Chasz Wright 


Woodbridge, VA 


44 Tyler Yazujian 


Royersford 


80 Matt Zanellato 


Burke, VA 


aiglaisisielals\slelsisiais|° 


98 Anthony Zettel 


West Branch, MI 


28 Zach Zwinak 


Frederick, MD 


NOTEBOOK 


James Franklin and Bill O’Brien worked together 
on Ralph Friedgen’s staff at Maryland in 2003-04. 

So it’s no surprise that Franklin reached out to 
O'Brien when he was hired as Penn State head coach 
in January to succeed O’Brien, who left to become 
head coach of the NFL's Houston Texans. 

“Considering the fact that me and Billy O'Brien are 
good friends and worked together at Maryland,” 
Franklin said, “he gave me very honest feedback about 
what was going on and what to expect (at Penn State).” 

Franklin didn’t detail what he and O’Brien dis- 
cussed, but he made it clear that O’Brien was helpful. 

“| had a lot of conversations with him ahead of 
time” Franklin said, “and have had a lot of conversa- 
tions with him since. | feel | had a pretty good picture 
of what we were signing up for ahead of time. 

“| couldn't be more excited about being here and 
about where we're going.” 

*Linebacker Mike Hull said he was impressed 
by some of his teammates on defense during spring 
practice. 

“Gary Wooten is the one guy who jumps out right 
away,” Hull said of the sophomore middle linebacker. 
“He's improved so much.” 

Wide receiver Geno Lewis said he was 
impressed with freshman wide receiver DeAndre 
Thompkins, who enrolled in January and who's 
expected to see playing time on offense and spe- 
cial teams. 

“He's really fast,” Lewis said. “He’s shown some 
flashes this spring. | think he’s going to be a really 
good player. I’m excited for him. | think he’s going to 
do really well.” 

Penn State hadn't used the Wildcat formation 
on offense since the 2012 TicketCity Bow! against 
Houston before the Nittany Lions ran it several times 
in the Blue-White Game. 

Offensive coordinator John Donovan said he and 
Franklin used the Wildcat during their three seasons 
at Vanderbilt. 

“That will be part of our offense,” Franklin said. 
“How much? I’m not sure. It depends on how camp 
goes. | think it makes sense. We've had a lot of suc- 
cess with it in the past.” 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“The limited numbers because of probation 
really jump out at you in the offensive line and at 
linebacker. 


GP Effic Cmp Aug/6 “So here's the problem. That offensive line is 
WD ‘PASSING Chenane, vee oh Cia just average to good. They really don’t want to be 
= ‘ : ; an offense that runs the quarterback, because 
< GP No. Yards their greatest resource is (Christian) Hackenberg. 
rd) Latent oe nd Ni And yet they don’t have an offensive line where 

RECEIVING B. Felder 11 28 «312 . 

a J. James 12 «25 «333 they can just move people out. So the conflict is, 
<q poscddsssabbrbenstdicht bb obshbassssebresesesashsh bobunnadeseasbubosegsesteobiscewessasabbobheddsep st} bbuvssssarussppscned ¢sabbbaccucssodessbbose how much can they get Hackenberg involved in 
5 6P Att. Gain 3 
ren Z, Zwinak 12 210 1004 the run game? 
| RUSHING B. Belton ti 157 828 «625 «803 “So far Franklin is over the top. | think it's just a 
ad BE amd» Penee tM aera eee Ma see Se nis matter of time, when he gets to 85 scholarships, 
QO Tackles: G, Carson 90, M. Hull 78, J, Lucas 65 that he may match Ohio State’s talent.” 
za DEF, LEADERS Tackles for loss; D. Jones 11.5, C.J. Olaniyan 11, A. Zettel 6 


Sacks: C.J. Olaniyan 5, A. Zettel 4, two tied with 3 
Interceptions; J. Lucas 3, R. Keiser 3, T. Williams 2 


— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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out there. He was all about the team. 
He was working super hard.” 

Anthony Zettel moves inside from 
end to tackle, where he will join starter 
Austin Johnson. The Lions have depth 
at all four spots. 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


“We have a little bit better depth on QB Christian Hackenberg 
the defensive side of the ball, especially Named Big Ten Freshman 
up front, kind of where the game is ‘ chines Sane re 

Seah : Re he ae ompleted 58.9 percent o' 
played,” Franklin said. “I think the his passes for 2,955 yards 


defensive line is the position where we 
have the most talent.” 

At linebacker, Hull moves to the 
middle and probably will be flanked 
by Brandon Bell and Nyeem Wartman. 
Hull, the top returning tackler after he 
made 78 last year, has become a more 
vocal leader. 

Three starters return in the second- 
ary: Amos, Lucas and safety Ryan Keiser. 
Trevor Williams, who made six starts 
last year and had two interceptions, 
probably will start at corner with Lucas. 

“] think Adrian Amos has as unique 
of a skill set as I’ve ever been around,” 
Shoop said. “If he makes the commit- 
ment to do it, he could be the best 
defensive back or safety in all of college 
football next season.” 

Shoop said the defense “far exceed- 
ed” what he expected in the spring. 

“The buy-in has been incredible,” 
Shoop said. 


and 20 touchdowns with 10 
interceptions. ... Started 
every game and threw for 
third-most passing yards in 
Penn State history. ... Posted 
four 300-yard games. ... Finished the season by com- 
pleting 21 of 30 passes for 339 yards and four TDs in 
win at Wisconsin. ... Rated the No. 1 QB for 2016 draft 
by NFLDraftScout.com. 


EMERGING STAR 

CB Jordan Lucas 

The junior received All-Big 
Ten honorable mention honors 
in his first season as a starter. 
... Tied for third in the Big Ten 
with 16 passes defended, 
including 13 break-ups. ... 
His three interceptions set up 
touchdowns. ... Was third on 
team with 64 tackles, includ- 
ing a team-high 45 solo stops. ... Had 4.5 tackles for 
loss and forced two fumbles. 


“We've stepped up our aggression. 
Coach Shoop has done a good job of 
putting in the mindset that we’ll be the 
most physical defense in the Big Ten.” 

Penn State’s defense has a lot of 
room for improvement after finishing 
eighth in the conference in total yards 
allowed and seventh in points allowed. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


Seem eee eee Ree Hee E eee EH EEE EEE EEE EEE SHEE EEE EE EEE EEE EEEEEEE HEHEHE EEE EE EEE EEE EEEEEEEEHE EEE EE EEE EEE EE EEEEEEEEEEE SEES EEE SHEE EEE HEHEHE HEHEHE EEE EE EEE EE EEE EE EE eEeeEe 


Seven starters return on that side of SPECIAL TEAMS WR DeAndre Thompkins 
the ball, led by linebacker Mike Hull, end Franklin and his staff have made Four-star player was rated as 
CJ. Olaniyan and safety Adrian Amos. special teams a point of emphasis — TOth-best prospect in North 

Olaniyan, who led the team with five and for good reason. ein Bee seer ned wale 

receiver in the nation last sea- 
sacks, will be joined by Deion Barnes, The Nittany Lions finished no better son, according to 247Sports’ 
whose numbers dropped off last year than 10th in the Big Ten last season in Composite rankings. ... Rushed 
after he was named the Big Ten Fresh- net punting, kickoff coverage, kickoff for 699 yards and had 269 
man of the Year in 2012. returns and field goal percentage. receiving yards as a senior. ... 

“T think Deion got a lot of criticism Sam Ficken ee for his third Se ue hi cttloond in the 40-yard dash... 
early on because he had such a great season as Penn State’s kicker. He made Chose Penn State over many big offers, including Clemson, 
freshman year,” fellow defensive end seven of his first eight field goal at- North Carolina, North Carolina State, Notre Dame, 

Brad Bars said. “He was doing his job tempts last year before slumping and Tennessee and West Virginia. 


2011 RANKINGS 2012 RANKINGS 2013 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND RESULTS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PER GAME 75, 4-4 
Scoring 19.3 110 | Scoring 29.1 Scoring 28.7 W vs, Syracuse (East Rutherford) 23-17 
Rushing 165.4 46 Rushing 143.9 Rushing 174.0 W EASTERN MICHIGAN = 45-7 
Passing 177.0 96 Passing 273.6 Passing 259.2 L UCF 31-34 
Total 342.4 95 | Total 417.5 Total 433.2 KENT STATE 34-0 
at Indiana 24-44 
MICHIGAN (OT) 43-40 
at Ohio State 14-63 


Ww 
L 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PER GAME DEFENSE PER GAME w 
e 
WwW ILLINOIS (OT) 24-17 
L 
WwW 
L 
W 


Scoring 16.8 5 Scoring 19.1 Scoring 26.2 
Rushing 133.3 42 Rushing 128.4 Rushing 144.0 
Pass 190.6 17 Passing 225.0 Passing 237.3 


Total 323.9 20 | Total 353.4 Total 381.3 at Minnesota 10-24 


PURDUE 45-21 
NEBRASKA (OT) 20-23 
at Wisconsin 31-24 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK | TO MARGIN PER GAME TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+1 + 0.08 49 +9 +0.75 -2 - 0.2 T-74 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 
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Hull Stepping Up 
As Vocal Leader 


ike Hull considers himself a quiet guy. 

But he knew he had to change when new 
Penn State coach James Franklin moved him to 
middle linebacker at the start of spring practice. 

Hull recalled the kind of leader Michael Mauti 
was when he played middle linebacker for the 
Nittany Lions in 2012. 

“I'm trying to get to the point where Mauti 
was,” Hull said, “expecting a lot from guys, 
and being intense and vocal out there every 
single day. 

“I’ve learned a lot on how to be an effective 
vocal leader. It’s really starting to show.” 

Hull has been productive since he was a 
sophomore playing behind Mauti, Gerald Hodg- 
es and Glenn Carson. He had four sacks, two 
fumble recoveries and an interception and was 
an outstanding special-teams player as a re- 
serve in 2012. 

Much was expected from him last year until 
he suffered a knee injury in the season opener 
against Syracuse. He missed two games, and 
parts of two others, and wore a brace the rest of 
the season, but he still finished as Penn State’s 
second-leading tackler with 78. 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


worth at punter. 


Mike Hull 
Photo by Matthew O'Haren-USA TODAY Sports 7 
> a ae 


knee last year.” 


and aligning the defensive line. 


“Last year | was a lead-by-example guy,” : 
Hull said. “That’s how I’ve been my whole ca- : 
reer. Now | realize that | have to step up and : 
talk and let everybody know where they need : 


to be. 


“That's been the hardest transition. | think it’s 
gone really well the last couple weeks (of spring : 


practice).” 


Hull, who succeeds Carson as the middle 
linebacker, likely will be flanked by Brandon : 
Bell and Nyeem Wartman. He’s helped the Lions : 


adjust to a new scheme and new terminology. 


“| give credit to Mike Hull, who is like the cap- 
tain of the defense,” said defensive coordinator : 


Bob Shoop. 


Hull, who’s an outstanding student in finance, : 


said he wants to put last year behind him. 


“| try not to dwell on the past because you : 
really can’t control that stuff (injuries),” he : 
said. “| have one more year left and that’s all : 


that matters.” 


finishing the season 15 of 23. Chris 
Gulla, a redshirt freshman, is the lead- 
ing candidate to succeed Alex Butter- 


Jesse Della Valle has turned into 


a reliable punt returner. He finished 
? fourth in the Big Ten with 8.7 yards 
: per punt return. Eugene Lewis and 
? true freshman DeAndre Thompkins 
: are the leading candidates to return 
: kickoffs. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Penn State will face six teams that 


? made bowl appearances in 2013, includ- 
: ing three that appeared in BCS bowls, 

: starting with the season opener against 
: Central Florida in Dublin, Ireland. 


The Nittany Lions return home to 


: play Akron before traveling to New 

: Jersey for Rutgers’ Big Ten debut, the 

? first of three prime-time games for them 
: this season. 


After a non-conference game against 


: Massachusetts, Penn State opens its 
: home slate in conference with a game 
: against Northwestern. 


The Lions have just two games in 


“| want to be more explosive and make : October — at Michigan and home 


more explosive plays this year,” Hull said. ; 28ainst Ohio State - because they get 


“| lost a lot of explosive movement with my : @ bye before each one. 


Penn State will play four conference 


Hull played on the strong side the last two ; 84™es in November (home against 
ey 5 . + Maryland and Michigan State and at 
years, but he was tried in the middle earlier : ; eee 
OF - : ., + Indiana and Illinois) and a non-confer- 
in his career. The biggest adjustment, he said, : ce 

; : > ence game against Temple. 
has been to be more talkative, making calls : 


— Rich Scarcella 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 30 vs. UCF (Dublin, Ireland) 12-1 
Sept. 6 AKRON 5-7 
Sept. 13 at Rutgers 6-7 
Sept.20 MASSACHUSETTS 1-11 
Sept.27 NORTHWESTERN 5-7 
Oct. 11 at Michigan 7-6 
Oct. 25 OHIO STATE 12-2 
Nov. 1 MARYLAND 7-6 
Nov. & at Indiana 5-7 
Nov. 15 TEMPLE 2-10 
Nov. 22 at Illinois 4-8 
Nov.29 MICHIGAN STATE 13-1 
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS | HUSKIES 


MAC rank: 2 Record: 12-2 MAC record: 8-1 (Ist, West) Stadium: Huskie Stadium (30,076) 


By Bob Narang 


Photo by Mike DiNovo-USA TODAY Sports 


“They've been on such a roll that 
| could see them coming back with 
a vengeance.” 
— Opposing MAC head coach 


HUSKIES at aGLANCE 


LOCATION: DeKalb, Ill. 

COACH: Rod Carey — At NIU and overall: 12-3, I-plus year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bob Cole 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Niemann 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE; 2012 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2007 
RETURNING STARTERS: 14, 8 offense, 5 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: Q8 Matt Mcintosh, RB Akeem Daniels, 
RB Cameron Stingily, WR Da'Ron Brown, WR Tommylee Lewis, 
LT Tyler Loos, LB Jamaal Bass, LB Boomer Mays, SS Marlon Moore 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Whoever is named the starting quar- 
terback inherits a talented and experienced offensive line and 
several playmakers on offense. The running back spot is probably 
the deepest on the team. Mays and Bass headline a potentially 
underrated defense. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Quarterback is the huge question. 

The defense lacks an experienced playmaker in the secondary or 
front four. The non-league schedule doesn't help, with consecu- 
tive road games against Northwestern, UNLV and Arkansas 
following the season opener. 


OFFENSE 

Without Jordan Lynch at quarterback, the offense 
takes on a completely different identity. 

Lynch threw for 2,892 yards and 24 touchdowns 
last season, also rushing for 1,920 yards and 23 
touchdowns. He finished third in the Heisman 
Trophy race. 

The Huskies’ new quarterback, whether it turns 
out to be Matt McIntosh, Drew Hare or Anthony 
Maddie, must deal with unreal expectations after the 
Huskies’ run of successful quarterbacks that started 
with Chandler Harnish. 

Coach Rod Carey utilized all three quarterbacks 
in the spring with the first-team offense, but they all 
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struggled in the spring game. Carey indicated 
he wouldn’t name a starter until close to the 
season opener. 

Despite the uncertainty at quarterback, the of- 
fense has enough talented pieces to collectively fill 
Lynch’s huge shoes. The backfield is poised to take 
on a bigger role with numerous talented runners. 

Cameron Stingily rushed for 1,119 yards last sea- 
son, but he will be challenged by Akeem Daniels, 
who returns from a foot injury. With four returning 
starters up front, the Huskies will have a mature 
and talented offensive line to provide a lifeline for 
the quarterback. 

Seniors Tommylee Lewis and Da’Ron Brown 
headline a quality group of wide receivers. Lewis 
led the team with 86 receptions last season, while 
Brown had a team-high 752 yards receiving and nine 
touchdown catches. 


DEFENSE 

After losing all four starters, the Huskies’ front 
four will be light on experience. NIU, coming off 
a 34-sack season, is counting on defensive ends 
Jason Meehan and Perez Ford to adapt quickly to 
expanded roles. 

Donovan Gordon and Mario Jones give the 
defense quality size in the middle of the line. The 
linebackers are very active and will be the strength 
of the defense, led by Jamaal Bass (87 tackles last 
season) and Boomer Mays (82). 

The Huskies allowed 25.1 points and 263.1 pass- 
ing yards per game last season. Those numbers 
might go up due to losing first-team All-MAC 
safety Jimmie Ward and both starting cornerbacks. 

Marlon Moore was shifted from corner to safety, 
and Paris Logan and Anthony Brooks have the 
tough job of manning the corners as new starters. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Don’t underestimate the loss of senior kicker 
Mathew Sims, who made several clutch field goals 
in his career. Senior punter Tyler Wedel, who 
averaged 40.4 yards per punt last season, is slated 
to add the field-goal kicking duties, along with the 
kickoff job. 


OVERVIEW 

The Huskies missed out on a possible second- 
straight BCS bowl bid with a loss to Bowling Green 
in the MAC title game, and then lost to Utah State 
in a bowl game. Now comes life without Lynch. Un- 
like last season, when Lynch was a one-man show, 
the Huskies should be more balanced on offense. 
The league schedule isn’t overwhelming, and might 
be the perfect tonic to aid NIU’s quest for a repeat 
trip to Detroit. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DB Deion Hallmon: A three-star recruit from 
Florida, Hallmon was a last-minute surprise signing, 
turning down other numerous offers, including one 
from Syracuse. Hallmon has good size and reported 
4.4 speed. He could help right away at corner. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


2013 RANKINGS 


Sebrire 
Matt Mcintosh 
. Cameron Stingily* 
FB Rob Sterling 
WR 
WR 
TE 
LT 


DEFENSE 
DE Jason Meehan 
oT Mario Jones 
Donovan Gordon 
Perez Ford 
Jamaal Bass* 
Boomer Mays* 
LB Jamaal Payton 
cB Anthony Brooks 
cB Paris Logan* 
ss Marlon Moore* 
FS Dechane Durante* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 26 | Tyler Wedel 
P 26 | Tyler Wedel* 


*Retuming starter 


o 


3232 


wu 
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PRESBYTERIAN 

at Northwestern 

at UNLV 

at Arkansas 

KENT STATE 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
MIAMI (OH) 

at Eastern Michigan 


Aug. 28 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 11 


at Ball State 
TOLEDO 

at Ohio 

at Western Michigan 


30-27 
45-35 
43-39 
55-24 
38-24 
27-20 

38-17 
59-20 
63-19 
48-27 

35-17 
33-14 


at lowa 
at Idaho 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
at Purdue 
at Kent State 
AKRON 
at Central Michigan 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Massachusetts 
BALL STATE 
at Toledo 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
MAC Championship Game 
vs. Bowling Green 
Poinsettia Bowl 
vs. Utah State 


SVS SS Ss. SS \= 


27-47 


14-21 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
39.6 
297.2 
222.6 


519.8 


RANK 


PER GAME 
25.1 
151.7 
263.1 
449 


TO MARGIN 
+13 


PER GAME 
+0.9 
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For more coverage of the Boilermakers, visit purdue.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Shoop 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
West Lafayette, Indiana 


2013; 
1-11 overall, 0-8 Big Ten (6th, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Darrell Hazell — At Purdue: 1-11, 1 year; 
overall: 17-21, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
15; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Danny Etling, RB/WR Akeem Hunt, 
RB Raheem Mostert, WR Danny Anthrop, 
DE Ryan Russell, DE Jalani Phillips, 

S Landon Feichter, CB Frankie Williams 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS; 

In Hunt, Mostert, Anthrop and Etling, Purdue 
will have speed and playmaking ability on 
offense. Russell and Phillips should be able 
to regularly pressure quarterbacks from the 
end position. Feichter, Williams and Anthony 


Brown give Hazell three returning secondary 
starters who like to hit. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The offensive line was a problem for Purdue 
in 2013, and while Robert Kugler is a very 
good center, the other starters have not 
added a lot to the program yet. Converted 
QB Sean Robinson is a functional linebacker, 
but he has very little experience around him. 
Punting also could be a problem. 


KEY LOSSES: 
QB Rob Henry, LB Will Lucas, CB Ricardo 
Allen, P Cody Webster 


OVERVIEW: 

With a much softer September schedule, a 
second year in Hazell’s system and improved 
potential on offense, Purdue has a chance to 
get off to a quick start and build much-need- 
ed confidence. The Sept. 27 game against 
lowa and the Oct. 4 contest at Illinois should 
give a good read on how many strides this 
team can make. Realistically, it probably will 
be 2015 before Purdue is relevant again in 
the Big Ten, maybe longer. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Hudson 


STADIUM: Ross-Ade: 62,500 


Harder Edge, Softer Schedule Helps Boilermakers 


ive it. Learn it. Love it. 
ie After a season in which his first 

Purdue team struggled horribly in 
compiling a 1-11 record, including a 10- 
game losing streak after beating Indiana 
State on Sept. 7, coach Darrell Hazell 
established that motto for his Boiler- 
makers entering the 2014 season. 

It would be an understatement to say 
there really is only one way for this pro- 
gram to go after finishing last in the Big 
Ten scoring (14.9 points a game) and 
next-to-last in scoring defense (38.0). 

Hazell, who came to West Lafayette 
after two seasons at Kent State, received 
a six-year contract when he replaced 
Danny Hope in December of 2012. He 
might need quite a bit of that con- 
tract to even remotely remind Purdue 
football fans of the days when former 
coach Joe Tiller had quarterbacks Drew 
Brees and Kyle Orton leading a prolific 
offense that was nicknamed, “Basketball 
On Grass.” 

The live-it, learn-it and love-it ap- 
proach seems to be a hit among this 
relatively young team that was pounded 
by margins of 35, 31, 31, 37, 56, 24, 24 
and 20 points among those 11 defeats. 

“The biggest thing is that you want to 
see them to play with some passion and 
some energy,” Hazell said. “I like our 
guys’ willingness to listen and get better 
at each and every practice.” 

It may be baby steps in Hazell’s sec- 
ond season, although returning starting 
center Robert Kugler saw lots of progress 
in spring practice. 

“One of the biggest things is that 
we really have come together,” Kugler 
said. “We are playing better with each 
other. Last year, we still were flying by 
the seat of our pants. Now, we have had 
a full year to be in the offense and the 
defense. It is night and day.” 


As he watched his team in spring 
practice, Hazell liked a significant im- 
provement in effort. 

“A big thing is how well they run to 
the ball,” Hazell said. “That is the best 
part of the attitude. I think they are 
playing a lot more confident right now. 
Maybe it is because they are one year 
into the scheme. Maybe it is because 
they feel better about themselves. 

“Maybe they feel better about the 
coaching staff. They are playing a lot 
more relaxed. They are making a lot 
more plays than they did last year. I like 
their attitude.” 

But is attitude enough to push Purdue 
out of the basement in so many Big Ten 
statistical categories? 

While the 2014 schedule is a bit 
softer, the Boilermakers have a long way 
to go on each side of the ball. 


OFFENSE 


In hopes of taking advantage of the 
speed of senior running backs/wide 
receivers Akeem Hunt and Raheem 
Mostert and junior wide receiver 
Danny Anthrop, Hazell does not try 
to hide the fact Purdue will attempt 
to make opponents defend the field’s 
width. 

That probably is a really good idea, 
considering Purdue was last in Big Ten 
rushing with only 805 total yards in 12 
games. Michigan was next-to-last in Big 
Ten rushing with 1,634 yards. 

Hunt led Purdue in rushing last sea- 
son with 464 yards and was the No. 2 
receiver with 38 catches for 340 yards. 
Mostert is the 2014 Big Ten Indoor Track 
champion in the 60 and 200 meters. 

Anthrop, who missed the season’s 
first two games with a knee injury, 
averaged a team-leading 18.4 yards 
per reception. 


www.lindyssports.com 2014 


Danny Etling 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


Sophomore Danny Etling, replaced 
graduated senior Rob Henry as the start- 
ing quarterback in midseason, passed 
for 1,690 yards, 10 touchdowns and 
only seven interceptions as a freshman. 

“We continued to get better through- 
out the spring and have shown a lot of 
progress,” Etling said. “Our running backs 
are better, and our receivers have done a 
better job blocking downfield. We have 
done a good job distributing the ball.” 

The offensive line returns starters 
Kugler and guard Jason King, but it 
could be a problem area. 

“There are some guys who have sur- 
prised us in a good way,” Hazell said. 

“(Tackle) J.J. Prince has really done a 
nice job. He has been very solid. Jason 
King has gotten a whole lot better. He 
and Robert Kugler are working ex- 
tremely well together. Obviously, there 
are some other things we have to get 
shored up.” 


Anthrop has noticed the offense is 
challenging each other, which he says is 
a very good sign. 

“What I liked the most was how com- 
petitive we were in the spring,” Anthrop 
said. “We are going to be a lot more 
consistent in our ability to make plays 
than we were last year. We have a lot of 
different options in terms of being able 
to spread people out.” 

Hazell will use Hunt and Mostert 
together in most offensive sets and let 
them utilize their speed. 

“Tt is a heck of a weapon to have 
those two on the field,” Hazell said. 
“When you talk about pure speed and 
the ability to spread people out and get 
matchups with those guys, it is going to 
knock people out.” 


DEFENSE 


In ends Ryan Russell and Jalani Phil- 
lips, tackles Ra’Zahn Howard and Jake 


Replogle and safety Landon Feichter, 
Purdue has five established Big Ten 
players who could make opposing 
quarterbacks nervous. 

The group appears to be ready to 
make a big jump after allowing 41 
points or more seven times in 2013. 

“I am very proud of this defense, 
and one thing we always try to do is 
put something on the film that you are 
proud of,” Feichter said after the April 
12 spring game, during which he made 
seven tackles. “We are doing that as 
a defense. I am very eager to see if that 
carries over into the season.” 

Howard, a 6-4, 315-pound sopho- 
more, could have a breakout season 
after playing in the final six games in 
2013 when Hazell opted to burn his 
redshirt season. 

“I came into the spring in much 
better shape,” Howard said. “I showed 
an ability that I can dominate. | am 
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SCOUTING REPORT: 
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POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB _Danny Etling* So. Averaged 211.2 passing yards in eight games. Austin Appleby, So. 
RB Akeem Hunt* Sr.___ Leading rusher in 2013 with 464 yards, Keyante Green, Fr. 
RB Raheem Mostert Sr. Averaged 4.2 yards a carry in spring game. Brandon Cottom, Sr. 
WR _ Danny Anthrop* Jr. Caught 17 passes for 313 yards last year. Shane Mikesky, Jr. 
WR DeAngelo Yancey* So. Caught 32 passes for team-best 546 yards in ‘13. Cameron Posey, So. 
TE _Dolapo Macarthy Sr. __ Will return from a serious shoulder injury. Gabe Holmes, Sr. 

LT _ Jason Tretter Fr. A 6-6, 300-pounder with lots of potential. Joey Warburg, So. 
LG Jordan Roos* So. A Texan who gained experience as a freshman. Cameron Cermin, So. 
C Robert Kugler* Jr. Most experienced and talented of the linemen. Kirk Barron, Fr. 

RG Jason King* So.  Gota rare opportunity to start as a freshman. Charlie Long, Fr. 

RT J. Prince So. Possibly team’s most improved player in spring. Joey Warburg, So. 
PK __ Paul Griggs* Jr. Made 6 of 12 field goal attempts and 21 of 22 PATs. Thomas Meadows, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Ryan Russell* Sr. 
DT  Ra’Zahn Howard So. 
NG Jake Replogle So. 
DT —_ Ryan Watson Jr. 
DE —_Jalani Phillips* Sr. 
LB Sean Robinson* Sr. 
LB Joe Gilliam* Sr. 
CB Frankie Williams* Jr. 
CB Anthony Brown Jr. 
SS ___ Landon Feichter* Sr. 
FS __ Taylor Richards* Sr. 
P Paul Griggs Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


Had 35 tackles with 5.5 for losses last year. 
Impressive in spring after losing 40 pounds. 
Converted linebacker has made big strides, 

Came on late in the season, made eight tackles, 
Had four tackles for loss in 2013. 

Converted quarterback had 46 tackles last year. 
Made 31 tackles and broke up three passes in ‘13. 
Fourth-leading tackler with 61 last sesason. 
Second-leading tackler with 69 last year. 

Had 24 tackles and an interception last year. 
Third-leading tackler with 64 in 2013. 

Will look to replace Cody Webster's 43.5-yd average. 


Evan Panfil, So. 
Michael Rouse, Jr. 
Charles Ayres, Jr. 
Johnny Daniels, Fr. 
Antoine Miles, Fr. 
Jimmy Herman, So. 
Collin Link, Sr. 
Antoine Lewis, Sr. 
Leroy Clark, So. 
Robert Gregory, So. 
Austin Logan, So. 
Thomas Meadows, Jr. 
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jewel. The 6-5, 285- } 
pound Hedelin should : Robinson had a prolific: 
start from day one, + high school career, not 

: only as an all-state 
football player, but as 
a two-time wrestling H 
state champion and all- 
state discus and shot 
put thrower. He had 
31 tackles for loss and 
11 sacks as a senior. 


as a junior, however 
at Purdue he'll just 

be asked to be a dif- 
ference maker right 
away in the secondary. 
He had 32 tackles and 
three interceptions as 
a senior and brings 
nice size to the cor- 
nerback position. 


and comes in as the 
nation's No, 8 JC 
offensive tackle. i 
He is a native of 
Stockholm, Sweden. 


~ ‘ . 
<= i 
S : 
Le 
© david Hedelin Gelen Robinson Timothy Cason 
() Offensive line was Both linebackers _ i Plucked away from 
(the biggest need for Purdue signed, with : Western Michigan, the 
LL Purdue in this class JaWhaun Bentley : 6-1, 185-pound Cason 
and the four-star out being the other, could did everything for 
= ' {have a lot on their Clarkston (Mich.) 
of City College of San = plate right ; ranks . 
Francisco is the class West Lafayette. The High ina run toa 
= ‘ 6-2, 232-pound } state championship 
= 
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Pos Ht Wt = Stars 


Kirk Barron OL 6-3 200 ©O© Mishawaka 
Ranked No. 16 center nationally and No. 14 player in Indiana by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 89 pancake blocks and allowed no sacks. 


Hometown 


Ja'Whaun Bentley LB 6-2 232 O@© Hyattsville, MD DeMatha Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 46 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 23 
player in Maryland... All-Conference... Had 113 tackles, including 26 tackles for loss, 
four sacks and returned one interception for touchdown as a senior. 


David Blough QB 6-1 199 GOO Carrollton, TX Creekview 
Ranked No. 26 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 67 player in Texas by 
247Sports Composite... Led team to state playoffs as a senior... Scored 57 career 
touchdowns. 


Timothy Cason DB 6-1 185 ©©O© Clarkston, MI Clarkston 
247Sports Composite rated No. 15 player in Michigan... Helped team to state champi- 
onship... As a senior, had 39 receptions for 760 yards and six touchdowns, averaging 
19.49 yards per reception... Had 32 tackles and three interceptions. 


Cory Clements OL 6-8 375 O@© _ Birmingham, AL Mesa (AZ) 6C 
NJCAA second-team All-American... Ranked No. 30 junior college offensive tackle 
nationally by 247Sports Composite... Pass protected for offense that ranked No. 2 in 
passing yards nationally. 


Will Colmery DL 6-5 250 ©©© LaGrange Park,IL Nazareth Academy 
247Sports Composite rated No. 61 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 42 
player in Illinois... Had 38 tackles, including six tackles for loss, and 2.5 sacks as 
a senior. 


Cedric Dale DB 5-8 168 &O&© Carrollton, TX Hebron 
Ranked No. 124 player in Texas by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, averaged 7.8 
yards per rush, 13.8 yards per reception and scored five touchdowns... Averaged 34.5 
yards per kickoff return and 26 yards per punt return... Had 37 tackles, one intercep- 
tion and one fumble caused. 


Trae Hart 


WR 5-11 155 ©@©© Dallas, TX 
Helped team to 14-0 record and state championship in 2013... Averaged 19 yards per 
reception as a senior... As a junior, had 108 receptions for 2,044 yards and 
29 touchdowns. 


First Baptist Academy 


David Hedelin OT 6-5 285 O©@© Stockholm, Sweden City College of S.F. 
247Sports Composite rated No. 8 junior college offensive tackle nationally. 


ColeHerdman TE 6-4 225 G@@® Oakton, VA Flint Hill 
Ranked No. 64 player in Virginia by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All-State... As a 
senior, had 80 tackles, two sacks, three fumbles recovered and three interceptions... 
Averaged 10.92 yards per reception and scored seven touchdowns. 
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BOILERMAKERS RECRUITING 2014 Ege re 


Committments 
Average Stars 


OOOGS 
OOGOo ” 
OOOOS ? 


Total Stars 55 
National Rank: 68 


2azsronrs COMPOSITE 


Big Ten: 13 


Trae Hart 

The most explosive 
offensive weapon 
Purdue signed in 


2014, the 
Boilermakers were 2015 NEEDS: 
the only BCS pro- The Boilermakers are going to lose three running 


gram to offer the 
5-11, 155-pound Hart 
who scored six dif- 
ferent ways in a state 
championship run for 
Dallas (Texas) First 
Baptist Academy. Had 
a huge junior year 
with 2,044 yards 
receiving and 29 
touchdowns. 


backs and will look to sign two in 2015, with one 
being a bigger back that can eventually carry the 
load. Tight end and offensive line are also going to 
be areas of need for Darrell Hazell and company as 


they look to get Purdue back on track. 
By Steve Wiltfong 


Name Pos Ht Wt Stars 


Juan Jenkins DB 6-0 200 O@© Gainesville, FL 
247Sports Composite rated No. 105 safety nationally... Had 112 tackles, one intercep- 
tion and two fumbles caused as a senior. 


Hometown 


Kelwan Jones DL 6-2 265 ©©© Dunnellon, FL Dunnellon 
Ranked No. 113 defensive tackle nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 
89 tackles and eight sacks. 


D.J. Knox RB 5-9 200 O6G© Fairburn, GA Creekview 
247Sports Composite rated No. 119 running back nationally... All-State... Helped team 
to state championship... Had 1,479 yards rushing and 27 touchdowns as a senior. 


Austin McGehee P 6-1 200 G©© Pine Bluff, AR Pine Bluff 
Ranked No. 15 kicker nationally and No. 13 player in Arkansas by 247Sports 
Composite... Helped team to state championship game... As a senior, averaged 42.2 
yards per punt... Made 10 of 13 field goals attempted and 50 of 51 PATs... Had 56 
touchbacks on kickoffs. 


Martesse Patterson0L 6-5 320 ©@© Columbus, OH Marion-Franklin 
247Sports Composite rated No. 93 offensive tackle nationally and No. 68 player in Ohio. 


Gregory Phillips WR 6-0 188 O©© Lithonia, GA Arabia Mountain 
Honorable mention All-State... Had 37 receptions for 454 yards and seven touchdowns 
as a junior. 


Brandon Roberis DB 6-0 185 ©@@© Valdosta, GA Lowndes 
Ranked No. 112 cornerback nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 65 
tackles and five interceptions... Scored five offensive touchdowns. 


Gelen Robinson LB 6-2 232 O©@© St.John Lake Central 
247Sports Composite rated No. 28 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 9 
player in Indiana... Had 100 tackles, including 31 tackles for loss, and 11 sacks as 
a senior. 


Bearooz Yacoobi OL 6-5 280 O66 Dearborn, Ml Dearborn 
Ranked No. 35 player in Michigan by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, 
had 31 pancake blocks and zero sacks allowed. 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 175 


BOILERMAKERS SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


Pos, Ht Wt Cl, Hometown : Hometown Danny Etling appears to have an edge in keeping 
40 KendrickAdams FB 6-0 260 Sr. Lilburn, GA Robert Kugler 6-3 284 Jr Pittsburgh, PA his starting quarterback job, woven be wnt ¥ eee: 
P A son from Rob Henry, but competition in fall practices 


43. Jacob And TE 65 235 Fr Greenwood Anto 40 , 7 
care aa es seme =e oe Ha oe will be keen, with fellow sophomore Austin Appleby 
ence Hen BD bene 21S eet ety, 0 and true freshman David Blough pushing the incum- 


Austin Appleby QB 6-5 229 So. _North Canton, OH Austin Logan 190 So. _ Tallahassee, FL bent. 

Chuck Ayres D8 Peta aE SA Charlie Long 250_F. Poway, CA Blough graduated from Creekview High School 

Kirk Barron OG/C 6-3 295 _Fr. Mishawaka Dolapo Macarthy 220 _ Sr, Merrillville in Carrollton, Texas, in December so that he could 

John Bednar LS__63_220_ So. Valparaiso Bilal Marshall 182 _ So. Pembroke Pines, FL enroll at Purdue in January and take part in spring 

David Blough QB 6-1 195 Fr. Carrolton, TX_ Kyle Marzec 180 Jt. Fort Wayne drills. He was impressive all spring, capping it by 

Anthony Brown DB _ 5-11 182 _ Jt. Fampa, FL Thomas Meadows 182__ Jr. Maidens, VA passing for 147 yards and a touchdown to Danny 

sae’ Sint SE Ss SAE: ns Shane Mikesky ane Zionsville Anthrop in the spring game. 

“This is a kid who could still be in high school, 
Keith Byars il___'RB 6-10" 200 Fr. _“Boca Raton FL_ 9 _nan Montoroso 185 So. Saint Clairsville, OH but you have to be impressed with what he has 
voi bs Heal FL 85. Ryan Morris 248 So. __Bamegat,NJ_| come in here and done, learning the offense and 
Gomnoton Gorin” O68’ 900! * Sa, Comege Station: TX” "4: Rahsom Mostert: 11186 Sr. NewSmymaBeach,FL_ | — playing like he did in the spring game,” Etling said. 

= Leroy Clark BB) 108 Soh pay FL Langston Newton 6-4 265 So, Indianapolis Blough, playing for both teams, was 13 of 20 for 
on ee 185 Fr Arlington, TX 147 yards in the spring game. Anthrop was the lead- 
Brandon Cottom _RB 6-4 258 Sr. Newtown, PA 4 Luke Otley 10 186 Fr. Indianapolis ing receiver, finishing with five catches for 91 yards. 
ee ee ae en 6-4 240 So, NewLennox, IL e Fifth-year senior tight end Dolapo Macarthy 
seat oe SS eee GhleagOv te 59) Jalan Philips 260 Sr, Warmer Robbins, Ga | Suffered a severe shoulder injury during a scrim- 
i alae Sa A hk eel LE Rand 215 Fr Columbus, OH mage on April 5, but Hazell expects the 6-5 target 

ae eee ee ene Sarason Fase 182 So.  BocaRaton,f. | to be recovered and on the field when Purdue 
buen E de Bt Ju. Prince 288 So, Southlake, TX begins the season Aug. 30 against Western 

Ti Domhotf i 2S AES... Laren 0 60. Indianapolis Michigan in Ross-Ade Stadium. 

Cc EE erage 54. Jake Replogle 240 So. Contorvll, OH * Hazell will fee! a lot better when he knows 


Danny Etling QB 62 218 \ Terre Haute iar - A ‘ 
= 5 = who his likely starting offensive tackles will be 
Danny Ezechukwu LB 6-3 240 Fr Lithonia, GA Taylor Richards 192 Sr. Lake Mary, FL 


27 _Evan Feichter S60 187 So. Fort Wayne 
Landon Feichter S 6-0 189 Sr. Fort Wayne 
Andy James Garcia LB 6-0 220 Miami, FL 
Joe Gilliam (Bo 6-1 227 Sr __ Indianapolis _ 


Matt Burke __‘TE__6-6 220 _Fr._WestPalm Beach, FL_ 55 Antoine Miles 250 Fr Canton, OH 


Sean Robinson 240 St. __ Springfield, IL this geal , 
Jordan Roos 320 So, Celina, TX J.J. Prince may have gotten a leg up at right 


Michael Rouse ti 305 de Flossmoor, IL tackle in the spring, but left tackle is up for grabs 
Tre Rowe 170 Fr. Reynoldsburg, OH entering the fall. Redshirt freshman Jason Tretter 


(6-6, 300) may get a good shot in the fall, but 
Ryan Russell 275 Sr. Carrollton, TX 
= Bi Eee lana a ; Hazell said Tretter will have to get a lot stronger to 
Keyante Green RB 5-9 205 Fr McDonough, GA Jesse Schmitt 250_ Sr. Louisville, KY 9 m 


earn a spot. 
98 Will Schott 211 So. Greenwood 
2 a ee ee oe ¢ Sophomore safety Robert Gregory, 


a Chicago Simeon High School product, could be 
a big factor in the Purdue secondary in the fall 
after making some bone-jarring hits in spring 
practice, including a rugged tackle of Dolapo 
Macarthy that put the tight end on the injured 
list for three months. 


Robert Gregory _ 
7 Paul Griggs K 6-1 200 Jr Charlotte,nc_ «4 _dustin Sing 251_ Sr __Edgar, WI 
Jimmy Herman LB O64 «(220 y, Carmel 51_John Strauser 242 Fr. Champaign, IL 
Brian Hil CB 62 205 Fr —_—_—Martinsvile©—«25_~PhilTalor Te. Michigan City 
Gabe Holmes TE 65 243 Sr. Miramar,FL_ --20_Johnny Thompson 200 Fr Winder, GA 
Ra'Zahn Howard DT 6-4 315 So. _Dawsonville,GA_—17_Charles Torwudzo 215 Sr _—_—Brownsburg 
Garrett Hudson LB 6-3 230 Fr. Tallahassee, FL 76_Jason Tretter 300 Fr_ Richfield, OH 
Akeem Hunt RB 5-9 184 Sr. Covington, GA 77_Joey Warburg 21 So. Louisville, KY 
DaWan Hunte CB 5-10 180 Fr. Miami, FL 92_Ryan Watson 306 Jr. —_Ellicott City, MD 
Race Johnson =o DB s5-11 180 Fr. ___ Carmel 24 Frankie Williams 186 Jr Tampa, FL 
Jason King OL 63 300 y Little Rock, AR 28 David Yancey — 5-10 205 Fr. Schererville 
B.J, Knauf WR 5-10 183 So. _ Winter Haven, FL 80 DeAngelo Yancey WR 6-2 200 So, Atlanta, GA 


“They're redoing their offense. They were a 
pro team a year ago, but they look like they're 
moving toward the spread now. It appears that 
they're going to spread it out more, to use the 
talents of (Akeem) Hunt, (Dayln) Dawkins and 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 


i PASSING e aut i At Tat seth Bo be A bs ox (DeAngelo) Yancy. By formation, they're going to 
et try to create some creases for those fast guys. 
~ “They have some experience on defense and 
wn should be better. (Defensive coordinator) Greg 
= Hudson has done a very good job simplifying the 
qt defense and tailoring the scheme around the 
om] GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G players. 

im) RUSHING Leos a a ve aa rr 7c a , a sa “They're the most improved team from spring 
> D.Dawkins 12 32 123 #8 115 36 0 17 96 to spring. Of course, everybody says, ‘Well, how 
Wee Spe ba Shnds kanbb ghbcdbeah Mebattadsecs Cenk asvad sell Tatas thantvanebeebeordis vythpecnsccicouannsho0des si sacalbeuced dapehobanydte tetlawestuddaiss couldn't they be, they were terrible last year.’ It's 
5 Tackles: W, Lucas 73, A. Brown 69, T. Richards 64 not automatic. People think they had to get bet- 


Tackles for loss: B. Gaston 7, R. Russell 5.5, R. Ibarra 5 + 
DEF. LEADERS — <--4s: B, Gaston 3, R. Russell 2, C. Link 2, J. Phillips 2 ter, but not necessarily. ; 
Interceptions: R. Allen 6, F. Williams 2, five tied with 1 — Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Anthony Brown 
Photo by Steve Beyer 


getting better, although every day is a 
learning process. | am just soaking it all 
in. I have lost 40 pounds, and it hurt 
losing every pound. 

“Coming in as a freshman, I was 
out of shape. Coming in, I had the 
talent, but in college, you needed 
that endurance on every play. That 
was my main focus.” 

Feichter, a senior safety, is a unique 
combination of brains and brawn who 
is as fierce a competitor as anybody 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 26.9 
Rushing 181.6 
Passing 195.2 
Total 376.9 


28.7 
164.2 
238.5 
402.7 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PER GAME 
26.9 
174.9 
221.0 
395.9 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


31.2 
182.3 
233.9 
416.2 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+1 + 0.08 49 -2 - 0.15 
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2012 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


on the Purdue team. Several nagging 
injuries kept him out of five games, but 
Feichter did manage 24 tackles in the 
seven games in which he played. 

“Feichter has to be the quarterback 
of our defense on the back end,” Hazell 
said. “He has to get guys lined up, and 
then he has to bring a physical pres- 
ence. He is smart and is a great com- 
municator back there.” 

Cornerback Frankie Williams was 
Purdue’s fourth-leading tackler last 
season with 61 and he also intercepted 
two passes. Junior cornerback Anthony 
Brown also returns having made 69 
tackles, good for second-most on the 
team, but he’s not the lock-down 
corner Williams is. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior Paul Griggs is Purdue's return- 
ing placekicker, having made 6 of 12 
field-goal attempts and 21 of 22 extra 
points, but he could be in jeopardy of 
losing that job to fellow junior Thomas 
Meadows, who was more accurate dur- 
ing most spring practices. 

Meadows handled Purdue's kickoff 
duties in 2013, averaging 59 yards in 
37 attempts, including six touchbacks. 

If Meadows wins the placekicking job 
in the fall, Griggs may become Pur- 
due’s punter, replacing graduated Cody 
Webster, who averaged 43.5 yards in 70 
attempts, with 24 coming to rest inside 
the 20-yard line and 17 of more than 50 
yards. At times in 2013, Webster clearly 
was the Boilermakers’ most effective 
weapon. 

Purdue’s kickoff and punt returns 
also ended up a strength last year, 
with Akeem Hunt, Raheem Mostert 
and Frankie Williams doing most of 
the work. 


2013 RANKINGS 


RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
64 Scoring 14.9 119 
Rushing 67.1 122 
Passing 215.8 122 
Total 282.9 
RANK | DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
38.0 
235.4 
224.5 
459.9 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
69 -3 -0.3 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


DE Ryan Russell 

The fifth-year senior is ready 
to emerge as a Big Ten star 
defender after taking his 
game to the next level in 
spring practice. ... Had 35 
tackles, including 5.5 for loss, 
as a junior. ... Had 11 tackles 
and forced a fumble in the J 
spring game. ... Quick first step allows him to pressure 
offensive tackles and wear them out over the course of 
four quarters. ... Will be a fourth-year starter for the 
Boilermakers. 


EMERGING STAR 
RB/WR Akeem Hunt 
Returning senior starter led 

Purdue in rushing as a junior 

with 464 yards and was No, 2 

in receiving with 38 receptions 

for 340 yards. ... Also averaged 

26.1 yards on 24 kickoff 

returns, including a 99-yard 

return for a touchdown. ... Has 
excellent speed and a knack 

for making big plays, something Purdue needs more 

of this season. ... Averaged 8.0 yards on 42 carries 

as a sophomore. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


OT J.J. Prince 

The 6-6, 288-pound sopho- 
more pleasantly surprised 
coach Darrell Hazell in the 
spring at a position that has 
trouble written all over it for 
Purdue. ... Prince moves well 
and could help keep quarter- 
back Danny Etling healthy if 
he plays as well in the fall as 
he played in the spring. ... If he continues to do well, 
Prince likely will start at right tackle. 


RESULTS 
1-11, 0-8 


at Cincinnati 
INDIANA STATE 
NOTRE DAME 
at Wisconsin 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


7-42 
20-14 
24-31 
10-41 
24-55 

7-44 

0-14 

0-56 
14-38 
21-45 
16-20 
36-56 


at Michigan State 
OHIO STATE 
IOWA 
at Penn State 
ILLINOIS 


L 

W 

L 

L 

L 
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L 
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L 

L at Indiana 
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Meet Poster Child 
For Purdue Defense 


ifth-year senior defensive end Ryan Rus- 
F sell, at 6-5, 275 pounds, could be a man 
among boys this season in the Big Ten Confer- 
ence. 

Russell had a modest 35 tackles, including 
5.5 tackles for loss, in 12 games last season, but 
he probably was Purdue’s most improved and 
impressive player during spring practice, capped 
by a spring game in which he made 11 tackles, 
including 3.5 for loss, and forced a fumble. 

Now, the humble Russell is thrilled that Pur- 
due’s athletic marketing staff has featured him 
on this season’s Boilermaker football poster. 

“It definitely is a blessing,” Russell said. 
“When | came in for my freshman year, | saw 
the poster and saw Ryan Kerrigan on it. | felt 
it could be me one day. It is an honor for me. 

“There is responsibility with that, but there 
is nothing physical about running to the ball 
and giving it your all. That is all mental.” 

Kerrigan, a former Purdue standout de- 
fensive end, now is among the Washington 
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Ryan Russell 
Photo by Jeff Hanisch-USA TODAY Sports 


Redskins’ most productive defenders at line- : 


backer. 


Russell wants to have the kind of 2014 sea- : 
son that will position him to be drafted by an : 


NFL team. 


“| had a good spring in terms of just putting : 
everything together,” Russell said. “Having a : 


second year with this coaching staff has been 
great. For me, it is about concentrating on the 
small details. | want to fine tune my game 
a little bit more.” 


Purdue coach Darrell Hazell believes in : 


Russell's potential. 


“We challenged him going into the spring,” 
Hazell said. “He has responded. He needs to : 
be an impact player. If he can do that, it will 
be huge for us. If you can get a one-on-one ; 
pass rusher in the front line, that’s a pretty 


good weapon. 


“The biggest thing for Ryan right now is 
that he has to play with a motor every single : 
play. If he can give us three or four hard plays 
in a row and then get out for a blow, we can ; 
keep pressure on offensive tackles. He has 
to put some pressure on the quarterback’s : 


back side.” 


Hunt returned 24 kickoffs for an 
average of 26.1 yards, including one 
touchdown, and Mostert returned 11 
for an average of 23.5 yards, also with 
? a touchdown. Williams averaged 16.8 


? yards per return, although he had only 
? five opportunities. 


SCHEDULE ANALYIS 


: It has to be better for the Boilermak- 
? ers with Ohio State and Penn State 

? off the Big Ten schedule, replaced by 

: Minnesota and Northwestern. 

? A scheduling quirk is that Purdue 

: does not play at an opponent's venue 

: until the season’s sixth game at Illinois, 
: which barely defeated the Boilermakers 
? 20-16 in 2013. 

: Purdue opens with home games 

: against Western Michigan and Central 
: Michigan, then plays a neutral site 

: game Sept. 13 against Notre Dame in 

: Lucas Oil Stadium, the home of the 

; Indianapolis Colts. 

? The Boilermakers have Sept. 20 and 
: Sept. 27 home games against South- 

? ern Illinois and Iowa, respectively, 

: before facing Illinois on Oct. 4 in 

: Champaign. 

: The Boilermakers began the 2013 

: season at Cincinnati with a 42-7 loss 

: and never gained any confidence. 

: Even with a projected loss to Notre 

: Dame, Purdue could be 3-1 on Sept. 27 
: when it begins the Big Ten schedule. 


— Jeff Washburn 


_ SCHEDULE 


Date 13 Record 
Aug. 30 WESTERN MICHIGAN 1-11 
Sept.6 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 6-6 


Opponent 


Sept. 13 vs. Notre Dame (Indianapolis) 9-4 
Sept. 20 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 7-5 
Sept. 27 IOWA 8-5 
Oct. 4 at Illinois 4-8 
Oct. 11 MICHIGAN STATE 13-1 
Oct. 18 at Minnesota 8-5 
Nov. 1 at Nebraska 9-4 
Nov. 8 WISCONSIN 9-4 
Nov.22 NORTHWESTERN 5-7 
Nov. 29 at Indiana 5-7 
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OHIO | BOBCATS 


MAC rank: 7 Record: 7-6 


“The defense might be one of the bet- 
ter defenses we've had here with our 
depth and talent.” 

— Coach Frank Solich 


BOBCATS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Athens, Ohio 

COACH: Frank Solich — At Ohio: 67-50, 9 years; overall: 125-69, 
15 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Tim Albin, Scott Isphording 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jimmy Burrow 


68 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2008 
RETURNING STARTERS; 13; 4 offense, 8 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Derrius Vick, RB Daz’mond Patterson, 
WR Chase Cochran, LB Blair Brown, DE Tarell Basham, NG Antwan 
Crutcher, LB Ben Russell, S Josh Kristoff. 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Defense and special teams are the 
areas that possess the most experience and talent. Vick has a big 
burden in replacing QB Tyler Tettleton, but he shined late in the 
spring. His athleticism should be a plus for the offense. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Bobcats have a new quarterback 
and some holes along the offensive line that might spell trouble 
with three straight road games to start the season. The Bobcats 
have faded the last two seasons in the latter portion of the 
schedule, going a combined 2-6 in November. 


OFFENSE 

Players who carried the offense the past few years 
are gone, including quarterback Tyler Tettleton, 
running back Beau Blankenship and wide receiver 
Donte Foster. 

The Bobcats, who are certainly raw at several key 
positions, also underwent a makeover on the coaching 
staff. Frank Solich brought in former Toledo assistant 
coach Scott Isphording as co-offensive coordinator 
and hired Dave Johnson as offensive line coach. 

At quarterback, junior Derrius Vick and former 
walk-on J.D. Sprague are the main candidates. Vick 
played in 11 games last season, but threw just 
45 passes. An option threat, Vick’s running brings 


MAC record: 4-4 (T-3rd, East) 


a dimension that was missing in Tettleton’s three- 
year era. Whether Vick can lead a young offense 
with his arm is a big question mark. 

Junior Daz’mond Patterson, who rushed for 211 
yards last season, is a player to watch. After relying 
on a deep corps of wide receivers last season, the 
Bobcats are thin in that department, with senior 
Chase Cochran the top returnee. 

The line endured massive changes for most 
of last season until settling on a regular rotation. 
Several players missed spring practices with inju- 
ties, but the Bobcats have the experience to mold 
into a quality unit. 


DEFENSE 


The defense allowed 27.5 points per game a year 
ago and surrendered too many big plays, contribut- 
ing to the team’s late-season plunge. But the unit 
welcomes back eight starters and will be filled with 
depth along the line. 

Sophomore defensive end Tarell Basham col- 
lected 7.5 sacks while starting just five games last 
season, so expect his numbers to increase with 
added playing time and experience. 

The linebacker group was good last season, but 
improvement is essential to offset some inexperi- 
ence in the secondary. Sophomore linebacker Blair 
Brown and junior Jovon Johnson lack experience 
but can rely on junior middle linebacker Ben Russell. 

The secondary will miss cornerback Travis 
Carrie and safety Xavier Hughes, but there are 
plenty of returners ready to fill their spots. Safety 
Josh Kristoff was second on the team last season 
with 72 tackles, and juniors Ian Wells and Devin 
Bass bring experience as first-time starters at 
cornerback. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Solich is preaching the importance of special 
teams, in terms of capitalizing on field position, to 
help overcame a possible slow start by the offense. 
Josiah Yazdani made 14 of his last 15 field goal 
attempts after taking over the job midway through 
the season. Daz’mond Patterson gives the Bobcats 
a dangerous threat in punt and kickoff returns. 


OVERVIEW 

The Bobcats took a nosedive in the last two Novem- 
bers, derailing strong starts. Losing several key players 
at the offensive skill positions, including finding 
a new quarterback and tailback, may leave the Bobcats 
vulnerable early in the season. Aside from the influx 
of early-season road games, the Bobcats have a favor- 
able schedule, but it’s not a given that the program’s 
consecutive bow! streak will extend to six. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


QB Joey Duckworth: A three-star recruit, 
Duckworth played in just five high school games 
in his senior season due to a knee injury. The 
Louisville product is a passing and running threat 
who might be thrown into the quarterback mix 
right away. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


SS Fae eee Hee yee eee, 


2013 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Peden Stadium (24,000) 


Derrius Vick 
Daz'mond Patterson 
Landon Smith 
Sebastian Smith 
Chase Cochran* 
Troy Mangen 
Mike McQueen* 
Mike Lucas* 
Lucas Powell* 
Seth Everhart 
Troy Watson 


DE Kurt Laseak* 
OT Cameron McLeod 
Antwan Crutcher* 
Tarell Basham* 
Blair Brown 
Ben Russell* 
Jovon Johnson* 
cB Devin Bass* 
cB lan Wells 
ss Josh Kristoff* 
FS Thad Ingol* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 39 | Josiah Yazdani* 
P 23 ‘| Mitch Bonnstetter 


*Returning starter 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 


By Bob Narang 


at Kent State 


at Kentucky 
at Marshall 
IDAHO 


EASTERN ILLINOIS 
at Central Michigan 


BOWLING GREEN 


AKRON 


at Western Michigan 
BUFFALO 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

at Miami (OH) 


at Louisville 
NORTH TEXAS 
MARSHALL 
AUSTIN PEAY 
at Akron 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Eastern Michigan 
MIAMI (OH) 
at Buffalo 
at Bowling Green 
KENT STATE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Beef ‘0’ Brady’s Bowl 
vs. East Carolina 


PER GAME 
27.4 
134.0 
245.4 
379.4 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-2 -0.2 


7-49 
27-21 
34-31 
38-0 
43-3 
23-26 
56-28 
41-16 
3-30 
0-49 
13-44 
51-23 


20-37 


RANK 
7B 
98 
52 
83 
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RUTGERS 


For more coverage of the Scarlet Knights, visit rutgers.24 7Sports.com 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Piscataway, N.J. 


2013: 
6-7 overall, 3-5 AAC (T-6th) 


COACH: 
Kyle Flood — At Rutgers and overall: 15-11, 
2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
15; 9 offense, 5 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Gary Nova, RB Paul James, 

WR Leonte Carroo, TE Tyler Kroft, 

LB Steve Longa, DT Darius Hamilton, 
LB Kevin Snyder, CB lan Thomas 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Rutgers has depth on the defensive line. The run- 
ning back spot should be fine with James, Justin 
Goodwin, Desmon Peoples and Josh Hicks. Flood 
assembled what should easily be his best staff in 


his three seasons as head coach, including add- 
ing Friedgen to coordinate the offense. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Nova, the presumed starting QB, needs to prove 
he is better than what he displayed the past 
three seasons. The secondary remains thin, and 
the offensive line lacks depth. While there is tal- 
ent in the receiving corps, many of them have 
yet to prove they can be successful in college. 


KEY LOSSES: 

WR Brandon Coleman, WR Quron Pratt, 
DE Marcus Thompson, DE Jamil Merrell, 
LB Jamal Merrell, S Jeremy Deering, 

P Nick Marsh 


OVERVIEW: 

Rutgers is equipped to hang with a number 

of programs in the Big Ten, but playing the 
upper-echelon teams is another matter. It’s 

a big season for Flood as he looks to earn a 
contract extension. There is optimism, and this 
new adventure shouldn’t be boring with such 
a packed schedule. 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ralph Friedgen 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Rossi 


STADIUM: High Point Solutions Stadium: 52,454 


First Season in Big Ten Brings Challenges, Rewards 


he Scarlet Knights’ first Big Ten 
game is Sept. 13 against Penn 
State. On the Rutgers campus. 
In prime time. 

Oh, and the recruiting battle be- 
tween Rutgers coach Kyle Flood and 
new Penn State coach James Franklin, 
who swiped the top-rated commits 
from the Scarlet Knights’ 2014 and 
2015 classes, will add more drama to 
this one. 

But after that grand-opening game, 
the reality of Rutgers being in the 
Big Ten will come front and center. 
Michigan and Wisconsin will visit 
High Point Solutions Stadium, and 
the Scarlet Knights will travel to Ohio 
State and Nebraska on back-to-back 
October weekends. 

Being in the new tough East division 


of the Big Ten will have its challenges ... 


and, perhaps, its rewards. 

“Tt continues to allow us to recruit 
the best players in the country because, 
I think, high school players are looking 
for access to the national champion- 
ship,” Flood said. “When you play in 
the Big Ten conference ... you get to 
foresee yourself in the final four.” 

The schedule is not easy, and the 
pressure is on Flood after losing six 
of his final eight games in 2013. And 
then there’s the specter of athletic di- 
rector Julie Hermann, whose first year 
on the job was rife with controversy 
and missteps. 

The fan base is looking for the Scarlet 
Knights to make an impact in the Big 
Ten, and doing so is possible. 

“Just to be able to play with some of 
the best teams in the country means 
a lot not only to me but a lot of guys 
on the team,” Rutgers junior defensive 
tackle Darius Hamilton said. 


“To go from the Big East to the 
AAC and now I finally have a home 
in the Big Ten, it’s a great conference 
with a lot of great teams and a lot of 
great energy.” 

Although the aforementioned games 
are the highlights, the Scarlet Knights 
also play Indiana, Michigan State and 
Maryland. There are also non-confer- 
ence games against Washington State 
(in Seattle), FCS-level Howard, Navy 
and Tulane. 

Getting to seven wins — or to six 
wins and a bowl bid — will take some 
work. But doing so would mean a 
couple of good wins along the way, and 
that's something that could alter the 
perception of the program as it begins 
its new adventure. 


OFFENSE 


Can former Maryland coach Ralph 
Friedgen, the Scarlet Knights’ fifth of- 
fensive coordinator in five years, push 
the offense to be good and consistent? 

Rutgers went into the offseason with 
a big quarterback question after two- 
year starter Gary Nova was benched 
for senior Chas Dodd late in the 2013 
season, but something strange will 
have to happen for Nova not to be the 
quarterback for the opener at Washing- 
ton State. 

Quarterbacks Chris Laviano and Mike 
Bimonte both got plenty of reps in the 
spring, but Nova exited the 15-practice 
session as the clear leader. 

The question now is whether Nova 
is ready to take the next step — to stop 
forcing passes and making ill-advised 
throws. Also, can he improve his accu- 
racy? He completed 54.5 percent of his 
passes (165 of 303) last season for 2,159 
yards and 18 touchdowns. He also was 
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Paul James 


Photo by Tomasso DeRosa 


intercepted 14 times. 

Nova, who has started 28 of his 33 
games at Rutgers, has 51 career touch- 
down passes, but also 39 interceptions. 

The Scarlet Knights have depth at 
running back, but there is trepidation 
regarding running back Paul James and 
his ability to stay healthy in the physi- 
cal Big Ten. He missed parts of each of 
the last three seasons due to injury, in- 
cluding a leg injury last year that forced 
him out of four games. Still, he ran for 
881 yards and nine scores, averaging 
5.6 yards per attempt. 

Justin Goodwin has a year of ex- 
perience and is a capable backup at 
running back, and Desmon Peoples 
is coming off a big spring and should 
be a factor in the offense. Incoming 
freshman Josh Hicks has the talent to 
be in the rotation, but he will have 
to learn the offense. At the end of the 


Gary Nova 
Photo by Tamasso DeRosa 


spring, Savon Huggins’ availability for 
the season was in question after a pair 
of surgeries. 

There is talent at receiver but also 
concern. Beyond starters Leonte 
Carroo and Ruhann Peele, there is 
a group of unproven prospects, includ- 
ing Janarion Grant, Andre Patton and 
Carlton Agudosi. Tight end Tyler Kroft, 
who had a team-high 43 catches last 
season, could become a huge factor in 
the offense. 

The remaking of the offensive line 
continues, and while the starting unit 
— left tackle Keith Lumpkin, left guard 
Kaleb Johnson, center Betim Bujari, 
right guard Chris Muller and right 
tackle Taj Alexander — seems set, 
finding depth behind them is key. 

In fact, behind that projected start- 
ing group, there is not one offensive 
lineman with more than spot play- 


ing time on his resume, and getting 
through a Big Ten season with five 
linemen is a dicey proposition. Flood 
wants to go eight deep, but exactly 
who rounds out the rotation won’t be 
settled until fall camp. 


DEFENSE 


Another transformation took place 
on the defensive side as Dave Cohen 
was fired 15 hours after the regular 
season ended. Nearly two months later, 
Joe Rossi was promoted from within to 
be the defensive coordinator. 

As an interim coordinator, Rossi came 
up with a strong game plan against 
Notre Dame in the Pinstripe Bowl, and 
the defense was faster and more detail- 
oriented in spring practice. 

He takes over a defense with experi- 
ence in the back, but that secondary 
also was torched a year ago as it played 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Gary Nova* Sr. __ Has 51 career touchdown passes, but 39 interceptions. Mike Bimonte, Jr. 
RB Paul James* Jr.__ Averaged 5.6 ype and ran for 881 yards in nine games. Justin Goodwin, So. 


FB Michael Burton* Sr. | Made 19 catches and scored two touchdowns in 2013. Razohnn Gross, Fr. 
WR Leonte Carroo Jr. Had 28 catches but missed last three games with concussion. Andre Patton, So. 


WR — Ruhann Peele So. Played CB and WR in 2013; returns to offense exclusively in 2014. Carlton Agudosi, So. 


TE _TylerKroft* Jr. Led team with 43 receptions and 573 yards last season. Nick Arcidiacono, So. 


LT _ Keith Lumpkin* _Jr.__Big season could send 6-8 tackle to the NFL a year early. Kaleb Johnson, Sr. 
LG  KalebJohnson* Sr. _NFL feedback was that he would be a late-round pick; has 37 starts. Bryan Leoni, Sr. 


C Betim Bujari* Sr. Set to make his 24th career start in the opener at Washington State. Derrick Nelson, So. 
RG Chris Muller* So. Started 12 games as a redshirt freshman. Bryan Leoni, Sr. 
RT __ Taj Alexander* Sr. Has 14 career starts, including 10 last season at right tackle. Marcus Applefield, Fr. 


PK __ Kyle Federico” Jr__ Made 12 of 18 field goal attempts and 34 of 35 PATs in 2013. Nick Borgese, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE _ David Milewski Sr.__ Had 34 tackles as a backup in first year back after two ACL injuries. Quanzell Lambert, So. 
NG Kenneth Kirksey Sr. __Missed the final 10 games of the 2013 season because of an injury. _ Sebastian Joseph, Fr. 


DT Darius Hamilton’ Jr. Had 48 tackles, including 4.5 sacks, as a sophomore. Dalvin Tomlinson, Fr. 
DE Dwjany Mera* Jt. One of most consistent performers on the line; 34 tackles last year. _Julian Pinnix-Odrick, So. 
LB Steve Longa” So. Made move to utilize his speed after starting at MLB last season. TJ. Taylor, Fr. 

LB Kevin Snyder* Sr. __ Started at weakside and strongside linebacker spots in past. LJ. Liston, So. 


LB Quentin Gause Jr. First-year starter missed end of spring with shoulder injury. Myles Nash, Fr. 


CB lan Thomas So. Returns to team after quitting midway through 2013 campaign. Anthony Cioffi, So. 
CB GareefGlashen _—Sr._ Part-time starter as a junior (six starts), with 41 tackles, Nadir Barnwell, So. 
SS Lorenzo Waters* Sr. _ Veteran brings 24 starts to the secondary. Jonathan Aiken, Sr. 
FS __Delon Stephenson So. _Can play cornerback but is needed more at safety. Davon Jacobs, So. 
P Joe Roth Jr. _ First-year punter was consistent in spring practice. Aidan Murray, So. 


“Returning Starter 
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Josh Hicks 
The nation’s No. 11 


of Palmetto (Fla.) 
High should find the 
field right away for 
the Scarlet Knights. 
He rushed for 1,087 
yards and 17 touch- 
downs in just nine 
games as a senior. 
Hicks has 10.7 speed 


Marcus Applefield 
The offensive tackle 
from Weeki Wachee 
(Fla.) High enrolled 


change of making 
the Scarlet Knights’ 
two deep in his first 
season. The 6-6, 
285-pound Applefield 
added 20 pounds as 
a senior and contin- 


Sidney Gopre 
Turn on the tape and 


the Newark (N.J.) 
? Weequahic is making 
early and has a strong. : 


play after play to the 
tune of 170 tackles, 
including 38 stops for 
loss, 14 sacks and 


' five forced fumbles as 


a senior. The 6-1, 
200-pound Gopre is 
coming in as a pros- 
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= 
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CL all-purpose back out 
Lu 
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O 
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in the 100-meter dash : ues to fill out his 
and is a powerful run- : awesome frame. : is counting on as 

ner on the football ; : a true freshman to 
field. : : make a difference. 


pect the Rutgers staff 


Ht Wi Stars 
Oo 66h 25 OOO 


Hometown 


Marcus Applefield Weeki Wachee, FL Weeki Wachee 


Enrolled in January... Ranked No. 94 offensive tackle nationally by 247Sports 
Composite... Jampa Bay Times All-North Suncoast... Four-year starter. 


Donald Bedell DE 6-4 ooo Rumson Rumson-Fair Haven Regional 
247Sports Composite rated No. 67 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 43 
player in New fee Be Helped team to Central Jersey, Group || state championship... 
As a senior, had 90 tackles, including nine tackles for loss, 13 sacks, three passes 
broken up and four fumbles caused. 


George Behr Tt 65 230 OO Cottage Grove, MN East Ridge 
Ranked No. 97 zh end nationally and No. 9 player in Minnesota by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 27 receptions for 367 yards and one touchdown as a senior. 


Sam Blue DL 62 20 OO NC Millbrook 
247Sports Composite rated No. 83 player in North Carolina... As a senior, had 118 
tackles, including 52 tackles for loss, 19 sacks, nine fumbles caused, five fumbles 
peo one interception and scored two defensive touchdowns... Member of bas- 
etball team. 


Andre Boggs CB 511 170 Ooo Coatesville, PA Avon Old Farms (CT) 
Ranked No. 61 cornerback nationally and No. 3 player in Connecticut by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 38 receptions for 932 yards and 15 touchdowns in 2013... Had 180 
yards rushing and three touchdowns on 24 carries... As a high school senior, helped 
team to state championship game... Member of basketball team. 


Tarig Cole oT 66 30 OOO Long Beach, NY Long Beach 
247Sports Composite rated No. 7 player in New York... Four-year starter at left tackle... 
Member of basketball and track teams. 


Darian Dalley CBO 511 «175 OO FL Manatee 
Ranked No. 231 cornerback nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 16 
tacles and six passes broken up in seven games... Had 42 tackles and 10 passes 
broken up as a junior. 


Sitiney Gopre B61 20 G00 Newark Weequahic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 20 player in New Jersey... All-State... Had 170 tackles, 
including 38 tackles for loss, 14 sacks and five fumbles caused as a senior... Defense 
allowed only 41 points during season... Had 524 yards rushing and six touchdowns... 
As a junior, had 132 tackles and five sacks. 


Saquan Hampton 60 1800 GOO Hamilton Nottingham 
Ranked No. 82 cornerback nationally and No. 30 player in New Jersey by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 17 tackles and four interceptions, returning one for 
touchdown... Averaged 38 yards per kickoff return and scored one touchdown... 
Averaged 13 yards per punt return and scored one touchdown. 


Zack Heeman vo 67 20 ooo Budd Lake Mount Olive 
247Sports Composite rated No. 32 player in New Jersey... Second-team All-State... 
Scored 1,000 points for basketball team as a junior. 


Josh Hicks RBO5-10 25 OOO Palmetto, FL Palmetto 
Ranked No. 11 all-purpose back nationally and No. 81 player in Florida by 247Sports 
Composite... As a senior, had 1,087 yards rushing and 17 touchdowns... Had 47 
tackles and two interceptions. 


Jimmy Hogan DE 6-4 600 — Wyckotf ; Ramapo 
247Sports Composite rated No. 60 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 35 
player in New Jersey... Had 48 tackles as a senior. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


666606 
66066 


Total Stars 


Giovanni Rescigno National Rank: 60 Big Ten: 12 


Michigan high school 


Lrg rave ane the ‘= , 

"3, 240-pouni ‘SPORTS 

Pxco to vate EF COMPOSITE 
is turn at Warren . 

(Mich) De La Sale 2015 NEEDS: 

behind 2013 five-star The Scarlet Knights struggled in the secondary last 
pdr En Lae season, and while they played a lot of young kids, 
Rescigno is a strong- defensive back remains a need in 2015. Rutgers 
armed accurate passer, will also look to sign three to four offensive line- 
pb for men after taking just one two years ago. The , 
1,396 yards and 15 Scarlet Knights will also aim to score three receiv- 
touchdowns as a senior, 


, ¢ ers and two tight ends. 
but in a more wide-open 9 


Offense that he'll find at 
Rutgers, Rescigno’s best 
football is ahead of him. 


By Steve Wiltfong 


Pos Ht Wt — Stars Hometown 


Jacob Kraut Fr Sl 20 oOo Jacksonville Beach, FL Fletcher 
Ranked No. 5 fullback nationally by 247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 171 yards 
rushing and two touchdowns. 


Logan Lister 6&5 25 O00 TX Kaly 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 61 offensive guard nationally... 
Participated in Semper Fidelis All-American Game. 


Kam Lott DB 510 185 OOO Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
Enrolled in January... Ranked No. 68 cornerback nationally by 247Sports Composite... 
Had 41 tackles and three interceptions as a senior... As a junior, had 20 tackles and five 
interceptions. 


Alan Lucy Ls oo Dinwiddie, VA Dinwiddie County 
247Sports Composite rated No. 16 long ob tial nationally... Helped team to state 
championship... As a senior, had 55 pancake blocks. 


Eric Margolis Bb 6&4 215 oo New City, NY Clarkston South 
Ranked No. 39 player in New York by 247Sports Composite... Had 58 solo tackles and 
two interceptions as a senior... Had 14 receptions for 238 yards. 


Robert Martin RB 20 OOS Harrisburg 

247Sports Composite rated No. 40 running back nationally and No. 12 player in 

Sal Hicta th Suffered season-ending knee injury in first game of senior season... 
-State. 


Justin Nelson B 61 24 OOO Irvington DePaul Catholic 
Ranked No. 39 outside linebacker nationally and No. 16 player in New Jersey by 
247Sports Composite... Had 185 tackles, including 36 tackles for loss, and 28 sacks 
in three seasons. 


Philip Nelson 62 2 oo Mankato, MIN 
Enrolled in January... Will have two seasons of eligibility remaining starting in 2015. 


Giovanni Rescigno QB 63 20 OOO Warren, Mil De La Salle 
247Sports Composite rated No. 82 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 38 player 
in Michgan... As a senior, had 1,396 yards passing and 15 touchdowns... Had 512 
yards rushing and five touchdowns. 


Brandon Russell 1B 6 214 oo Pembroke Pines, 

Enrolled in January... Ranked No. 143 outside linebacker nationally by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 84 tackles, 12 sacks, three fumbles caused, one fumble recovered 
and one interception as a senior. 


Jacquis Webb Oo 65 30 OOO Rochester, NY Gates Chill 
247Sports Composite rated No. 41 offensive guard nationally and No. 8 player in New York. 


Isaiah Wharton 61 20 oO Kissimmee, FL Gateway 
247Sports Composite rated No. 216 cornerback nationally... As a senior, had 19 tack- 
les (18 solo) and three interceptions... Had 892 yards rushing and seven touchdowns. 


Eric Wiafe Tp 65 25 GOO Egg Harhor Township — ‘Milford Academy 
Enrolled in January... Ranked No. 1 prep school defensive tackle nationally by 
247Sports Composite... Had 28 tackles, including five tackles for loss, three sacks and 
scored one defensive touchdown at Milford. 


DL 63 20 GOO Mahwah 


Kevin Wilkins : St Joseph's Regional 
Ranked No. 49 offensive guard nationally and No. 29 player in New Jersey by 247Sports 
Composite... Helped team to state championship... Had 47 tackles as a senior. 
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13. Carlton Agudosi 
26 Johnathan Aiken 


SCARLET KNIGHTS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Ht 
WR 6-6 


Wt Cl Ho wn No. Name Pos. Ht Wt 


Homet 


So. 15 Kam Lott Fr. Jacksonville, FL 


DB 


Sr. FortLauderdale,FL = 74 Keith Lumpkin Montclair 


78 Taj Alexander 


OL 


71 Marcus Applefield 


OL 


Sr__owningtown, PA 57 Taylor Marini Oviedo, FL 


51 Brandon Arcidiacono OL 


42 Nick Arcidiacono 


Fr. Weeki Wachee, FL 
40 Kevin Marquez FB Egg Harbor Twp. 


= 


So. Holland, PA 
So. Holland, PA «87 Vance Matthews = WR 


12. Nadir Barnwell 
44 Sam Bergen . 


93 Djwany Mera OL 


90 David Milewski DE 


16 Mike Bimonte 


Manalapan 


56 Anthony Milito Basking Ridge 


98 David Bonagura 


Nick Borgese F 


Franklin Lakes 
Hamburg, NY 


— Dorian Miller Metuchen 


Ryan Brodie 


Long Branch 70 Chris Muller Perkiomenville, PA 


Betim Bujari 


Secaucus Mahwah 


Michael Burton 


96 Aidan Murray 
Long Valley Rye, NY 


Leonte Carroo 
Devan Carter 


48 Griffin Murray 
Edison 
— 38 Myles Nash 


Sicklerville 


Anthony Cioffi 


Mezo Cooper ‘DB 


Rochester, NY - 
= ‘Springfield 38 Myles Nash Fr. Sicklerville 
69 Derrick Nelson So. Capitol Heights, MD 


Darnell Davis Jr. 


Providence, RI 
19 Philip Nelson Jr. Mankato, MN 


Nick DeLouisa 
JJ.Denman 


Union 
Tewksbury 10 Gary Nova 


Yardley, PA 
ais 88 Andre Patton 


Wilmington, DE 


Kyle Federico 


| 2) | 3) 8 S| BS) 8) 8) >) ss) 3/8 


Matt Flanagan 


Ponte Vedra HS 
Si Chasers: 80 Ruhann Peele Linden 


Quentin Gause 


83. Jeffrey Gignac 


Cheltenham, PA 
Durban Weshil, Sofia 


Rochester, NY 
Wayne 


*/2/2|\2|\2 


Gareef Glashen 


Miami, FL 


53 Julian Pinnix-Odrick DL 


Montclair 


~ Justin Goodwin 


Madison 


~ Janarion Grant 


97 Jamil Pollard OL 


Trilby, FL cacao 


Razohnn Gross 


Andover 


41 Nick Rafferty 


Franklin Park 


Bryant Gross-Armiento DB 


Darius Hamilton 


Sunrise, FL_ 
West Paterson 


11 Blake Rankin 


Bloomsburg, PA 
Bedminster 


7/2/77 /2/8 


Savon Huggins 
Andre Hunt 


15 Devin Ray 


coe J Basking Ridge, 


Apple Valley, MN 


Fr. Pembroke Pines, FL 


Roseville, CA 


Davon Jacobs 


Paterson 45 Kevin Snyder Sr. Mechanicsburg, PA 


Paul James 


Glassboro 98 Daryl Stephenson Jr Sayreville 


Kaleb Johnson 


Jacksonville, FL 27 Delon Stephenson Sayreville 


Tejay Johnson 


Fog Harbor Twp. 7 Bryan Stonkus South Brunswick 


51 Sebastian Joseph 


Fr. Stroudsburg, PA 


95 Kenneth Kirksey 


86 Tyler Kroft 


aD es Kendall Park 


Jt. Downingtown, PA 48 Lloyd Terry 


22 Quanzell Lambert 


So. Sicklerville. 23 lan Thomas 


5 Chris Laviano 


Fr. Glen Head, NY 84 John Tsimis 


61 Bryan Leoni 


Flemington 58 Ki Turay 


89 Logan Lister 


25 LJ. Liston 


lg|ri¢|e|s|s)/¢ 


al Katy, Texas 
41 Brian Verbitski 


47 Joey Lohmann 


Grand Blanc, Ml 
21 Lorenzo Waters Accokeek, MD 


3 Steve Longa 


‘Naples, FL 
Saddle Brook 92 Eric Wiafe 


on PassinG 

ri 

)  Recewine 

= 

<q 

2 

© - pusnine 

Ne Sig ee 
= : 

= DEF. LEADERS 


Egg Harbor Twp. 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
G. Nova 10 1247 165 303 14 #545 2159 18 69 215.9 
C. Dodd 8 1081 73 133 6 549 868 3 84 108.5 
GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 
T. Kroft 13 43 573 13.3 4 42 441 
B. Coleman 13 34 538 15.8 4 56 41.4 
Q, Pratt 13 32 516 16.1 0 84 39.7 
GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TB Long Avg/6 
P, James 9 156 914 33 881 56 9 6 97.9 
J. Goodwin Ni i550" 28-521 ay 5 30 474 
S. Huggins 13 86 305 19 286 33 2 ely eed 


Tackles: S. Longa 123, K. Snyder 96, L. Waters 62 

Tackles for loss: D. Hamilton 11.5, Q. Gause 8.5, three tied with 7.5 
Sacks: M. Thompson 5.5, D. Hamilton 4.5, S. Longa 3 
Interceptions: J. Merrell 2, six tied with 1 


NOTEBOOK 


FY offensive coordinators in five years takes a toll 
on a program, but quarterback Gary Nova said 
having Ralph Friedgen calling the plays is huge. Not 
only is Friedgen an experienced play caller, but he 
also works closely with the quarterbacks. 

“| think he’s very aggressive and he leaves a lot in 
the quarterback’s hands in the ability to check out of 
plays, and call (protections),” Nova said. “It forces us 
to know things more. You're in control.” 

¢ Rutgers’ move to the Big Ten will mark their third 
conference in three seasons. The Scarlet Knights 
were in the Big East in 2012, when they shared the 
league title, and were in the American Athletic 
Conference in 2013. Rutgers’ first official day in the 
Big Ten is July 1, 2014. 

¢ Paul James averaged 5.6 yards per carry in 
2013, which was also the first significant action of his 
career. When looking at career numbers, only Rutgers’ 
Steve Simms (1959-61) has a better yards-per-carry 
average, which was 6.0. 

Ray Rice (5.4), Terrell Willis (5.3) and Bruce Presley 
(5.1), three of the top running backs in school history, 
are behind James ... at least for the moment. James 
has to keep up his pace. 

¢ Being in the Big Ten has allowed Rutgers to 
reach into different areas to recruit, and it shows in 
the 2014 class. 

The Scarlet Knights landed players from Minnesota 
(George Behr), Texas (Logan Lister), North Carolina 
(Sam Blue) and Michigan (Giovanni Rescigno). 

Rutgers also landed a transfer in former Minnesota 
quarterback Philip Nelson, who needed to transfer 
before Rutgers officially joined the conference, so he 
made the move in January. Nelson must sit out the 
2014 season due to NCAA transfer rules. 

e Spring awards: Senior defensive end David 
Milewski won the Frank R. Burns award (mental and 
physical toughness), sophomore receiver Janarion 
Grant won the Mark Mills Second Effort Award (most 
improved offensive player), and freshman linebacker 
T.J. Taylor was given the Douglas A. Smith award for 
the most improved defensive player. 


“There are a lot of similarities between 
Rutgers and Maryland. But Rutgers is built a little 
bit more like a traditional Big Ten team. They’re 
an |-formation team, a pro team. (Offensive coor- 
dinator) Ralph Friedgen, long-time head coach at 
Maryland, has been a West Coast guy forever, 
and he’s one of the better offensive minds in 
college football. 

“Like Maryland, the line of scrimmage will be 
what challenges them a bit coming into this 
league. And being in the East Division is a big chal- 
lenge in itself. An extraordinary fact is that Rutgers 
is playing 12 new opponents this year. Not only are 
they in a new conference but they're not even play- 
ing a repeat non-conference team from last year.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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| Tyler Kroft ) 
Photo by Tomasso DeRosa 


es 


a pair of true freshman cornerbacks. 

Ian Thomas, who quit midway 
through last season, was welcomed back 
into the fold and should lock down one 
of the cornerback spots. Nadir Barnwell 
and Anthony Cioffi, both freshmen in 
2013, are competing with senior Gareef 
Glashen for the other spot. 

The secondary, which also features 
safeties Lorenzo Waters and Delon 
Stephenson, moves well and can hit, 
but there are still depth concerns. 

The linebackers also underwent 
change as Steve Longa in the middle 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 26.4 65 
Rushing 97.8 112 
Passing 241.2 §2 
Total 339.0 99 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 21.5 
Rushing 121.4 
Passing 208.5 
Total 329.9 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
18.3 8 
141.9 51 
172.3 9 
314.2 14 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
14.2 
97.2 

214.5 
311.7 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+6 +0.46 28 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+10 +0.77 
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2012 RANKINGS 


swapped positions with Kevin Snyder 
on the weakside. Quentin Gause is 
penciled in as the strongside lineback- 
er, and L.J. Liston adds depth. 

The defensive line should be the 
unit’s strongest group, as line coach Jim 
Panagos has put together a formidable 
front that goes at least eight deep. 

Whether they have the size to com- 
pete on a weekly basis in the Big Ten 
is another matter, but they are bigger 
across the line with defensive ends 
David Milewski, Djwany Mera, Julian 
Pinnix-Odrick, Quanzell Lambert and 
Kemoko Turay, and interior players 
Darius Hamilton, Kenneth Kirksey, Se- 
bastian Joseph and Daryl Stephenson. 

Rutgers bases its fronts on move- 
ment along the defensive line. It utilizes 
quickness and slants to get into gaps, 
but whether it will work against the big- 
ger, more physical offensive linemen in 
the Big Ten is debatable. 

The Scarlet Knights saw what 
a physical offensive line can do in the 
Pinstripe Bowl, as Notre Dame held 
the ball for more than 38 minutes in 
a 29-16 Irish victory. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kyle Federico was good in 2013, but 
the Scarlet Knights need him to be 
better. He was 12 of 18 on field goal 
attempts, but his 6 of 9 from the 30- to 
39-yard range needs to improve. He has 
good leg strength and made a 48-yard 
field goal, so connecting from 50-plus 
yards is possible. 

Punting the ball is another question. 
The Scarlet Knights used a fifth-year 
transfer in Nick Marsh last season, and 
he also handled the kickoffs. At this 
point, senior walk-on Joe Roth will get 
the call. He was good in spring practice 


2013 RANKINGS 


RANK | OFFENSE PER GAME 
96 Scoring 26.5 
Rushing 129.5 
Passing 235.6 
Total 365.2 


DEFENSE 

Scoring 

Rushing 
39 Passing 
10 Total 


PER GAME 
29.8 
100.8 
312.0 
412.8 


RANK 
21 =12 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


-0.9 119 


POOR e eee eee eee e eee eee rere eee eee EEE eee eS EEE EOE EE ESTEE EERE SESEEEESEESOEESEEEESSEEEEEEESESEEHSE SEES ESSE ESSE SES SEEEESESESEESESESOSESSS ESSE SOOSE RESET ESESHE DES SSESES EES SESESES 


10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 L 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Paul James j 

The returning starter is a 
downhill runner who acceler- 
ates through the hole quickly. 
James does not go down eas- 
ily on first contact. ... Led 
team in rushing with 881 
yards and nine touchdowns 
last season, and added 11 
catches despite missing four 
games due to injury. ... Was first Rutgers RB to be 
named first-team all-conference since Ray Rice. ... Led 
nation in rushing (493 yards) after three games but was 
injured in the fourth game of the season. 


EMERGING STAR 


WR Andre Patton 

He is 6-4 and has the speed 
to get downfield. Also has 
good hands. ... As the 2013 
season wore on, his playing 
time increased as Rutgers 
went younger at the receiver 
position. ... Made three catch- 
es for 48 yards and one touch- 
down, which came in the regu- 
lar-season finale against South Florida. ... Recovered 
a blocked punt for a touchdown at Central Florida. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Josh Hicks 

Committed to Rutgers 16 
months before signing his 
national letter of intent. ... Has 
good burst and vision, and top 
end speed. ... Played for for- 
mer Scarlet Knight Dave 
Marino at Palmetto (Fla.) High 
... Rushed for 1,087 yards and 
17 touchdowns in nine games 
as a senior. ... Made 47 tackles and intercepted two 
passes while playing safety. ... Ran for 900 yards and 11 
touchdowns despite missing four games as a junior. 


RESULTS 
6-7, 3-5 
at Fresno State (OT) 
NORFOLK STATE 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
ARKANSAS 
at SMU (307) 
at Louisville 
HOUSTON 
TEMPLE 
CINCINNATI 
at UCF 
at Connecticut 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
Pinstripe Bowl 
vs. Notre Dame 


51-52 

38-0 
28-10 
28-24 
55-52 
10-24 
14-49 
23-20 
52-17 
17-41 
17-28 

31-6 


errrsre-sseer 


16-29 
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Wideout’s Heaith 
Key to Pass Game 


eonte Carroo grew up close enough to Rut- 

gers Stadium to walk there from his home. 

Out of high school, the New Jersey receiver 
could have explored the rest of the country, hold- 
ing offers from, among others, Miami, Georgia 
and Cal. But home sounded like the best option. 

And Rutgers is thrilled about that. 

Carroo, who was a national Top 250 recruit 
in 247Sports’ Composite rankings, broke into 
the receiver rotation in a big way as a sopho- 
more during last season’s opener. He scored 
three touchdowns in a nationally televised 
game against Fresno State. Although the Scarlet 
Knights lost in overtime, the game set in motion 
a series of clutch performances from Carroo dur- 
ing the first half of the season. 

But his promising campaign was cut short 
when he suffered a concussion at Central 
Florida after taking a hard hit over the middle. 
That knocked Carroo out for the final three- 
plus games, and he spent the spring in a non- 
contact jersey. 

“I still don’t know what it really feels like to 
get tackled yet,” Carroo said this spring. “I’m still 
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Leonte Carroo r 
hoto by Jim O’Connor-USA TODAY Sports J 


i is 


like | didn’t lose a step as a receiver.” 

Carroo’s importance to the offense cannot be 
understated. 

Of his 28 catches last season, nine were for 


touchdowns. One came on a third-and-24 in an i 
overtime win at SMU. Another came in the final : Successful campaign. 
minutes against Arkansas. And another came on : 


fourth-and-long in the closing minute of a three- : 


point win against Temple. 


Carroo is quite a comfort for quarterback Gary 
Nova, who was a teammate of Carroo’s at Don : 


Bosco Prep. 


“| Know Gary and Leonte have played a lot of 
football together over the years and connected : 
quite a few times,” Rutgers coach Kyle Flood : 


said. 


Carroo’s health is paramount to Rutgers’ 
passing game. With Brandon Coleman leaving : 
early for the NFL, Carroo is the only experienced ; 
receiver. Outside of Ruhann Peele, who had 28 : 
catches as well, Rutgers’ other receivers ac- : 


counted for 15 career catches. 


“Leonte is a tremendous receiver,” Nova 
said. “I've been playing with him since high : 
school and he’s always been a guy you can : 
count on. He’s always been a guy who makes 4 


big plays.” 


: but needs to improve. 


Rutgers always finds ways to block 


: punts and field goal attempts, and it is 

: usually good in the return game as well. 
: Janarion Grant will return punts, and 

; he and a host of others will audition to 
? return kickoffs during training camp. 

: Grant scored a touchdown on a punt 

? and kick return last season. 


Rutgers has been longing to play in 


? the big time, and it arrives this season. 

: The highly anticipated Big Ten opener is 
: Sept. 13 when the Scarlet Knights host 

: Penn State in prime time, but the reality 
5 check comes in October. 


The Scarlet Knights host Michigan 


? on Oct. 4, have a bye, and then play at 
? Ohio State, at Nebraska and play host 
? to Wisconsin during the next three 

: weeks. That four-game stretch will cer- 
? tainly be a gauge of Rutgers’ readiness 
? for the Big Ten. 


Oh, and the rest of the season isn’t 


? a walk in the park, starting with an 

: opener against an improving Wash- 

: ington State team in Seattle, a trip to 
Navy (and its tricky triple-option of- 
able to do the things | was able to do and | feel : 
: gave the Scarlet Knights fits in their 
? last few meetings. 


fense) and a battle with Tulane, which 


Add that Rutgers has six home 


: games, rather than the usual seven, and 


getting to a bowl game would mark a 


— Brian Dohn 
Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug. 28 vs. Washington State (Seattle) 6-7 
Sept. 6 HOWARD 6-6 
Sept. 13 PENN STATE 7-5 
Sept. 20 at Navy 9-4 
Sept. 27 TULANE 7-6 
Oct. 4 MICHIGAN 7-6 
Oct. 18 at Ohio State 12-2 
Oct. 25 at Nebraska 9-4 
Nov. 1 WISCONSIN 9-4 
Nov. 15 INDIANA 5-7 
Nov.22 at Michigan State 13-1 
Nov. 29 at Maryland 7-6 
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yg |OLEDO | ROCKETS 


MAC rank: 5 Record: 7-5 MAC record: 5-3 (T-3rd, West) Stadium: Glass Bowl (26,248) 


By Matt Markey 


Photo by Kim Kiement-USA TODAY Sports 


“| feel we have more players who 
can help us on the football field than 
we've ever had.” 

— Coach Matt Campbell 


ROCKETS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Toledo, Ohio 

COACH: Matt Campbell — At Toledo and overall: 17-9, 2-plus years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jason Candle 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jon Heacock 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2004 

LAST BOWL: 2012, Idaho Potato 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 7 offense, 8 defense, kicker 


Mancz, LB Junior Sylvestre, CB Cheatham Norrils, K Jeremiah Detmer 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Experience and depth bolster the 
Rockets, with Sylvestre leading a defense that returns five of its 
top six tacklers, Four starters are back on the offensive line, led by 
Mancz and Jeff Myers. Detmer is a Lindy’s second-team preseason 
All-American. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Quarterback is a huge question mark. 
Touted Alabama transfer Phillip Ely is eligible after sitting out 
2013, but he hasn't really played in three years. On defense, the 
Rockets need a dominant pass rush to emerge in order to keep 
their secondary from being put under the gun too often. 


OFFENSE 

Toledo enters the season with the most un- 
certainty it has had at quarterback in some time. 
Sophomore Logan Woodside is the only player who 
has taken snaps for the Rockets, mostly in mop-up 
work in four games last season. 

Woodside is battling Alabama transfer Phillip 
Ely for the right to direct a spread offense that 
accounted for nearly 450 yards per game in 2013. 

Despite the graduation loss of 1,100-yard rusher 
David Fluellen, the running game has plenty of pop 
with sophomore Kareem Hunt moving into the lead 
after averaging 6.3 yards per carry and piling up 
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866 yards in a supplemental role last season. 

A veteran line that was the best in the conference 
at protecting the quarterback returns four starters, 
led by NFL prospect and All-MAC guard Greg 
Mancz, with fellow returning starters Jeff Myers at 
the other guard, and Josh Hendershot and Chase 
Nelson at the tackles. 

The Rockets are rich in receivers, and rangy 
junior Alonzo Russell leads the group after making 
115 catches in his first two seasons with Toledo. The 
sure hands in the group belong to seniors Justin 
Olack and Dwight Macon, while junior Kishon 
Wilcher is the deep threat and the fastest player on 
the team. 


DEFENSE 


There has to be significant improvement if the 
Rockets are to again make a case as contenders in 
the MAC West. Toledo was near the bottom of the 
conference last season, allowing over 420 yards per 
game. 

There are 10 players back with starting experi- 
ence, and a half dozen of them have gained 
all-conference recognition. Leading that corps is 
senior linebacker Junior Sylvestre, who along with 
juniors Trent Voss, Chase Murdock and Derek Batt, 
and sophomore Jaylen Coleman, compose a deep 
and active linebacking group. 

There is a lot of experience along the line, and as 
many as a dozen players should give the Rockets 
the ability to keep fresh troops in the game. Main- 
taining a disruptive pass rush will be crucial, since 
it was a strength last season. 

Sophomore tackle Treyvon Hester brings all- 
conference talent to the middle, while senior Ray 
Bush and junior Allen Covington likely go at the 
ends, There are nine players with significant experi- 
ence who figure into the plans in the secondary, 
led by senior corner Cheatham Norrils and senior 
safety Jordan Haden. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior Jeremiah Detmer has hit 36 of his last 
37 field goal attempts, and he drilled half of his 
kickoffs through the end zone for touchbacks last 
season. Sophomore Nick Ellis is expected to win 
the punting job. 


OVERVIEW 


The Rockets were spectators when last season 
ended, after three straight bowl appearances, 
and they attack 2014 motivated to get back in the 
postseason. With 16 starters back, including most 
of a dominant offensive line, there is plenty of 
reason for optimism, although the new starter at 
quarterback is the wild card. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DL Tre’ James: The junior college transfer enrolled 
early and impressed coaches in spring ball. The 
Rockets have an immediate need at end for an 
energized pass-rusher, and James is expected to 
help out there, but he can also play linebacker. 


2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2013 RESULTS 2014 SCHEDULE 


A Se ae ee ee! Gene oe 


2013 RANKINGS 


Alonzo Russell* 
Dwight Macon 
Justin Olack* 
Alex Zmolik* 
Josh Hendershot* 
Greg Mancz* 
Robert Lisowski 
Jeff Myers* 
Chase Nelson* 


DEFENSE 

Allen Covington* 
Treyvon Hester* 
Orion Jones* 

Ray Bush 

Trent Voss* 
Chase Murdock* 
Junior Sylvestre* 
Jordan Martin 
Cheatham Norrils* 
Chaz Whittaker* 
FS Jordan Haden 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 85 | Jeremiah Detmer* 
P 93 | Nick Ellis 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


RESEEER99R 


RYLNLsVusss 


YEN Seer ge ss 


se 


Aug. 30 
Sept.6 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 1] 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 28 


OFFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


+4 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
MISSOURI 

at Cincinnati 

BALL STATE 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Western Michigan 
at lowa State 
MASSACHUSETTS 
at Kent State 

at Northern Illinois 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Eastern Michigan 


at Florida 
at Missouri 


EASTERN WASHINGTON 


at Central Michigan 
at Ball State 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
NAVY (20T) 
at Bowling Green 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
BUFFALO 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Akron 


PER GAME 
33.0 
240.6 
2068 
4473 


PER GAME 
28.6 
170.4 
251.3 
421.8 


PER GAME 
+03 
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6-24 
23-38 
33-21 
38-17 
24-31 
47-20 
45-44 
28-25 
55-16 
51-41 
17-35, 
29-3) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Andy Ludwig 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Madison, Wis. 


2013: 
9-4 overall, 6-2 Big Ten (2nd, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Gary Andersen — At Wisconsin: 9-4, 1 year; 
overall: 39-35, 6 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
10; 5 offense, 3 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Joe! Stave, RB Melvin Gordon, 

RB Corey Clement, WR Jordan Fredrick, 
RT Rob Havenstein, NG Warren Herring, 
LB Derek Landisch, LB Vince Biegel, 
CB Sojourn Shelton 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Wisconsin will once again possess one of the 
most talented running back combinations in 
the country. Gordon will begin the season as 

a Heisman Trophy candidate, while Clement is 
in line to be the team’s next great tailback. The 


stout offensive line returns four starters, and 
a stable of tight ends will provide a safety 
valve for the QB. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

While questions abound at quarterback, an 
even bigger issue involves which wide receiv- 
ers will step up to replace the playmaking 
ability of Jared Abbrederis. Wisconsin may 
have to rely on incoming freshmen. 
Defensively, Wisconsin will be extremely 
young in the front seven. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB James White, WR Jared Abbrederis, 
TE Jacob Pedersen, NG Beau Allen, 

LB Chris Borland, LB Ethan Armstrong, 
S Dezmen Southward 


OVERVIEW: 

Year 2 of the Gary Andersen era should pro- 
vide more stability with terminology in the 
playbook, but the team will face a significant 
drop-off in reliable veterans with game experi- 
ence. The good news for the Badgers is that 
the schedule sets up well in Big Ten play, and 
it won't be a surprise if Wisconsin improves 
enough to win the Big Ten West and reach the 
conference title game. 
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WISCONSIN 


BADGERS 


For more coverage of the Badgers, visit wisconsin.247Sports.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Dave Aranda 


STADIUM: Camp Randall: 80,321 


Path to Big Ten West Title Could Run Through Madison 


or the third consecutive season, 
Pivtsccas will begin fall camp 

without knowing who will serve as 
the starting quarterback. The two-man 
race appears to be wide open. 

In one corner stands Joel Stave, who 
is 13-6 in 19 career starts over two sea- 
sons. In the other corner is challenger 
Tanner McEvoy, who has never thrown 
a pass in a Division I game. 

McEvoy, a dual-threat signal caller, 
closed the gap considerably on Stave 
during spring practices. Stave, mean- 
while, missed the end of spring ball 
— including the team’s spring game — 
while resting a sore right shoulder sus- 
tained during Wisconsin’s loss to South 
Carolina in the Capital One Bowl. 

Statistics and experience would sug- 
gest Stave has the edge. He finished 
last season fifth in program history for 
single-season passing yards (2,494), 
third in pass completions (208), sixth 
in completion percentage (.619) and 
second in passing touchdowns (22). 

Still, his consistency waned as the 
season progressed — on deep balls and 
even dump-offs in the flat — which left 
the door open for someone else to earn 
the starting role. 

Enter McEvoy, who was the first quarter- 
back recruited by head coach Gary Ander- 
sen and his coaching staff at Wisconsin. 

McEvoy’s story is unusual — “A long 
little journey,” he called it. He came to 
Wisconsin as a quarterback in the fall of 
2013, but quickly fell behind Stave and 
then-senior Curt Phillips. McEvoy then 
broke his wrist and wound up spend- 
ing last season as a safety because of his 
sheer athleticism and football smarts. 

But now he is back at his natural 
position, and his ability to keep plays 
alive with his feet could prove to be the 
dynamic that puts him over the top in 
the quarterback race. 

“He carries himself like a quarter- 


back,” Andersen said. 

“I think when he walked in here before 
he carried himself like a quarterback that 
was absorbing a very difficult offense 
and new terminology. So much of the 
run checks that he has to handle and the 
demeanor that he carried himself with 
last August and the way he carries himself 
today is really completely different. 

“He walks up to the huddle; he looks 
more comfortable, and | think the foot- 
ball team is more comfortable around 
him, similar to how they were with Joel 
walking in and saying, ‘Hey, this guy 
can get it done for us.’” 

Wisconsin will need strong quarter- 
back play to improve on its 9-4 record 
from last season. If the Badgers find 
it, the path through the Big Ten West 
could go through Madison. 

“T just want to compete every day,” 
McEvoy said. “In the long run, we’re go- 
ing to make each other better, whoever 
wins it. So I’m looking forward to that. 
We've got a lot to work on.” 


OFFENSE 


While the quarterback battle rages, it 
remains to be seen which wide receiv- 
ers will emerge as viable threats in the 
passing game. 

Gone is All-Big Ten pick Jared Ab- 
brederis, who caught a school-record 78 
passes for 1,081 yards with seven touch- 
downs a year ago and proved to be 
the only player capable of consistently 
stretching the field on deep balls. 

Wisconsin’s returning wide receiv- 
ers — Jordan Fredrick, Alex Erickson, 
Kenzel Doe and Rob Wheelwright — 
caught a total of 28 passes for 299 yards 
without a touchdown. 

Wisconsin may need help in the pass- 
ing game from its tight ends, which has 
been a strength of the offense for years. 
Though tight ends Jacob Pedersen and 
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Melvin Gordon 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


Brian Wozniak have used up their eligibil- 
ity, senior Sam Arneson is in position to 
have a big season. He caught six passes 

a year ago for 57 yards with two touch- 
downs. Fullback Derek Watt also could 
spend time at tight end to create match- 
up problems for opposing defenses. 

The passing game questions mean 
the Badgers’ running game will be even 
more important. And Wisconsin’s tail- 
back tandem could very well prove to be 
the best in college football once again, 
with Melvin Gordon and Corey Clement 
handling the bulk of the carries. 

A year ago, Gordon and James White 
rushed for 3,053 yards to set a single-sea- 
son FBS record for teammates. They also 
became the first teammates to each run 
for at least 1,400 yards. Don’t be surprised 
if Gordon and Clement put up similar 
numbers, especially with an offense that 
is lacking in big-play wide receivers. 

“We have a lot of weight on our 
shoulders,” Clement said. 
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Seen eeeeeeeeees wee eeeeee 


“We know what Wisconsin actually 
represents. It’s Running Back U. So we 
just have to show that each week we 
come out. I don’t really see anybody 
else hopefully being a competition to us 
in the regular season. Because I believe 
this offseason we will put in a lot of 
work. Nobody should really be able to 
touch us this year.” 

Wisconsin should once again have 
a dominant offensive line to lead the 
way for its tailbacks. The likely season- 
opening lineup of left tackle Tyler Marz, 
left guard Dallas Lewallen, center Dan 
Voltz, right guard Kyle Costigan and 
right tackle Rob Havenstein has played 
in a combined total of 100 games with 
64 starts. 


DEFENSE 


By most any measure, Wisconsin 
produced one of the elite defenses in 
college football during Dave Aranda’s 
first season as coordinator. The Badgers 


SOR e ee eee eee ee nese eeeeeneeeseuaee 


ranked No. 7 in total defense (305.1 
yards per game), sixth in scoring de- 
fense (16.3 points per game) and fifth in 
rushing defense (102.5 yards). 

But just when you begin to build 
something special in college, players use 
up their eligibility and force wholesale 
changes that can leave entire units in flux. 

The task for Aranda in Year 2 is to 
find similar success with an almost 
entirely new set of starters on the front 
seven. Aranda’s goal is to maximize his 
players’ strengths, which appears to be 
quickness and athleticism. 

“We will be slanting, stunting and 
blitzing more,” Aranda said. “I think 
we'll be more athletic. We'll be quicker 
and faster. The stoutness and everything 
is not going to be there just because that 
was a special group of guys last year.” 

Defensive ends Chikwe Obasih and 
Konrad Zagzebski should play alongside 
nose guard Warren Herring to form 
a formidable front of Wisconsin’s 3-4 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB —_ Joel Stave* Jt. Team is 13-6 in his 19 career starts. Tanner McEvoy, Jr. 
RB Melvin Gordon Jf. Ranked 10th nationally in total rushing yards (1,609). Corey Clement, So. 
FB Derek Watt Jr. J.J. Watt’s brother could get more involved in passing game. Derek Straus, Jr. 

WR Jordan Fredrick Jt. Team's leading returning receiver (10 catches, 106 yards). Alex Erickson, So. 
WR _ Kenzel Doe Sr. Speedy 5-8 slot man also deadly in return game. Rob Wheelwright, So. 


TE Sam Ameson Sr. Has greater role after loss of three players ahead of him. Austin Maly, Jr. 


LT ‘Tyler Marz* Jr. 


All-Big Ten honorable mention pick last season. 


Hayden Biegel, Fr. 


LG Dallas Lewallen* Sr. Missed spring camp with knee injury. Can also play center. Ray Ball, Jr. 


C Dan Voltz So. 


Missed spring (upper body). Started six games in 2013. 


Michael Deiter, Fr. 


RG __ Kyle Costigan* Sr. 
RT __ Rob Havenstein* Sr. 


Two-year starter on the offensive line. 
Second-team all-league pick by coaches, Has 28 starts. 


Trent Denlinger, So. 
Walker Williams, So. 


K Jack Russell* Jr. 


Made 9 of 13 FGs last season; came on strong late. 


Andrew Endicott, So. 


*Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. 
DE — Chikwe Obasih Fr. 


COMMENT 


Coaching staff impressed with redshirt freshman. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Jake Keefer, Jr. 


NG Warren Herring Sr. Tied for second on team with four sacks last season. Bryce Gilbert, Sr. 


DE Konrad Zagzebski Sr. 


Had 19 tackles and 2.0 TFLs in reserve role last season. 


James Adeyanju, Jr. 


LB Vince Biegel So. Tallied 25 tackles with two sacks a year. ago in limited action. Jesse Hayes, Jr. 
LB Joe Schobert Jr. Has appeared in 20 games with one career start. Michael Trotter, Sr. 
LB Derek Landisch Sr. Leading returning tackler among linebackers (33). Jack Cichy, So. 


LB Marcus Trotter Sr. 


Filled in well briefly last year for injured Chris Borland. 


Leon Jacobs, So. 


CB Sojourn Shelton* _—_—So. Started all 13 games as a freshman last year. Tw. Reynard, Jr. 


CB Darius Hillary* Jt. 
SS — Michael Caputo* Jr. 


Has 14 career starts, most among defensive players. 
Moved back to safety after trying outside linebacker in spring, 
Had 15 tackles and one interception last season. 


Devin Gaulden, Jr. 
Peniel Jean, Sr. 
Austin Hudson, Fr. 


i Averaged 38.6 yards per punt as starter last season. 


FS Leo Musso So. 
P Drew Meyer* Jf. 
*Returning Starter 


Brett Nethery, So. 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


ty —- 


Krenwick Sanders : 
The three-star receiv- 


er from Jesup (Ga.) 
Wayne County will 
bring stretch-the- 
field, big-play ability 
to the Badgers 
offense as a true 
freshman. The 6-2, 
190-pound Sanders 
had a prolific high 
school career, catch- 
ing 199 passes for 
3,613 yards and 56 
touchdowns. 


Serge Trezy 

A Top100 JC pros- 
pect that is already 

a top three safety for 
Wisconsin heading 
into the fall, and the 
Eastern Arizona 
College product can 
also give the Badgers 
snaps as a nickel 
corner covering slot 
receivers. Could also 
return kicks in 
Madison, and was 

a really talented run- 
ning back on the JC 
level. 


Rafael Gaglianone 
The Brazilian born 
kicker should make an 
impact from day one. 
Out of Chattanooga 
(Tenn.) Baylor, 
Gaglianone was the 
Tennessee Mr. Football 
Kicker of the Year after 
making 10 of 14 field 
goals, with a long of 
57. He also banged 42 
touchbacks on 44 
attempts. The nation's 
No. 4-ranked kicker 
according to 
247Sports. 


Stars Hometavin 


Beau Benzschawel OL 6-6 252 OOO Grafton 
247Sports Composite rated No. 60 offensive tackle nationally and No. 11 player 
in Wisconsin... As a senior, had 60 tackles, including 12 tackles for loss, and 5.5 sacks. 


Dominic Cizauskas 1B 6-2 249 O&O Mukwonago Mukwonago 
Rated No. 66 inside linebacker nationally and No. 10 player in Wisconsin by 247Sports 
Composite... Had 109 tackles, including 17 tackles for loss, and five sacks as a junior. 


Taiwan Deal RB 6-1 22 OO6  — Capitol Heights, MD DeMatha 
Ranked No. 31 running back nationally and No. 10 player in Maryland by 247Sports 
Composite... Gatorade Maryland Player of the Year... All-State... Had 1,200 yards 
rushing and 18 touchdowns as a senior. 


Michael Deiter OL 65 310 OO@ — Curtice, OH Genoa 
247Sports Composite rated No. 52 offensive guard nationally... All-State... As a senior, 
had 42 solo tackles, 17 tackles for loss and 6.5 sacks. 


D'Cota Dixon CBO5-11 179 OOO New Smyma Beach, FL New Smyma Beach 
Ranked No. 127 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite... All-State... 


Tw. Edwards OW 62 215 OO Lake Villa, IL Lakes Community 
247Sports Composite rated No. 75 player in Illinois... Had 20 tackles, including two tackles 
for loss, two sacks and one interception in three games as a senior. 


Lubem Figaro ATH 6&0 175 OOO — Everett, MA Everett 
Ranked No. 6 player in Massachusetts by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to three 


state championships... Had 117 career tackles, nine sacks and seven interceptions. 


Rafael Gaglianone «= KK «6-1 «225 «OOO —_ $a Paulo, Brazil Baylor (TN) 
247Sports Composite rated No. 16 kicker nationally and No. 29 player in Tennessee... 
Tennessee Mr. Football Kicker of the Year... Made 10 of 14 field goals attempted, with 
a long of 57 yards, as a senior... Forty-two of 44 kickoffs went for touchbacks. 


Jaden Gault OL 66 310 GOSS Cottage Grove Monona Grove 
247Sports Composite rated No. 13 offensive tackle nationally and No. 1 player in 
Wisconsin... U.S. Army All-American... Did not allow a sack in three seasons. 


D.J. Gillins QB 63 18 GOO0 Jacksonville, FL Ribault 
Ranked No. 8 dual-threat quarterback nationally and No. 41 player in Florida by 
247Sports Composite... Had 7,271 career yards passing and 76 touchdowns. 


Billy Hirschfeld DL 66 20 O00 Okauchee Hartland Arrowhead 
247Sports Composite rated No. 22 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 5 player 
in Wisconsin... Had 184 career tackles, including 49 tackles for loss, 35 sacks, nine 
fumbles caused, eight passes broken up and two field goals blocked. 


Austin Hudson $ 62 19 806 Tampa, FL Plant 
Had 90 tackles, including three tackles for loss, 12 passes broken up, three interceptions 
and two fumbles caused as a senior... Had 20 receptions for 447 yards and six touch- 
downs. 


Natrell Jamerson WR 60 175 OOO Ocala, FL Vanguard 
Ranked No. 140 player in Florida by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Had 119 
career receptions for 2,096 yards and 42 touchdowns. 
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Micah Kapoi National Rank: 33 Big Ten: 5 
Out of Kapolei 
(Hawaii) High, the 
6-4, 298-pound 
Kapoi is a nasty, 
very physical player 
that falls in line with 
the typical offensive 
linemen the Badgers 
program seeks. By 
the time he leaves 
Madison, Kapoi 
should outperform 
his ranking. 


2015 NEEDS: tre Badgers will look 


towards linebacker in 2015 after losing three in 2013 
and saying goodbye to two more contributors in 2014. 
Wisconsin has a pretty balanced roster, but they'll also 
look to take four or five offensive linemen in this 
upcoming haul. 

By Steve Wiltfong 


Pos it = Wt Stars Hometown 
Chris Jones WR 62 18 OOO — Ayattsville, mD DeMatha 


247Sports Composite rated No. 17 player in Maryland... Had 30 receptions for more 
than 500 yards as a senior. 


Micah Kapol OL 64 208 OO Kapolei, Hl Kapolei 
Ranked No. 178 offensive tackle nationally and No. 10 player in Hawaii by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... 


Caleb Kinlaw RB 5-9 199 OOO — Goose Creek, SC Goose Creek 
247Sports Composite rated No. 46 running back nationally and No. 18 player in South 
Carolina... Two-time All-State... Had 4,186 career rushing yards and 52 touchdowns. 


Jacob Maxwell OL 66 2:0 OO Greendale 
Ranked No. 19 player in Wisconsin by 247Sports Composite... All-State... 
tackles, including five tackles for loss, and four sacks as a senior nose guard. 


George Panos O 65 20 900 Hartland Arrowhead 
247Sports Composite rated No. 16 offensive guard nationally and No. 4 player in 
Wisconsin... Two-time All-State... Helped team to two consecutive state titles. 


Jeremy Patterson DL 63 315 OOO Jesup, Ga Wayne County 
Ranked No. 38 defensive tackle nationally and No. 48 player in Georgia by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Had 118 career tackles, including 33 tackles for loss. 

George Rushing, Il WR 6-1 18 OOO 


Fl. Lauderdale, FL Cardinal Gibbons 


247Sports Composite rated No. 123 player in Florida... As a senior, had 49 receptions 
for 670 yards and 18 touchdowns. 


Krenwick Sanders WR 62 19 OO©0 Jesup, GA Wayne County 
Ranked No. 33 player in Georgia by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Had 199 
career receptions for 3,613 yards and 56 touchdowns. 


Conor Sheehy DL 64 275 OOO — Milwaukee Marquette 
247Sports Composite rated No. 20 weakside defensive end nationally and No. 3 player 
in Wisconsin... Had 218 career tackles, including 43 tackles for loss. 


Derrick Tindal CBO5-11 175 OOO Lauderdale Lakes, FL Boyd Anderson 
Ranked No. 110 cornerback nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 150 career 
tackles, 10 interceptions and 13 passes broken up. 


Ula Tolutau AM 6-1 900 Salt Lake City, UT East 
247Sports Composite rated No. 86 fullback nationally and No. 14 player in Utah... Utah 
Mr. Football... All-State... As a senior, had 2,437 yards rushing and 31 touchdowns. 


Serge Trezy S$ 62 15 800 Orlando, FL Eastem Arizona 
Ranked No. 4 junior college all-purpose player nationally and No. 9 junior college 
player in Arizona by 247Sports Composite. 


Darelan Watkins WR 62 192 ©O©© Galion, OH 
247Sports Composite rated No. 9 athlete nationally and No. 12 player in Ohio... 
responsible for 86 career touchdowns — rushing, passing and receiving. 
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No. Name 


2 
2 


James Adeyanju 
Chasen Andersen 


BADGERS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. 


ILB 


Ht Wt Cl. Hometown 


6-2 


Chicago, IL 


No. Name 


1 


A.J. Jordan 


Hometown 


Dayton, OH 


6-0 


Logan, UT 


93 


Jake Keefer 


Woodville 


12 


Thad Armstrong 


QB 


6-3 


Ottawa, IL 


49_Sam Ameson 


46 


Matt Austin 


TE 
LB 


6-4 


Merrill 


39 Brady Kelliher 


30 


Sussex 


Derek Landisch 


Nashotah 


6-3 


Fond du Lac 


1 


Ray Ball 


OL 


6-7 


Columbus, OH 


18 _Lance Baretz 


74 


Hayden Biegel 


WR 
OL 


S11 190 
6-6 


___ Franklin 
Wisconsin Rapids 


47 


Vince Biegel _ 


OLB 


6-4 


24 


Keelon Brookins 


Ss 


5-10 


So. _ Wisconsin Rapids" 
Fr. St. Paul, MN 


17 


Sherard Cadogan 


OLB 


6-3 


Sr. Washington Township, WJ. 


7 
48 


Michael Caputo 


Ss 


6-1 


Imperial, PA 


Jack Cichy 


ILB 


6-2 


Somerset 


Corey Clement 


5-11 


Glassboro, NJ 


5 
31 


Kyle Costigan 


Connor Cummins 


ol 
WR 


6535 


6-1 


Wind Lake 
Kettering, OH 


63 


Michael Deiter 


OL 


6-5 


Curtice, OH 


3 


Trent Denlinger 
Kenzel Doe 


OL 
WR 


6-6 


Cuba City 


5-8 


Reidsville, NC 


55 


Garret Dooley 


DE 


6-2 


Rochester, IL 


37 


Andrew Endicott 


K 


5-9 


So. Roseville, CA 


Alex Erickson 


WR 


So. Darlington 


31 


36 


Hugs Etienne 
Joe Ferguson 


cB 
Ss 


5-11 18 
6-1 


So. Fort Lauderdale, FL_ 
So. Madison 


29 


Terrance Floyd 


cB 


5-10 196 


Je. Boynton Beach, FL 


9 


Jordan Fredrick 


WR 


6-4 210 


Jr. Madison 


4 
10 


Troy Fumagalli__ 


tr 


6-5 233 


Fr Naperville, 1L_ 


Devin Gaulden 


CB 


5-10 180 


Jr. Miramar, FL 


68 


Jaden Gault 


oL 


6-6 310 


Fr. Cottage Grove 


77_Bryce Gilbert _ 


vas 


95 


DJ. Gillins 
Arthur Goldberg 


08 


NG 


62305 


Sr. Brookfield” 


£3 185 


6-3 290 


Fr. _ Jacksonville, FL_ 
So. Mount Lebanon, PA 


25 Melvin Gordon RB 61207 


14 


Nate Hammon 


Jr. Kenosha 


s 


6-1 


So. Milton 


Josh Harrison 


OLB 


6-0 


Sr. Huber Heights, OH 


Rob Havenstein 


me 


6-8 


Sr. Mount Airy, MD 


Jesse Hayes 


OLB 


6-3 


Jr _ Cincinnati, OH 


Ben Hemer 


OL 


6-4 


Fr. Medford 


Warren Herring 


NG 


6-3 


Sr. Fairview Heights, IL 


_Datius Hillary 


Bart Houston 


cB 


QB 


5-11 


__ St Cincinnati, OH 


6-4 


So. Dublin, CA 


Austin Hudson 


6-2 


Fr. Tampa, FL 


Vonte Jackson 


Ss 


6-1 


So___Kenosha 


Leon Jacobs 


OLB 


6-2 


So, _ Santa Clarita, CA 


Alec James 


DE 


6-4 


Fr. Brookfield 


73 


Dallas Lewallen 


Berlin 


22 


Jetfrey Lewis 


Brookfield 


16 


Reggie Love 


So. 


Boynton Beach, FL 


84 


Austin Maly 


Jr. 


Waunakee 


61 


Tyler Marz 


Jr 


Springfield MN 


Tanner McEvoy 


Jr. 


Hillsdale, NJ 


56 


James McGuire 


Aidan McNamara 


Sh 
Fe 


9 


Drew Meyer 


or 


St. Paul, MN 
Madison 
Hartland 


52 


Carl Miller 


Northbrook, IL 


19 


Leo Musso 


Waunakee 


91 


Brett Nethery 


Greendale 


34 


Chikwe Obasih 


Brookfield 


18 


Dare Ogunbowale 


" 


Jazz Peavy 


Milwaukee 
__ Kenosha 


54 


Jake Rademacher 


So. 


Wales 


30 


Austin Ramesh 


Fr. 


Land 0° Lakes 


1 
_Ben Ruechel 


57 


T.J. Reynard 3 


Jr. 


Virginia Beach, VA 


Sr. 


Oconto 


97 


Jack Russell 


Waunakee 


79 


Logan Schmidt 


Gotham 


58 


Joe Schobert 


Waukesha 


49 


Justin Schweitzer OLB 6-1 


Silver Lake 


14 Connor Senger QB 5-10 175 


Milwaukee 


Sojourn Shelton 5-9 172 


So. 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


36 


D.J. Spurling 5-10 225 


Fe 


Slinger 


2 


Joel Stave 6-5 225 


Jr. 


__ Greenfield 


44 


Eric Steffes 6-3 252 


Mount Calvary 


82 Jake Stengel = WR 6-3 197 


26 


Sheboygan 


Derek Straus FB 6-0 235 


Waunakee 


46 


Austin Traylor TE 6-3 243 


Columbus, 0H 


59 


Marcus Trotter 6-0 233 


Racine 


43 


Michael Trotter 6-0 205 


Racine 


Connor Udelhoven §-11 223 


St. Paul, MN 


70_ Dan Voltz = 6-3 313 


& 
34 


Barrington, IL 


Alex Walker 6-4 239 


Glendale 


Derek Watt 6-2 231 


Pewaukee 


85 


TJ. Watt 6-5 235 


Pewaukee 


+ 


Robert Wheelwright 6-2 198 


Columbus, OH 


62 


Walker Williams OL 6-7 322 


Tacoma, WA 


Peniel Jean 


cB 


5-11 


Sr. West Palm Beach, FL 


1 


Konrad Zagzebski DE 6-3 278 


‘Weston 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


DEF. LEADERS 


Tackles: C. Borland 112, M. Caputo 63, E. Armstrong 51 
Tackles for loss: C. Borland 8.5, B. Kelly 7, W. Herring 6 
Sacks: B. Kelly 4.5, C. Borland 4, W. Herring 4 
Interceptions; S, Shelton 4, five tied with 1 


0 


14° 12.3 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avug/G 
ASSI J. Stave 13 138.1 208 336 13 619 2494 22 65 191.8 
u wig C. Phillips 3 43.6 7 14-2) 1500 37 
GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avo/G 
J, Abbrederis 13° 78 «#1081 139 7 «65 832 
RECEIVING J, Pedersen 12 39 551 141 3 61 459 
J. White 13 39° «96300 «(7.7 ClE PAY | 
GP Att. Gain Loss Net Aug TD Long Avg/G 
M. Gordon 13 206 1650 41 1609 78 12 80 123.8 
RUSHING J. White 13 221 1484 40 1444) «#65 13 «93 «111.4 
C. Clement 12. 67 555 8 547 82 7 #7 456 


NOTEBOOK 


oaches have been so impressed with fullback 

Derek Watt that they're trying new ways to keep 
him on the field. Watt said he spent the entire spring 
in the tight ends meeting room instead of with the 
running backs for the first time. 

“As a fullback, you can get anywhere from as low 
as 10 to as high as 25, 30 reps in a game,” Watt said. 

“But it kind of fluctuates. Especially in the passing 
game, I’m split out once in a while. I'm the wing back, 
running certain routes. It’s definitely different than 
running just a flat route or a wheel route as a fullback. 

“It's good to see that they’re trying to get me more 
involved and get me more reps this season.” 

Watt carried the ball just once for eight yards 
last season and caught three passes for 20 yards 
with a touchdown. 

© Could a 5-8 slot man who has never caught a 
touchdown pass really become Wisconsin’s No. 1 
wide receiver? Given the state of the team’s receiv- 
ers, it certainly isn't out of the question. 

Kenzel Doe may not possess the height of most 
top-level wideouts, but he was among Wisconsin’s 
most consistent receivers during the spring. He also 
caught the only touchdown pass of the team’s 
spring game. 

“| tell coach each and every time, | want to be No. 
1,” Doe said. 

“I'm not going to settle for No. 2 or No. 3 just 
because |’m the slot. I’m small. | don’t really care 
about that. I'm going to go out there and compete.” 

e When Gary Andersen left Utah State to become 
head coach at Wisconsin, he left behind two sons and 
ultimately gained another. 

Oldest son Keegan Andersen already was a tight 
end at Utah State and stayed put. Hagen Andersen, 
meanwhile, decided to join his brother by committing 
to Utah State out of high school. But Hagen’s twin, 
Chasen, opted to join his father at Wisconsin. 

Chasen Andersen will play inside linebacker as a 
freshman at Wisconsin this fall. He led all players in 
Utah, regardless of classification, with 160 tackles as 
a junior at Logan High School. He missed almost his 
entire senior season with ACL and MCL tears in his 
right knee. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“Melvin Gordon just looks tremendous at run- 
ning back. Along with Corey Clement, that’s one 
thing that has stayed the same. Wisconsin is very 
good at tailback. 

“Joel Stave practiced when | was there but he 
was hurt after | left. But Tanner McEvoy had a 
really good spring. The interesting thing is that D.J. 
Gillins, who is a mid-semester enrollee out of high 
school, is a dual-threat quarterback. So we're see- 
ing maybe for the first time a little bit of spread 
elements in the Wisconsin offense. That will be 
interesting to follow. 

“I’m not saying that’s going to happen, but Gary 
Anderson ran the spread at Utah State. The year 
they lost to Wisconsin (2012), he was all spread.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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~ Ge Rob Havenstein 


Photo by Steve Beyer 


defense. Linebackers Joe Schobert, Der- 
ek Landisch, Vince Biegel and Marcus 
Trotter tallied a combined 105 tackles, 
including 9.5 tackles for loss a year ago. 
Schobert, in particular, wreaked 
havoc on Wisconsin’s offense dur- 
ing the team’s spring game and could 
be in for a big season. Two years ago, 
Schobert was set to walk-on at North 
Dakota before a last-minute offer to join 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 44.1 6 
Rushing 235.6 1 
Passing 234.3 61 
Total 469.9 14 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


29.6 
236.4 
156.9 
393.3 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
19.0 13 
152.8 60 
163.6 4 
316.4 15 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


19.1 
128.9 
193.6 
322.6 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+16 +1.14 4 +3 +0.21 
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2012 RANKINGS 
PER GAME 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


Wisconsin's team. 

“We lost a lot of experience, a lot of 
good players,” Schobert said. 

“But I think we have the potential 
to be a really fast, athletic group this 
year. I think everybody who’s going to 
be playing has played in games. So we 
know what it’s like to travel, to play in 
games. Most of us have started at least 
a couple.” 

Wisconsin’s secondary appears to be 
shaping up well and could be better 
than many people expect. Cornerback 
Sojourn Shelton returns for his sopho- 
more season after starting all 13 games 
a year ago. Darius Hillary (14 career 
starts) joins him at cornerback. And the 
surprise of spring camp, Devin Gaulden, 
has become a solid third cornerback. 

Gaulden tore his ACL during 
a 2012 game against UTEP, but has 
worked his way back and impressed 
the coaching staff. 

Safety depth was so thin for Wiscon- 
sin in the spring that Michael Caputo 
moved back to safety after trying out- 
side linebacker early in spring practice. 
He could be joined by Leo Musso, 
though senior Peniel Jean (31 career 
games) and freshman Austin Hudson 
could see time there as well. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Junior Jack Russell put together 
a decent spring to remain in control 
of the starting kicking role. But incom- 
ing freshman Rafael Gaglianone, the 
Tennessee Mr. Football Kicker of the 
Year, could challenge Russell in the fall. 
Russell had an up-and-down sophomore 
season and made 9 of 13 field goal tries. 

Redshirt junior Drew Meyer will 
continue to handle punt duties after 
finishing a solid sophomore campaign. 
He averaged 38.6 yards on 53 punts and 
proved to be among the most reliable 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 34.8 27 
Rushing 283.8 8 
Passing 197.1 93 
Total 480.8 18 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
16.3 6 
102.5 5 
202.5 17 
305.1 7 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+1 +01 


T-56 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] L 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Melvin Gordon 

Will be the featured tailback, 
following in the footsteps of 
recent standouts Montee Ball 
and James White. ... Broke the 
single-season school record 
for rushing yards per attempt 
in 2013 at 7.8. ... Is the 
NCAA's active career leader in 
rushing yards per attempt at 
8.1 yards. ... Became the sixth UW player in the last nine 
seasons to rank among the nation's top 10 in rushing 
yards, ... Reached 1,000 rushing yards faster than any- 
one in school history, doing so on just 104 carries. 


EMERGING STAR 


RB Corey Clement 

Averaged 8.2 yards per carry 
in limited action last season. ... 
Was one of just six FBS true 
freshmen to open a career 
with consecutive 100-yard 
rushing games since 
Oklahoma’s Adrian Peterson 
set an NCAA freshman record 
by hitting the century mark 
nine straight times in 2004, ... Has worked on pass 
protection and catching out of the backfield to improve 
all-around game. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DE Chikwe Obasih 

Opened spring as a third- 
string lineman and quickly 
moved into starting role. ... 
At 6-2, 245 pounds, will add 
speed and power to defensive 
line in need of creating quar- 
terback pressure. ... Finished 
three-year varsity career at 
Brookfield High (Wis.) with 
223 tackles, 49 tackles for loss, 17 sacks, nine forced 
fumbles, six fumble recoveries and an interception. ... 
Took a redshirt season as true freshman a year ago. ... 
Sister competes in track and field at Minnesota. 


RESULTS 
9-4, 6-2 
MASSACHUSETTS 
TENNESSEE TECH 
at Arizona State 
PURDUE 
at Ohio State 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Illinois 
at lowa 
BYU 
INDIANA 
at Minnesota 
PENN STATE 
Capital One Bow! 
vs. South Carolina 


Pcie se ae ce ee Oe ete 


24-34 
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Patience Pays Off 
For RB Clement 


orey Clement came to Wisconsin as one of 
the most highly regarded running backs the 
Badgers had ever recruited. 

And for a prospect following in the footsteps 
of some big names — Ron Dayne, John Clay, 
Montee Ball, James White and Melvin Gordon, to 
name a few — managing expectations can be 
no easy task. 

Even as a freshman, Clement clearly possessed 
all the tools to be a dominant running back. But at 
Wisconsin, freshmen must grab a number and wait 
in line. As talented as Clement was, he couldn't 
find many carries behind White and Gordon, who 
broke the FBS record for combined rushing yards 
by teammates in a single season. 

“| think my biggest thing was just being 
patient,” Clement said. 

“| knew | was going to have mop-up duty or 
whatever. | tried to be naive to it, and | wanted 
to try to work hard in the offseason and try to 
possibly get in the mix early in the game. But it’s 
hard with James and Melvin still playing in front 
of you. So | was just being patient.” 

With one college season under his belt, it is 
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: yards per return. He also scored on a 

: 91-yard kickoff return against South 

? Carolina in the Capital One Bowl. His 
: 26.5-yard average on kick returns tied 
: for the Big Ten lead. 


Wisconsin, his confidence could not be higher. 


As a freshman, Clement averaged 8.2 yards : 
per carry; three times he rushed for more than : Big Ten title game. 
100 yards despite earning carries only in the ; 
second half of those games. He finished the year : 


with 547 yards rushing and seven touchdowns : 


as the team’s third-string running back. 


Those numbers were similar to the produc- : 
tion Wisconsin found from Gordon back in 2012 : 
when he served as the third-string running back. : 
All Gordon did to follow up that season was rush : 


for 1,609 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
What could Clement show this season? 
“| think his all-around game,” Gordon said. 


“Just to show people that he can catch, too. : 
| don’t think he caught one pass. He can do it all. : 
He didn’t really have a chance to showcase what ; 
he can do, how explosive he is, how powerful : 
he is. He’s really going to put on display what : 


he can do.” 


That’s a scary proposition for opposing de- 
fenses, which have enough trouble dealing with ; 


Gordon, an early Heisman Trophy candidate. 


“| see a lot of potential with me and him,” 


Clement said. 


specials teams’ players at Wisconsin. 
Expect to see wide receiver Kenzel 

Doe back as a return man. Doe handled 

16 punts a year ago and averaged 7.2 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Wisconsin will know exactly where 


: it stands early in the season because 

: the Badgers face their toughest season- 
: opener in years against LSU at Reli- 

: ant Stadium in Houston, Texas. The 

: matchup is just the start of a string of 

? SEC openers for Wisconsin in an effort 
? to boost schedule strength, with the 

: College Football Playoff placing a par- 

: ticular importance in that area. 


Regardless of the outcome, Wisconsin 


: should be among the favorites to win 

? the Big Ten West in the first year of the 
: East-West division format. Wisconsin 

: avoids facing Big Ten East powerhouses 
? Ohio State, Michigan, Michigan State 

: and Penn State in what is one of the 

: more favorable conference schedules 


? the Badgers likely will ever have. 
now Clement's turn to share carries in the back- : 


field. White has used up his eligibility, so the : 
Gordon-Clement tandem will be front and center. : 


And though Clement has just 67 career carries at : 
: those contests unscathed, don't be 


Key conference games for Wiscon- 
sin are at Northwestern (Oct. 4), vs. 
Nebraska (Nov. 15) and at Iowa (Nov. 
22). If Wisconsin can walk away from 
surprised to see an appearance in the 


— Jesse Temple 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 13 Record 
Aug.30 vs, LSU (Houston) 10-3 
Sept.6 | WESTERN ILLINOIS 4-8 
Sept.20 BOWLING GREEN 10-4 
Sept. 27 SOUTH FLORIDA 2-10 
Oct. 4 at Northwestern 5-7 
Oct. 11 ILLINOIS 4-8 
Oct. 25 MARYLAND 7-6 
Nov. 1 at Rutgers 6-7 
Nov. 8 at Purdue 1-11 
Nov. 15 NEBRASKA 9-4 
Nov. 22 at lowa 8-5 
Nov. 29 MINNESOTA 8-5 
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IN WESTERN MICHIGAN | BRONCOS 


—— MACrank:12 Record: 1-11 MAC record: 1-7 (T-5Sth, West) Stadium: Waldo Stadium (30,200) 


By David Drew 


a 


5 rr ay 


camp. WMU will bring in three-star receiver Lonnie 


Johnson, who switched allegiances from Ohio State erence 

late in the recruiting process. he oe frost te 
WMU hired former University of Michigan su- a Corey Davis* 

perstar back Mike Hart, who gets to coach fifth-year WR Darius Phillips 


wR Kendrick Roberts 

TE Eric Boyden 

LT Willie Beavers* 
Jackson Day 
Jimmy Kristof* 

RG Jon Hoffing* 
Taylor Moton* 


DEFENSE 

DE Keion Adams 

DL David Curle 

DL Cleveland Smith* 
Andre Tumer 

LB Trevor Ishmael 
Devon Brant 
Austin Lewis* 

cB Donald Celiscar* 

cB Ronald Zamort* 

s Justin Currie* 

s Rontavious Atkins 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 45 | Andrew Haldeman* 5-10 
P 37 | J.Schroeder* 6-0 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


senior Dareyon Chance and help develop three 
touted incoming freshmen — Jarvion Franklin, 
Jamauri Bogan and Leo Ekwoge. 

Returning starting quarterback Zach Terell 
further separated himself from redshirt freshman 
Cam Thomas in the spring, but Terell will have 
to hold off incoming 6-5 four-star recruit Chance 
Stewart, who was a headliner of the signing class. 


DEFENSE 

The Broncos were young, mostly undersized in 
the front seven last season, and a lack of depth 
forced a few players to play out of position. 

WMU returns a few players on the defensive line 
that could be difference-makers, including Keion 
Adams, Cleveland Smith and David Curle, but 
depth is a big concern at this position. 

Western Michigan will have three new starting 
linebackers and other young prospects well into the 
depth chart, but like so many other positions, the 
development of the incoming freshmen will have 
a big say on the group's success. 

The strength of WMU’s defense clearly will be 
the secondary, which returns three of four starters, 
plus playmaking senior safety Rontavious Atkins, 
who proved to be a difference maker in the close 
season-opening loss at Michigan State last year 
before breaking his hand in that game. 

The Broncos had the best pass defense in the 
MAC and the fourth-best mark in the country last 
season (169.2). 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Broncos have two veterans. Andrew 
Haldeman hit 16 of 20 field goal attempts during 
his junior campaign, but struggled with his kickoff 
power. Junior punter J. Schroeder has proven he 
has plenty of strength, but consistency has been an 
issue. He improved on that point last year, but still 
finished with one of the lower averages in the MAC 
(39.7 yards). 


OVERVIEW 

The school raised about $3.4 million for facility 
renovations, including new turf at Waldo Stadium 
and a facelift to its weight room and other indoor 
facilities in coach PJ. Fleck’s first year. His 1-11 
inaugural campaign didn’t sit well with the fan 
base, but he’s building the program the right way, 
especially with that strong recruiting class. 
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2014 PROJECTED STARTERS 


“This is not about a quick fix. We're 
going to do it the right way by 
recruiting high school players and 


playing young guys.” 
— Coach P.J. Fleck, on building 


Aug. 30 
WMU into a contender 


Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct.18 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 15 
Nov, 22 
Nov. 28 


at Purdue 

at Idaho 

MURRAY STATE 

at Virginia Tech 
TOLEDO 

at Ball State 

at Bowling Green 
OHIO 

at Miami (OH) 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Central Michigan 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


BRONCOS at a GLANCE 


LOCATION: Kalamazoo, Mich. 

COACH: P.J. Fleck — At WMU and overall: 1-11, | year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kirk Ciarrocca 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ed Pinkham 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1988 

LAST BOWL: 2011, Little Caesars Pizza 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14: 7 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


2014 SCHEDULE 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Corey Davis, CB Ronald Zamort, 


at Michigan State 
NICHOLLS STATE 


L 13-26 
L 23-27 
L 17-38 
L 3-59 
L 14-32 
L at Toledo 20-47 
L BUFFALO 0-33 
L 

Ww 

L 

I, 

te 


CB Donald Celiscar, S Justin Currie, S Rontavious Atkins 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Davis will draw plenty of defensive 
attention, which should create other opportunities through the air 
and on the ground. WMU returns five starters on a line that could 
help pave the way for a young and exciting backfield. A stout sec- 
ondary will allow WMU's front seven to find its groove. 

PRIMARY PROBLEMS: WMU has an overall lack of depth at 
most positions, It needs plenty of freshmen to be able to handle 
the rigors of college football and battle for starting jobs, including 
at quarterback and running back. Injuries on either line could be 
potentially devastating. 


at Northwestern 
at lowa 
KENT STATE 


BALL STATE 17-38 
31-30 
32-35 
22-27 
14-33 


2013 RESULTS 


at Massachusetts 
at Eastern Michigan (OT) 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Northern Illinois 


OFFENSE 

Western Michigan was unable to solve many 
position battles in the spring as it waited for the 
arrival of the highest-rated recruiting class in the 
history of the Mid-American Conference. 

Freshman All-American receiver Corey Davis 
(67 catches, 941 yards, six touchdowns) will be a 
legitimate scoring threat, and he should have more 
help around him this fall. 


OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 17.2 116 
Rushing 116.2 n2 
Passing 211.0 83 
Total 327.2 no 


TOP NEWCOMER 


QB Chance Stewart: The former Wisconsin com- 
mit, pegged as the future of the position at WMU, 
has game-ready size, along with the mobility and 


DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Scoring 35.4 T-104 
Rushing 250.0 18 


WMU also returns its second- and third-leading 
receivers, Kendrick Roberts (23 for 354, one TD) 
and Timmy Keith (20 for 218). Redshirt fresh- 
man Darius Phillips, who sat out last year due to 
complications with the NCAA, had a stellar spring 


strength to play right away. The questions sur- 
rounding Stewart involve decision-making and his 
ability to develop enough chemistry with his receiv- 
ers to surpass incumbent starter Zach Terrell. 


2013 RANKINGS 


Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


-8 


169.2 4 
419.2 85 


PER GAME RANK 
-07 T-107 
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NOTRE DAME 


For more coverage of the Fighting Irish, visit notredame.247Sports.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Denbrock 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
South Bend, Ind. 


2013: 
9-4, Independent 


COACH: Brian Kelly — At Notre Dame: 
37-15, 4 years; overall: 208-72-2, 23 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
11; 4 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Everett Golson, RB Greg Bryant, 
WR DaVaris Daniels, C Nick Martin, 
DT Sheldon Day, LB Jaylon Smith, 
CB KeiVarae Russell, S Max Redfield 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Notre Dame will have ample mix and match 
options at the skill positions to go with the most 
talented quarterback two-deep in Kelly’s tenure. 
Smith should be the program’s next All- 
American, assuming Russell doesn’t beat him to 
it. Jarron Jones and Day give the Irish a strong 
defensive tackle combination to anchor the line. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The offensive line is in rebuilding mode and 
barely got started on that process during 
spring ball because of injury. Martin (knee) and 
guard Christian Lombard (wrist) barely prac- 
ticed. Defensive end is a major question mark, 
with the Irish starting two converted OLBs. 

At middle linebacker the Irish will likely start 
former walk-on Joe Schmidt. 


KEY LOSSES: 
WR TJ Jones, TE Troy Niklas, OG Chris Watt, 
OT Zack Martin, NG Louis Nix, DE Stephon Tuitt 


OVERVIEW: 

Notre Dame appears to be a year away from 
contending for the College Football Playoff, but 
the Irish were hardly preseason contenders 
when they played for the BCS National 
Championship two years ago. Whatever suc- 
cess the Irish have this season will likely come 
down to Golson, as he represents the best 
blend of quarterback talent and experience 
Kelly has had in South Bend. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian VanGorder 


STADIUM: Notre Dame Stadium: 80,795 


Fighting Plan: Irish Want to Win with Aggression 


forward, Brian Kelly looked back. 

Set for a season of rebuilding and 
reinvention, the Irish head coach hopes 
his background at Grand Valley State 
can be part of the solution in South 
Bend after the program’s BCS National 
Championship Game encore fell flat. 
Notre Dame, coming off a forgettable 
appearance in the Pinstripe Bowl, has 
two new coordinators after Chuck 
Martin and Bob Diaco accepted head 
coaching positions. 

Instead of adding outside voices, 
Kelly picked familiar personalities. 

He rehired his first defensive coor- 
dinator, Brian VanGorder, who spent 
seven of the past nine years in the NFL. 
And he promoted Mike Denbrock to 
offensive coordinator, a position he last 
held under Kelly 20 years ago at Grand 
Valley State. 

He rounded out the staff with 
quarterbacks coach Matt LaFleur, who 
was a graduate assistant under Kelly at 
Central Michigan before working his 
way up to quarterbacks coach of the 
Washington Redskins. 

The biggest change for Notre Dame is 
Kelly taking over as play-caller, retaking 
a post he ceded the past two seasons. 
With Everett Golson back, and the 
quarterback depth chart as tidy as it 
has been under Kelly in South Bend, 
the head coach hopes Notre Dame can 
finally break through after four seasons 
of offensive frustration. 

The Irish have yet to average 30 
points per game in a season under Kelly, 
despite his previous reputation for 
offensive pyrotechnics. 

“We have to put points on the board 
that we have not been able to consis- 
tently do against the best teams in the 
country,” Kelly said. “We can’t go down 
to Florida State and hope to win 10-7.” 


|: an attempt to push Notre Dame 


Notre Dame might not challenge for 
the College Football Playoff, but Kelly 
hopes that by reassembling parts of the 
coaching staff he had at Grand Valley 
State, where he won two national titles 
before jumping into the FBS, the Irish 
can move toward making the postseason 
something to remember in South Bend. 


OFFENSE 


After four years of fits and false 
starts, Notre Dame appears primed for 
the kind of offensive evolution many 
assumed would automatically accom- 
pany Kelly. That’s how powerful Everett 
Golson’s return can be after his season- 
long exile that short-circuited any Irish 
offensive momentum coming off that 
BCS National Championship Game 
appearance. 

Golson got the Irish there as a red- 
shirt freshman. The only other quar- 
terbacks in the BCS era who can make 
that claim are Michael Vick and Jameis 
Winston. 

Golson is back in the fold, even if 
Kelly didn’t endorse him as Notre Dame’s 
starting quarterback entering summer, 
potentially setting up a competition with 
Malik Zaire that the coaching staff doesn’t 
want spilling into the season. 

“T would like to have one quarter- 
back — because they both can run the 
offense,” Kelly said. “So this is not about 
having one offense for one quarter- 
back and another offense for the other. 

I should be able to figure this thing out.” 

Golson took the overwhelming 
majority of first-team reps during spring 
practice, even if Zaire posted better 
spring game numbers. Whichever quar- 
terback starts will have depth at the skill 
positions as Notre Dame’s sophomore 
class moves up the depth chart. 

At running back, Tarean Folston and 
Greg Bryant provide a new level of 
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Jaylon Smith 
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power and speed, even with leading re- 
turning rusher Cam McDaniel back. The 
Irish lost their top options in the pass 
game (receiver TJ Jones and tight end 
Troy Niklas), but receiver DaVaris Dan- 
iels is on track to return from a spring 
semester suspension, and tight end Ben 
Koyack is coming off a breakout season. 

The rest of the Irish wideouts 
didn’t separate during spring prac- 
tice, although Chris Brown and Corey 
Robinson, the son of basketball Hall of 
Famer David Robinson, were the most 
consistent, followed by Will Fuller, Torii 
Hunter Jr. and Justin Brent. C.J. Prosise 
and Amir Carlisle shared slot receiver 
duties, both scoring touchdowns in the 
spring game. 

“We're talking about three posi- 
tions and arguably you've got half-a- 
dozen guys there that can compete,” 
Kelly said. 

“I’m not settled on any one of those 
guys right now. I think it will be a very 


competitive situation. | think they are 
going to push each other and ... Notre 
Dame's offense is beginning to be the 
beneficiary.” 

Getting the offensive line to hold 
up presents a different challenge after 
losing left tackle Zack Martin and left 
guard Chris Watt, a pair that combined 
for 89 career starts the past four years. 

Martin’s younger brother, Nick, 
returns at center after a season-ending 
knee injury last year, with Christian 
Lombard slotted at right guard fol- 
lowing season-ending back surgery in 
October followed by a broken wrist in 
March. Ronnie Stanley shifts from right 
tackle to left, leaving sophomore Mike 
McGlinchey at right tackle. Steve Elmer 
projects at left guard. 

But if that’s Notre Dame’s starting 
line, it didn’t take a single rep together 
during spring practice, potentially mak- 
ing August a scramble. 

“It’s definitely way out of whack,” 


said offensive line coach Harry Hies- 
tand. “But in the end, it will serve us 
really well. That will be something 
specific that we'll need to get done in 
training camp.” 


DEFENSE 


Notre Dame’s defense spent four sea- 
sons waiting for its opponents to make 
a mistake, and then making them pay. 

The Irish are done waiting, even if 
that means a few errors of their own. 

When Kelly hired Brian VanGorder to 
be his next defensive coordinator, the 
Irish head coach didn’t want a repro- 
duction of the last four seasons under 
Bob Diaco, the former Frank Broyles 
Award winner who left to take over 
Connecticut in December. Even though 
Notre Dame’s defense had been the pro- 
gram’s backbone the past four seasons, 
Kelly wanted a change from that bend- 
but-don’t-break style. 

“We've reached the point where we 
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Austin Collinsworth 
Photo by Scott Boehm 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Everett Golson Sr. 


RB Tarean Folston So. 
WR _ DaVaris Daniels* Sr. 
WR _ Chris Brown Jf. 
WR Amir Carlisle Sr. 
TE Ben Koyack Sr. 
LT _ Ronnie Stanley* Jr. 
LG Steve Elmer So. 
C Nick Martin* Sr. 
RG Christian Lombard* Sr. 
RT Mike McGlinchey So. 
K Kyle Brindza* Sr. 


“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


STARTER COMMENT 


DE _ Ishaq Williams Sr. 
DT _ Jarron Jones Jr. 
DT Sheldon Day* Jr. 
DE Romeo Okwara Jr. 
LB Jaylon Smith* So. 
LB Joe Schmidt Sr. 
LB John Turner Jt. 
CB KeiVarae Russell* Jr. 
CB Cole Luke So. 
SS __ Austin Collinsworth* Sr. 
FS Max Redfield So. 
P Kyle Brindza* Sr. 
*Returning Starter 


Former five-star recruit played linebacker last three years. 
Stepped in for the injured Louis Nix in November. 

Severe ankle injury limited Day to a half-sack last season. 
Role player at outside linebacker the last two seasons. 
Became first freshman linebacker to start an opener since ‘95. Kendall Moore, Sr. 
Former walk-on impressed Irish staff during spring practice. Jarrett Grace, So. 
Converted safety barely scratched the depth chart until now. James Onwualu, So. 
Started all 26 games of career, most experienced ND player. Matthias Farley, Sr.* 
Will be challenged be incoming Florida transfer Cody Riggs. Cody Riggs, Sr. 
Started 11 games last season and returns for fifth year. 
First start came in Pinstripe Bowl; has maintained lead spot. Elijah Shumate, Jr. 
Averaged 41.1 yards per punt in first season in the role. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Led Irish to title game two years ago, suspended last season. Malik Zaire, So. 
Surged late last season, including 140 yards against Navy. Cam McDaniel, Sr. 
Suspended for spring, but remains top Irish wideout. 
Speed receiver impressed during the Pinstripe Bowl. 
Former USC transfer shifted to slot from running back. 
Started five games last season as Irish relied on two-TE sets. Durham Smythe, So. 
Played all 13 games at RT last season before moving left. 
Four starts as a freshman, including his first against USC. 
Suffered season-ending knee injury in Nov.; missed spring. Matt Hegarty, Sr. 
Fifth-year senior has 20 combined starts at tackle and guard. Conor Hanratty, Sr. 
This 6-7 tackle is coming off a redshirt season. 
Hit a school-record three field goals of 50+ yards last season. Tyler Newsome, Fr. 


Corey Robinson, So. 
Will Fuller, So. 
C.J. Prosise, Jr. 


Hunter Bivin, So. 
Colin McGovern, So. 


Quenton Nelson, Fr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Anthony Rabasa, Sr. 
Tony Springmann, Sr. 
Justin Utupo, Sr. 
Isaac Rochell, So. 


Eilar Hardy, Sr. 


Tyler Newsome, Fr. 
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tions. The 6-3, 250- 
pound Trumbetti was 


rated by 247Sports as : 


the nation’s No. 8 


hands. Rushed for 
1,315 yards and 18 
touchdowns playing 
running back as a 
senior after racking 


he'll have a chance to 
make a mark in year 
one. Watkins comes 
from strong bloodlines 
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© andrew Trumbetti Justin Brent Nick Watkins 

GJ) Notre Dame's defen- The 6-1, 204-pound The four-star corner- 

£C sive line has several receiver arrives at back out of Dallas 

LLJ question marks head- : Notre Dame out of (Texas) Bishop Dunne 

= ing into the fall and: Indianapolis (Ind.) was a playmaker on 

© perhaps Demarest: Speedway. An early defense, posting 12 

(Ni) Northern Valley : enrollee that is physi- = Ts in his high school 

= Regional's Andrew pet fey pike career. The 6-1, 190- 
Trumbetti can help ran pound Watkins enters 

= provide some solu- ones the ballin his the secondary where 

in 


strongside defensive up posting 922 yards as his father Bobby 
end. receiving and 13 TDs was a 2nd round draft 
as a junior. pick Ain the NFL. 


Pos Ht Wi 


Alex Bars OL 66 290 G@GOC_ Nashville, TN Montgomery Bell Academy 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 107 player nationally and No. 4 player in Tennessee... 
Participated in Under Armour All-American Game... All-State. 


Stars Hometown 


Blankenship OL 66 264 G©&G0 __ TheColony, X The Colony 
Rated No. 12 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 33 player in Texas by 
247Sports Composite... As a senior, had 53 tackles (34 solo), including 12 tackles for 
loss, and one fumble caused. 


Jonathan Bonner 1B 63 245 OOO Chesterfield, MO Parkway Central 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 27 strongside defensive end nationally and No. 11 player in 
Missouri... Two-time All-State... Had 70 tackles and 17 sacks as a senior... Had five touch- 
down receptions... Had 206 career tackles, including 40 tackles for loss, and 34 sacks. 


dustin Brent WR &1 204 GOO60 _ Indianapolis Speedway 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite ranked No. 15 wide receiver and No. 94 
player nationally and No. 1 player in Indiana... All-State... As a senior, had 28 recep- 
tions for 387 yards and five touchdowns... Had 1,315 yards rushing and 18 touch- 
downs on 157 carries. 


Jimmy Byme OL 64 28 OOOO Cleveland, 0H SL Ignatius 
Rated No. 14 offensive guard nationally and No. 13 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... Two-time All-State... Team allowed only 12 sacks in senior season. 


Daniel Cage DL 6&2 35 GOGO Cincinnati, OH Winton Woods 
Rated No. 25 defensive tackle nationally and No. 14 itl in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 36 tackles and six sacks. 


Jay Hayes DL 64 275 GOGO Brooklyn, NY Poly Prep Country Day 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 22 defensive tackle nationally and No. 3 player in New 
York... USA Today All-New York Team. 


Kolin Hill 1B 62 20 O90 Schertz, TX Samuel Clemens 
Rated No, 33 weakside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 96 
tackles, 13 sacks, two fumbles caused and 10 passes broken up as a senior. 


Corey Holmes WR 62 176 G@@@O _ Pembroke Pines,FL St Thomas Aquinas 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 30 wide receiver nationally and No. 26 player in 
Florida... As a senior, had 24 receptions for 432 yards and four touchdowns. 


DeShone Kizer QB 65 212 GOO@O60 Toledo, 0H Central Catholic 
Rated No. 12 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 9 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... Ohio Co-Offensive Player of the Year... Completed 150 of 245 passes for 
2,847 yards and 30 touchdowns with six interceptions as a senior... Had 539 yards 
rushing and six touchdowns. 


Tyler Luatua TE 63 241 @©OG6 _ Paramounl,CA LaMirada 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 9 tight end nationally and No. 30 player in 
California... Participated in Under Armour All-American Game... As a senior, had 33 
receptions for 412 yards and four touchdowns. 


Greer Martini 1B O63 ooo Cary, NC 
Rated No. 29 inside linebacker nationally and No. 12 i 
Composite... USA Today All-Virginia Team... Two-time All 
championship... Had 92 tackles as a senior. 


tate... Helped team to state 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


66666 
66606 
66666 
O6O606 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 10 


Jhonny Williams 
Defensive lineman 
Jhonny Williams 
comes in from 
Berrien Springs 
(Mich.) High with a 
ton of physical poten- 
tial at 6-5, 
230-pounds. A late- 
bloomer on the 
recruiting trail, the 
likes of Notre Dame 
and Michigan offered 
after a senior season 
where Williams regis- 
tered 68 tackles and 
12.5 sacks. 


‘27sronr= COMPOSITE 
2015 NEEDS: 


Notre Dame can already cross one thing off the 
list, landing a big-time quarterback, as Top100 
signal-caller Blake Barnett is already in the fold. 
The Irish would like to land a front-line running 
back — after not taking one in 2014 — and 
continue to add athleticism at linebacker and in 


the secondary. 
By Steve Wiltfong 


Hometown 


Peter Mokwuah DL 64 35 SOG Staten Island, NY St. Joseph by-the-Sea 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 71 defensive tackle nationally and No. 10 player in New York. 


Nyles Morgan 1B O62 oooo Crete, iL Crete-Monee 
USA Today All-American... 247Sports Composite ranked No. 3 inside linebacker and 
No. 53 player nationally... As a senior, had 115 tackles, including 12 tackles for loss, 
four sacks, two fumbles caused and one interception returned for touchdown. 


Sam OL 63 2944 GOOC  Oiney,MD Good Counsel 
Rated No. 19 offensive guard nationally and No. 3 player in Maryland by 247Sports 
Composite... Participated in Under Armour All-American Game... All-State. 


Quenton Nelson OL 65 302 GOOOC Holmdel, NJ Red Bank Catholic 
USA Today second-team All-American... Rated No. 5 offensive tackle and No. 62 player 
nationally and No. 2 player in New Jersey by 247Sports Composite... Helped team to 
average 279 yards rushing and 43.5 points per game. 


Tyler Newsome PK 6&3 19 OOO Carrollton, GA Carrollton 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 5 punter nationally... All-State... Helped team to 
State championship game... As a senior, made all five field goals attempted and all 
78 points after touchdown attempted... Had 38.65 yard punting average. 


Nile Sykes 1B OG2 ooo Lombard, IL Montini Catholic 
Rated No. 17 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Helped team to 
state championship game... Had 80 tackles, including 22 tackles for loss, and 12 sacks 


as a senior... Scored three rushing touchdowns. 


Drue Tranquil DB 62 210 GOGO FLWayne Carroll 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 27 safety nationally and No. 6 player in Indiana... 
All-State... As a senior, had 75 tackles, including 16 tackles for loss, four sacks and 
one interception... Had 1,420 yards rushing and 28 touchdowns on 114 carries. 


Andrew Trumbetti DL 63 250 O©OO© _ Demarest NJ North Valley Region 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite ranked No. 5 strongside defensive end 
nationally and No. 4 player in New Jersey... Participated in Under Armour All-American 
Game... Had 47 tackles and four sacks as a senior. 


Nick Watkins DB G1 19 GOOG DeSoto, 


Nic Weishar TE 64 215 OGGC Midlothian, IL Marist 
Parade All-American... Rated No. 39 tight end and No. 247 player nationally by 
247Sports Composite... Two-time All-State... Had 3,050 career receiving yards... 
As a senior, had 86 receptions for 1,044 yards and 10 touchdowns. 


dhonathon Williams DL 65 230 OOO Benton Harbor, Ml Berrien Springs 
247Sports Composite ranked No. 17 payer in Michigan... All-State... Had 68 tackles, 
including eight tackles for loss, 12.5 sacks, three fumbles caused, two fumbles recov- 
ered and blocked one kick and one punt as a senior. 
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No. Name 


Josh Anderson 


Pos. 


WR 


Ht Wt Cl. Hometown No. Name Pos. 


5-9 198 Jr Chatsworth, CA 37 Eric Lee 


Ht Wt Cl. 


WR 5-8 180 


Hometown 


Sr. West Des Moines, 1A 


Josh Atkinson 


cB 


5-11 197 Sr. Stockton, CA 74 


Christian Lombard OG/OT 6-5 


315 


Sr. Inverness, IL 


Nicky | Baratti 


s 


6-1 206 Jr. Tomball, TX 3 Cole Luke cB 


190 


So, Chandler, AZ 


Hunter Bivin 


OL 


6-5 291 So. Owensboro, KY Will Mahone WR 


214 


Austintown, OH 


Jesse Bonglovi 


cB 


5-9 183 So. Brooklyn, NY 


Justin Brent 


Nick Martin 


Indianapolis 


6-1 204 Fr. Speedway Jacob Matuska 


Kyle Brindza 


Columbus, OH 


6-1 236 Sr. Canton, MI Patrick Mazza 


Chris Brown 


ams 
22] 
245 


Glen Ellyn, IL 


6-1 191 Jr Hanahan, SC Cam McDaniel 


Jalen Brown 


207 


Coppell, TX 


6 202 Sr. Irving, TX Mike McGlinchey 


Cam Bryan 


Philadelphia, PA 


6-2 205 Jr. Westwood, MA 


biog Bryan: 


Colin McGovern 


New Lenox, a 


5-10 204 So, Delray Beach, FL Eamon McOsker 


Devin Butler 


cB 


San Pedro, CA 


6-0 181 So. Washington, DC John Montelus 


_ Amir Carlisle 


RBA 5-10 190 Sr. 


Evret, MA 


Sess Gian OA Kendall Moore 


47 ConnorCavalaris CB 5-11 190 Sr. 


Raleigh, NC 


Lake Forest, IL 


43 John Chereson 


Romeo Okwara 


Charlotte, NC 


5-9 170 So. Erie, PA 


28 Austin Collinsworth 


s 


Saint Paul, MN 


6-1 205 Sr. Fort Thomas, KY 


30, Ben Councet!_ 
61 Scott Daly 


OL 


is _ 


_Tyler Plantz 


Frankfort, IL 


6-4 254 Sr Asheville, NC 
aS 


Spring, TX 


6-1 248 Jr Downers Grove, IL 


91 Sheldon Day 


OL 


20 C.J. Prosise 


Petersburg, VA 


6-2 290 Jr. Indianapolis 


42 Michael Deeb 


ILB 


56 Anthony Rabasa 


Miami, FL 


6-2 242 So. Plantation, FL 


95 Marquis | Dickerson 


DL 


44 Doug Randolph 
6-2 280 So. Marianna, AR cua es oe 


79 Steve Elmer 


OL 


39 Drew Recker 


Richmond, VA 
Lindenhurst, IL 


6-5 317 So. Midland, Mi 


41 Matthias Farley 


cB 


10 Max Redfield 


Mission Viejo, CA 


5-11 204 Sr. Charlotte, NC 


So CRKO FRNCORS 


25 Tarean Folston 


& 


88 Corey Robinson 


San Antonio, TX 


61 190 Sr. Mason, OH 


90 Isaac Rochell 


McDonough, GA 


5-9 207 So. Cocoa, FL 


7 ~~ William Fuller 


WR 


KeiVarae Russell 


Everett, WA 


6-0 171 So. Philadelphia, PA 


5 Everett Golson 


39 Luke Hamel 


8 
59 _ Jarrett Grace WB 6-2 253 Sr. 


TE 


Joe Schmidt 


Orange, CA 


6-0 200 Sr. Myrtle Beach, SC 
a en, ee Buster Sheridan 


Chicago, IL 


Cincinnati, OH 


6-4 210 Fr. St. Paul, MN 


s|gie|s |g ele ig ig |e 


East Orange, NJ 


65 Conor Hanratty 


C/0G 6-4 


Hunter Smith 


309 Sr. New Canaan, CT 


Raleigh, NC 


Eilar Hardy 


Ss 


Jaylon Smith 


5-11 Sr. Reynoldsburg, OH 


Fort Wayne 


Mark Harrell 


6 

38 

86 

22 Elijah Shumate 
99 

9 

80 


64 ie Durham Smythe 


Belton, TX 


Charlotte, NC 


Emie Soto 


6-4 Sr. Aztec, NM 


Davie, FL 


Mike Heuerman 


Naples, FL Tony Springmann 


Fort Wayne 


4 
75 

77 Matt Hegarty 
9 

es 


Chase Hounshell 


6-4 Kirtland, OH Ronnie Stanley 


Las Vegas, NV 


Torii Hunter Jr. 


6-0 Prosper, TX Ben Suttman 


Kettering, OH 


Omar Hunter 


5-8 Harlingen, TX Andrew Trumbetti 


Demarest, NJ 


Jarron Jones 


6-5 Rochester, NY John Turner 


Indianapolis 


Scott Kingsley 


DLUTE 6-4 


Sherborn, MA Justin Utupo 


Lakewood, CA 


pS 


TE 65 St. 


Oil City, PA 11 Ishaq Williams 


Brooklyn, NY 


Austin Larkin 


LB 


6-3 So. San Ramon, CA 8 Malik Zaire 


Kettering, OH 
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= DEF. LEADERS 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct 
T. Rees 13 135.4 224 414 13 541 
A. Hendrix 8 47.9 2 #14 0 14.3 

GP No. Yards Avg TO Long 
TJ Jones 13 70 1108 15.8 9 880 
D.Daniels 13 49 745 15.2 ope, 
T. Niklas 13 32 498 15.6 5 66 

GP Att. Gain Loss Met Avg 
C. McDaniel 13 152 742 37 705 46 
G. Atkinson Ill 12 93 583 28 555 60 
T.Folston 12 


Tackles: D. Fox 95, C, Calabrese 93, J. Smith 67 
Tackles for loss: S. Tuitt 9, J. Smith 6.5, two tied with 5.5 
Sacks: S. Tuitt 7.5, P. Shembo 5.5, three tied with 1 


Yards TD Long Avg/G 
3257.27 82 250.5 
56 0 47, «7.0 
Avg/6 

85.2 

57.3 

38,3 

TD Long Avg/G 

3 36 «54.2 

3 80 46,2 

3 


Interceptions; A. Collinsworth 3, D. Fox 2, B. Jackson 2, M. Farley 2 


NOTEBOOK 


ollege football's longest running horticultural 

drama came to conclusion on April 12 when ath- 
letics director Jack Swarbrick announced Notre 
Dame Stadium would install FieldTurf before next 
season. 

The school replaced its natural grass field four 
times last calendar year, including at midseason. It 
could have used another regeneration before the 
Blue-Gold Game, as the majority of the field 
between the hash marks had been reduced to dirt. 

The move rewards Brian Kelly for almost four 
years of lobbying as Notre Dame struggled to 
maintain passable grass surface, even painting 
patches of it green last season. The Irish practice 
on FieldTurf daily and Kelly wanted the team to 
work inside the stadium on Thursdays before home 
games, which became impossible last season. 

“If we can get the best surface there and grass, 
we'd love to have that,” Kelly said. "We just haven't 
been able to get to that.” 

Notre Dame estimates the FieldTurf installation 
will be complete by Aug. 15. 

© Notre Dame's best offensive weapon — receiv- 
er DaVaris Daniels — stopped by a few of the 
program's spring practices but couldn't catch pass- 
es. Daniels was suspended for the spring semester 
for academic reasons. He finished with 49 catches 
for 745 yards and seven touchdowns last season, 
building on a strong BCS National Championship 
Game performance. 

Daniels spent the semester training in Chicago 
and was never far from the coaches’ minds. 

“I'd rather DaVaris not make any decisions on his 
own, so I've been very close to that situation,” joked 
offensive coordinator Mike Denbrock. “(We talk) just 
to make sure he knows we're thinking about him.” 

¢ The arrival of defensive coordinator Brian 
VanGorder may be a career saver for John Turner. 
Stuck on the bench the last two seasons with just 
four career tackles to show for it, the reserve safety 
shifted to outside linebacker and grabbed hold of 
a starting position this spring. 

“John has been an interesting player for us,” Kelly 
said. “We love his skill set. He’s long and athletic, but 
it wasn’t translating very well for whatever reasons.” 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“| wouldn't say Notre Dame has a lot of super- 
elite talent, but you know Brian Kelly and his guys 
have been recruiting well, so it's coming. He’s too 
good a coach to not get the offense straightened 
out. You can’t blame him for last year because 
(Tommy) Rees couldn’t do what he wanted, and 
they were pretty easy to defend. 


“That changes with Everett Golson. We've seen 
Golson, so now you have to be prepared to not only 
defend the vertical routes — which they were 
pretty good at last year — with some of their out- 
side guys, but watch for Golson to make up stuff on 
his own. They were still tough to beat last year, and 
| can see them being better now.” 
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Everett Golso 
Photo by Joe Robbins 


can add on,” Kelly said. 

The Irish must add something 
schematically with Stephon Tuitt and 
Louis Nix gone along the defensive line, 
potentially creating a pass rush void 
that didn’t register much last season. 
Notre Dame finished with just 21 sacks 
last season — 17 by players who don’t 
return in 2014 — creating pressure on 
VanGorder to create quarterback pres- 
sures with more than the defensive line. 

VanGorder arrived after one season 
with the New York Jets and is charged 
with improving Notre Dame’s turnover 
production, which ranked near the bot- 
tom of college football last season. The 
Irish were dead last in fumbles recov- 
ered (four) and middling in intercep- 
tions (eight). Notre Dame ranked in the 


2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 29.2 
Rushing 160.4 
Passing 252.6 
Total 413.0 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 25.8 
Rushing 189.4 
Passing 222.8 
Total 412.2 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
20.7 
138.9 
205.8 
344.7 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
12.8 
105.7 
199.8 
305.5 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
-15 1.15 118 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+8 + 0.62 
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2012 RANKINGS 


100s in tackles for loss and was almost 
as bad in sacks. 

“We're not playing conservative any- 
more,” said defensive tackle Sheldon Day. 
“We're playing to mess up offenses.” 

Day figures to be a big part of that on 
the interior, where he pairs with Jarron 
Jones. Two former outside linebackers — 
Ishaq Williams and Romeo Okwara — are 
now starting defensive ends at a position 
without quality depth. 

Jaylon Smith leads the linebackers after 
a breakout freshman season and will be 
paired with former walk-on Joe Schmidt 
and converted safety John Turner. 

If the Irish defense does hold up it 
will need its cornerbacks to support that 
front seven in transition. Among Kei- 
Varae Russell, Cole Luke and incoming 
Florida transfer Cody Riggs, the Irish 
have a talented group that VanGorder 
wants to turn loose in more man cover- 
age than the Irish used in previous 
seasons. 

Russell, who has started 26 consecu- 
tive games, is integral to that. And he 
has big plans. 

“My goal is to win the Thorpe this 
year,” he said. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Even with kicker/punter Kyle Brin- 
dza’s historic season that included a 
school-record three 50-yard field goals 
and five field goals in the Pinstripe 
Bowl, tying an NCAA bowl record, 
Notre Dame's special teams struggled. 

The punt return game was a night- 
mare. Coverage mistakes nearly cost the 
Irish against USC and Navy. Brindza is 
back to handle kicking and punting. 
Will Notre Dame’s return game miscues 
resurface too? 

The Irish must replace kick returner 
George Atkinson III, the program’s 
all-time leader in kickoff return yard- 


2013 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
27.2 
151.3 
254.8 
406.2 


RANK 
78 Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 

Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


366.2 


RANK 
27 +0 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+0.0 T-61 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100) W 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


CB KeiVarae Russell 

Enrolled as a running back 
and moved to corner barely 
two weeks before the opener. 
... Has started all 26 games 
the past two seasons. ... 
Posted a career-high three 
pass breakups in wins last fall 
over Michigan State and 
Rutgers. ... Earned Freshman 
All-American honors two years ago during Notre Dame’s 
unbeaten regular season when he covered Marqise Lee, 
Amari Cooper and Kenny Stills. ... Could be an early draft 
departure with a strong junior season. 


EMERGING STAR 


LB Jaylon Smith 

The former five-star prospect 
started every game last sea- 
son and could challenge for 
All-American status this fall. ... 
Needed just eight games to 
notch an interception, fumble 
recovery and forced fumble, 
compared to the 39 games it 
took Manti Te’o. ... Forced into 
action when senior Danny Spond retired before the 
season because of migraines; Smith then wore Spond’s 
No. 13 jersey on Senior Day. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Greg Bryant 

Five-star prospect out of 
Delray Beach, Fla., sat out last 
season while struggling with 
the playbook and knee tendi- 
nitis. ... Led Irish with 95 
yards in the spring game, 
including a 51-yard run. ... Will 
get first shot at punt return 
duties this fall. ... He was 
committed to Oklahoma at one time but flipped his 
choice after Notre Dame's undefeated regular season. ... 
Highest-rated running back signed by Notre Dame in the 
Rivals.com era. 


RESULTS 
9-4 


TEMPLE 
at Michigan 
at Purdue 
MICHIGAN STATE 
OKLAHOMA 
ys. Arizona State (Arlington) 
USC 
at Air Force 
NAVY 
at Pittsburgh 
BYU 
at Stanford 
Pinstripe Bowl 
vs. Rutgers 


28-6 
30-41 
31-24 
17-13 
21-35 
37-34 
14-10 
45-10 
38-34 
21-28 
23-13 
20-27 


P= SS SS iS Sire 


29-16 
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Ex-walk-on Schmidt 
Gets by with Smarts 


he last inside linebacker Brian Kelly couldn’t 

take off the field nearly won the Heisman 
Trophy. 

The next one may be former walk-on Joe 
Schmidt, whose football intellect proved vital 
during spring practice as Notre Dame gets up 
to speed in defensive coordinator Brian Van- 
Gorder’s attacking scheme. 

Schmidt entered the lineup because of the 
broken leg suffered by Jarrett Grace last Octo- 
ber, and the departures of Dan Fox and Carlo 
Calabrese. But even if Grace gets healthy, which 
remained in question after the spring, Schmidt 
figures to start against Rice on Aug. 30. 

“There’s no one probably that has the kind 
of leadership and understanding of our defense 
than Joe has right now,” Kelly said. 

“Right now he can’t come off the field. His 
knowledge base in terms of getting people lined up 
and having them execute what we do defensively, 
he’s absolutely integral to what we're doing.” 

Schmidt can thank his football background for 
that. In high school, he played quarterback on 
the Mater Dei freshman team while the varsity 
had Matt Barkley. From there he bounced around 
to tailback, fullback, defensive back, receiver, 
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Joe Schmidt 
Photo by Photo/Chris Bernacchi 


tight end and linebacker. 


Bend after earning a scholarship a year ago. 
Undersized at 6-0, 230 pounds, Schmidt has 
proven a quick study, even while sitting behind 


than anybody else. 


“| think there’s something to be said for : 


knowing where your place is in the defense,” 
Schmidt said. 


“| think that definitely has an effect on game : 
speed. Also when you have an understanding of : 
what the offense is trying to do in certain sce- : 
narios, it also improves how fast you can react, 


how fast you can see things and move.” 


Schmidt's grasp of Notre Dame’s offense : 
was good enough during spring practice that he : 
joked with Everett Golson in the locker room that ; 
he knew all the quarterback’s line calls. Golson : 
had no comeback for Schmidt, nor did he have : 


an audible to throw off the linebacker. 


“His knowledge base, he had that since he : 
came in,” Golson said. “He’s getting a lot of peo- : 
ple on the same page and because of that, the : 


defense is running more effectively. 


“| walk up to the line and say (the call), | know : 


he’s coming.” 


? age, although both his special teams 

: touchdowns came during his freshman 

: year. Punt returner TJ Jones must also be 
? replaced in a department where Notre 

: Dame ranked 80th nationally, the first 

: time the Irish weren’t in triple figures 

: under Brian Kelly. 


Greg Bryant figures to get the first shot 


: at punt return, with Amir Carlisle and 
? Cam McDaniel the top options on kickoff. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Unlike most seasons, the Irish 


: schedule builds slowly, even with the 

? prime-time conclusion of the Michigan 
5 series on Sept. 6. Rice, Purdue, Syra- 

? cuse and a bye make up the rest of the 
: season’s opening act before rolling into 
October. 


Notre Dame plays just three true 


: road games, but they’re against defend- 
: ing national champion Florida State, 

: Arizona State and USC. Those programs 
; went 34-8 last season, although the 

? Irish beat the Sun Devils and Trojans. 


North Carolina and Louisville come to 


South Bend as the Irish begin their con- 
: tractually obligated run of ACC games. 


Notre Dame’s Shamrock Series, 


? which takes a home game off-site, 

: heads to Lucas Oil Stadium in India- 

He played in a 3-4, 4-3 and 3-3-5 scheme. napolis against Purdue. It will be one 
Now he’s on his second defensive system in South : Of three NFL stadiums Notre Dame 
: hits this season. The Irish face Navy at 

? FedEx Field (Washington Redskins) and 
? Syracuse at MetLife Stadium (New York 


Manti Te’o asa freshman. What Schmidt lacks in ; Giants and Jets). 


measurable talent is mitigated by understanding : 
what the Irish defense demands, doing it quicker : 


— Pete Sampson 


SCHEDULE 


Date = Opponent = ‘13 Record 
Aug. 30 RICE 10-4 
Sept. 6 MICHIGAN 7-6 


Sept.13 vs. Purdue (Indianapolis) 1-11 
Sept. 27 vs. Syracuse (East Rutherford) 7-6 


Oct. 4 STANFORD 11-3 
Oct. 11 NORTH CAROLINA 7-6 
Oct. 18 at Florida State 14-0 
Nov. 1 vs. Navy (Maryland) 9-4 
Nov. 8 at Arizona State 10-4 
Nov. 15 NORTHWESTERN 5-7 
Nov. 22 LOUISVILLE 12-1 
Nov. 29 at USC 10-4 
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PITTSBURGH 


PANTHERS 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Rudolph 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


2013: 
7-6 overall, 3-5 ACC (3rd, Coastal) 


COACH: 
Paul Chryst — At Pitt and overall: 13-13, 2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
11; 5 offense, 5 defence, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Chad Voytik, RB James Conner, 

WR Tyler Boyd, TE J.P. Holtz, 

LT Adam Bisnowaty, NT Khaynin Mosley-Smith, 
LB Todd Thomas, CB Lafayette Pitts 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Chryst is building a big, strong, physical offen- 
sive line, like he did at Wisconsin. It might take 
one more year for the line to really take the 
next step, but this group should be very good 
right now. That will help the offense utilize its 


two best weapons — Boyd and Conner. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The defensive line was thin last year — and 
that was with all-everything Aaron Donald. 
Now the line must be rebuilt with a lot of 
younger players. The linebacker corps, while 
talented, was inconsistent last year. With no 
Donald to clean up the mess, it could be 

a tough season on defense. 


KEY LOSSES: 
QB Tom Savage, WR Devin Street, 
DT Aaron Donald, DT Tyrone Ezell 


OVERVIEW: 

Chryst took a step forward in year two by 
winning a bow! game and producing the 
program's first winning record since Dave 
Wannstedt’s final season (2010). He now has a 
lot of his own players in place, but there are a 
lot of areas where youth might be too much to 
overcome. The schedule isn’t awful, though, so 
a return to a minor bow! is likely in the cards. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt House 


STADIUM: Heinz Field: 65,050 


Panthers Bring Strong Defense to New Conference Digs 


aul Chryst spent his first season 
P: Pitt’s coach in 2012 restoring 

a foundation, which meant clean- 
ing up the roster, setting a new no-non- 
sense tone and restoring the faith 
of a shaken fan base. 

He spent last season moving the 
program forward again, continuing to 
reload the roster with talent. 

Now comes the third season, when 
Chryst has the Panthers on the cusp of 
taking strides back to respectability and 
contention for conference champion- 
ships. Much will depend on how quick- 
ly all of the youngsters can contribute 
in a big way, as this is a team that has 
the look of “one year away.” 

Pitt has only eight projected senior 
starters, but has 12 sophomores or 
redshirt freshmen listed as starters, and 
that could mean growing pains. Pitt has 
enough talent and a friendly enough 
schedule that another seven-win season 
sounds about right, although the of- 
fense could be good enough to carry 
the Panthers even further. 


OFFENSE 

The offense should be the Panthers’ 
strength despite breaking in first-year 
starting quarterback Chad Voytik, 

a redshirt sophomore. 

He was a backup last season, but he 
got a chance to show why he was one 
of Pitt’s top-rated quarterback recruits 
when he was forced into action in the 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl against Bowl- 
ing Green. 

He played the entire second half in 
relief of injured Tom Savage, helping 
the Panthers clinch a 30-27 win. 
Voytik completed 5 of 9 passes for 
108 yards. He also ran for 24 yards and 
a touchdown. 

Voytik is a dual threat who should 
thrive under Chryst, a master of tailoring 


his offenses around the talents of his 
quarterbacks. 

Voytik will certainly have no prob- 
lem finding someone to bail him out of 
trouble. Sophomore receiver Tyler Boyd 
is a special talent who had 85 catches 
for 1,174 yards and seven touchdowns 
last season. He looks like the next All- 
America talent at receiver for Pitt. 

Wide receiver/tight end Manasseh 
Garner (33 catches last year), and 
tight ends J.P. Holtz and Scott Orndoff 
are more good pass-catching options. 
James Conner and Isaac Bennett form 
a solid running back combination. 
Conner ran for 799 yards last season, 
two more yards than Bennett. They 
combined for 15 touchdown runs, 
eight from Conner. 

The offensive line might be one of 
Pitt’s best in recent years, although it 
still needs a little seasoning before it 
blossoms into the kind of big, powerful 
lines Chryst wants to build. 

Raw talent shouldn’t be in question. 
Left tackle Adam Bisnowaty, left guard 
Dorian Johnson and right tackle TJ. 
Clemmings are among Pitt’s highest- 
rated recruits in recent years, and right 
guard Matt Rotheram is the one of the 
most experienced players on the team. 

There figures to be a learning curve 
for Voytik, but the offense should 
improve on its numbers from last 
year, when it averaged 26.3 points and 
362.2 yards per game. But if Voytik is 
as good as advertised coming out of 
high school, the offense could be one 
of the best in the ACC, given all of its 
playmakers. 


DEFENSE 

There is a huge hole in the middle 
of the defense. Pitt lost its anchor, All- 
American defensive tackle Aaron Donald, 
who won the Bednarik, Nagurski and 
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Lombardi awards last season. 
The Panthers also lost nose tackle 
Tyrone Ezell. 

Pitt’s defensive line can still be good, 
but it’s hard to imagine anyone com- 
ing close to Donald’s numbers of 28.5 
tackles for loss, including 11 sacks. 

Donald’s replacement, Darryl Render 
is a steady, consistent performer who 
has played in 24 games and had 
a strong spring. He will be joined by 
nose tackle Khaynin Mosley-Smith, 
who was suspended last year but is an 
excellent run-stuffer. 

Defensive end is a bit of a question. 
Ejuan Price has had health issues. 
Sophomore Shakir Soto doesn’t have 
a lot of experience. Both have upside 
and should be able to help the two 
guys inside generate enough of a pass 
rush. 

The linebacker group was disap- 
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pointing last year, failing to make 
enough plays in some games to give 
the Panthers a chance to be successful 
on defense. Todd Thomas and Anthony 
Gonzalez are in the mold of the hybrid 
players, adeptly able to cover and stop 
the run, but both need to develop 
consistency. 

Junior cornerback Lafayette Pitts 
had an excellent freshman season, but 
he took a slight step back last year in 
terms of his coverage and overall play. 
He had a solid spring and looked ready 
to return to form. The Panthers’ other 
two experienced cornerbacks, Tren- 
ton Coles and Titus Howard, are good 
cover men as well, so this position, 
while not deep, appears to be in good 
hands. 

Ray Vinopal is a crafty safety who 
has been able to have some huge 
games. He is one of the most experi- 


SCOUTING REPORT: 


enced players on the team and a leader 
and that will help a unit loaded with 
inexperienced players. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Chris Blewitt is an unfortunate name 
for a kicker, but the good news for Pitt 
is that he rarely lived up to his last 
name last season. In fact, after a bit of 
a shaky start, Blewitt finished by mak- 
ing 11 of his last 13 field goal attempts 
and was a very respectable 14 of 18 on 
the season (77.8 percent). 

Punter Matt Yoklic had a big leg, but 
he graduated, so his understudy, red- 
shirt freshman Ryan Winslow, will step 
in after a strong spring. Lafayette Pitts 
and Tyler Boyd both averaged more 
than 20 yards per kickoff return, and 
Kevin Weatherspoon and Boyd will be 
the primary punt returners. 

— Paul Zeise 


2018 stats: 125.7 vpg rusting (12th ACC/T-102nd NCAA), 236.5 passing (8th/S9th), 362.2 total offense {12th/97th), 26.3 ppg (8th/T-80th) 


POS STARTER YR, 
Chad Voytik 
RB James Conner So. 
FB Jaymar Parrish So. 
WR ManassehGarner Sr. 
WR Tyler Boyd* So. 
TE J.P. Holtz* Jr. 
LT Adam Bisnowaty* _ So. 
LG Dorian Johnson So. 
C Artie Rowell Jr. 
RG Matt Rotheram* Sr. 
RT TJ. Clemmings* Sr. 
PK Chris Blewitt* So. 
*Returning Starter 


COMMENT 


SCOUTING Saitek 


149.0 ypg rushing ( 
STARTER 
DE David Durham* Sr. 
DT Khaynin Mosley-Smith Jr. 
DT __ Darryl Render J 
DE Shakir Soto So. 
LB Anthony Gonzalez* Sr. 
LB Matt Galambos So. 
LB Todd Thomas* Sr. 
CB _Lafayette Pitts* Jr. 
CB Titus Howard So. 


aes 


> 


Highly rated dual-threat QB, but first-year starter. 
Strong, physical runner; also a defensive end. 
Excellent blocker and good receiver as well. 

Is a hybrid tight end with big-play ability. 

One of best WRs in the country; a game changer. 
Big, strong, physical player, also an excellent blocker. 
Strong, physical blocker with excellent feet. 

Athletic converted tackle, great run blocker. 

Smart, crafty center with excellent size and strength. 
The most experienced lineman, has good hands. 

A converted defensive end, extremely athletic. 

An accurate kicker with decent range. 


Defense 


A bit undersized, but cat-like quickness off the line. 
A great run stopper from nose tackle spot. 

One of the most experienced players in the group. 
Has big upside, is good against run and pass. 
Versatile athlete who is very good in pass coverage. 
Steady, hard-nosed player who is a strong tackler. 
Great athleticism and talent and feel for game. 

A two-year starter, very good in pass coverage. 

Will look to build on a great freshman season. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Trey Anderson, Sr. 
Isaac Bennett, Sr.* 
Adam Lazenga, Sr. 
Kevin Weatherspoon, Sr. 
Ronald Jones, Sr. 

Scott Orndoff, So. 

Jaryd Jones-Smith, Fr. 
Gabe Roberts, So. 

Alex Officer, So. 

Carson Baker, So. 

Aaron Reese, So. 

Ryan Winslow, So. 


otal defense (T-6tlv34th), 27.2 ppg (11th/69th) 
BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Ejuan Price, Jr. 
Tyrique Jarrett, So. 
Justin Moody, So. 
Luke Maclean, So. 
Bam Bradley, So. 
Mike Caprara, So. 
Nicholas Grigsby, Jr. 
Trenton Coles, So. 
Avonte Maddox, Fr. 


SS Terrish Webb So. Big hitter with great speed and nose for the ball. Reggie Mitchell, Jr. 
FS __ Ray Vinopal* Sr. Found consistency and had some huge games late. Ryan Lewis, So. 


P Ryan Winslow Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


Has a big leg, but must develop consistency. 


Chris Blewitt, So. 
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PANTHERS RECRUITING 2014 2S SPORTS. 


Patrick Amara DB 6&2 19 O60 Philadelphia 
247Sports Composite rated No. 38 player in Pennsylvania... As a senior, had 43 tackles, three inter- 
ceptions and 22 passes broken up. 


Adam Bertke OB 66 20 S00 Maria Stein, OH Marion Local 
Ranked No. 29 pro-style quarterback nationally and No. 46 player in Ohio by 247Sports Composite... 
Led team to three state championships... Had 6,272 career passing yards and 58 touchdowns, 
completing 62 percent of passes... Had 1,690 career rushing yards and 28 touchdowns. 


Rori Blair WE 64 20 O06 St. Clair 
Enrolled in January... 247Sports Composite rated No. 42 player in Pennsylvania... Suffered a stroke 
in April 2012... Sat out senior season in 2012 but was granted an extra semester of eligibility... Had 
48 tackles, including nine tackles for loss, and 6.5 sacks in 2013. 


Alex Bookser OL 66 25 SOOC Pittsburgh Mit. Lebanon 


247Sports Composite rated No. 18 offensive tackle nationally and No, 2 player in Pennsylvania... 
As a senior, had 34 tackles, including seven tackles for loss, and blocked two field goals. 


Dennis Briggs RB 5 159 OOO Pittsburgh Shady Side Academy 
Ranked No. 50 player in Pennsylvania by 247Sports Composite... Played running back, inside 
linebacker and kick returner... Had more than 1,900 career rushing yards, averaging seven 
yards per carry. 


JaQuan Davidson ATH 62 170 O06 Elizabeth Elizabeth Forward 
247Sports Composite rated No. 30 dual-threat quarterback nationally and No. 23 player in 
Pennsylvania... As a senior, had 1,038 yards passing and 14 touchdowns... Had 1,109 yards rushing 
and 15 touchdowns. 


Jamal Davis, Il 1B 62 20 S00 Canton, OH Canton McKinley 
Ranked No. 72 outside linebacker nationally and No. 60 player in Ohio by 247Sports 
Composite... All-State... Had 105 tackles, including 21 tackles for loss, 3.5 sacks and three 
fumbles caused as a senior. 


Connor Dintino DL 63 25 OOO Mashpee, MA Choate Rosemary Hall (CT) 
Ranked No. 4 player in Connecticut by 247Sports Composite... In 2013, had 40 tackles, including 23 
tackles for loss, seven sacks and three blocked kicks. 


James Folston, Jt. 1B 63 200 O80 Cocoa 


As a senior, had 108 tackles, including six tackles for loss, two sacks and two fumbles recovered. 


Mike Grimm Oo 66 35 OOO Bethel Park Bethel Park 
247Sports Composite rated No, 40 offensive tackle nationally and No, 11 player in Pennsylvania... 
All-State. 


Connor Hayes oh 64 20 O00 Traverse City, Ml Traverse City West 
Ranked No. 37 offensive tackle nationally and No. 13 player in Michigan by 247Sports Composite... 
Helped team to state playoffs in final two seasons. 


Mike Hemdon Dn 64 3 OO Staunton, VA Riverheads 
247Sports Composite rated No. 56 player in Virginia... Had 102 tackles, including 22 tackles for loss, 
six sacks and four fumbles caused. 


RBO511 210 OOO Chicago, IL Notre Dame College Prep 
Ranked No. 25 running back nationally and No. 13 player in Illinois by 247Sports Composite... Two- 
time All-State... Had 4,220 career rushing yards and 53 touchdowns in three seasons... Had 1,734 
yards rushing and 20 touchdowns as a senior. 


Adonis Jennings «WR 63 19 OOC0 — Clementon, NJ Timber Creek 
247Sports Composite rated No. 10 player in New Jersey... As a senior, had 83 receptions for 1,434 
yards and scored 15 total touchdowns. 


Avonte Maddox DB 59 1 SOO Detroit, Ml Martin Luther King 
Ranked No. 20 player in Michigan by 247Sports Composite... All-State... Had 35 receptions for 956 
yards and 14 touchdowns as a senior... Had four interceptions, returning two for touchdowns... 
Scored two touchdowns on punt returns. 


Phillipie Motley BB 510 170 O09 Columbus, OH Hilliard Davidson 
247Sports Composite rated No. 63 player in Ohio... As a senior, had 781 yards rushing and nine 
touchdowns on 76 carries... Had nine receptions for 248 yards and four touchdowns, averaging 27.6 
yards per reception. 


Qadree Ollison RB 62 21455 OOO Niagara Falls, NY Canisius 
Ranked No. 61 running back nationally and No. 6 player in New York by 247Sports Composite... 
Two-time All-State... Had 4,147 career rushing yards and scored 57 touchdowns... Had 1,465 yards 
rushing and 22 touchdowns as a senior. 


Brian O'Neill TE 66 25 O00 Wilmington, School 
247Sports Composite rated No. 5 player in Delaware... All-State... Helped team to state cham- 
pionship... As a senior, had 33 receptions for 614 yards and eight touchdowns, averaging 18.6 
yards per catch. 


Shane Roy Lh 64 25 OOO Cincinnati, OH Ri 
Ranked No. 47 weakside defensive end nationally by 247Sports Composite... Had 279 career tackles 
and 27.5 sacks... Had 94 tackles and seven sacks as a senior. 


Hez Trahan nh 64 20 OO Philadelphia Roman Catholic 
247Sports Composite rated No. 64 player in Pennsylvania... As a senior, had 18 tackles for loss, 
10 sacks, five fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered... Also played tight end. 


Jalen Williams DB 62 180 SOO Newburgh, NY Newburgh Free Academy 
Ranked No. 12 player in New York by 247Sports Composite... Two-time All-State... Had 17 career 
interceptions... Had more than 100 tackles and three interceptions as a senior. 


Quintin Wirginis 1B OB2 ooo Fox Chapel 
247Sports Composite rated No. 53 player in Pennsylvania... Started three seasons before missing 
senior season due to foot injury... As a junior, had 72 tackles, including 15 tackles for loss, three 
sacks and one interception. 


Elijah Zeise WR 62 15% OOO Pittsburgh North Allegheny 
Ranked No. 25 player in Pennsylvania by 247Sports Composite... All-State... As a senior, had 49 
receptions for 952 yards and 10 touchdowns, averaging 19.4 yards per catch, 


A LOOK AT THE PANTHERS 


PASSING 


Cmp Att 
T. Savage 238 389 
C. Voytik He sk 


7-6, 3-5 
FLORIDA STATE 
NEW MEXICO 
at Duke 
VIRGINIA 
at Virginia Tech 
OLD DOMINION 
at Navy 
at Georgia Tech 
NOTRE DAME 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Syracuse 
MIAMI 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl 
vs. Bowling Green 


RECEIVING 


No. Yards 
T. Boyd 
S. Street 51 
M. Garner 


RUSHING 
Att. 


71 
27 


J. Conner 
|, Bennett 
R. Ibrahim 


DEF. LEADERS 


L 
W 
W 
W 
L 
W 
L 
L 
WwW 
L 
W 
L 


T. Thomas 6 


= 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Int 
9 
0 


Avg 


85 1174 13.8 
854 16.7 
33 391 11.8 


Avi 
5. 
4 
5. 


Tackles: J. Hendricks 85, R. Vinopal 83, A. Gonzalez 79 
Tackles for loss: A. Donald 28.5, B. Murphy 6.5, 


Sacks: A, Donald 11, B. Murphy 4, N. Grigsby 3 
Interceptions: R. Vinopal 3, K. Williams 2, three tied with 1 


13 Record 
7-5 
7-6 
1-11 
8-5 
5-7 


Date 
Aug. 30 
Sept. 5 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 27 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 29 


Opponent 
DELAWARE 
at Boston College 
at FIU 
IOWA 
AKRON 
at Virginia 
VIRGINIA TECH 
GEORGIA TECH 
DUKE 
at North Carolina 
SYRACUSE 
at Miami 
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As significant as his touchdown tosses are 
the greetings that Bryce Petty passes along to 
Baylor University students. 

“If you are walking by me, the smile on 
my face means more to people than throwing 
touchdown passes,” said Petty, the personable 
Baylor quarterback who is stopped on campus 
for autographs, photos and has even been 
asked to pose with puppies. 

“He is a fan favorite. He has a jovial disposi- 
tion,” said Baylor head football coach Art Briles. 

Fans smiled about Petty leading Baylor to the 
2013 promised land of the Big 12 Conference 
championship, the school’s first. They smiled 
about a school-record 11 wins during an 11-2 
season, the school-record wins in the Big 12 (8-1) 
and the first BCS bowl bid, the Tostitos Fiesta. 

Playing behind 2011 Heisman Trophy winner 
Robert Griffin III and Nick Florence, who set 
the school record with 4,309 passing yards in 
2012, Petty set records of his own last season. 

He had the most 300-yard passing games 
(nine) and most 200-yard passing games (13) 
in school history. He led the nation in yards 
per completion (16.8). He set the school-record 
for rushing touchdowns with 14. 

Passing for 4,200 yards and 32 touchdowns, 
Petty was the Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year, 
an All-American and first-team All-Big 12. He 
completed 62 percent of his passes and threw only 
three interceptions. Prior to 2013, he had played 
in 11 games and passed for 140 yards and one TD. 
He won the inaugural Earl Campbell Tyler Rose 
award and was a semifinalist for the Maxwell, Dav- 
ey O'Brien and Walter Camp Foundation awards. 

“God played a tremendous role in all of 
that,” said Petty of the successful season 
and the timing for him to be a starter after 
de-committing to play at Tennessee. 

Petty was mentioned in Heisman Trophy 
circles. However, Heisman is a word that Petty 
passes over. 

“T try not to think about that right now. 

A Heisman is the ultimate team goal, so to 
even be talked about, it means Baylor is win- 
ning, which is all I care about. I still have 

a lot of days left to prepare and get better.” 

The season opens Aug. 31 against SMU when 
the Bears christen the new $260 million on- 
campus McLane Stadium. 

Briles, who was Big 12 Coach of the Year in 2013, 
also a school first, has set the bar high for Petty. 

“We expect Bryce to be the best quarterback 
in the United States of America. Work every 
day to achieve this and lead this team to work 
the same way,” said Briles. “It brings a height- 
ened sense of accountability on and off the 
field. One doesn’t win the Heisman alone.” 

Baylor wide receiver Levi Norwood said, “If 
you talk to him, he says he wants to win the 
Big 12 championship and doesn’t care about 
individual awards. If we are playing for a 
national championship, our quarterback should 
be up for the Heisman.” 


IPIUNKG Tals 


Said Petty, a senior, “I am chasing a dream. 
I want to be the best to ever play the game. 
You can't do that if you quit or settle.” 

Petty’s goals go beyond lighting up the 
scoreboard. Throughout last season, Petty 
pointed toward heaven after touchdowns. 

“For me in that moment, it is more than a 
sports gesture. It does mean something. I hope 
people take that away from it. It is about what 
you do and who you are when the lights are 
not on you,” he said. 

Briles said, “Bryce is very strong in his faith 
and you can see the effects.” 

Baylor quarterback Andrew Frerking said 
that Petty knows he is not playing for people. 
“If he throws a bad ball and the fans get down 
on him, he is not worried about that because 
he is playing for God.” 

Playing at Baylor, the world’s largest Southern 
Baptist university, is a calling for Petty. “I am 
fortunate to be blessed to play at this university.” 

Faith plays a pivotal role in team unity. 
“Bryce along with many other student athletes 
go to weekly Bible studies,” said Briles, 

In “great” Bible study for two years with 
Chris Wommack, former worship leader at First 
Baptist Church in Woodway, Texas, and now a 
country song writer, Petty was stopped in his 
tracks. Wommack asked him if he ever brought 
God onto the field. 

Petty didn’t know what was meant by the 
question, he said. “I pray before games and on 
the field before each play I would say, ‘God here 
we go: The fact hit me of bringing God onto the 
field. I would try to please people or wonder if 
Coach Briles was happy with me. I was worrying. 
With the concept of God on the field with me, it 
eased up on the tension and weight bearing.” 

Petty is passionate about his faith, family and 
football. Education is a priority. He graduated in 


May 2013 with a degree in health science stud- 
ies. He has been first-team Academic All-Big 12. 
Love has shaped his life he said. “Being in 
college, I guess the one thing I could say I have 

learned is that God is love. God is ultimately 
and entirely love. That is the greatest response 
I can give to anybody. 

“Who doesn’t need love? God is a sense of 
assurance. Growing up I felt guilt if I sinned. It 
took me until college to know that God is full of 
grace and forgiveness and I am not perfect. You 
can't do anything to take away His love for you.” 

The son of Todd and Dena Petty, Bryce grew 
up with “devout” Christian parents. “Christianity 
wasn't foreign to me,” he said. At a summer camp 
when he was a sophomore in high school, he felt 
the presence of God on his own for the first time. 
“Your relationship with Christ is personal,” said 
Petty, who was baptized at First Baptist Church 
in Midlothian, Texas, his hometown. He attends 
Harris Creek Baptist Church in Waco. 

“Off the field he has grown in his faith and 
his ability to share that with other people,” 
said Norwood. 

In May 2011, along with other Baylor student- 
athletes, Petty went on a mission trip to Kenya. 
The group built an 80 square foot house for a 
family of 12. They nailed tin into basically sticks. 

“It's not what I would call a home, but to 
them it was more than home,” said Petty. “It 
was hard to look at, but they were so apprecia- 
tive. They were happy and joyful.” 

The group also visited a “tough” prison trying 
to bring hope to inmates. They played soccer 
with them and later with children in Nairobi. 
They had “awesome” visits with the homeless. 

“They don’t have tolerance of homeless as 
we do in the States,” said Petty. “If you want 
to see them, you have to before the sun comes 
up.” The Baylor group also went on a safari. 

“The mission trips have been life-changing 
events for Bryce and those student-athletes,” 
said Briles. “Bryce over the years has been a 
leader in actions. He has been blessed to be in 
situations to be the face and voice of our team. 
He does a great job of doing things the right 
way on and off the field.” 
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PICKING THE MAC 


‘Falcon Fast’ puts Bowling Green in MAC passing lane 


orthern Illinois’ reign over the 
Mid-American Conference 


ended 


Bowling Green nabbed the league title in 


in December, when 
Detroit and finished with 10 wins. 

But the Falcons lost coach Dave 
Clawson and their entire secondary 
— including playmaking safety Boo 
Boo Gates. 

Enter Dino Babers, an offensive wizard 
who destroyed scoreboards in the Ohio 
Valley Conference at Eastern Illinois and 
introduced in 15 breakneck practices this 
spring his “Falcon Fast” philosophy — as 


MAC Conference Picks 


Good news 


EAST 
1. Bowling Green 


2. Akron the closing schedule is soft. 


3. Buffalo 


offensive line is battle tested. 


4. Ohio 


5. Kent State 


6. Miami (Ohio) third year with Chuck Martin. 


7. UMass 
WEST 
1. Northern Illinois 


talent. 


2. Ball State group with wow factor. 


3. Toledo 


players with starting experience. 


4, Central Michigan Nticitakes thie nee 


ST UCU lasses in MAC history. 


6. Eastern Michigan oi crea plac tnctart 
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Babers’ offense should be Dino-mite with 
mobile dynamo Matt Johnson at the controls. 
The defense is better than advertised, and 
Three LBs with stripes stick around; the 

Six of the defensive front seven are back for 
a team capable of surviving with D. 

Frosh QB Colin Reardon had a solid spring. 


Senior QB Andrew Hendrix brings hope in 


There is some promise in underclassmen 


Enough veterans — including 14 repeat 
starters — to help prop up new QB. 

The running game headlines skill position 
Possibly best O-line in the MAC; 10 defensive 
WR Titus Davis is elite headliner no matter 


P.J. Fleck landed one of the best recruiting 


Solid, experienced players in the trenches 


in 101 plays in 60 minutes fast. If Babers 
gets quarterback Matt Johnson to con- 
tinue progressing, and record-setting run- 
ning back Travis Greene (1,594 yards last 
season) gets enough touches, few teams 
can score with the Falcons. 

Bowling Green plans to ignore the 
brake pedal on defense, too, with Babers 
rotating bodies and dialing up blitzes at 
a dizzying pace. 

Whether that philosophy can thrive in 
the MAC depends largely on the competi- 
tion’s reaction to it. 

All is not lost at Northern Illinois, but 


Bad news 


New O-line personnel and health matters on 
defense could unravel in whirlwind early schedule. 


Still missing home-run threats, leading to 
unforced errors by QB Kyle Pohl. 


Shaky special teams and subtracting Khalil 
Mack creates uphill climb. 


Record-setting backfield gone and only three 
players from offensive two-deep return. 


Injuries marred spring ball. Lost program 
pillars Roosevelt Nix, Dri Archer. 


A12-loss team can climb only so far, so fast. 
More questions than answers defensively. 


Seven seniors on the entire roster; it's still 
rebuilding time in Amherst. 

Life without Jordan Lynch will take some 
getting used to in DeKalb. 


Only two home games before mid-October. 
Batch of two-star recruits battle for QB job. 


The QB crop could shape up to be a big dud 
for the Rockets. 


Secondary still young, ripe for picking minus 
pass rush. 


Winless vs. West and 1-1] overall last season, 
Fleck's pelts are all show to date. 


Next to nothing at wide receiver; getting 
open won't be easy for TE Tyreese Russell. 


turbulence should be expected without 
Heisman Trophy finalist Jordan Lynch, 
safety Jimmie Ward and the entire front 
four on defense. 

Quarterbacks win in the MAC, but 
NIU, Ball State (MAC top passer Keith 
Wenning is gone) and Toledo are still 
the top contenders in the West. Defense 
and a strong offensive line are Toledo’s 
strengths, but there is still some debate 
whether Alabama transfer Phillip Ely or 
sophomore Logan Woodside can steer 
the Rockets to the top. 

— Jeff Reynolds 


Our call 


Babers touts “Falcon Fast,” but an East repeat 
depends on the D. 


Terry Bowden gets his team to six wins in November. 
How many more depends on rise of playmakers. 


Schedule includes Baylor in N.Y., but the slate is no 
bear — 6-2 in MAC possible again. 


Young offensive line, lack of proven playmakers 
bring Bobcats nail-biters, not victories. 


Another disappointment for Paul Haynes. Six wins 
won't be easy. 


RedHawks resume doormat role but rise to spoiler 
status by end of season. 


Last-place prediction will stick until Minutemen 
learn how to score consistently. 
Another December in Detroit is possible if every- 


thing clicks for Rod Carey. 


Worry about the defense if you must, Cardinals 
are contenders. 


With the right answers at QB and pass rusher, 
Toledo pushes for top spot. 


Split QB offense is prescription to sink. 
Broncos could fall fast; trek to Purdue and Virginia 
Tech (and Idaho) in September. 


No league title (or bowl game) since ‘87. The 
streak continues, emphatically. 
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OFFENSE - FIRST TEAM 


DEFENSE - FIRST TEAM 


Lindy’s 2014 


ALL-MAC 


QB 


Corey Davis So 


Titus Davis Sr. 
Tyreese Russell Sr. 
Alex Huettel Jr. 
Andy Phillips Sr. 
Tyler Loos Sr. 
Jeff Myers Sr. 
Greg Mancz Sr. 
Tommylee Lewis Sr. 
Jeremiah Detmer Sr. 


Bryan Thomas 
Treyvon Hester 
Tarell Basham 
Ike Spearman 
Gabe Martin 
DJ. Lynch 
Jamaal Bass 
Elcee Refuge 


Marlon Moore Jr. 
Devin Bass Jr. 


Ryland Ward 
Zach Paul 


Joe Licata Jr. 
Bronson Hill Sr. 


Matt Johnson Jr. 
RB Travis Greene Jr. 
Jahwan Edwards Sr. 


Akeem Daniels 
Jordan Williams 
Alonzo Russell 
Casey Pierce 
Jacob Richard 
Andre Davis 
Lincoln Hansen 
Tyrell Smith 
Mike McQueen 
Da'Ron Brown 
Josiah Yazdani 


OFFENSE - SECOND TEAM 


Kristjan Sokoli 
Blake Serpa 
Jason Meehan 
Cody Grice 
Kent Kern 
Justin March 
Adam Redden 
Donald Celiscar 
Brison Burris 
Heath Harding 
Paris Logan 
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P Anthony Metchiori 
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Sr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 


Team 


Bowling Green 
Bowling Green 
Ball State 

. Western Michigan 
Central Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 
Bowling Green 
Central Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Toledo 

Toledo 

Northern Illinois 
Toledo 


Bowling Green 
Toledo 
Ohio 


. Eastern Michigan 


Bowling Green 
Bowling Green 
Northern Illinois 
Kent State 
Northern Illinois 
Ohio 

Bowling Green 
Akron 


Buffalo 

Eastern Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Ball State 
Toledo 

Kent State 

Ball State 
Buffalo 

Eastern Michigan 
Massachusetts 
Ohio 

Northern Illinois 
Ohio 


Buffalo 

Central Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Akron 

Miami (Ohio) 
Akron 

Buffalo 


Sr. Western Michigan 


Sr. 
So. 
Jr 
Jr. 


Miami (Ohio) 
Miami (Ohio) 
Northern Illinois 
Kent State 


a8 la 11 CM@)Nimmeye _ BOWLCONNECTIONS 
Sept. 6 Akron at Penn State PE eae Belt 
Sept. 6 Northern Illinois at Northwestern MAC #2 
Sept. 12 Toledo at Cincinnati Little Caesars Pizza vs. Big Ten 
Sept. 13 Indiana at Bowling Green MAC #3 
Sept. 20 Bowling Green at Wisconsin Famous Idaho Potato Bowl vs. MW 
Sept. 20 Ball State at Toledo NOTE: The MAC has agreements with 
Sept. 20 Northern Illinois at Arkansas New Mexico, BBVA Compass Bowl and 
Sept. 27 Akron at Pittsburgh Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Bowl to select a fourth 
Oct. 11 Toledo at lowa State MAC bowl team if those conferences 
Oct.18 AironatObio don’t fill their guaranteed spots with 

¢ other conferences. 

Nov. 4 Bowling Green at Akron 
Nov. 5 Northern Illinois at Ball State 
Nov. 11 Akron at Buffalo 
Nov. 11 Toledo at Northern Illinois 
Nov. 19 Bowling Green at Toledo 
Nov. 25 Akron at Kent State 
Nov. 28 Ball State at Bowling Green 


1 Titus Davis 


4. Alex Huettel 
5. Tyler Loos 
6. Greg Mancz 


7. Kent Kern 


2. Travis Greene 


3. Jahwan Edwards 


Central Michigan 
Bowling Green 
Ball State 
Bowling Green 
Northern Illinois 
Toledo 

Miami (Ohio) 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


8. Adam Redden 
g.Ronnie Moore WR 


10. Anthony Melchiori K-P 


Buffalo 
Bowling Green 


Kent State 


Size-speed combo to be a mid-round pick. 

An all-around threat with great production. 

Speed is average (or below) at 4.68, but great vision. 
Versatile, crafty with room to add bulk. 

On the light side, NFL hope is that he fits at quard. 

About as decorated as a MAC OL can be. 

On the short side, but great production on average defense. 
Linebacker/safety hybrid fits at SS at next level. 

Small but explosive, already on scout's radar. 


Very accurate and not always in ideal conditions. 


Most Valuable Offensive Player Defensive Player Newcomer 

Player of the Year of the Year of the Year 
Travis Greene Jahwan Edwards Tarell Basham Gehrig Dieter 

RB, Bowling Green RB, Ball State DL, Ohio WR Toledo 


HONOR ROLL 


Most accurate passer Matt Johnson Bowling Green 


Strongest arm Joe Licata te Buffalo 
Best scrambler Colin Reardon Kent State 


Coolest in the clutch Joe Licata Buffalo_ 
Toughest to bringdown __ Jahwan Edwards Ball State 
Best hands Tommylee Lewis Northern Illinois 


Most dangerous deep threat Titus Davis Central Michigan 


Best run blocker Greg Mancz £ Toledo 
Best pass blocker Tyler Loos Northern Illinois 


Best cover corner Donald Celiscar Western Michigan 
Best pass rusher Tarell Basham Ohio_ 


Special teams demon Tommylee Lewis Northern Illinois 
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CINCINNATI 


BEARCATS 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Eddie Gran 


AT A GLANCE 


LOCATION: 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


2013: 
9-4, 6-2 AAC (3rd) 


COACH: 
Tommy Tuberville — At Cincinnati: 9-4, 1 year; 
overall: 139-81, 18 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
16; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Gunner Kiel, RB Hosey Williams, 
WR/RB Ralph David Abernathy IV, 

WR Chris Moore, WR Shaq Washington, 
OT Eric Lefeld, DE Silverberry Mouhon, 
LB Nick Temple, LB Jeff Luc 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
The top three rushers and five of the top six 
pass receivers return, as does Lefeld, the 


anchor of the offensive line. The defense may 
not have a transcendent star, but Mouhon has 
that potential at defensive end. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Kiel has the tools and Jarred Evans has 

JC quarterback experience, but neither has 
thrown a major college pass. A defensive leader 
must step up to replace LB Greg Blair. The 
hangover of poor 2013 special teams play could 
linger, with several of the same faces returning. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Brendon Kay, WR Anthony McClung, 
0G Austen Bujnoch, TE Blake Annen, 
DL Jordan Stepp, LB Greg Blair, 

CB Deven Drane, S Arryn Chenault 


OVERVIEW: 

The non-league menu includes tests at Ohio 
State and Miami (Ohio), but the AAC portion 
seems favorable (no UCF, winnable road 
games). With Tuberville’s staff now entrenched, 
the needle points upward. It could be a big 
year if Kiel fulfills his billing, and if the defense 
shows more consistency under a new coordi- 
nator. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Hank Hughes, Robert Prunty 


STADIUM: Nippert Stadium; 35,000 


Cincy Seeks Consistency in Tuberville’s Second Year 


he Bearcats had a season of ex- 
treme highs and lows in Tommy 
Tuberville’s first year as coach. 
A 9-4 record included blowouts of 
Purdue (42-7) and Rutgers (52-17), but 
also crushing losses to Illinois (45-17) 
and North Carolina (39-17). 

More consistency is the goal this year, 
with UC moving into the favorite role 
in the American Athletic Conference. 

Notre Dame transfer Gunner Kiel will 
garner national curiosity as UC’s likely 
new quarterback. Kiel was the nation’s 
No. 1-rated QB in high school, but he 
sat out 2013 as a transfer and has yet to 
throw a college pass. 

UC is well-stocked at running back and 
wide receiver, but there will be two new 
faces starting on both the offensive and 
defensive lines. The Bearcats have one of 
the most acclaimed players in the league 
in left tackle Eric Lefeld, the only unani- 
mous All-AAC first team pick in 2013. 


OFFENSE 


Scouts like Gunner Kiel’s big arm, 
precision and mobility. Kiel shows a 
nice touch on the deep ball, but needs 
to improve while throwing on the run. 

Kiel, who spent last season on the 
scout team, appeared to seize the job 
during spring ball, but he will be chal- 
lenged in camp by junior college trans- 
fer Jarred Evans, who has a quick release 
and is fast afoot. 

“The ball is in Gunner's court,” Tuber- 
ville said. “He’s got an edge mentally with 
what he’s doing, but I'll tell you, he’s got 
a young guy behind him in Jarred Evans; 
he can throw and he can run.” 

Former starting quarterback Munchie 
Legaux returns for a fifth year after a se- 
vere knee injury ended his 2013 season 
last September. Anything that Legaux 
contributes would be a bonus. 

“Tt’ll be a three-man race going into 
two-a-days, if Munchie is ready to go,” 


Tuberville said. 

Brendon Kay, the primary 2013 starting 
quarterback, threw for 3,302 yards and 
22 touchdowns in his final UC season. 

UC returns its top three rushers in 
senior Hosey Williams (655 yards, four 
touchdowns), senior Ralph David Aber- 
nathy IV (518 yards, five TDs) and junior 
Tion Green (412 yards, seven TDs). 

Abernathy is too small (5-7, 161) to 
be an every-down back. To get Aberna- 
thy on the field more, UC worked him 
at slot receiver in spring ball. Williams 
is No. 1 on the depth chart at running 
back, but Tuberville said that Abernathy 
remains in the backfield mix. 

Cincinnati returns receiving leader 
Shaq Washington. The junior is a pos- 
session receiver who had 78 catches, 
but just one touchdown. 

Junior Chris Moore (45 catches, nine 
TDs) is among several other returning 
wideouts. Junior Max Morrison (29 
catches, three TDs) is the grandson of 
late UC great Joe Morrison, who also 
played for the New York Giants and was 
a college coach. 

Junior Mekale McKay, a 6-6 Arkansas 
transfer, caught only 16 passes last year, 
but seven were for scores. McKay aver- 
aged a lofty 30.3 yards per catch. 

Junior Alex Chisum would have 
started at WR receiver last year, but he 
was redshirted because of a high ankle 
sprain. Highly regarded junior college 
transfer Casey Gladney also enters the 
mix at wideout. 

At left tackle, Eric Lefeld was a unani- 
mous first-team All-American Athletic 
Conference choice last year. Deyshawn 
Bond (center) and Parker Ehinger also 
are returning starters. Ehinger moves 
from right tackle to right guard. 

Tuberville strongly believes in a good 
running game. UC again will try to strike 
the balance that produced 28 touch- 
downs via the rush and pass last year. 
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DEFENSE 


The Bearcats finished No. 9 nationally 
in total defense (315.6 yards per game), 
but Tuberville did not retain coordina- 
tor Art Kaufman. 

Tuberville wanted to upgrade recruit- 
ing and hire coaches with more regional 
connections, so he tapped former Con- 
necticut defensive coordinator Hank 
Hughes to run the defense. He will retain 
the 4-3 base that UC played last year. 

“We certainly want to be attacking 
on every play, whatever facet we’re in,” 
Hughes said. “Whether we’re in a zone 
concept or a man concept, whether 
we're in a four-man rush or in a blitz, 
we want to be attacking.” 

Linebackers Nick Temple (80 tackles) 
and Jeff Luc (43 tackles), defensive end 
Silverberry Mouhon (9.5 sacks), safety 
Zach Edwards (73 tackles) and corner- 
back Howard Wilder (35 tackles) are 
among key returnees. 


Mouhon became a force last year. 

His brother, true freshman LB Kevin 
Mouhon, is the Bearcats’ highest-rated 
2014 recruit. 

Linebacker remains a team strength, 
with Northwestern transfer Eric Wilson 
joining Temple and Luc in the starting 
lineup. Luc, who began his career at Flor- 
ida State, shifts inside to middle linebacker. 

In the secondary, Edwards was a real 
find as a true freshman in 2013. 

Gone are defensive tackle Jordan 
Stepp, linebacker Greg Blair and corner- 
back Deven Drane, who each received 
all-league honors in 2013. 

Tuberville favors speed over size, and he 
said UC recruited more of the former this 
year. UC compiled good defensive stats 
against relatively mild AAC opposition, 
but the speed issue reared its head in blow- 
out losses to Illinois and North Carolina. 

“I go after quickness and speed,” Tuberville 
said. “If you can’t run, you can’t play for us.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


UC fans grumbled about their special 
teams in 2013, and Tuberville said he 
could not blame them. 

Veteran placekicker Tony Miliano 
slumped to 7-for-17 on field goal at- 
tempts. UC ranked No. 121 nationally in 
net punting (33.0 yards per punt), had a 
long kickoff return of only 38 yards and 
a long punt return of only 35 yards. 

A blocked field goal was returned for 
a touchdown in a 26-20 loss to South 
Florida. In the Belk Bowl loss to North 
Carolina, UC allowed touchdowns via 
both kickoff return and punt return. 

There is a new special teams coach 
— former graduate assistant Marc 
Nudelberg. Previous special teams coach 
Tyson Helton, who also coached tight 
ends, is now the offensive coordinator 
at Western Kentucky. 

— Tom Groeschen 
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POS STARTER YR. __ COMMENT 


QB Gunner Kiel So. 
RB Hosey Williams Sr. 
WR Mekale McKay Jr. 

WR — Shaq Washington* Sr. 
WR _ Chris Moore* dr. 

TE Dw. Dowdy So. 
LT _ Eric Lefeld* Sr. 


LG Kevin Schloemer 
C Deyshawn Bond* So. 


RG Parker Ehinger* Jr. 
RT Cory Keebler Sr. 
K Tony Miliano* Sr. 
*Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


2013 stats: 168.5 ypg rushing (1st AAC/66th NCAA), 303.6 passing (3rd/18th), 472.1 total offense (1sV/23rd), 32.1 ppg (4th/47th) 


Notre Dame transfer, once No. 1-rated prep QB nationally. 
Led UC in rushing (655 yards) despite not being the starter. 
Only 16 catches but seven TDs, 30.3 ypc. 

Possession receiver led team with 78 catches. 

Deep threat led team with nine TD catches. 

One career start, primed for bigger role. 

Was the sole unanimous first-team All-AAC selection. 
Sr. Team's biggest man (6-7, 312) has waited his turn. 
Played well after injury felled previous starter. 
Freshman All-American two years ago, moves over from RT. 
Nimble feet, also played basketball in HS. 

Fighting for job after 7-for-17 FG performance. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Jarred Evans, Jr. 
Tion Green, Jr. 

Max Morrison, Jr.* 
Ralph David Abernathy IV, Sr.* 
Alex Chisum, Jr. 

Tyler Cogswell, Fr. 

Chad West, Jr. 

Ryan Leahy, So. 

Dominic Mainello, Sr. 

Kyle Williamson, So. 
Justin Murray, Jr. 

Andrew Gantz, Fr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


2013 stats: 104.5 ypg rushing (8rd AAC/6th NCAA), 211.2 passing (3rd/29th), 315.6 total defense (2nd/9th), 21.1 ppg (2nd/14th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE — Silverberry Mouhon* dr. Impressive sophomore season included 9.5 sacks. Brad Harrah, Sr. 

DT — Camaron Beard Sr. Sophomore starter, junior backup has regained starting job. — Chris Burton, So. 

DT Brandon Mitchell Jr. Ex-standout wrestler (6-2, 308) among team’s most improved. Alex Pace, So. 

DE _ Terrell Hartsfield* Sr. Part-time starter was second on team in QB hurries (5). —_Jerrell Jordan, Sr. 

LB _Nick Temple* Sr. Playmaking vet led team in tackles for loss (13.5). Clemente Casseus, Sr. 
LB Jeff Luc* Sr. Ex-Florida State player moves from OLB to MLB. Solomon Tentman, Sr. 
LB _ Eric Wilson So. Northwestern transfer has speed Tuberville seeks at OLB. Kevin Brown, Jr. 

CB Howard Wilder* Sr. Quietly produced (35 tackles, 2 INT) as JC transfer. Grant Coleman, So. 
CB Adrian Witty* Sr. Fifth-year man has 40 career appearances, leads secondary. __ Leviticus Payne, Jr. 


SS Mike Tyson So. 


Unlike other Mike Tyson, this one is tall, rangy (6-2, 200). 


Andre Jones, So. 


FS Zach Edwards* So. Starter as true freshman; top returning tackler (73) in secondary. Darren Doston, Sr. 
P John Lloyd* Sr. Averaged 42.7 yards last year in first season as regular. — Sam Geraci, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 
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5 YEARS AGO: 2009 


Ohio State started the season ranked No. 6 in the country, and ended 

No. 5, but the Buckeyes’ season was as topsy-turvy as any en route to 
their fifth consecutive Big Ten championship. Impressively, they beat five 
10-win teams during the season (Navy, Wisconsin, Penn State, Iowa and 
Oregon) by an average score of 28-17 ... but it was a loss to 5-7 Purdue 
that kept them out of the national championship race. The game against 
Towa was one of the most exciting of any game of the season, with the Big 
Ten championship and BCS berth on the line. A defensive struggle turned 
wild in the fourth quarter, when the teams combined for 28 points, and 
the Hawkeyes sent the game into overtime with a late touchdown. Jim 
Tressel’s Buckeyes prevailed, however, 27-24 in overtime. 


Big Ten champions: Ohio State (11-2, 7-1) 

Big Ten Players of the Year: Daryll Clark, QB, Penn State; Brandon 
Graham, DE, Michigan 

Heisman Trophy: Mark Ingram, RB, Alabama; no Big Ten Player in top 10 
National champion: Alabama faced Texas in a postseason game for the 
ninth time and finally came out on top, 37-21, as Nick Saban won the 
second of his four national titles (first of three so far at Alabama). 


10 YEARS AGO: 2004 


Michigan's train to the Rose Bowl went off the rails in the first 51 
minutes of the Michigan State game, when the Wolverines fell behind by 
17 points. But this was a UM team built on offense, and when it staged 
a miraculous comeback — eventually going three overtimes for one of 
their most dramatic victories ever (45-37), it was clear they would not 
be denied. And when the Spartans put together a full game the fol- 
lowing week to demolish Big Ten co-leader Wisconsin, 49-14, it turned 
Michigan into conference champions. Iowa would share the crown, but 
the Roses went to the Wolverines. 


Big Ten co-champions: Michigan (10-2, 7-1), Iowa (9-3, 7-1) 

Big Ten Players of the Year: Braylon Edwards, WR, Michigan; Erasmus 
James, DT, Wisconsin 

Heisman Trophy: Matt Leinart, QB, USC; 10th: Braylon Edwards, WR, Michigan 
National champion: USC and Oklahoma started the season ranked No. 1 
and No. 2, and they rode undefeated seasons all the way to the BCS 
Championship Game in the Orange Bowl, which the Trojans won, 55-19. 
The Wolverines, meantime, fell to Texas, 38-37, in a dramatic Rose Bowl. 


15 YEARS AGO: 1999 


Penn State was cruising on the track to the national championship when 
the 9-0 Nittany Lions were stunned by Minnesota. Then, Michigan beat 
‘em, too. Then, Michigan State completed the hat trick. Meanwhile, with 
Penn State's title hopes ruined, Wisconsin rebounded from a Big Ten- 
opening loss to Michigan and hit the ground running on the broad shoul- 
ders of Ron Dayne (and his 2,034-yard, Heisman Trophy-winning season). 


Big Ten champion: Wisconsin (10-2, 7-1) 

Big Ten Players of the Year: Ron Dayne, RB, Wisconsin; Courtney Brown, 
DL, Penn State 

Heisman Trophy: Ron Dayne, RB, Wisconsin; 4th: Drew Brees, QB, 
Purdue; 9th: LaVar Arrington, LB, Penn State 

National champion: Florida State (12-0) completed a perfect season by 
beating No. 2 Virginia Tech, 46-29, in a wild Sugar Bowl. It was FSU’s 
second national title of the decade. 


20 YEARS AGO: 1994 


In 1968, 1969, and 1973, Penn 
State went undefeated but 
uncrowned. Being in the “Bigger 
Ten” was supposed to give the 
Nittany Lions the juice they 
needed in such instances. But 
even with the most explosive 
offense in the country and a Rose 
Bowl victory (against a non-Top 
10 team ... that was the problem), Joe Paterno and his team were left as 
No. 2 behind Tom Osborne and Nebraska. 


Kerry Collins, Penn State 


Big Ten champion: Penn State (12-0, 8-0) 

Big Ten Players of the Year: Kerry Collins, QB, Penn State; Dana Howard, 
LB, Illinois 

Heisman Trophy: Rashaan Salaam, RB, Colorado; 2nd: Ki-Jana Carter, RB, 
Penn State; 4th: Kerry Collins, QB, Penn State 

National champion: Nebraska (13-0) edged Penn State in the final polls 
after the No. 1 Huskers beat No. 3 Miami in the Orange Bowl, 24-17, and 
the No. 2 Nittany Lions (12-0) beat No. 12 Oregon, 38-20. 


25 YEARS AGO: 1989 


Bo Schembechler’s last go-round at Michigan landed the Wolverines in 
the Rose Bowl, following a splendid 10-1 season that included a succes- 
sion of blowout victories. But once in Pasadena, a 17-10 loss to USC left 
Bo 2-8 in his Rose Bowl career. 


Big Ten champion: Michigan (10-2, 8-0) 

Big Ten Player of the Year: Anthony Thompson, RB, Indiana 

Heisman Trophy: Andre Ware, OB, Houston; 2nd: Anthony Thompson, 
RB, Indiana; 8th: Percy Snow, LB, Michigan State 

National champion: Miami (11-1) captured its third of four cham- 
pionships in a nine-year period when the No. 2 Hurricanes got past 
No. 7 Alabama in the Sugar Bowl, 33-25, while No. 4 Notre Dame defeated 
top-ranked Colorado in the Orange, 21-6. 


50 YEARS AGO: 1964 


Michigan was very likely the best team in college football in 1964. 

The Wolverines beat four Top 10 teams by a combined 82-17, and routed 
Oregon State in the Rose Bowl ... after which Beavers legend Tommy 
Prothro declared them “the greatest team I have ever seen.” But there 
was that memorable 21-20 loss to Purdue and their sophomore sensation 
QB Bob Griese — when coach Bump Elliott decided to go for 2 in the 
fourth quarter. Bob Timberlake was stopped short of the goal line. The 
9-1 record left Michigan out of the national title argument between 
undefeated Alabama and Arkansas. 


Big Ten Player of the Year: Bill Burrell, G, Illinois 

Heisman Trophy: John Huarte, QB, Notre Dame; 3rd: Dick Butkus, L, 
Illinois; 4th: Bob Timberlake, QB, Michigan 

National champion: Bear Bryant’s Alabama squad rolled through the re- 
gular season to the national championship, but what about Arkansas? 
The Razorbacks were also perfect ... and they won their bowl game, while 
Bama lost! The following year, the AP experimented by voting after the 
bowls — a policy that started the 50-year tilt toward a true national 
championship. 
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